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Explanation of symbols


The chessboard with its coordinates:
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♔King


♕Queen


♖Rook


♗Bishop


♘Knight


[image: images]White stands slightly better


[image: images]Black stands slightly better


[image: images]White stands better


[image: images]Black stands better


+–White has a decisive advantage


–+Black has a decisive advantage


=balanced position


∞the position is unclear


[image: images]with compensation for the material


!good move


!!excellent move


?bad move


??blunder


!?interesting move


?!dubious move


[image: images]with counterplay
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Preface


This is an updated and revised edition of the Russian book Pobeda v debyute. 700 primerov bystrykh pobed (Victory in the Opening. 700 Examples of Quick Wins, Moscow 2016).


The main task of any chess player in the opening is to ensure the proper orchestration of his forces. That is the key idea of the present book.


The games, which are all less than 20 moves long, are sorted by opening. This makes it possible to use the book as a practical opening manual. After all, each opening has its own intrinsic set-ups of pieces and pawns, its typical vulnerable points and weaknesses, favourite deployment plans, and also typical mistakes.


The game notes offer brief up-to-date recommendations about the opening at hand. The reader will also improve his understanding of general opening principles while studying these practical examples.


Winning in the Chess Opening features games by players of different levels, from World Champions to pure amateurs. Quite understandably, the nature of the games and the mistakes made are not identical. You will see magnificent works of art along with games decided by errors or even blunders. However, the way the opponents utilise the latter is, though often simple, nonetheless instructive. In our opinion, such diversity is justified as it increases the practical value of the book.


From time to time, the commentaries may include conventional symbols along with the text, thus making it possible to give all the necessary information while keeping the size of the book within reasonable bounds.


We hope that this work proves useful for every aspiring chess player.


Nikolai Kalinichenko
 Kirill Kuznetsov
 February 2018









CHAPTER 1


Open Games


Centre Game, Danish Gambit and rare lines


1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4


The Centre Game arises after 1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.♕xd4. Alexander Alekhine gave a clear and precise comment on the Centre Game and, in particular, White’s last move. He wrote: ‘It is quite evident that such displacements of the queen at an early stage in the opening are not likely to reap any advantage. However, Black is compelled to play with precision so that his opponent may have no time to start an attack against the kingside or even in the centre. For, no doubt, the white queen installed at g3 would exercise a pressure on Black’s kingside, if he eventually castles on that side’.


By playing 1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3, White avoids bringing out the queen too early and hopes to get a development advantage, coupled with chances for a quick attack, through the sacrifice of one or two pawns. This is known as the Danish Gambit.


A gambit is an opening in which one side sacrifices material (most frequently a pawn or two, but sometimes even a piece), in order to gain certain benefits. If the opposing side adopts the same strategy in response to the gambit, this is called a counter-gambit.


One of the main methods of fighting a gambit is to refrain from holding on to the extra material at all costs. Moreover, the defending side should return the sacrificed material when appropriate in order to seize the initiative or simplify the position.


Starting from the late 20th century, old-fashioned gambits have slowly made their way into the professional chess. However, the chess players of today do not follow the semi-forgotten lines and rather seek their own paths, leading to unbalanced play.


Rare Lines




Game 1C20


Andreas Hänsler1498


Michael Kirchhofer1631


Geneva 2013 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.c3?!


This is too slow. White wants to play 3.d4 and then, following the exchange of pawns on d4, to recapture with a pawn. However, the e4-pawn is now left unprotected. On top of that, Black may now play …d7-d5 with ease, as White’s queen’s knight has lost access to c3.


2…♘ f6 3.♕ c2 ♘ c6


Black has developed two of his pieces and prevented the opponent from occupying the centre. His chances are now preferable.


4.♗ e2


Also if 4.♗b5, then 4…d5.


4…d5 5.exd5


Instead of giving up the centre, it was better to play the solid 5.d3, hoping to equalise in time.


5…♘ xd5


Even stronger was 5…♕xd5, with a clear advantage.


6.d3 ♗ f5 7.♘ f3 ♗ e7 8.0-0 ♕ d7 9.♘ bd2 g5!?


Also strong was 9…♘f4 10.♘e4 (the only move) 10…♘xe2+ 11.♕xe2 0-0-0 12.♖d1 ♗g4, with …f7-f5 or …e5-e4 to follow.


10.♘ c4 f6 11.♘ e3 ♘ xe3


Stronger was 11…♗g6!.


12.♗ xe3 h5 13.♖ ad1


Black is about to castle queenside, so moving the other rook with 13.♖fd1 seems more natural.


13…0-0-0 14.♕ a4 ♔ b8


Protecting the a7-pawn, but at the same time setting a trap.


15.d4??


And White falls for it immediately!


[image: image]


15…♘ xd4! 16.cxd4


If 16.♕xd7 (no check!), then 16…♘xe2+.


If 16.♕c4, then either 16…b5 or 16…♘xe2+ 17.♕xe2 ♗d3 wins.


16…♕ xa4


White resigned.




Game 2C20


Nikki Mathiasen


A. Baranauskas


Marijampole 1996 (5)





1.e4 e5 2.♕ f3?!


The Scholar’s Mate, as in the game, may also occur after 2.♗c4 ♗c5 3.♕h5 ♘f6?? 4.♕xf7#. In this line, Black should play 3…♕e7 4.♘f3 d6 (or 4…♗xf2+!? 5.♔xf2 ♕c5+ 6.d4 ♕xc4 7.♕xe5+ ♘e7 with approximate equality) 5.♘g5 ♘h6.


2…♗ c5 3.♗ c4


[image: image]


3…d6??


Correct is 3…♘f6 and Black is already better. He only has to watch out for ♕b3, with a double attack on f7 and b7.


4.♕ xf7#




Game 3C20


Stefan Briem2185


Hans-Joachim Schubert2070


Reykjavik 1998 (3)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ e2


The move suggested by the Russian master Semyon Alapin.


2…♘ f6 3.f4?! ♘ xe4 4.fxe5 d5 5.d3 ♘ c5 6.d4 ♘ e4


Also possible is 6…♘e6 7.c3 c5 8.♗e3 ♘c6 9.♕d2 ♗e7 10.g3 f6 with approximate equality.


7.g3


7.♘d2 is a dubious idea on account of 7…f5 8.♘xe4 fxe4 9.♘f4 g6 10.♗e3 c6 11.♗e2 ♗h6 12.♘xd5 cxd5 13.♗xh6 ♕h4+ 14.g3 ♕xh6 15.0-0 ♘c6 16.c3 ♗h3, after which Black is on top (Alapin-Schwarz, Vienna 1898). However, 7.♘bc3 ♗f5 8.♘xe4 ♗xe4 9.♗e3 ♘c6 10.c3 ♗e7 11.♘g3 ♗g6 12.♗d3 deserves attention, with slightly better chances for White (Chacon-Rodriguez, Spain 1993).


7…♗ e7


7…c5!?


8.♗ g2 0-0 9.0-0 c6


9…f5, planning …♗e6, …♘d7, …g7-g5, looks interesting.


10.♕ d3 ♘ g5


Here again, 10…f5 is good.


11.h4 ♘ e6 12.♘ d2 f6


If 12…f5, then 13.exf6.


13.exf6 ♗ xf6 14.♘ f3 ♘ d7


If 14…b6, then 15.c4 ♗a6 16.b3.


15.♗ d2 ♕ e8?!


Better was 15…♘b6, but here also White keeps the initiative by way of 16.♖ae1.


16.♖ ae1 ♕ g6?


Stronger is 16…♕h5, and Black escapes any direct attack.


[image: image]


17.♗ h3! ♘ b6


17…♘xd4? 18.♘fxd4 ♕xd3 19.cxd3 ♘c5 20.♗xc8 loses material. The best defence is 17…♕f7, yet it cannot save Black either: 18.♗b4 ♗e7 19.♗xe6 ♕xe6 20.♘f4 ♕g4 (20…♖xf4 21.♖xe6+–) 21.♘h2


18.♗ f5


Black resigned. After 18…♕h5 19.♗xe6+ ♗xe6 20.♘f4 (double attack), he loses a piece.


Centre Game




Game 4C21


Grigory Skvortsov1959


Roman Scherbashin1782


Borisoglebsk 2012 (3)





1.e4 e5 2.d4 d5?


This gives Black a very difficult position.


3.dxe5 dxe4 4.♕ xd8+ ♔ xd8 5.♘ c3 ♗ b4?


He would have retained reasonable chances with 5…♘c6, and if 6.♗g5+?! (stronger is 6.♗f4 when White has a clear edge), then 6…♔e8 7.♘d5 ♗b4+ 8.c3? (8.♘xb4 ♘xb4 9.0-0-0 and White is still better) 8…♗a5.


6.♗ g5+ ♔ e8 7.0-0-0


[image: image]


7…f6?


Black’s last chance to stay alive lay in 7…♘c6 8.♘xe4, although he would have been a pawn down, as taking on e5 would have led to mate on d8.


8.♘ d5 ♗ a5 9.exf6 ♘ xf6 10.♘ xf6+ gxf6 11.♗ xf6 ♖ f8 12.♖ d8+ ♔ f7 13.♗ c4+


Black resigned.




Game 5C22


Lars Meyer2260


Hans Jürgen Karwatzki


Bad Breisig 2001 (4)





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.♕ xd4 ♘ c6 4.♕ a4 ♗ c5 5.♘ f3 d6 6.♘ c3 ♗ d7 7.♗ b5 a6 8.♘ d5 ♘ ge7


8…♘f6!? deserves attention, e.g. 9.♘xf6+ (hardly better is 9.♗g5 axb5 10.♕xa8 ♕xa8 11.♘xc7+ ♔e7 12.♘xa8 ♖xa8[image: image]) 9…♕xf6 10.0-0 0-0 11.♗e2 b5 12.♕b3 ♗e6, with advantage to Black. Poor is 8…axb5? 9.♕xa8 ♕xa8 10.♘xc7+ ♔d8 11.♘xa8 ♔c8 12.♗e3 and White wins, as his knight breaks free.


9.♗ g5?


9.♗xc6!? bxc6 (9…♗xc6 10.♕b3) 10.♘f4 looks attractive.


9…f6 10.♗ xf6 gxf6 11.♘ xf6+ ♔ f7 12.♗ xc6 ♘ xc6


After 12…♗xc6 Black would have won without any problems.


13.♘ xd7 ♕ xd7 14.♕ c4+


[image: image]


14…♕ e6??


A fatal mistake. Correct is 14…♔e7 and Black’s extra piece should tell.


15.♘ g5+ ♔ g6 16.♕ xe6+


Black resigned.




Game 6C22


Consultants


Joseph Henry Blackburne


Hastings 1892





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.♕ xd4 ♘ c6 4.♕ e3 g6 5.♗ d2 ♗ g7 6.♘ c3 ♘ ge7


Worse is 6…d6?! 7.♘f3 ♗e6 8.♗b5 ♘ge7 9.♘d4! ♗d7 10.♘xc6 ♘xc6 11.0-0 0-0 12.♔h1 f5 13.♗c4+ ♔h8 14.f4 ♘e7 15.e5!, with advantage to White (Tarrasch-Schottländer, Hamburg 1885).


7.0-0-0 0-0


Or 7…d6 8.f4 ♗e6?! 9.♘d5! 0-0 10.♗c3 and White is better (Kostyra-Holaczek, Poland 1974).


8.f4?


8.♗c4! was much better.


8…d5! 9.exd5 ♘ b4 10.♗ c4 ♗ f5 11.♗ b3 ♘ exd5 12.♘ xd5 ♘ xd5 13.♕ f3?


Better was 13.♕c5.


13…♕ f6! 14.c3 ♘ b4! 15.♗ c4


[image: image]


15…♕ a6!!


The bishop is now hanging, whereas the black queen is immune on account of mate in 1.


16.g4 ♕ xa2! 17.♗ e3 ♗ xc3!


There is no defence against mate on b1, b2 or c2. White resigned.




Game 7C22


Rudolf Charousek


Gyula Makovets


Budapest m 1893 (6)





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.♕ xd4 ♘ c6 4.♕ e3 g6 5.♗ d2 ♗ g7 6.♘ c3 ♘ f6 7.e5 ♘ g4 8.♕ e2


Stronger is 8.♕e4! ♘gxe5 9.f4 d5 10.♕xd5 ♘g4 with complex play.


8…d5!


Black is first to start the action.


9.exd6+ ♗ e6 10.dxc7 ♕ xc7 11.♘ f3


Better is 11.h3 ♘f6 12.♕e3, although White should take great care.


11…0-0 12.0-0-0 ♖ fe8 13.♘ g5 ♘ d4


[image: image]


14.♕ e4


What else?


14…♘ xf2 15.♕ h4 ♘ xd1 16.♕ xh7+ ♔ f8 17.♗ d3 ♘ xc3


White resigned.




Game 8C22


J. Goldfarb


Akiba Rubinstein


Lodz blitz 1907





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.♕ xd4 ♘ c6 4.♕ e3 ♘ f6 5.♘ c3


In the event of 5.♗c4 ♘e5 6.♗b3 ♗b4+, poor is 7.c3? ♗c5! 8.♕g3 (he has to settle for 8.♕e2; 8.♕xc5? fails to 8…♘d3+) 8…♗xf2+ and any capture leads to Black forking the king and the queen.


After 5.♗e2 ♕e7 6.♘c3 d5 7.exd5 ♘b4 8.♗d3 ♘fxd5 Black is slightly for preference (Mason-Schlechter, Paris 1900).


5…♗ e7 6.♗ d2 d5 7.exd5 ♘ xd5 8.♘ xd5?!


Stronger is 8.♕g3 ♘cb4 9.♗b5+ c6 10.♗a4 with equal play (Kapnisis-Zahilas, Athens 2000).


8…♕ xd5 9.b3?!


Black is better developed in this position, so White would have been better off to think about equalising with 9.♕b3.


9…♗ f5 10.0-0-0 0-0-0 11.♗ c4 ♕ a5! 12.a4


12.♗xa5?? is a terrible blunder that loses on the spot to 12…♗a3+ 13.♔b1 ♖xd1+.


12…♗ a3+ 13.♔ b1 ♘ b4


13…♗xc2+ 14.♔xc2? ♕f5+ 15.♗d3 ♖xd3 16.♕xd3 ♘d4+ was another way to play.


14.♗ d3


[image: image]


14…♖ xd3! 15.cxd3 ♕ d5


White resigned.




Game 9C22


Roland Markus


Sunil Chandy


cr 2000





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.♕ xd4 ♘ c6 4.♕ e3 ♘ f6 5.♘ c3 d6 6.♗ d2 ♗ e7 7.0-0-0 0-0 8.♕ g3 ♘ h5 9.♕ e3 h6


With this and the following moves, Black needlessly weakens his king’s position. A more reliable option is 9…♘f6, with roughly equal chances.


10.f4 g6? 11.♗ e2 ♘ g7 12.♘ d5 ♖ e8 13.♘ f3 ♗ f8 14.♗ c3 ♗ f5?


The decisive mistake in what was already a tough position.


[image: image]


15.♘ f6+ ♔ h8 16.♗ c4 ♖ e7 17.♕ e1! ♗ e6 18.♕ h4 h5 19.♕ g5 ♘ e8 20.♘ xe8+


Black resigned.




Game 10C22


Szymon Winawer


Wilhelm Steinitz


Nuremberg 1896 (12)





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.♕ xd4 ♘ c6 4.♕ e3 ♘ f6 5.♘ c3 ♗ b4 6.♗ d2


But not 6.♗c4?! 0-0 7.♗d2 ♗xc3 8.♗xc3 ♘xe4[image: image] (Kupreichik-Lein, Voronezh 1969, by transposition).


6…0-0 7.0-0-0 ♖ e8 8.♗ c4 ♗ xc3?!


It is preferable to keep the bishop on the board: 8… d6 9.♘h3?! (if 9.♘f3, the game is level) 9…♘e5 10.♗b3 a5! 11.♘g5 h6 12.f4 ♘fg4 13.♕g3 ♗xc3 14.♗xc3 a4 and Black has slightly the better prospects (Wagner-Röthgen, cr 1970).


9.♗ xc3 ♘ xe4


9…♖xe4 loses to 10.♗xf6.


10.♕ f4 ♘ f6 11.♘ f3 d6 12.♘ g5 ♗ e6 13.♗ d3 h6 14.h4!? ♘ d5


14…hxg5 15.hxg5 ♘d5 16.♖h8+! ♔xh8 17.♕h4+ ♔g8 is hopeless:




[image: image]


analysis diagram





18.♗xg7! ♔xg7 19.♕h6+ ♔g8 20.♖h1.


15.♗ h7+ ♔ h8


[image: image]


16.♖ xd5! ♗ xd5 17.♗ e4!


The idea is ♘xf7+ followed by ♕xh6.


17…f6?


It was necessary for Black to play 17…♖xe4! 18.♘xe4 (18.♘xf7+? ♔g8!) 18…♘e5 19.♘xd6! ♕xd6 (19…cxd6 20.♖d1!) 20.♗xe5 ♕c6 21.♖d1 ♗e4!, after which the chances for both sides would have been roughly equal.


18.♗ xd5 fxg5 19.hxg5 ♘ e5 20.g6!


There is no defence against ♖xh6. Black resigned.


Danish Gambit




Game 11C21


Henry Bird


Emanuel Lasker


Newcastle upon Tyne 1892





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.♗ c4 cxb2 5.♗ xb2 ♕ g5?!


Better was 5…d5! 6.♗xd5 (6.exd5 ♘f6 7.♘f3 ♗d6 also benefits Black) 6…♗b4+ 7.♘c3 (or 7.♔f1 ♘f6! 8.♕a4+? ♘c6 9.♗xc6+ bxc6 10.♕xb4? ♕d1+ 11.♕e1 ♗a6+ 12.♘e2 ♗xe2+ 13.♔g1 ♕xe1#) 7…♗xc3+ 8.♗xc3 ♘f6 9.♘f3 (poor is 9.♗b4 c5! or 9.♕f3 ♘xd5) 9…♘xd5 10.exd5 ♕e7+ 11.♔f1 0-0 12.♕d4 ♕f6 13.♕xf6 gxf6 14.♗xf6 ♘d7 and the knight will eventually move to b6 later on, when Black has a good game.


6.♘ f3! ♕ xg2?


A more reliable option is 6…♕f4!? 7.0-0 ♘c6 with complex play. But not 7…♕xe4? 8.♗xf7+ ♔d8 9.♖e1 ♕xe1+ 10.♕xe1 and White is winning.


7.♖ g1


[image: image]


7…♗ b4+?


7…♕h3 8.♖xg7 ♗xg7 9.♗xg7 ♘f6 10.♗xh8 ♘xe4 was better, although Black would have little chance of salvation anyway.


8.♔ e2! ♕ h3 9.♗ xf7+ ♔ d8


Or 9…♔e7 10.♖xg7 ♕h6 11.♕b3, with a winning advantage for White.


10.♗ xg7 ♘ e7


10…b6 11.♗c4 ♗b7 12.♗xh8 is an equally hopeless alternative for Black.


11.♘ g5 ♕ h4


Or 11…♖f8 12.♗xf8! ♘g6 13.♘xh3.


12.♘ e6#




Game 12C21


Hans Lindehn


Ladislas Maczuski


Paris 1863





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.♗ c4 cxb2


After 4…♘f6 5.♘xc3 or 4…♘c6 5.♘xc3 White has compensation for the pawn.


5.♗ xb2 ♗ b4+


As noted above, a much safer option is 5…d5!.


6.♘ c3


White can set a crafty trap here: 6.♘d2 ♕g5 7.♘gf3! ♕xg2? (the correct move is 7…♗xd2+) 8.♖g1 ♗xd2+ 9.♔e2! ♕h3 10.♕xd2 ♘f6 11.♗xf7+ ♔d8 (or 11…♔xf7 12.♘g5+ winning the queen) 12.♖xg7 ♘xe4 13.♕g5+ ♘xg5 14.♗f6#


6…♘ f6


After 6…♘c6 7.♘f3 the Göring Gambit arises. The game may evolve as follows: 7…d6 8.♕b3 ♗e6 9.♗xe6 fxe6 10.0-0 (10.♕xe6+ ♕e7) 10…♕e7 11.♘e2, with the idea of a2-a3 or ♘ed4. 6…♕g5?! is dubious on account of 7.♘f3 ♕c5 8.♕b3 ♘h6 9.0-0 0-0 10.♘d5 ♗a5 11.♗a3, and 1-0 (Albin-Horinek, Sofia 1922).


7.♘ ge2


White has compensation for the missing material.


7…♘ xe4?


A more reliable option is 7…♘c6 or even 7…d5, so as to return one pawn for the sake of speedy development and also blocking the dangerous b1-g8 diagonal.


8.0-0


If 8.♕d5, then 8…♕e7.


8…♘ xc3 9.♘ xc3 ♗ xc3


If 9…0-0, then 10.♘d5, planning ♕g4.


10.♗ xc3 ♕ g5


10…0-0? 11.♕g4 g6 12.♕d4 and mates.


11.♖ e1+ ♔ d8


11…♔f8 loses to 12.♗b4+ d6 13.♗xd6+!.


12.f4!


White’s goal is to divert the opponent’s queen from the d8-h4 diagonal.


[image: image]


12…♕ xf4


12…♕c5+ 13.♔h1 ♕xc4 14.♗xg7 leads to the same result.


13.♗ xg7 ♖ g8 14.♕ g4! ♕ d6


14…♕xg4 15.♗f6#.


15.♗ f6+


Black resigned.




Game 13C21


Michel Garceran


Tsang Hon Ki 2093


Hong Kong 2014 (1)





1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 d5 4.♕ xd4


White is well advised to play 4.exd5 ♕xd5 5.cxd4 ♘c6 6.♘f3 ♘f6 7.♘c3 ♗b4 8.♗e2 ♘e4 9.♗d2 ♗xc3 10.bxc3 ♘xd2 11.♕xd2 0-0 with equality. If 4.e5?!, then Black can safely accept the sacrifice: 4…dxc3 5.♘f3 cxb2 6.♗xb2 ♘h6! 7.♘c3 ♗e6 8.♗d3 ♗e7 9.♕c2 ♘c6 10.a3 ♕d7, with advantage to Black (Mieses-Rubinstein, Prague 1908).


4…dxe4


Also good is 4…♘f6 5.♗g5 (but not 5.e5? ♘e4 intending 6…♗c5) 5…♗e6 6.e5 ♘c6 7.♕f4 (or 7.♗b5 ♘d7!) 7…h6.


5.♕ xe4+ ♗ e7 6.♗ e2


6.♗c4 is more active.


6…♘ f6 7.♕ c2 0-0


[image: image]


8.♗ d3?


White breaks one of the opening commandments, that is, to avoid moving the same piece twice. He should have continued with development: 8.♘f3


8…♕ d5 9.♘ f3 ♗ g4 10.♗ e3


More natural is 10.♘bd2 ♖d8 (10…♕e6+ 11.♔f1 ♘bd7 12.♘g5 leads to sharp play) 11.♗e2: White has lost two tempi, but he is out of immediate danger.


10…♗ xf3 11.gxf3 ♘ c6


11…♕xf3 12.♖g1 is a bit risky.


12.♘ d2 ♘ e5 13.♗ e4


Here again, 13.♗e2 is safer, so as to meet 13…♗c5 with 14.♘e4!.


13…♘ xe4 14.fxe4?!


After 14.♕xe4 ♘d3+ 15.♔e2 Black has to take care of the weak b7-pawn.


14…♘ d3+ 15.♔ e2?


He errs again. The king should have retreated to f1.


15…♕ h5+ 16.♔ xd3 ♖ fd8+ 17.♔ c4??


After 17.♗d4 c5 18.♕d1 there is still some fight ahead.


17…♕ e2+


If 18.♔b3, Black mates by 18…♕b5#. White resigned.


King’s Gambit


1.e4 e5 2.f4


The idea of the gambit offered with 2.f4 is to remove the opponent’s central pawn, open the f-file and occupy the centre by the subsequent d2-d4.


The King’s Gambit is one of the sharpest and most complex openings. It was first mentioned in the 16th-century book by Ruy Lopez. The games and analyses by the great Italian masters of the Middle Ages, such as Greco, Polerio and Salvio, played a major role in its development.


The King’s Gambit became extremely popular in the 19th century. It was a formidable weapon in the hands of Paul Morphy, Adolf Anderssen and Mikhail Chigorin. However, once the Falkbeer Counter-Gambit (2…d5) and other active schemes had been elaborated for Black, its popularity started to decrease. Those reliable black set-ups have modified the whole essence of the King’s Gambit. Nowadays, it is often played positionally, when White does not show his usual desire to attack and sacrifice from the very first moves, or at least tries to keep it concealed until later on!


The King’s Gambit has been employed with success by Paul Keres, David Bronstein, Boris Spassky and Robert James Fischer. At present, it is an occasional weapon of Vasily Ivanchuk, Richard Rapport, Hikaru Nakamura and even Magnus Carlsen.


King’s Gambit Declined




Game 14C30


Robert James Fischer


J. Jones


Detroit sim 1964





1.e4 e5 2.f4 f6?


This move contradicts all known opening rules: Black weakens his king and abandons his development.


3.fxe5


The simple 3.♘c3 is equally good, as is 3.♗c4, when White immediately occupies the diagonal weakened by the opponent’s last move.


3…♘ c6!?


The best practical chance. Of course, Black must not play 3…fxe5?? 4.♕h5+.


4.d4?!


White declines the sacrifice, and rightly so, as Black would have easy development. However, the text move is not the strongest either. He should have played the more cunning 4.♗b5!, after which Black can hardly regain the pawn at once, whereas if 4…♕e7, then 5.d3 and White is on top.


4…♗ e7?


A weak move. Better was 4…fxe5 and Black’s chances, in connection with the threat of a queen check on h4, would not have been worse.


5.exf6 gxf6?


The decisive mistake. It would have been better to play 5…♘xf6 6.♘c3 ♗b4, although it would hardly have changed the outcome of the game.


[image: image]


6.♕ h5+ ♔ f8 7.♗ c4 ♕ e8


7…♗b4+ 8.c3 ♕e7 9.cxb4 ♕xe4+ 10.♘e2 offered no salvation for Black.


8.♗ h6+


Black resigned since White has a simple mate next move: 8…♘xh6 9.♕xh6#




Game 15C30


Piotr Chrobak2031


Piotr Chmiel1993


Poland tt 2007 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 ♗ c5


The main line in the King’s Gambit Declined.


3.♘ f3 d6 4.♗ c4 ♘ f6 5.d3 ♘ c6 6.c3?!


Stronger is 6.♘c3, with somewhat better chances.


6…0-0 7.a4?


Given that White is preparing to castle on the queenside, this is the wrong plan. 7.♕e2 was to be preferred.


7…a5 8.♘ a3?! exf4 9.♗ xf4 d5 10.exd5 ♖ e8+ 11.♔ d2 ♘ xd5 12.♗ g5?


12.♗xd5 was relatively better.


12…♗ e3+ 13.♗ xe3 ♘ xe3 14.♕ b3


[image: image]


14…♕ f6?


Black misses a pretty tactical shot. Correct was 14…♘xc4+ 15.♘xc4 ♗f5 and Black wins.


15.♘ b5?


White returns the favour. He had the nice 15.♗xf7+! ♕xf7 16.♕xf7+ ♔xf7 17.♖ae1 ♘g4 18.♘g5+ ♔f8 19.♘xh7+ ♔f7 20.♘g5+, and Black can’t escape the pursuit.


15…♖ e7 16.♘ bd4? ♕ f4


The deadly discovered check is unstoppable. White resigned.




Game 16C30


Rudolf Charousek


Gyula Makovets


Budapest m 1893





1.e4 e5 2.f4 ♗ c5 3.♘ f3 d6 4.b4!? ♗ xb4 5.c3 ♗ a5 6.♗ c4 ♗ b6 7.d4 ♗ g4 8.fxe5 dxe5


Correct is 8…♕d7, so as to protect the bishop and the f7-square at the same time.


[image: image]


9.♗ xf7+ ♔ f8


9…♔xf7 runs into 10.♘xe5+.


10.♗ a3+ ♘ e7 11.0-0! exd4 12.♕ b3! g6 13.♗ xg6!


Total destruction! Black resigned.




Game 17C30


Richard Réti


Abraham Speijer


Rotterdam 1919





1.e4 e5 2.f4 ♗ c5 3.♘ f3 d6 4.c3 ♘ c6 5.♗ b5 ♗ d7 6.d4 exd4 7.cxd4 ♗ b6 8.♘ c3 ♘ ge7 9.f5! ♘ a5


Black has played the opening passively (5…♗g4 was a more energetic option). Instead, 9…d5? would be poor in view of 10.exd5 ♘b4 11.♗xd7+ ♕xd7 12.♘e5, but he should have tried 9…0-0.


10.♗ d3! c5 11.0-0 cxd4 12.♘ d5 f6


[image: image]


13.♘ g5! 0-0


Or 13…fxg5 14.♗xg5 ♘ac6 15.f6 and wins.


14.♕ h5! fxg5


If 14…h6, then 15.♘e6 ♗xe6 16.fxe6 secures the victory for White.


15.♗ xg5 ♖ f7 16.♘ xe7+ ♖ xe7 17.♕ h4 ♘ c6 18.♗ c4+ ♔ h8 19.f6 gxf6 20.♗ xf6+


Black resigned.




Game 18C30


Alexander Alekhine


Oscar Tenner


Cologne 1911





1.e4 e5 2.♗ c4 ♘ f6 3.d3 ♗ c5 4.♘ c3 d6 5.f4


The King’s Gambit Declined has arisen from a transposition of moves.


5…♘ c6


Poor is 5…♘g4? 6.f5! ♘f2 7.♕h5 0-0 8.♘f3 ♘xh1 9.♘g5 h6 10.♘xf7 ♖xf7 11.♕xf7+ ♔h8 12.♗g5! hxg5 13.♕h5#.


6.♘ f3 ♗ g4 7.♘ a4!? exf4 8.♘ xc5 dxc5 9.♗ xf4 ♘ h5 10.♗ e3 ♘ e5?


Another way for Black to lose was 10…♘d4? 11.♗xd4 cxd4 12.♗xf7+ (Spielmann-Caro, Berlin 1907). The correct way to play is as follows: 10…♕e7! 11.♗b5 f5! 12.♗xc6+ bxc6 13.♕d2! fxe4 14.♘g5 0-0 15.♘xe4 ♖ae8 16.♗f2 ♕d6! 17.♕e3 ♕g6 18.0-0 ♗f3 19.♗g3 ♘xg3 20.hxg3 ♗xe4 21.♖xf8+ ♔xf8 22.♕xc5+ ♔g8 23.dxe4 ♕xe4 ½-½ (Alekhine-Tenner, Cologne 1911, according to Tenner).
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11.♘ xe5!


The Legall’s Mate motif (see Game 115: Stolarova-Vozarova).


11…♗ xd1 12.♗ xf7+ ♔ e7 13.♗ xc5+ ♔ f6 14.0-0+♔ xe5 15.♖ f5#


(According to Alekhine)




Game 19C30


Mikhail Chigorin


Dion Martinez


New York 1889





1.e4 e5 2.f4 ♗ c5 3.♘ f3 d6 4.♘ c3 a6?! 5.♗ c4


White could have taken on e5.


5…♘ c6 6.d3 ♗ g4 7.h3?!


A more reliable option is 7.♖f1, with rough equality.


7…♗ xf3 8.♕ xf3 ♘ d4 9.♕ g3


If 9.♕d1, then 9…♕h4+.


9…♘ xc2+ 10.♔ d1 ♘ xa1 11.fxe5 dxe5


The natural move 11…♔f8 loses to 12.♖f1!.


12.♖ f1 ♘ f6?


It was necessary to secure a safe retreat for the king by 12…♘e7 and 13…♔d7, with exciting play. Even stronger though was 12…♕d4!, so as to prepare for castling queenside.


13.♕ xg7 ♔ d7


If 13…♖f8, then both 14.♖xf6 and 14.♗g5 are good.


14.♖ xf6 ♔ c8 15.♖ xf7 ♗ d6


15…♖f8 was better, of course, but even here White should have won after 16.b4!, planning 17.♗b2.
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16.♗ g5 ♕ e8 17.♘ d5 ♖ g8


17…♕xf7 18.♕xf7 would not change much.


18.♖ xc7+!


And Black resigned on account of 18…♔b8 19.♖xb7+ ♔c8 20.♘b6#.




Game 20C30


Emanuel Lasker


C.R. McBride


Chicago sim 1902





1.e4 e5 2.f4 ♘ c6 3.♘ f3 f6?!


Black’s main replies are 3…d6 and 3…exf4.


3…f5!? deserves attention too, e.g. 4.♘c3 fxe4 5.♘xe5 ♘f6 6.d3 exd3 7.♗xd3 ♗c5 8.♘e4 ♘xe5 9.♘xc5 ♘xd3+ 10.♕xd3 b6 11.♕e3+ ♔f7 12.♕b3+ ♔f8 13.♘d3 ♕e7+ (Westerinen-Liiva, Parnu 1996).


4.♗ c4 exf4


Black played 4…♗c5 in Schwarzkopf-Behrend, Hamburg 1993, but after 5.fxe5 he blundered with 5…♘xe5?? (correct was 5…fxe5 with mutual chances). There followed 6.♘xe5 fxe5 7.♕h5+, and White won shortly afterwards.


5.d4 g5 6.♘ xg5! h6??


6…♘h6 7.♕h5+ ♔e7 was at least better, although it could not have saved Black.
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7.♕ h5+ ♔ e7 8.♕ f7+ ♔ d6 9.e5+ fxe5


Or 9…♘xe5 10.♘e4+ ♔c6 11.♕d5+ ♔b6 12.♕b5#.


10.♘ e4#




Game 21C30


Mikhail Chigorin


Osip Bernstein


Kiev 1903 (8)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 ♘ f6 3.fxe5 ♘ xe4 4.♘ f3 ♘ g5 5.c3 ♘ xf3+ 6.♕ xf3 ♕ g5?!


Better was 6…d6 with rough equality.


7.♗ e2 ♕ xe5 8.0-0 ♕ e7 9.d4 c6?


This is too slow. Black has already moved nine times, but his pieces have not even started to develop; and, even worse, they find themselves blocked in their starting positions! Correct was 9…d5, with somewhat the better chances for White, although he is a pawn down.


10.♕ g3 d5 11.♗ g5 ♕ d7?


Relatively better is 11…f6 12.♖e1 fxg5 13.♗h5+ g6, as seen in another game between the same opponents, although even in this case, White has considerable winning chances.
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12.♗ g4


Even stronger was 12.♗h5!.


12…♕ xg4 13.♖ e1+ ♗ e7?


Suicide. 13…♕e6 would have allowed Black to keep the game going for a while.


14.♖ xe7+ ♔ f8 15.♕ d6! ♕ d1+ 16.♖ e1+ ♔ g8 17.♕ d8#




Game 22C30


Emanuel Lasker


NN


Manchester sim 1903





1.e4 e5 2.f4 d6 3.♘ f3 ♘ c6 4.♗ b5 ♗ g4


Or 4…♗d7 5.0-0 ♘f6 6.♘c3 ♗e7 7.d4 exd4 8.♘xd4 0-0 9.♘xc6 bxc6 10.♗c4, with a somewhat more pleasant game for White.


5.0-0 a6


In the event of 5…f6 6.d4 a6 7.♗xc6+ bxc6 8.dxe5 dxe5 9.♕e2 ♗d6 10.f5 ♘e7 11.♗e3 ♕b8 12.b3 ♗h5 13.h3 ♗f7 14.c4, White is for preference.


6.♗ a4


Objectively stronger is 6.♗xc6+ bxc6 7.d3, with advantage to White.


6…b5 7.♗ b3 ♘ d4?


Overlooking a standard sacrifice on f7. He should have played 7…♘f6.


8.♗ d5?


White misses 8.♗xf7+! ♔xf7 9.♘g5+ ♔e8 10.♕xg4 ♘xc2 11.fxe5, with great winning chances.


8…c6?


Black, in turn, rejects 8…♗xf3 9.gxf3 c6, with the better prospects, for no good reason.


9.♘ xd4


And again, he should have played 9.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 10.♘g5+ ♔e8 11.♕xg4 ♘xc2 with complications.


9…♗ xd1 10.♗ xc6+ ♔ e7 11.♘ c3?


Correct was 11.♘f5+ ♔e6 12.♖xd1, and White retains certain chances.


11…exd4?


11…♕b8! was literally winning, as Black would threaten to check on b6 and also secure the d8-square for his king.


12.♘ d5+ ♔ e6 13.f5+ ♔ e5 14.d3 g5 15.g3?


It is now White who could have won with 15.♗e3!! ♘e7 (15…dxe3 16.♖axd1) 16.c3 dxe3 17.d4+ ♔xe4 18.♘f6++ ♔d3 19.♗e4+ and mates.


15…♗ h6! 16.c3


16.h4 loses to 16…f6! 17.hxg5 fxg5 18.♗xa8 ♗xc2 19.♘b4 ♕xa8 20.♘xc2.
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16…g4??


The logical outcome of this messy game would have been as follows: 16…♗g4 17.♗e3! dxe3 18.d4+ ♔xe4 19.♘f6++ ♔d3 20.♗e4+ ♔c4 21.♗d5+, with perpetual check.


17.♗ f4+


Black resigned, for if 17…♗xf4, then 18.gxf4#.




Game 23C30


Robert James Fischer


M. McDermott


New York sim 1964





1.e4 e5 2.♗ c4 ♘ f6 3.♘ c3 ♗ c5 4.f4 d6 5.♘ f3 ♗ g4 6.h3


Another possibility is 6.fxe5 ♗xf3 7.♕xf3 dxe5, with rough equality.


6…♗ xf3 7.♕ xf3 ♘ c6 8.d3 ♘ d4 9.♕ g3 ♘ xc2+


9…0-0 would give Black an edge.


10.♔ d1


But not 10.♔e2? ♘h5 11.♕g4 ♘xa1 12.fxe5 ♘c2.


10…♘ xa1


10…♘h5 11.♕g4 ♘xa1 12.♕xh5 0-0 13.f5! and White’s attack is highly dangerous.


11.♕ xg7 ♖ f8 12.fxe5 dxe5 13.♖ f1 ♗ e7 14.♗ g5 ♘ xe4?


An old analysis of Chigorin ends with 14…♘h5? 15.♗xf7+! ♔d7 16.♕xe5 with a winning position. After 14…♕d7!, trying to bring his king to safety, Black is just slightly worse.


15.♘ xe4 f5


15…♗xg5 loses to 16.♖xf7 ♕e7 17.♖xe7+ ♗xe7 18.♕xe5.


16.♕ xh7
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16…♗ xg5??


A grave mistake, although the correct 16…♕d7 17.♖xf5 0-0-0 (or 17…♖xf5 18.♕g8+ ♗f8 19.♕g6+ ♖f7 20.♘f6+) 18.♕xe7 ♕xe7 (18…♖xf5 19.♗e6 ♖xg5 20.♘c5!) 19.♗xe7 ♖xf5 20.♗e6+ would not change the result.


17.♕ g6+


With mate to follow on f7 or e6. Black resigned.


Falkbeer Counter-Gambit




Game 24C31


Jacob Rosanes


Adolf Anderssen


Breslau m 1862





1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5


The Falkbeer Counter-Gambit.


3.exd5 e4 4.♗ b5+ c6 5.dxc6 ♘ xc6 6.♘ c3 ♘ f6 7.♕ e2?!


More natural is 7.♘ge2 or 7.d3 (7.d4).


7…♗ c5 8.♘ xe4 0-0 9.♗ xc6 bxc6 10.d3 ♖ e8 11.♗ d2 ♘ xe4


Another good idea is 11…♗xg1 12.♖xg1 ♗g4, and White is deprived of castling rights.


12.dxe4 ♗ f5


White is already in deep trouble due to the unsettled position of his king.


13.e5


13.0-0-0 ♖xe4 14.♕d3 was the lesser evil.


13…♕ b6 14.0-0-0 ♗ d4 15.c3 ♖ ab8 16.b3 ♖ ed8 17.♘ f3


Or 17.cxd4 ♕xd4.
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17…♕ xb3! 18.axb3 ♖ xb3 19.♗ e1 ♗ e3+!


Mate is unstoppable. White resigned.




Game 25C31


Adolf Anderssen


Emil Schallopp


Berlin m 1864 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3.♘ f3 dxe4 4.♘ xe5 ♗ d6 5.♗ c4


A better option is 5.d4 exd3 6.♗xd3 ♗xe5 7.♕e2 or 5.♕e2.


5…♗ xe5 6.fxe5 ♕ d4?


Ignoring development. 6…♘c6 was correct, e.g. 7.e6 ♗xe6 8.♗xe6 fxe6 9.♕h5+ g6 10.♕g4 ♘d4 11.♕xe4 ♘f6, with advantage to Black.


7.♕ e2 ♕ xe5 8.d4 ♕ xd4


Better was 8…♕e7.


9.♘ c3 ♘ f6 10.♗ e3 ♕ d8 11.0-0 h6 12.♗ c5 ♘ bd7
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13.♕ xe4+!


Black resigned: 13…♘xe4 14.♗xf7#


King’s Gambit Accepted




Game 26C33


Paul Keres


G. Foeldsepp


corr m 1931 (4)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.d4?! ♕ h4+ 4.♔ e2 b6 5.c4 g5 6.♘ f3 ♕ h6 7.g3 ♘ f6 8.♘ c3 ♗ a6


After 8…♗b7 9.♕d3 ♘c6 Black is also for preference.


9.♔ f2 fxg3+?!


Stronger is 9…♗b4.


10.♔ g2


Or 10.♔g1, with rough equality.


10…♕ g6?


Keeping the important pawn alive was not a good idea. After 10…gxh2 11.♖xh2 ♕g7 anything could still happen.


11.hxg3 g4


11…♘xe4? 12.♘xe4 ♕xe4 13.♗d3 would have led to disaster, but 11…♗b7 deserved attention.


12.♘ e5 ♕ g7 13.♗ e2


Even better was 13.♗h6!? ♕g8 14.♗xf8 ♕xf8 15.♘xg4 ♘xg4 16.♕xg4.


13…♗ d6


With 13…h5, Black could fight on.


14.♕ f1


After 14.♗h6 ♕g8 15.♖f1 ♗xe5 16.dxe5 White is also better.


14…♔ e7??


Relatively better was 14…♘g8 15.♗f4 h5.
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15.♕ xf6+! ♔ xf6


Also poor is 15…♕xf6 16.♘d5+ ♔d8 17.♘xf6 ♗xe5 18.dxe5.


16.♘ d5+ ♔ e6 17.♖ h6+ ♕ g6


Or 17…♕xh6 18.♗xg4+ f5 19.♗xf5#.


18.♗ xg4+ f5 19.♗ xf5#




Game 27C33


Akiba Rubinstein


A. Mundt


Lodz 1907





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4


The Bishop’s Gambit.


3…♘ f6 4.♘ c3 ♗ b4 5.♘ f3 d6 6.0-0 0-0 7.♘ d5!? c6?


The natural 7…♘xd5 8.exd5 h6 would have been stronger.
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8.♘ xb4 ♕ b6+ 9.d4 ♕ xb4 10.♗ d3 ♖ e8 11.c3 ♕ b6 12.♗ xf4 d5


After 12…♘xe4 13.♗xe4 ♖xe4 14.♘g5 White is also winning: the rook and the d6-pawn are attacked, while ♕h5 is the main threat. 12…c5 would have been more tenacious.


13.e5 ♘ e4 14.♘ g5! ♘ xg5 15.♗ xg5 ♖ xe5 16.♗ xh7+! ♔ f8


Or 16…♔xh7 17.♕h5+ ♔g8 18.♕xf7+ ♔h8 19.♗f6 gxf6 20.♖xf6.


17.♖ xf7+! ♔ xf7 18.♕ h5+


Black resigned.




Game 28C33


Karel Martisek


Petr Prokop


Brno 1996 (8)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4 ♕ h4+


The check is obvious, but it may be not the strongest continuation.


4.♔ f1 ♗ c5?!


Losing a tempo for no reason. He should have played 4…d6, 4…d5, 4…♘f6 or 4…g5.
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5.d4 ♗ b6 6.♘ f3 ♕ e7


Also possible is 6…♕f6 7.♘c3 ♘e7.


7.♗ xf4 d6 8.♘ c3


Having lost his castling rights, White has a clear advantage anyway due to his dominance in the centre.


8…♗ g4 9.h3 ♗ xf3 10.♕ xf3 ♘ d7 11.e5 0-0-0?


Black had to play 11…dxe5 12.♘d5 ♕d6, although he would hardly have had an enviable position.


12.exd6 cxd6 13.♘ d5 ♕ f8 14.♗ a6??


After 14.♕a3 White was simply winning.


14…bxa6 15.♘ xb6+ ♔ c7??


Avoiding 15…axb6 16.♕c6+ ♔b8 17.♗xd6+, and not without reason. However, Black could have won by 15…♘xb6 16.♕c6+ ♔b8 17.c4 ♕e7 18.c5 ♘c8, as d6 would have been safely protected.


16.♘ d5+


Black resigned.




Game 29C33


Daniel Harrwitz


Adolf Anderssen


Breslau m 1848 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4 ♕ h4+ 4.♔ f1 ♗ c5?!


4…g5 is stronger, as seen in the 6th match game between the same opponents: 5.d4 ♗g7 6.♘c3 ♘e7 7.♘f3 ♕h5 8.e5 f6 9.♘e4 ♖f8 10.♔g1 g4 11.exf6 ♗xf6 12.♘xf6+ ♖xf6 13.♘e5 d5 14.♗e2 f3 15.gxf3 gxf3 16.♗xf3 ♕h4 17.♗e3 ♘bc6 18.♗f2 ♕f4 (but 18…♕g5+ is even better for Black).


5.d4


White is already clearly better.


5…♗ b6 6.♘ f3 ♕ e7 7.♘ c3 ♘ f6


Equally poor is 7…♘c6 8.♘d5 ♕xe4 9.♘g5 ♕xd4 10.♕xd4 ♘xd4 11.♘xf7 ♘xc2 12.♖b1[image: image], but 7…d6 looks better.


8.e5 ♘ h5 9.♘ d5 ♕ d8 10.g4 fxg3 11.♗ g5 f6 12.exf6 gxf6


If 12…g2+, then 13.♔xg2 gxf6 14.♘e5! and wins.


13.♘ e5


White could also win by 13.♕e1+ ♔f8 14.♗h6+ ♔f7 15.♘f4+ d5 16.♗xd5+ ♕xd5 17.♘xd5 ♗h3+ 18.♔e2.


13…0-0


Or 13…g2+ 14.♔xg2 ♘f4+ 15.♗xf4 ♖g8+ 16.♘g4 ♖g6 17.♖e1+ ♔f8 18.♘xb6 axb6 19.♗h6+ ♖xh6 20.♘xh6 and White wins.


14.♕ xh5!
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14…fxg5+ 15.♘ f6+ ♔ g7 16.♕ xh7+ ♔ xf6 17.♘ g4#




Game 30C33


Alexander McDonnell


Louis de la Bourdonnais


London m 1834 (20)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4 ♕ h4+ 4.♔ f1 d6 5.d4 ♗ g4!?


The other moves are 5…g5 and 5…♗e6.


6.♕ d3?!


This is rather weak. 6.♘f3, with complex play, has more logic behind it.


6…♘ c6! 7.♗ xf7+?


7.♗xf4? ♕f6 8.♕g3 ♘xd4 is equally poor, but the simple 7.♘c3 is better.


7…♔ xf7 8.♕ b3+ ♔ g6


After 8…♔e7! 9.♕xb7 ♘xd4 Black has dangerous threats.


9.♕ xb7 ♘ xd4 10.♕ xa8 ♘ f6 11.♘ a3 f3 12.g3


After 12.e5 dxe5 13.♘c4 ♗b4 14.♘xe5+ ♔h5 15.♘gxf3 ♗xf3 16.♘xf3 ♖xa8 17.♘xh4 ♘xc2 Black wins. 12.♘c4?? leads to mate by force: 12…fxg2+ 13.♔xg2 ♗h3+ 14.♘xh3 ♕g4+ 15.♔f2 ♕f3+ 16.♔g1 ♘e2#


12…♗ h3+ 13.♔ e1 ♕ g4 14.♗ e3 d5!


The strongest. 14…♗g2 15.♗xd4 d5 16.♕xa7 ♕xe4+ 17.♔d2 ♗xh1 was sufficient either.


15.♕ xa7 ♘ c6 16.♕ xc7 d4 17.♗ d2?


This just expedites White’s defeat, though 17.♕xc6 dxe3 18.♘xh3 ♕xh3 can’t save him either.


17…♕ xe4+ 18.♔ d1 f2


[image: image]


19.♘ xh3 ♕ f3+ 20.♔ c1 ♕ xh1+


White resigned in the face of inevitable mate after 21.♘g1 fxg1♕+ 22.♗e1 ♕xe1#.




Game 31C33


John Schulten


Lionel Kieseritzky


Paris m 1844





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4 ♕ h4+ 4.♔ f1 b5 5.♗ xb5 ♘ f6 6.♘ c3?!


Simpler, and also a much stronger option, is 6.♘f3 ♕h5 7.♘c3 g5? (7…♗b7) 8.d4 ♗b7 9.h4 ♖g8 10.♔g1 gxh4?? (10…g4) 11.♖xh4 ♕g6 12.♕e2 ♘xe4? 13.♖xf4 f5 14.♘h4 ♕g3 15.♘xe4 and 1-0 (Short-Kasparov, London 1993).


6…♘ g4 7.♘ h3 ♘ c6


After 7…c6 8.♗e2 d6 9.♔g1 both sides would have had roughly equal chances.


8.♘ d5


White could have maintained slightly the better chances with 8.♗e2 ♘f6.


8…♘ d4?!


8…♗d6 9.d4 f3= is a less risky option for Black.


[image: image]


9.♘ xc7+ ♔ d8 10.♘ xa8 f3?!


Things would have been far from clear after 10…♘xb5 11.♕f3 ♗b7 12.♕xf4 ♕f6 13.♕xf6+ gxf6! (but not 13…♘xf6? 14.♘g5).


11.d3 f6


11…fxg2+ loses to 12.♔xg2 ♕xh3+ 13.♔xh3 ♘f2+ 14.♔g2 ♘xd1 15.♗a4.


12.♗ c4?


White loses two tempi with this move, which he can hardly afford in such a sharp position. He ought instead to have played 12.♗f4, which would have led to a tense struggle.


12…d5!


Another reasonable possibility was 12…♗b7!?.


13.♗ xd5 ♗ d6 14.♕ e1?


14.e5 was absolutely necessary so that the d5-bishop could participate in the defence.


14…fxg2+ 15.♔ xg2 ♕ xh3+!! 16.♔ xh3 ♘ e3+ 17.♔ h4


17.♗e6 also loses on account of 17…♗xe6+ 18.♔h4 ♘f3+ 19.♔h5 ♗f7#.


17…g5+


Or 17…♘f3+ 18.♔h5 ♗g4#.


18.♔ h5 ♗ g4+ 19.♔ h6 ♗ f8#




Game 32C33


Fritz Riemann


Adolf Anderssen


Breslau 1876





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4 ♕ h4+ 4.♔ f1 d5 5.♗ xd5 ♘ f6


Or, for example, 5…g5 6.♕f3 ♘f6 7.g3 ♕h6 8.gxf4 gxf4 9.d4 ♘xd5 10.exd5 ♗d6 11.♘c3 ♗f5 12.♘ge2 ♘d7 13.♗xf4 ♗xf4 14.♕xf4 ♕xf4+ 15.♘xf4 0-0-0 16.♖g1 ♗xc2 17.♖c1 ♗g6, ½-½ (Blackburne-Burn, Ostend 1905).


6.♘ c3 ♗ b4 7.e5?!


It was better to play 7.♘f3!? ♕h5 8.♗b3 with approximate equality.


7…♗ xc3


The best. It may seem that 7…♘g4 with the idea of 8.♘h3? ♘xe5 is even stronger, but after 8.♕e2 the chances are level.


8.exf6 ♗ xf6 9.♘ f3 ♕ h5 10.♕ e2+ ♔ d8 11.♕ c4 ♖ e8 12.♗ xf7??


Better was 12.♕b3 ♗h4 13.h3 with some advantage for Black (but not 13.♗xb7?? ♕xf3+ 14.gxf3 ♗h3+ 15.♔g1 ♖e1#; 13.♗xf7?? ♕xf3+ 14.gxf3 ♗h3+ 15.♔g1 ♖e1#).
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12…♕ xf3+!!


A spectacular sacrifice.


13.gxf3 ♗ h3+ 14.♔ f2 ♗ h4+ 15.♔ g1 ♖ e1+ 16.♕ f1 ♖ xf1#




Game 33C33


Adolf Anderssen


Paul Journoud


Paris 1860





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4 d5 4.♗ xd5 ♘ f6 5.♘ c3 ♗ b4 6.♘ f3 c6


Worse is 6…♘xd5 7.♘xd5 ♘c6 8.0-0 when White’s prospects are better.


7.♗ b3 ♗ xc3 8.bxc3!?


After 8.dxc3 ♕xd1+ 9.♔xd1 ♘h5 the game is level.


8…♘ xe4 9.♗ a3 ♘ g5?


Stronger is 9…♕a5 10.♗b4 ♕f5.


10.0-0 ♘ xf3+?


10…♘e6!? deserved attention.


11.♕ xf3 ♗ e6


11…♕xd2?? is a grave mistake on account of 12.♖ad1 ♕d8 13.♖xd8+ ♔xd8 14.♕xf4+–.


12.♗ xe6 fxe6 13.♕ h5+


Also good was 13.♕xf4.


13…♔ d7 14.♖ xf4 ♔ c8 15.♖ d4 ♘ d7 16.♖ f1


16.♖e1 was equally strong.


16…♕ e8


He should have tried 16…e5!? 17.♖b4 ♕a5.


17.♖ f7??


Much better was 17.♕xe8+ ♖xe8 18.♖f7, and White should probably win.


17…♘ f6??


A blunder. He should have played 17…g6 18.♖dxd7 gxh5 (but not 18…♕xd7? 19.♕e5 ♕xf7 20.♕xh8+ ♔c7 21.♕xa8+–) 19.♖c7+ ♔d8, and Black is on top.


18.♗ d6! ♘ d5?


18…♕d8 19.♕h3 ♖e8 is somewhat more persistent.
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19.♖ xd5! cxd5


19…♕d8 20.♕e5! is no remedy.


20.♖ c7+


Black resigned on account of 20…♔d8 21.♕g5+.




Game 34C34


Pablo Cuellar


Willie Reussner


Nice ol 1974 (11)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 d6 4.d4 ♘ f6?!


4…g5 is a key main line. After the text move, Black at once gets into a worse position while having no extra pawn to suffer for.


5.♘ c3 ♗ e7 6.♗ xf4 0-0 7.♗ d3 h6?!


7…♘c6 works in case of 8.♕d2 (or 8.d5 ♘b4 9.♗c4 a5 10.a3 ♘a6 11.♗e3 ♘g4 12.♗d2 ♗f6 13.♕e2 ♘c5 14.0-0 ♘d7 15.h3 ♘ge5 16.♘d4 ♘xc4 17.♕xc4 ♗xd4+ 18.♕xd4 f6=), e.g. 8…♘b4 9.♗c4 ♘xe4 10.♘xe4 d5 11.♘c5 dxc4 12.♕xb4 b6 13.♕xc4 bxc5 14.dxc5 ♗f6 15.c3 ♖e8+ 16.♔f2 ♗e6. But after 8.a3! White is simply better.


8.♕ d2 ♖ e8 9.0-0-0 ♘ c6 10.e5 dxe5 11.dxe5 ♘ h7?


If Black had planned the knight retreat to h7, this should have been done without the preliminary exchange of pawns. Here, instead, moving it to d7 was to be preferred, although Black would have remained under severe pressure.
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12.♕ e3! ♗ d7 13.♗ xh7+ ♔ xh7 14.♕ d3+


Black resigned.




Game 35C35


Peter Wells2490


Vasily Yemelin2475


Budapest 1994 (6)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 ♗ e7


The Cunningham Variation.


4.♗ c4


4.d4 d5 (4…♗h4+ 5.♔e2 d5 6.e5 ♗g4 is also OK) 5.e5 g5 6.♗e2 c5 7.0-0 ♘c6 8.c3 ♗e6 and Black is better.


4…♗ h4+


After 4…♘f6 5.e5 ♘g4 6.♘c3 d6 7.exd6 ♗xd6 8.♕e2+ ♕e7 9.♕xe7+ ♔xe7 10.0-0 f6 (10…♗e6=) 11.d4, White’s initiative fully compensates the missing pawn.


5.♔ f1 d5 6.♗ xd5 ♘ f6 7.♗ b3 ♗ g4


If 7…♘xe4?, then 8.♕e2!.


8.♘ c3


Necessary, as 8.d3 0-0 9.♗xf4 bumps into 9…♘xe4!.


8…♘ c6 9.d3 g5 10.e5 ♗ xf3 11.♕ xf3 ♘ xe5 12.♕ h3?


Better was 12.♕e2.
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12…♘ fg4 13.♘ e4


His last feeble chance lay in 13.♘d5 (so as to prevent 13…♕f6+, upon g2-g3 and the exchange on g3) 13…c6 14.g3 cxd5 15.gxh4, although even this looks insufficient for White to hold.


13…f5 14.g3


Another way to lose was 14.♗e6 ♘e3+ 15.♗xe3 g4 16.♗xf4 gxh3 17.♗xe5 fxe4 18.♗xh8 ♔e7!.


14…fxe4 15.gxh4 ♕ d4 16.♕ g2 gxh4


White resigned on account of 17.♗xf4 ♖f8 18.♕d2 exd3.




Game 36C35


Samuel Reshevsky


Ladislaus Döry


Berlin sim 1920





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗ c4 ♗ e7 4.♘ f3 ♗ h4+ 5.g3!? fxg3 6.0-0 gxh2+


6…d5! 7.♗xd5 (7.exd5 ♗h3!) 7…♘f6 8.♗xf7+ (8.♘xh4 ♘xd5 9.exd5 ♕xh4 10.♕e2+ ♔d8[image: image]) 8…♔xf7 9.e5!? ♗h3 10.exf6 ♗xf1 11.♕xf1 gxh2+ 12.♔h1 ♗xf6, with advantage to Black.


7.♔ h1 ♘ h6?!


Better was 7…d5! 8.♗xd5 ♘f6 9.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 10.♘xh4 ♖f8 11.♕f3 ♔g8 12.d3 and Black is OK.


8.d4 ♕ e7 9.♗ xh6 gxh6 10.♘ e5 ♗ f6


10…♘c6!? 11.♖xf7 ♕g5 looks interesting.


11.♕ h5 ♖ f8 12.♘ xf7 ♕ xe4+


Instead 12…♖xf7 13.♕xf7+ ♕xf7 14.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 15.e5 is losing on the spot.


13.♔ xh2 ♕ xc2+? 14.♔ g3


White threatens 15.♖e1+. The text move is sufficient to win the game, although he could have done it faster with the spectacular 14.♘d2! ♕xd2 15.♔h1!, when Black is defenceless against the numerous threats.


14…♗ h4+


14…♖g8+ 15.♘g5+ ♖g6 16.♘a3 is equally poor.
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15.♕ xh4 ♕ xc4


15…♖g8+ would not have changed much in view of 16.♔f4! ♕xc4 17.♖e1+ ♕e6 18.♖xe6+.


16.♕ d8#




Game 37C37


Rudolf Spielmann


Erich Cohn


Opatija 1912 (7)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.d4 d5?


Black has several much better possibilities here, from the reliable 4…h6 to the somewhat risky (but ambitious) 4…g4. He makes the wrong choice.


5.exd5 g4 6.♕ e2+ ♕ e7?


He should have blocked the check with the knight, thereby retaining the possibility of capturing on d5 with the queen, with reasonable chances of making a successful defence.


7.♘ e5!


White has calculated precisely that his opponent will not be able to win the pinned knight.


7…f3 8.gxf3 gxf3 9.♕ xf3 f6 10.♗ b5+ ♔ d8 11.0-0 ♘ h6 12.♕ xf6 ♖ g8+ 13.♔ h1 ♗ h3 14.♕ xe7+ ♔ xe7
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15.♖ xf8! ♖ xf8 16.♗ g5+ ♖ f6


If 16…♔d6, then White mates: 17.♘c4+ ♔xd5 18.♘c3+ ♔xd4 19.♗e3#


17.♘ c3


Black resigned.




Game 38C37


Jouy


Louis de la Bourdonnais


Paris 1836





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.♗ c4


Modern theory approves of 4.h4 here.


4…g4 5.♘ e5


5.0-0!? leads to the Muzio Gambit. See Games 40 to 43.


5…♕ h4+ 6.♔ f1 f3!?


Also possible was 6…♘h6!.


7.♘ xf7 ♘ c6


Here, and on moves 8 and 9, he had the strong …b7-b5!, with the better prospects.


8.d4 ♗ g7 9.c3 ♘ f6 10.♘ xh8 d5 11.exd5 ♘ e4 12.♕ e1 g3 13.♗ d3??


After 13.♘d2!, the result might have been different: 13…fxg2+ 14.♔xg2 ♗h3+ 15.♔g1 ♘xd4 16.hxg3! and there is no mate on f3.


13…fxg2+ 14.♔ xg2 ♗ h3+ 15.♔ g1 ♘ xd4
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16.♕ xe4+


Neither 16.♗xe4 gxh2+ 17.♔xh2 ♗e5+, nor 16.cxd4 ♗xd4+ 17.♗e3 gxh2+ 18.♔xh2 ♗e5+ 19.♔g1 ♕xe1+ 20.♗f1 ♕xf1# can save White.


16…♕ xe4 17.♗ xe4 ♘ e2#




Game 39C37


Fritz Riemann


Adolf Anderssen


Breslau 1877





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.♗ c4 g4 5.♘ e5 ♕ h4+ 6.♔ f1 f3


Later Black started to play 6…♘h6, for example, 7.d4 ♘c6 8.♘xc6 dxc6 9.♗xf4 ♗e6 10.♗xe6? (10.♗b3=) 10…fxe6 11.♕d2 ♗g7 12.g3 ♕h3+ 13.♕g2 ♕h5 14.c3 e5 15.dxe5 ♗xe5 16.h3 0-0-0 and White faced a violent attack (Marshall-Chigorin, Vienna 1903).


7.d4 ♘ f6 8.♘ c3 d6


8…fxg2+ 9.♔xg2 ♕h3+ 10.♔g1 d5 11.♗xd5 ♘xd5 12.♘xd5 ♗d6 can hardly be recommended because of 13.♕e1 ♘d7 14.♘xd7 ♗xd7 15.e5 0-0-0 16.exd6 ♖de8 17.♕a5 b6 18.♕a6+ ♔b8 19.dxc7+ ♔a8 20.♘xb6# (Chigorin-Winawer, Berlin 1881).


At the same time, 8…♘c6 deserves attention, planning 9.♗xf7+ ♔d8 10.♗b3? (10.♗f4) 10…♘xe5 11.dxe5 fxg2+ 12.♔xg2 ♕h3+ 13.♔f2 ♗c5+ 14.♔e1 ♕h4+ 15.♔d2 ♘h5 16.♖f1 ♕xh2+ 17.♕e2 ♘g3, 0-1 (Zukertort-Anderssen, Breslau 1864).


9.♘ d3?


A better option was 9.♘xf7!? ♖g8 10.e5 fxg2+ 11.♔xg2 dxe5 12.♘xe5 ♕h3+ 13.♔g1.


9…fxg2+ 10.♔ xg2 ♘ c6 11.♘ b5 ♗ d7


After 11…♔d8 12.e5 a6 13.♘xc7 ♔xc7 14.exf6 ♗f5 Black would probably have been able to convert his advantage. However, the text move is also fine.
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12.♘ xc7+ ♔ d8


Less clear was 12…♔e7!? 13.♘xa8 ♕h3+ 14.♔g1 ♘xd4 15.♗d5 ♘xd5 16.exd5, although Black’s initiative does look powerful.


13.♘ xa8 ♕ h3+ 14.♔ f2?


14.♔g1! ♘xd4 15.♘f4 ♘f3+ 16.♔f2 ♕h4+ 17.♔e3 was relatively better.


14…g3+ 15.hxg3 ♘ g4+?


After 15…♘xe4+! 16.♔g1 ♕xg3+ 17.♔f1 ♗h3+ 18.♖xh3 ♕xh3+ 19.♔e1 ♕h1+ 20.♔e2 ♘xd4+ 21.♔e3 ♘f5+ 22.♔e2 ♕g2+ White is mated.


16.♔ f3??


16.♔g1 ♕xg3+ 17.♔f1 ♖g8! (or 17…♘xd4) would have retained chances for a successful defence.


16…♘ xd4+


White resigned without waiting for 17.♔f4 ♗h6#.




Game 40C37


Richard Réti


Rudolf Spielmann


Opatija 1912





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.♗ c4 g4 5.0-0!?


The Muzio Gambit. White sacrifices a piece and goes all in for the sake of attack.


5…d5


This standard sacrifice does not really work here and just helps White to get two strong pawns, plus the attack, for the piece. It is better to take the knight at once.


6.exd5 gxf3 7.♕ xf3 ♗ d6 8.d4 ♘ e7 9.♗ xf4 ♗ xf4 10.♕ xf4 0-0 11.♘ c3 ♘ g6 12.♕ e3!? ♔ g7 13.♖ ae1 ♘ d7 14.♘ e4 f5 15.♘ g3 ♘ b6


Also possible was 15…♘f6, with complex play.


16.♘ h5+ ♔ h8 17.♕ h6 ♖ g8?


It was necessary to protect the 7th rank as well by 17…♖f7. Then, if 18.d6?, he would simply take on c4.
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18.d6! ♕ f8


Or 18…♘xc4 19.♖e7, winning.


19.♖ e8!


Black resigned on account of 19…♕xe8 20.♘f6 or 19…♕xh6 20.♖xg8#.




Game 41C37


Johannes Zukertort


Adolf Anderssen


Breslau m 1865





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.♗ c4 g4 5.0-0 gxf3 6.♕ xf3 ♕ f6 7.e5 ♕ xe5 8.d3 ♗ h6 9.♘ c3 ♘ e7 10.♗ d2 c6?!


10…0-0 and it’s not clear if White has adequate compensation for the piece.


11.♖ ae1 ♕ c5+ 12.♔ h1 d5 13.♗ xd5?!


Another match game between the same opponents saw 13.♕h5 ♕d6 14.♗xd5 cxd5 15.♘xd5 ♘bc6 16.♗c3 ♗d7 17.♖xe7+ ♘xe7 18.♖e1 ♗f8 19.♗b4 ♕g6 20.♕e5 ♗c6 21.♗xe7 ♗xd5 22.♗f6+ ♗e6 23.♕b5# (Zukertort-Anderssen, Breslau 1865).


13…cxd5 14.♘ xd5 ♗ e6 15.♘ f6+ ♔ d8?


It would have been better to play 15…♔f8, when Black would have retained excellent chances to ward off the attack while keeping the extra material.
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16.♕ xb7 ♘ ec6


Better was 16…f3! 17.♕xa8 ♗xd2 18.♕xb8+ ♘c8.


17.♖ xf4?!


He should have played 17.♕xa8 ♕xc2 18.♗a5+ ♔e7 19.♗c3!, followed by 20.♕b7+.


17…♗ c8??


Stronger was 17…♕b6 18.♕xa8 ♗xf4 with a safe position.


18.♖ d4+!


Of course, not 18.♕xa8 ♗xf4 19.♗xf4 ♕f2 and Black is on top.


18…♘ xd4


Or 18…♕xd4 19.♗a5+! ♕b6 20.♗xb6+ axb6 21.♕xb6#.


19.♗ a5+! ♕ xa5 20.♕ e7#




Game 42C37


Alexei Shirov2500


Jerzy Lapinski2200


Daugavpils 1990





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.♗ c4 g4 5.0-0 gxf3 6.♕ xf3 ♕ f6 7.e5 ♕ xe5 8.♗ xf7+ ♔ xf7 9.d4 ♕ xd4+?!


It has been established by now that 9…♕f5 is the correct move, after which Black is close to winning with precise play. Opening up lines and giving White an extra tempo can’t be a good idea in itself.


10.♗ e3 ♕ f6 11.♗ xf4 ♔ e8 12.♘ c3


White does not achieve anything with 12.♕h5+ ♕g6! 13.♕e5+ ♗e7 14.♕xh8 d6!, when Black is still material ahead with a relatively safe position.


12…♘ c6


Stronger is 12…♘e7, maintaining the option of developing the knight on a6 so as to protect c7, and providing a defence of the f8-bishop by the rook.


13.♘ d5 ♕ g6


Poor is 13…♗c5+ 14.♔h1 ♕g6 15.♕c3!.


14.♖ ae1+ ♗ e7?


The final mistake; 14…♘ge7 and the game continues. White can capture on c7 with either piece and even win the a8-rook, but Black’s extra material affords him a kind of airbag. The main difference is that f8 is now protected, so 15.♗d6? would simply lose to 15…cxd6.


15.♗ d6! ♔ d8


15…♘f6 would not save Black in view of 16.♗xe7 ♘xe7 17.♘xe7! ♕g5 18.♘g6+ ♔f7 19.♘xh8+ ♔g7 20.♖e7+.
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16.♕ f8+ ♗ xf8 17.♗ xc7#




Game 43C37


Aron Nimzowitsch


Alexander Neumann


Riga 1899





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.♗ c4 g4 5.0-0 gxf3 6.♕ xf3 ♕ f6 7.d3 ♗ g7


7…d6 is more natural.


8.♘ c3 ♘ c6?


And this is a mistake. After 8…♘e7 the chances are equal.


9.♗ xf4


9.♘d5 would have put Black in a very difficult position.


9…♘ d4


9…♘e5 was stronger.


10.♕ f2 d6?


This is really bad. He might have kept some chances of defending with 10…♕g6.


11.♘ d5 ♕ d8 12.e5?


White lets slip part of his advantage, which may have been increased by 12.♗e3 ♘e2+ 13.♕xe2.


12…c6


12…♘f5? 13.♗g5 f6 14.exf6 ♘xf6 (or 14…♗xf6 15.♘xf6+ ♕xf6 16.♗xf6 ♘xf6 17.♖ae1+ ♔d8 18.♗e6 ♗xe6 19.♖xe6) 15.♖ae1+ ♔f7 16.♘xf6+ is victorious for White.


13.♗ g5! ♕ d7 14.♘ c7+ ♕ xc7 15.♗ xf7+ ♔ d7?


A tactical blunder, although Black is in big trouble already, e.g. 15…♔f8 16.♗e6+ ♔e8 17.exd6 ♘xe6 18.dxc7.


[image: image]


16.♕ f5+!! ♘ xf5 17.e6#




Game 44C37


Wilhelm Steinitz


Max Lange


Vienna m 1860





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.♗ c4 ♘ c6


Along with 4…g4, a good move.


5.d4 g4 6.c3?


It was probably better to play 6.0-0 at once.


6…gxf3 7.0-0


7.♕xf3 ♕h4+ 8.g3 deserved attention.


7…fxg2?!


Black had the strong 7…♕e7 here, and if 8.♕xf3, then 8…♘e5! 9.dxe5 ♕c5+.


8.♗ xf7+! ♔ xf7 9.♕ h5+ ♔ e7?


As often happens in the super-sharp King’s Gambit, one mistake is enough to lose the game. After the correct 9…♔g7 White could have forced a perpetual with 10.♕g4+, but hardly more than that.


10.♖ xf4 ♘ h6


Equally poor is 10…♘f6 11.♖xf6 ♔xf6 12.♗g5+ ♔g7 13.♗xd8 ♘xd8 14.♕g5+ ♔f7 15.♕xd8 ♖g8 16.♕xc7.
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11.♖ xf8?!


11.♖f2 would have won without problems.


11…♕ xf8


Other captures would have lost quickly: 11…♔xf8? 12.♗xh6+ ♔e7 13.♗g5+ ♔f8 14.♗xd8 ♘xd8 15.♕c5+ d6 16.♕xc7 or 11…♖xf8? 12.♗g5+ ♖f6 13.e5!


12.♗ g5+ ♔ e6 13.d5+ ♔ d6 14.♘ d2?


Imprecise. 14.♘a3!, taking b5 under control, would have finished him off at once.


14…♔ c5?


After 14…♘e5! 15.♗xh6 ♕f6 16.♗g5! ♕f8! things might have ended with a repetition of moves, although White could have played on with 17.♕h4!?.


15.♗ e3+ ♔ b5


Or 15…♔d6 16.♘c4+ ♔e7 17.♗g5+.


16.♕ e2+ ♔ a5


If 16…♔a4, then White wins with 17.b3+ ♔a5 18.♘c4+ ♔a6 19.♘d6+ ♔a5 20.♕b5#.


17.♘ b3+


Another way is 17.♘c4+ ♔a4 18.b3+ ♔b5 19.♘d6+ ♔a5 20.♕b5#.


17…♔ a4 18.♕ c4+ ♘ b4 19.♘ c5+ ♔ a5


Or 19…♕xc5 20.♕xc5 a5 21.b3+ ♔a3 22.♗c1#.


20.♕ xb4#




Game 45C39


Paul Morphy


Eugene Rousseau


New Orleans 1849





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.♘ g5 h6 6.♘ xf7 ♔ xf7 7.♕ xg4?!


7.♘c3 and 7.♗c4+ are the two main moves here, and with good reason.


7…♕ f6!


Equally good is 7…♘f6. 7…♗d6? 8.♗c4+ ♔f8 9.d4 benefits White.


8.♗ c4+ ♔ e7 9.♘ c3 c6


More accurate was 9…♔d8! 10.♘d5 ♕g7.


10.e5?


Stronger was 10.♖f1 or 10.d4!?.


10…♕ xe5+ 11.♔ d1


Poor was 11.♘e2 ♘f6 12.♕xf4 d6.


11…♔ d8 12.♖ e1 ♕ c5?


Stronger was 12…♘f6 followed by 13…♕h5+, and Black wins after the unavoidable exchange of queens.


13.♗ xg8 d5??


After 13…♕d4 it’s still anyone’s game. Alternatively, Black may try 13…d6 and White can’t proceed as in the game, as the queen is now protected.
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14.♖ e8+!! ♔ xe8 15.♕ xc8+ ♔ e7 16.♘ xd5+! ♔ d6


In the event of 16…♕xd5, the straightforward 17.♗xd5 cxd5 18.♕xb7+ ♔e6 19.♕xa8 decides the game.


17.♕ c7#


Or 17.♕e6#.




Game 46C39


Albin Planinc


Viktor Kortchnoi


Moscow 1975 (4)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.♘ e5 d6 6.♘ xg4


6.♘xf7? fails to 6…♔xf7 7.♗c4+ ♔e8 (Schlechter-Maroczy, Vienna 1903).


6…♘ f6


6…♗e7!, eyeing the h4-pawn, is considered to be the most precise and annoying line for the first player.


7.♘ f2


The more common 7.♘xf6+ ♕xf6 8.♘c3 ♗e6 gives chances for both sides.


7…♖ g8 8.d4 ♗ h6 9.♘ c3 ♕ e7


9…♘c6!


10.♘ d3


Poor was 10.♗c4? ♘c6! 11.0-0 ♘g4 12.♘xg4 ♗xg4 13.♕e1 ♘xd4 14.♘d5 ♗f3!! 15.♘xe7 ♖xg2+ 16.♔h1 ♖e2+ 17.♔g1 ♖xe1 and Black eats more pieces in the end.


10…♗ g4


10…♘xe4? won’t do on account of 11.♘d5 ♕d8 12.♕e2 f5 13.♕h5+.


11.♗ e2 ♗ xe2 12.♕ xe2 ♘ c6 13.♗ xf4?


Stronger was 13.e5! ♘xd4 (or 13…dxe5?! 14.dxe5 ♘g4 15.♘d5 with some advantage to White) 14.exf6 ♘xc2+ 15.♔d1 ♕xe2+ 16.♘xe2 ♘xa1 17.♗xf4 with complex play.


13…♘ xd4 14.♕ f2 ♘ xe4 15.♘ xe4 ♕ xe4+ 16.♔ d1


Or 16.♔f1 ♘xc2 17.♕xc2 ♖xg2 18.♕xg2 ♕xd3+ 19.♕e2+ ♕xe2+ 20.♔xe2 ♗xf4 and Black has the upper hand.
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16…0-0-0!


Black leaves one of his pieces en prise, but all the rest start playing at maximum strength.


17.♗ xh6 ♖ xg2! 18.♕ f1 ♘ xc2 19.♖ c1 ♕ g4+


White resigned.




Game 47C39


Joseph Henry Blackburne


Harry Wilson


Manchester sim 1880





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.♘ e5 ♘ f6 6.♘ xg4


The usual 6.♗c4 is more active.


6…♘ xe4 7.d3 ♘ g3 8.♗ xf4! ♘ xh1 9.♗ g5?


9.♕e2+ and White has full compensation for the sacrificed rook.


9…♗ e7 10.♕ e2 0-0??


After 10…h5! 11.♕e5 f6 12.♘xf6+ ♔f7 White just runs out of material.
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11.♗ xe7 ♖ e8 12.♘ h6+


Black resigned (12…♔g7 13.♕g4+ and mates).




Game 48C39


Akiba Rubinstein


Christopher Heath


Southport 1924 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.♘ e5 ♘ f6 6.♗ c4 d5 7.exd5 ♗ g7 8.d4 ♘ h5 9.♘ c3 0-0 10.♘ e2 c5! 11.♘ xf4?!


11.c3!


11…♘ g3! 12.♘ e6?!


This sharp line is dubious for White, to say the least. He should maybe have tried 8.♘c3 0-0 9.h5!?, preventing the knight from coming to g3. Or 9.0-0!.


12…♗ xe6


Steinitz-Schlechter (Vienna 1897) ran as follows: 12…fxe6! 13.dxe6 ♗xe6! 14.♗xe6+ ♔h8 15.♕xg4 ♘xh1 16.♗e3 cxd4?! (16…♗xe5! 17.dxe5 ♘c6 would retain a big material advantage in a relatively safe position) 17.♗xd4 ♕xd4 18.♕xd4 ♘c6 19.♘xc6 bxc6? (this hands the advantage to White) 20.♕c4 ♖ab8 21.0-0-0 ♗xb2+ 22.♔d2 ♘f2 23.♖b1 ♖bd8+ 24.♔e2 ♗g7 25.♖b7 ♖d4 26.♕xc6 ♖e4+ 27.♔d2 ♖d4+ 28.♔e3 ♘d1+ 29.♔e2 ♗h6 30.♗f7 ♖fd8 31.♕xh6, 1-0. Starting from move 16, Black let his great advantage slip away and even lost the game in the end.


13.dxe6 ♕ xd4?


The exchange of queens does not bring any relief to Black, as White’s e-pawn is very strong while Black still lags far behind with his development. It seems that 13…♘xh1 is better, for example, 14.♗g5 ♕b6!.


14.♕ xd4 cxd4 15.e7


Capturing on f7 with either piece was also strong.


15…♖ c8??


15…♗xe5 16.exf8♕+ ♔xf8 could still offer some resistance.
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16.♗ xf7+


White could also win by 16.♘xf7 ♖e8 17.♘d6+ ♔h8 18.♘xe8.


16…♔ h8 17.♗ e6 ♘ c6


Or 17…♖f8 18.♖g1! ♘d7 19.exf8♕+ ♘xf8 20.♘f7+ ♔g8 21.♘h6+ ♔h8 22.♗xg4 ♖e8+ 23.♔d1.


18.♘ f7+ ♔ g8 19.♘ d8+


Black resigned. If 19…♔h8 20.e8♕+ ♗f8 21.♕xf8#.




Game 49C39


Erling Kristiansen


Atanas Kolarov


Havana ol 1966 (5)





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.♘ e5 ♘ f6 6.♗ c4 d5 7.exd5 ♗ d6


[image: image]


8.d4 ♘ h5! 9.♘ xg4?


After 9.0-0! ♕xh4 10.♕e1 ♕xe1 11.♖xe1 0-0 the game is level.


9…♘ g3 10.♖ h2


Or 10.♖g1 ♕xh4 11.♘f2 ♕e7+.


10…♕ e7+! 11.♔ f2


11.♔d2 also loses: 11…♗xg4 12.♕xg4 ♕e3+ 13.♔d1 ♕g1+ 14.♔d2 ♕xh2 15.♕c8+ ♔e7 16.♕xh8 ♕xg2+


11…h5


White resigned on account of 12.♘e5 ♗xe5 13.dxe5 ♕c5+.




Game 50C39


Wilhelm Steinitz


Peter Wilson


London 1862





1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♘ f3 g5 4.h4 g4 5.♘ e5 ♘ f6 6.♗ c4 d5 7.exd5 ♗ d6 8.d4 ♘ h5 9.♗ b5+ ♔ f8 10.0-0?!


A brave sacrifice from the future World Champion. After 10.♘c3 the chances are equal.


10…♕ xh4 11.♗ xf4 g3?


If Black had exchanged the strong knight first with 11…♗xe5 and then played 12…g3, White would have had to muddy the water somehow to avoid losing on the spot.


12.♗ h6+ ♔ g8 13.♖ f3?!


Stronger is 13.♘f3! and Black is suffering, e.g. 13…♕g4 14.♕e2.


13…♕ h2+


The computer believes that Black holds the upper hand after 13…f6 14.♗e8 ♘g7, but this is really hard to understand, even for a modern player. To almost anybody’s eyes, the board is a complete mess.


14.♔ f1 ♕ h1+


After 14…♗xe5 15.dxe5 ♕h1+ 16.♔e2 ♕xd1+ 17.♔xd1 ♗g4, White’s positional dominance and Black’s extra exchange more or less outweigh each other.


15.♔ e2 ♕ xg2+ 16.♔ e3 f6?


As will be seen, the pawn should have moved one step further, where it is protected by the bishop.


17.♗ c4?


17.♗e8! ♘g7 18.♗f7+ ♔f8 19.♖xf6 was winning for White.


17…fxe5??


Just clearing the way for the opponent’s rook towards his king. Better were 17…♕h3 or 17…♕h2.
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18.♖ f8+!! ♗ xf8 19.d6+ ♗ e6 20.♗ xe6#


Bishop’s Opening


1.e4 e5 2.♗c4


This opening is mentioned in the 15th-century treatise by Lucena. It was quite popular in the medieval times. The famous Philidor expressed his appreciation of the Bishop’s Opening.


In its pure form, the Bishop’s Opening is a rare guest in modern chess, as Black is believed to equalise with ease. However, even elite players sometimes use this move order to arrive at the familiar Italian Game waters. An added bonus is that Petroff’s Defence is circumvented this way.




Game 51C23


Edward la Marca2080


John Capolongo


New York 1994





1.e4 e5 2.♗ c4 ♗ c5 3.♕ e2


White has better options in 3.♘f3 or 3.d3.


3…♘ c6


If Black is in no mood to enter tricky complications, he has the very straightforward 3…d6 at his disposal.


4.♗ xf7+ ♔ xf7 5.♕ c4+ d5 6.exd5


White has nothing to gain from 6.♕xc5 dxe4 7.♕c4+? ♗e6 8.♕xe4 ♘f6.


6…♗ d4?


Correct is 6…♘d4! 7.♕xc5 b6 8.♕c4 b5! 9.♕c5 ♘f6, keeping the better prospects.


7.dxc6+ ♗ e6 8.♕ e2 ♕ d5 9.cxb7 ♖ b8 10.♘ f3 ♗ g4?
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11.♘ g5+


Black resigned.




Game 52C23


Rakhil Eidelson2225


Raissa Gagloshvili2085


Smolensk 1988





1.e4 e5 2.♗ c4 c6 3.♕ e2


3.♘c3 ♘f6 4.d4 is objectively stronger.


3…♘ f6 4.♘ f3 d6 5.♘ g5?!


5.d4!


5…d5 6.exd5 h6??


Anticipating the knight’s retreat. The a2-g8 diagonal should have been blocked: 6…cxd5 7.♕xe5+ ♗e7 8.♗b5+ ♘c6, and Black is for preference.
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7.♕ xe5+ ♗ e7 8.♘ xf7! ♔ xf7 9.d6+


Black resigned.




Game 53C23


Lanjiois


Brosseau


Paris 1987





1.e4 e5 2.♗ c4 ♗ c5 3.b4!? ♗ b6


Or 3…♗xb4 4.c3 with some compensation.


4.♘ c3 ♘ f6 5.♘ f3 ♘ xe4?


5…0-0 is more solid and strong.


6.♗ xf7+! ♔ xf7 7.♘ xe4 ♖ e8?


Another mistake. If 7…d6, then 8.c4 is unpleasant, although this would be relatively better (or maybe 7…d5!? 8.♘xe5+ ♔g8, with some compensation).


8.♘ fg5+ ♔ g8 9.♕ h5 h6
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10.♘ f6+?


Black resigned, although after 10…♕xf6 (the only move) 11.♕xe8+ ♕f8 he might have kept some drawing chances. White, at the same time, could have claimed an immediate win with 10.♘f7! ♕e7 11.♘xh6+ gxh6 12.♕g6+ ♔h8 13.♘f6.




Game 54C24


Yakov Neishtadt


NN


USSR sim 1950





1.e4 e5 2.♗ c4 ♘ f6 3.d4 exd4 4.♘ f3 ♘ xe4


This is called the Urusov Gambit. A more reliable option is 4…♘c6, heading for the Two Knights.


5.♕ xd4 ♘ f6 6.♗ g5 ♗ e7 7.♘ c3 0-0


7…c6 8.0-0-0 d5 9.♖he1 ♗e6 is more frequently played.


8.0-0-0 ♘ c6 9.♕ h4 d6 10.♗ d3 h6 11.♗ xh6! gxh6?


Also poor is 11…♘g4? 12.♗g5. However, 11…♘e5! is relatively stronger, e.g. 12.♗g5 (12.♘xe5? ♘g4!) 12…♘xd3+ 13.♖xd3, although White keeps the initiative.


12.♕ xh6 ♘ b4 13.♘ g5 ♘ xd3+ 14.♖ xd3 ♗ f5 15.♖ g3 ♗ g6
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16.♘ e6!


Black resigned.




Game 55C24


Hugo Fähndrich


Wilhelm Steinitz


Vienna 1897





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.d4 exd4 4.♗ c4 ♘ xe4 5.♕ xd4 ♘ f6 6.♗ g5 ♗ e7 7.♘ c3 c6 8.0-0-0 d5 9.♖ he1 ♗ e6 10.♗ d3?


Better was 10.♕h4, with the initiative.


10…♕ a5 11.♔ b1 ♘ bd7 12.♘ e5


After 12.♘e2 c5 13.♕c3 ♕xc3 14.♘xc3 a6 Black is just slightly better.


12…c5 13.♕ h4


Also poor is 13.♕a4!? ♕xa4.


13…♘ xe5 14.♖ xe5 0-0-0


14…d4! was winning on the spot: 15.♖xe6 fxe6 (but not 15…dxc3 16.♗xf6 fxe6 17.♗xe7).


15.♗ d2


Better was 15.♗f5 d4 16.♗xe6+ fxe6 17.♘e4.


15…♕ c7


15…d4!? deserved attention.


16.♘ b5 ♕ xe5??


After the natural 16…♕b6 17.♕a4 a6 Black would have converted his advantage with ease. The queen is obviously misplaced on e5, given the shaky position of the black king.


[image: image]


17.♗ f4! ♕ h5 18.♘ xa7+ ♔ d7 19.♗ b5#


Vienna Game


1.e4 e5 2.♘c3


The opening was developed in the 19th century by a group of Viennese chess players headed by Carl Hamppe. The idea was to attack the centre by f2-f4, as in the King’s Gambit, after protecting the e4-pawn and taking d5 under control. Still, Black achieves a good game if he counterattacks with the thematic …d7-d5. Because of this possibility, the Vienna Game is an infrequent guest in modern top-level chess.


The famous romantic attacker of the early 20th century, Rudolf Spielmann from Austria, was a great master of this opening. He achieved a number of brilliant victories with the Vienna. In more recent times, Boris Spassky and Bent Larsen were among its adherents.




Game 56C25


Wilhelm Steinitz


Albert Beauregard Hodges


Skanealetes blindfold 1891





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♗ c5 3.f4 ♗ xg1


Although this looks appealing, 3…d6 is stronger.


4.♖ xg1 ♕ h4+?


Here again, the better option is 4…d6.
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5.g3 ♕ e7


After 5…♕xh2 6.♖g2 ♕h1 7.fxe5 White dominates the whole board.


6.fxe5


6.♘d5 ♕d6 7.♕g4 g6 8.fxe5 is not bad either.


6…♘ c6 7.d4 f6?


Once again, he had to play 7…d6, remaining worse but keeping some chances of defending.


8.♘ d5 ♕ d8 9.♗ f4


9.exf6 ♘xf6 10.♗g5 was winning on the spot.


9…g5??


Missing the last chance for 9…d6!.


10.♕ h5+ ♔ f8 11.♗ c4


Simpler was 11.♗xg5.


11…gxf4 12.gxf4 ♘ xd4 13.♘ xf6 ♕ e7


Or 13…d5 14.♗xd5 ♗e6 15.♗xe6 ♘xe6 16.♘xh7+, winning.


14.♗ xg8 ♘ xc2+ 15.♔ d1 h6 16.♗ b3 ♘ xa1
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17.♕ xh6+ ♖ xh6 18.♖ g8#




Game 57C25


Hermann Neustadtl


O. Valenta


Prague 1891





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ c6 3.f4 exf4 4.d4?!


The famous Steinitz Gambit. 4.♘f3 is more natural.


4…♕ h4+ 5.♔ e2 d5 6.exd5 ♗ g4+ 7.♘ f3 0-0-0?! 8.dxc6 ♗ c5 9.cxb7+ ♔ b8 10.♘ b5


After 10.♕e1!? ♕h5 (10…♖e8+? 11.♔d3! ♕d8 12.♕f2) 11.♔d1 Black’s activity and White’s extra material more or less balance each other.
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10…a6?!


It was better to exchange on f3 first: 10…♗xf3+ 11.gxf3 a6.


11.c3


White would have done better by unpinning at the first opportunity with 11.♔d2!. Then if 11…axb5? (if 11…♗xf3, then 12.♕xf3; the strongest move is 11…♕h5, yet still with the better prospects for White) 12.♘xh4 ♗xd1, the game comes to an abrupt end: 13.♔xd1 ♖xd4+ 14.♗d3, and 1-0 (Steinitz-Dupré, The Hague 1873).


11…axb5 12.♔ d3 ♗ f5+ 13.♔ d2 ♕ g4 14.♔ e2


The king searches in vain for a safe haven. Stronger was 14.♕e2, preparing to hide it on d1, and also threatening to take on b5.


14…♘ f6 15.♔ f2 ♘ e4+ 16.♔ g1


(this can hardly be called a haven)


16…♘ g5


Mate in one is on the agenda.


17.♗ xb5?


17.♗e2 was the only move, albeit not a saving one.
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17…♖ xd4! 18.cxd4 ♗ xd4+ 19.♔ f1


Or 19.♕xd4 ♘xf3+ and wins.


19…♕ xg2+!! 20.♔ xg2 ♗ h3#




Game 58C25


Saviely Tartakower


M. Berman


Paris 1934





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ c6 3.f4 exf4 4.♘ f3 g5 5.h4 g4 6.♘ g5


The Hamppe-Allgaier Gambit.


6…h6 7.♘ xf7 ♔ xf7 8.♗ c4+ ♔ e8


8…d5! is the likely refutation.


9.♕ xg4 ♘ e5??


He should have played 9…♕f6! 10.♗xg8 (10.♘d5 ♕e5) 10…h5!, with complex play.
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10.♕ h5+ ♔ e7


After 10…♘g6 White mates in two: 11.♕xg6+ ♔e7 12.♘d5#


11.♕ xe5#




Game 59C25


Weaver Adams


Charles Barasch


Baltimore 1948 (5)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ c6 3.♗ c4 d6 4.d3 ♘ f6 5.f4 ♗ g4 6.♘ f3 ♕ d7


Correct is 6…♘d4, forcing exchanges.


7.h3 ♗ e6 8.f5 ♗ xc4 9.dxc4


White has a slight but clear plus, as Black will have a hard time trying to get some counterplay.


9…g6 10.fxg6 fxg6?! 11.0-0 ♗ g7 12.♗ g5 0-0-0 13.♘ d5 ♖ df8 14.♕ d3 ♘ e8?!


What for?


15.♗ e3 h5 16.b4 ♗ h6?


He should have admitted the mistake: 16…♘f6


17.♗ xh6 ♖ xh6 18.b5 ♘ d4??


If 18…♘b8, then 19.♕e3 is a double attack. Still, this would have been the lesser evil.
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19.♘ xd4 exd4


Black blunders, although 19…♖xf1+ 20.♕xf1! exd4 21.♕f8 ♖h7 loses to 22.♘f6 ♕e7 23.♘xh7.


20.♖ xf8


Black resigned.




Game 60C25


Jacques Mieses


Mikhail Chigorin


Ostend 1906





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ c6 3.♗ c4 ♗ c5 4.♕ g4 ♕ f6?


Correct is 4…g6.
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5.♘ d5! ♕ xf2+ 6.♔ d1 ♔ f8 7.♘ h3 ♕ d4?!


7…h5 is the only way to offer some kind of resistance, for example: 8.♕g5 ♕d4 9.d3 ♗e7 10.♕g3! ♘f6 (Merry-M. Webb, Scarborough 2017), but White remains well on top after 11.♖f1.


8.d3 d6


Another poor continuation is 8…♗e7 9.♖f1 ♘f6 10.♕f3 h6 11.♘xf6? (11.c3! ♕c5 12.b4 is correct, with a huge advantage for White) 11…♗xf6 12.♕h5 ♘d8 13.♘g5?! (A.Kaplan-Wojtaszek, Tallinn jr 1997) 13…d5!=.


9.♕ h4 ♗ xh3 10.♕ xh3 ♘ a5
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11.♖ f1! ♘ xc4 12.♕ d7! f6 13.♘ xf6 ♕ f2


Or 13…gxf6 14.♖xf6+ ♘xf6 15.♗h6+ ♔g8 16.♕g7#.


14.♖ xf2 ♗ xf2 15.♘ h5


Black resigned.




Game 61C25


Georg Mohr2495


Ivan Leventic2400


Pula 1997





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ c6 3.g3 h5!? 4.♘ f3 ♗ c5 5.♗ g2 h4 6.♘ xh4
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6…♖ xh4! 7.gxh4 ♕ xh4 8.d4 ♘ xd4


Black has also been successful with 8…♗xd4.


9.♘ d5 ♘ f6?


After 9…d6 10.♗e3 White is for preference. It was better to retreat: 9…♘e6!?, with complicated play.


10.♘ xf6+?


The value of each move is extremely high in a sharp position like this. After this seemingly harmless exchange White loses his great winning chances and finds himself in a worse position.


Correct was 10.♘xc7+ ♔d8 11.♘xa8 ♘g4 12.♖f1! ♘xh2 13.♗e3 – having captured on a8, White could have returned part of his extra material in order to ward off the attack.


10…gxf6 11.0-0 d6 12.♔ h1


Also hopeless is 12.c3 ♗g4 13.♕d3 ♘e2+ 14.♔h1 0-0-0.


12…♔ e7! 13.♕ d2? ♗ h3 14.♕ d3


Or 14.f4 ♖g8.


14…♗ xg2+ 15.♔ xg2 ♕ g4+ 16.♕ g3 ♕ xe4+ 17.f3 ♕ h7


17…♘xf3! would have won faster: 18.♖xf3 ♕e2+ 19.♔h1 ♕d1+ 20.♔g2 ♕g1+ 21.♔h3 ♖h8+


18.♔ h1 ♖ g8 19.♕ e1 ♕ h3 20.♕ f2 ♘ f5


White resigned.




Game 62C26


Gergely Szabo2533


Viorel Popa Matei2096


Arad 2012 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ c6 3.g3 ♘ f6 4.♗ g2 ♗ c5 5.♘ f3 0-0 6.0-0 d6 7.d3 h6 8.♘ a4 ♗ b6 9.♘ xb6 axb6 10.♖ e1 ♖ e8


10…♗e6 11.d4 ♗g4! 12.c3 ♕d7 deserved attention.


11.b3 ♗ d7?!


A better option was 11…♗g4 12.h3 ♗h5 13.♗b2 b5, with complex play for both sides.


12.h3 ♕ e7?! 13.♗ b2 ♘ h7 14.d4 exd4 15.♘ xd4 ♘ g5 16.h4! ♘ h3+


A more reliable option was 16…♘e6 17.♘f5 ♕f8 18.a4 with somewhat better chances for White.


17.♔ f1


[image: image]


17…♘ e5?


He could at least have tried some decisive action to rescue the knight, which was stuck in the opponent’s camp: 17…♕f6 18.♕d2 g5 19.c4 ♘e5 or 18.♕f3!? ♕xf3 19.♗xf3 ♘xd4 20.♗xd4 g5, but even here White would have a great advantage.


18.♘ f5


Now it’s over.


18…♗ b5+ 19.c4


Black resigned.




Game 63C26


Oscar Conrad Müller


Ernst Grünfeld


Margate 1923 (2)





1.e4 ♘ f6 2.♘ c3 e5 3.g3 d5 4.exd5 ♘ xd5 5.♗ g2 ♗ e6 6.♘ ge2


More natural is 6.♘f3.


6…♘ c6 7.0-0 ♗ e7 8.d4 ♘ xc3 9.bxc3 ♗ d5 10.f3?


Blocking the bishop on his own accord and weakening the e3-square. Better is 10.dxe5 ♗xg2 11.♔xg2 ♘xe5 12.♗f4 and White’s activity counterbalances the weakness of his doubled c-pawns. Also possible is 10.♕d3, with rough equality.


10…0-0 11.♗ e3 ♕ d6 12.♕ d3? ♕ e6! 13.a4?


It was necessary to play 13.♖fe1 ♗c4 (or 13…♗xa2 14.f4! with a sharp game) 14.♕d2, maintaining a defensive position.


13…♗ c4! 14.♕ d2 exd4


White’s pieces are shaky on the e-file as a result of his 10th move.


15.cxd4


[image: image]


15…♗ b4! 16.♘ c3


16.c3 ♖fe8 would not change much.


16…♗ xf1 17.♗ xf1 ♘ e7! 18.♕ d3 ♗ xc3 19.♕ xc3 ♘ d5


White resigned.




Game 64C27


Jacques Mieses


NN


England sim 1900





1.e4 e5 2.♗ c4 ♘ f6 3.♘ c3 ♘ xe4 4.♕ h5 ♘ d6 5.♗ b3


5.♕xe5+ is only sufficient for equality.


5…♗ e7


In the event of 5…♘c6!? 6.♘b5 g6 7.♕f3 f5 8.♕d5 ♕e7 9.♘xc7+ ♔d8 10.♘xa8 b6 (the infamous Frankenstein-Dracula Variation), all three results are still possible – the draw being the least probable of all.


6.d3


Simpler was 6.♕xe5, with complete equality, while the most common reply is 6.♘f3.


6…0-0 7.♘ f3 ♘ c6 8.♘ g5 h6 9.h4!? ♘ e8??


Correct was 9…♘d4!, and if 10.♕g6?, then 10…♗xg5 11.♗xg5 (11.hxg5 ♘xb3 12.♕h5 ♘xc1 13.gxh6 g6) 11…♘xb3 12.♗xd8 fxg6, winning.


10.♘ d5?


Why not 10.♘xf7, with a decisive advantage?


10…♘ f6?


Here again, Black should have exchanged the dangerous bishop as soon as possible: 10…♘d4! 11.♕g6? (also weak is 11.♘xe7+ ♕xe7 12.♕g6 ♘f6; relatively better is 11.♘e4 ♘xb3 and White is a mere pawn down) 11…♗xg5! (bad is 11…fxg6? 12.♘xe7+ ♔h8 13.♘xg6# or 11…hxg5? 12.hxg5 fxg6 13.♘xe7#).


[image: image]


11.♕ g6!


Black resigned on account of 11…fxg6 12.♘xe7++ ♔h8 13.♘xg6#.




Game 65C26


Stanislav Stanek2005


Jan Zilavy1657


Tabor 2012 (6)





1.♘ c3 e5 2.e4 ♘ f6 3.♗ c4 ♗ c5 4.d3 d6 5.♗ g5 c6 6.a3 ♘ bd7 7.♕ d2 b5 8.♗ a2 ♕ c7 9.♘ f3 ♗ b7 10.0-0 0-0 11.♘ e2


Better was 11.♘h4, keeping a slight edge.


11…a6


The active 11…d5! was also stronger.


12.h3 ♗ b6 13.♘ g3 ♖ ac8?


Some preventive measures were urgently required: 13…♔h8!


[image: image]


14.♘ f5


Strange as it may seem, Black is busted at this point, as most of his pieces are too far from his king.


14…♖ ce8


Or 14…d5 15.♗h6! ♘e8 (15…gxh6 16.♕xh6 ♘e8 17.♘e7+ ♔h8 18.♘g5 ♘ef6 19.♘f5) 16.♗xg7 ♘xg7 17.♕g5, winning.


15.♘ xg7


Black resigned. A sample follow-up could be 15…♔xg7 16.♗xf6+ ♘xf6 (16…♔xf6 17.♕g5#) 17.♕g5+ ♔h8 18.♕xf6+.




Game 66C29


Josef Netik


Helmut Klausner


cr 2000





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ f6 3.f4 exf4?!


3…d5! is much better.


4.e5 ♘ g8 5.♘ f3


5.♕e2!?


5…g5 6.♗ c4 g4 7.0-0!?


[image: image]


7…gxf3?


Black lags far behind in development and is also experiencing difficulties in defending f7, so it was worth trying 7…d5!? 8.♗xd5 (or 8.exd6 gxf3) 8…♘e7, with unclear play.


8.♕ xf3 ♗ c5+?


His last chance lay in 8…♕h4!?, preventing the direct onslaught, at least for the time being.


9.♔ h1 ♕ h4


But this is too late, as White centralises his queen with a gain of tempo.


10.♕ d5! ♔ d8?


10…♕e7 11.d4 ♗b4 12.♖xf4 could not save Black.


11.♕ xc5


The game has been decided by this moment. There followed:


11…♘ e7 12.d3 f3 13.♖ xf3 ♕ e1+ 14.♕ g1 ♕ xe5 15.♖ xf7 ♘ bc6 16.♗ f4 ♕ h5 17.♕ e3 h6 18.♖ e1


Black resigned.




Game 67C29


Emil Schallopp


George Gossip


Manchester 1890





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ f6 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 ♘ xe4 5.♘ f3 ♘ xc3?!


White now gets the reinforced pawn centre at no cost. Black usually plays 5…♗e7, 5…♗g4 or even 5…♗c5!? 6.d4 ♗b4! 7.♗d2 c5, with a sharp position.


6.bxc3 ♗ e7 7.d4 0-0 8.♗ d3 ♗ g4 9.♖ b1 b6 10.0-0 c5 11.h3 ♗ h5?


After the correct 11…♗e6 12.♗f4 c4! White keeps the initiative, but no more than that.
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12.♗ xh7+!


The classic bishop sacrifice, known since Polerio’s writings in the 16th century.


12…♔ xh7 13.♘ g5+ ♗ xg5


Retreating with the king would not save Black:


A) 13…♔g6 14.♕d3+ f5 15.exf6+ ♔h6 16.♕h7#,


B) 13…♔g8 14.♕xh5 ♗xg5 15.♗xg5 ♕e8 16.♗f6! gxf6 17.♕g4+ ♔h8 18.♖f5 with mate to follow shortly.


14.♕ xh5+ ♗ h6


Or 14…♔g8 15.♗xg5 ♕c7 16.♗f6!, with lines similar to the note above.


15.♗ xh6


15.♖f6! was a faster way to win.


15…gxh6


He could have prolonged the fight with 15…g6! 16.♕g5 ♕xg5.


16.♖ f6 ♔ g7 17.♕ xh6+ ♔ g8 18.♕ g5+ ♔ h7 19.♖ h6#




Game 68C29


Samsonov


Rashid Nezhmetdinov


Kazan 1929





1.e4 e5 2.♘ c3 ♘ f6 3.f4 d5 4.fxe5 ♘ xe4 5.♘ f3 ♗ b4 6.♕ e2 ♗ xc3 7.bxc3 ♗ g4 8.♕ b5+ c6


8…♘d7!? 9.♗e2 (9.♕xd5? ♗xf3) 9…c6 10.♕xb7 0-0 leads to very sharp play as well.


9.♕ xb7 ♗ xf3 10.♕ xa8 ♗ xg2!?


Also good is 10…0-0.


11.♗ e2


Better was 11.♗xg2 ♕h4+ 12.♔e2 0-0 (after 12…♕f2+ 13.♔d1 ♕xg2 Black does not even have a perpetual: 14.♕xb8+ ♔d7 15.♕xa7+! ♔e6 16.♖g1 and wins) 13.♕xa7 with complex play.


11…♕ h4+ 12.♔ d1 ♘ f2+ 13.♔ e1 ♘ d3+ 14.♔ d1
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14…♕ e1+! 15.♖ xe1 ♘ f2#


Latvian Gambit and rare replies to 2.♘f3


1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 f5


The Latvian Gambit starts with the moves 1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 f5. In the 19th century, this pawn sacrifice was known as the King’s Gambit with colours reversed. After it had been analysed in depth by players from Riga, the name Latvian Gambit became widely accepted in chess literature.


The opening is known to be quite risky for the second player. However, over-the-board games may drift to complications very soon. The gambit rarely makes its way into the professional chess arena.




Game 69C40


Jan Westman


Erkki Havansi


Krakow Wch-jr 1964 (6)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 f6?


This is bad in every respect: no piece is developed and no threat posed, while his own king is weakened.


3.♘ xe5!


3.d4 or 3.♗c4 also secure an edge.


3…♕ e7


Or 3…fxe5? 4.♕h5+ ♔e7 (if 4…g6 5.♕xe5+ ♕e7 6.♕xh8 ♘f6, White should play 7.d3 d5 8.♗g5 ♘bd7 9.♘c3 c6 10.h4! with a winning position) 5.♕xe5+ ♔f7 6.♗c4+ ♔g6 7.♕f5+ ♔h6 8.d4+ g5 9.h4! ♗e7 10.hxg5+ ♔g7 11.♕f7#.


This line was given by Damiano in 1512.


4.♘ f3 d5


If 4…♕xe4+, then 5.♗e2 with a subsequent 0-0 and ♖e1 and a clear edge.


5.d3 dxe4 6.dxe4 ♕ xe4+ 7.♗ e2 ♘ c6 8.0-0 ♗ d7 9.♘ c3 ♕ e6


Poor was 9…♕g6? 10.♘e5! ♘xe5 11.♗h5 or 9…♕f5 10.♗d3.


10.♗ f4 0-0-0 11.♘ b5 ♗ e8


After 11…♘e5 12.♘xa7+ ♔b8 13.♘b5 Black is simply a pawn down.


12.♗ d3 ♗ d6 13.♖ e1 ♕ g4?


13…♕f7 14.♗xd6 cxd6 15.♗f5+ ♔b8 16.♘xd6 also loses, but Black goes for immediate suicide.


14.♗ xd6 cxd6
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15.♖ xe8! ♖ xe8 16.♗ f5+!


Black resigned. If 16…♕xf5, then 17.♘xd6+.




Game 70C40


Nail Khalilov1670


Maxim Vdovin1798


Anapa 2012 (8)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 d5?!


A frequent choice of grandmaster Anatoly Lutikov. Black strives for an open and sharp game, no matter that the opponent may obtain the better prospects.


3.exd5 e4 4.♘ e5?!


The correct way to play is 4.♕e2! ♘f6 5.d3 ♕xd5 6.♘bd2 ♘c6 7.dxe4, with the better prospects for White.


4…♕ xd5 5.d4 exd3 6.♘ xd3 ♘ f6 7.♘ c3 ♕ f5 8.♗ e2 ♗ d6 9.0-0 0-0 10.♘ e1?!


Too passive a move. Better was 10.h3.


10…♘ c6 11.♗ d3 ♕ h5 12.♕ xh5 ♘ xh5 13.a3 ♘ f4 14.♗ e4 ♗ e6 15.b3 ♗ e5


[image: image]


16.♗ d2??


16.♗xf4 would have led to rough equality.


16…♗ xc3


White resigned on account of 17.♗xc3 ♘e2+.




Game 71C41


Tatiana Melamed2279


Peter Schmitzer2060


Bad Wörishofen 2015 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♕ e7?! 3.♘ c3 c6 4.d4 d6


The position now resembles the Philidor Defence, albeit with Black having fewer chances to fight for the initiative due to the premature queen development.


5.a4


A useful move that prevents …b7-b5.


5…a5 6.♗ e2 h6 7.0-0 ♘ f6 8.b3!?


A trendy way of playing Philidor-type positions: White eyes the d6- and/or e5-pawns and also strengthens his queenside.


8…♕ c7 9.♗ a3 ♗ e7 10.d5 0-0?


This is stereotyped play by Black. He is paying insufficient attention to his adversary’s obvious intentions. Instead, 10…♘bd7 was necessary.
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11.♘ xe5! cxd5


If 11…dxe5, then of course White has 12.d6.


12.♘ b5 ♕ b6


Equally hopeless for Black was 12…♕d8 13.exd5 dxe5 (if 13…♘a6 14.♘c4 ♘e8 15.♗f3 White has an extra pawn and, much more importantly, an overwhelming position) 14.d6.


13.exd5 ♘ bd7 14.♘ c4 ♕ d8 15.♘ cxd6 ♘ b6 16.♘ xc8 ♗ xa3 17.♘ xb6


Black resigned.




Game 72C40


Hans Jürgen Bade


Olaf Heinzel2310


Porz 1992 (9)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 f5 3.♗ c4


The stronger continuation here is 3.♘xe5.


3…fxe4 4.♘ xe5 d5


The age-old 4…♕g5 5.d4 ♕xg2 6.♕h5+ g6 7.♗f7+ ♔d8 8.♗xg6 ♕xh1+ 9.♔e2 (Greco) is a tactical mess, often seen in postal chess.


5.♕ h5+ g6 6.♘ xg6 hxg6


[image: image]


7. ♕ xh8 ♔ f7 8.♕ d4 ♗ e6 9.♗ e2 ♘ c6 10.♕ a4


10.♕e3!? ♗h6 11.f4 is interesting.


10…♕ g5 11.g3 ♗ c5 12.c3?


This move does not contribute to White’s development. 12.♘c3 ♕f5 13.♖f1 is probably better.


12…♗ h3 13.f4 ♕ f6?!


13…exf3 14.♗xf3 ♗d6 and Black has dangerous threats.


14.♗ f1 ♗ g4 15.♗ g2


15.♕b5!?.


15…♘ e5


[image: image]


16.h3??


White could have avoided losing at once by means of 16.d4!.


16…♘ d3+ 17.♔ f1 ♘ xf4 18.hxg4 ♘ xg2+ 19.♔ e2


Or 19.♔xg2 ♕f2+ 20.♔h3 ♘f6, mating soon.


19…♕ f3#




Game 73C40


Henk Hage


Nelson Alvarez Villar


cr 2000





1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 f5 3.♗c4 fxe4 4.♘xe5 d5 5.♕h5+ g6 6.♘xg6 hxg6 7.♕xg6+ ♔d7 8.♗xd5 ♘f6 9.♘c3 ♕e7 10.d3 exd3+ 11.♗e3 c6 12.♗b3 dxc2?


He should have played 12…♗h6 13.0-0-0 ♗xe3+ 14.fxe3 ♔c7 15.♕g3+ ♔b6 16.cxd3 ♗g4 17.♖df1, with a roughly equal game, although White might have more fun.


13.♕ xc2 ♔ c7
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14.♘ b5+!


After 14.0-0-0 ♗g4 15.♖d4! ♗h6 16.♗xh6 ♖xh6 17.♖xg4 White was also able to convert the position to a win in the end (Herling-Van Willigen, cr 1976).


14…♔ d8 15.0-0-0+♗ d7 16.♘ d6 ♖ h5 17.♗ f7 ♖ h4 18.♗ c5 ♕ e5 19.g3!


Black resigned.


If he tries 19…♕g5+, then White has 20.f4 ♕g7 21.♕b3, and if 19…b6, then the continuation would be 20.♘b7+ ♔c7 21.♗xf8; in both cases White wins.




Game 74C40


NN


Paul Keres


cr 1940





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 f5 3.♘ xe5 ♘ c6!?


An exciting gambit. Still, White can gain the upper hand with precise play. The main line goes 3…♕f6 4.d4 d6 5.♘c4 fxe4 6.♘c3 ♕g6 and now 7.f3 exf3 8.♕xf3 is promising. White is ahead in development.


4.♕ h5+ g6 5.♘ xc6


This leaves White slightly better, although 5.♘xg6 ♘f6 6.♕h4 ♖g8 7.♘xf8 ♖g4 8.♕h6 is objectively stronger.


5…dxc6 6.♕ e2 ♗ g7!?


Fighting for the initiative at all costs! 6…♘e7 is more solid, but more passive as well.


7.exf5+ ♘ e7 8.fxg6 ♗ f5


Weaker is 8…hxg6 9.d3 ♕d6 10.♘c3.


9.gxh7 ♕ d7 10.♕ h5+


Stronger was 10.d3, preparing to complete development while keeping the material advantage.


10…♗ g6 11.♕ h3 ♘ f5


Also good was 11…♕xh3 12.gxh3 ♗xc2 with approximate equality. However, Black gets ambitious on account of the opponent’s king being stuck in the centre.


12.♕ d3 ♕ f7 13.♕ c4 ♕ f6 14.♘ c3 0-0-0


Even stronger was 14…♘d4 15.♗d3 0-0-0.


15.d3 ♖ de8+ 16.♗ e3


Or 16.♗e2 ♘d4 17.♖b1 b5 and Black is better.


16…♖ xe3+! 17.fxe3 ♘ xe3 18.♕ a4?


A mistake.


At the same time, 18.♕g8+ ♔d7! and 18.♘e4 ♗xe4 19.♕xe4 ♘xc2+ are equally poor.


18…♖ f8!


Black could not care less about the h7-pawn. His one and only target is the white king.


19.♗ e2?


This allows a pretty finish, although 19.♘e2 ♕xb2 would not change much.
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19…♕ xc3+!! 20.bxc3 ♗ xc3#




Game 75C40


Nerio Beltrami1956


Karl Heinz Bondick2155


Courmayeur Ech-sen 2011 (4)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 f5 3.♘ xe5 ♘ c6!? 4.♘ xc6


The most common reply, although Nunn recommends the simple and strong 4.d4.


4…dxc6 5.♘ c3 ♘ f6 6.e5 ♘ g4 7.d4 c5 8.d5 ♘ xe5 9.♕ e2 ♔ f7!?


Or 9…♕e7 10.♗f4 ♘g6 11.♗xc7, with advantage to White.


10.♗ f4?


Better was 10.♕xe5! ♗d6 11.♕e2 ♖e8 12.♗e3 f4 13.♕h5+ with a clear edge.


10…♘ g6


Also good was 10…♗d6.


11.♕ h5 ♗ d6 12.♗ g5 ♖ e8+ 13.♗ e2 ♗ e7 14.♗ xe7 ♕ xe7 15.0-0-0 ♔ g8 16.g3 a6 17.♗ d3 ♕ f6 18.g4?


Correct is 18.♖he1 with approximate equality.


18…fxg4
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19.f3?? ♖ e5


And White resigned shortly, as the queen could not be saved.


Philidor Defence


1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 d6


This opening borrows its name from the prominent French player of the 18th century, François-André Danican Philidor (1726-1795). After 1.e4 e5 2.♘f3, Philidor, in full accordance with his teachings on the pawn formations, considered 2…♘c6 to be weak as it blocks the pawn. He recommended 2…d6 instead, so that Black can later play …f7-f5. Although the immediate 3…f5 has been more or less refuted by subsequent analysis and practice, other continuations have been found that allowed the Philidor Defence to stand the test of time.


When playing the Philidor, Black is usually cramped but quite solid. A couple of noteworthy opening ideas have been found recently for the second player, resulting in a certain surge of interest in the old defence.




Game 76C41


Napoleon Bonaparte


Madame de Rémusat


Malmaison Castle 1804





1.♘ c3 e5 2.♘ f3!?


Napoleon’s love for cavalry revealed!


2…d6 3.e4


Now the Philidor Defence is reached: 1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 d6 3.♘c3!?


3…f5 4.h3 fxe4 5.♘ xe4 ♘ c6


Better was 5…d5! 6.♘c3 e4, with slightly better chances for Black.


6.♘ fg5?


A bold, albeit erroneous, pounce. He should have finally advanced the central pawn: 6.d4


6…d5 7.♕ h5+ g6 8.♕ f3


Giving a broad hint to Black about the f7-square.


8…♘ h6??


Correct was 8…♗f5, when Black is winning.


[image: image]


9.♘ f6+ ♔ e7 10.♘ xd5+ ♔ d6?


10…♔e8 is a bit more resilient.


11.♘ e4+ ♔ xd5 12.♗ c4+ ♔ xc4 13.♕ b3+ ♔ d4 14.♕ d3#




Game 77C41


Schulder


Samuel Boden


London 1860





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 d6 3.c3


Another rare continuation.


3…f5?!


The best reaction is 3…♘f6, making use of the fact that White’s knight can no longer protect the pawn from c3 (similar to the Ponziani Opening, see below).


4.♗ c4 ♘ f6?


Black should have gone for the wild 4…fxe4!? 5.♘xe5!? dxe5 6.♕h5+ ♔d7! (6…g6? 7.♕xe5+; 6…♔e7? 7.♕xe5+ ♔d7 8.♕e6#) 7.♗xg8 ♖xg8 8.♕f7+ ♗e7 9.♕d5+ ♗d6 10.♕f7+ ♔c6!.


5.d4!?


The immediate 5.♘g5 was simpler and also stronger.


5…fxe4?


Black overlooks the knight sortie for the second time. He should have played 5…♘xe4.


6.dxe5?


6.♘g5! was winning, e.g. 6…d5 (or 6…exd4 7.♘f7! ♕e7 8.♘xh8 d5 9.♗xd5! ♘xd5 10.♕h5+) 7.dxe5 dxc4 8.♕xd8+ ♔xd8 9.exf6.


6…exf3 7.exf6 ♕ xf6


7…fxg2? 8.f7+ ♔d7 9.♕g4+ ♔c6 10.♕xg2+


8.gxf3 ♘ c6 9.f4 ♗ d7 10.♗ e3 0-0-0 11.♘ d2 ♖ e8 12.♕ f3 ♗ f5 13.0-0-0?


After 13.♗d5! White is just slightly worse.
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13…d5! 14.♗ xd5 ♕ xc3+!! 15.bxc3 ♗ a3#




Game 78C41


Paul Morphy


Count Isouard/Duke of Brunswick


Paris 1858





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 d6 3.d4 ♗ g4?!


Black has a choice between 3…exd4, 3…♘d7 and maybe 3…♘f6 4.dxe5 ♘xe4, with White holding slightly the better chances in all cases.


4.dxe5 ♗ xf3


4…♘d7 5.exd6 ♗xd6 is a rather dubious gambit.


5.♕ xf3


Or 5.gxf3 dxe5 6.♕xd8+ ♔xd8 7.f4, and White is for preference (Pachman).


5…dxe5 6.♗ c4 ♘ f6?


6…♕f6 7.♕b3 ♗c5 8.0-0 ♗b6 9.a4 a5 10.♘c3 ♘e7 11.♗e3 ♘d7 12.♖ad1 with better chances for White.


7.♕ b3 ♕ e7


Poor was 7…♕d7 8.♕xb7 ♕c6 9.♗b5.


8.♘ c3!


Also strong was 8.♕xb7 ♕b4+ 9.♕xb4 ♗xb4+ 10.♗d2 or 8.♗xf7+ ♔d8 (8…♕xf7 9.♕xb7) 9.♕xb7 ♕b4+ 10.♕xb4 ♗xb4+ 11.c3 ♗c5 12.♗g5 ♘bd7 13.♘d2 ♖f8 14.♗e6 h6 15.♗xd7, and White won shortly in Tenk-Egert, Brno 1930.


8…c6 9.♗ g5 b5?


He should have played 9…♕c7.


[image: image]


10.♘ xb5! cxb5 11.♗ xb5+ ♘ bd7


If 11…♔d8, then 12.0-0-0+.


12.0-0-0 ♖ d8 13.♖ xd7! ♖ xd7 14.♖ d1 ♕ e6 15.♗ xd7+ ♘ xd7


[image: image]


16.♕ b8+!! ♘ xb8 17.♖ d8#




Game 79C41


Samir Rejaibi1499


Gerard Drogou2072


St Quentin 2001 (7)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 d6 3.d4 ♘ f6 4.♘ c3 ♘ bd7 5.♗ c4 ♗ e7 6.0-0


After 6.♗xf7+?! ♔xf7 7.♘g5+ ♔g8 8.♘e6 ♕e8 9.♘xc7 ♕g6 10.♘xa8 ♕xg2 11.♖f1 exd4 12.♕xd4 ♘e5 13.f3 ♘fg4! Black is on top.


6…0-0 7.h3 c6 8.a4 b6 9.♕ e2 a6 10.♖ d1 ♕ c7 11.dxe5 dxe5 12.♘ h4 g6?!


Stronger is 12…♘c5, with a nearly equal position.


13.♗ h6 ♖ d8 14.♘ f3 ♗ f8?


There was no alternative to 14…♘c5 at this point.


[image: image]


15.♗ xf7+! ♔ xf7 16.♕ c4+ ♔ e8 17.♕ e6+ ♗ e7 18.♘ g5


Mate is unavoidable. Black resigned.




Game 80C41


Sergey Ionov2530


Valery Yandemirov2535


Elista ch-RUS 1994 (11)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 d6 3.d4 ♘ f6 4.dxe5!? ♘ xe4 5.♕ d5 ♘ c5 6.♗ g5 ♗ e7


Worse is 6…♕d7 7.exd6 ♗xd6 8.♘c3 0-0 9.0-0-0 ♘c6 10.♘b5! when White has an attack (Tiviakov-Barbero, Imperia 1993).


7.exd6 ♕ xd6 8.♘ c3 ♘ e6?!


Better is 8…♕xd5 9.♘xd5 ♗d6 10.0-0-0 ♘e6 11.♗e3 ♘c6 12.♘d2! (Howell-Tepper, Pardubice 1994) or 8…0-0.


9.♗ xe7 ♕ xe7 10.0-0-0 ♘ c6


More natural was 10…0-0, although after 11.♕e4 White is somewhat better.


11.♕ e4! ♕ b4 12.♗ c4 0-0 13.♘ d5 ♕ c5 14.♕ h4


14.g4!? seems interesting.


14…♖ d8?!


14…b5!? was more active, although after 15.♗d3 f5 16.♗e2! Black remains with a bunch of weaknesses that should tell sooner or later.


15.♖ he1


The surprising 15.b4!? deserved attention. Normally, one should not expose one’s king in such a way, but White has concrete tactical grounds here in the weak opposing king and the vulnerable position of the d8-rook. A sample follow-up would be: 15…♕f8 16.b5 ♘a5? (16…♖b8!? would have left Black with some chances) 17.♘e7+ ♔h8 18.♗xe6 ♗xe6 19.♘g5, winning.


15…b5 16.♗ b3 ♗ b7??


Also poor was 16…a5?! 17.♘e5! ♘xe5 (17…a4 18.♘xc6 axb3 19.♕xd8+! ♘xd8 20.♖e8+ ♕f8 21.♘ce7+) 18.♖xe5 ♕f8 19.♘e7+ ♔h8 20.♕xh7+! ♔xh7 21.♖h5#. Relatively better was 16…♗d7.


[image: image]


17.♖ xe6! a5


Or 17…fxe6 18.♘g5 exd5 (18…h6 19.♘xe6 ♕d6 20.♘xd8+–) 19.♕xh7+ ♔f8 20.♘e6+.


18.♘ g5 h6 19.♖ xh6!


Black resigned.




Game 81C41


Ian Nepomniachtchi2707


Evgeny Vorobiov2597


Moscow 2012 (5)





1.e4 d6 2.d4 ♘ f6 3.♘ c3 e5 4.♘ f3 ♘ bd7 5.♗ e2 ♗ e7 6.g4!?


[image: image]


6…g6?


Better was 6…h6!.


7.g5 ♘ h5 8.h4 c6 9.a3 ♕ c7 10.♗ e3 b6?!


Kingside castling was obvious: 10…0-0 11.♕d2 (worse is 11.♘h2 ♘b6 12.♗xh5 gxh5 13.♕xh5 ♘c4∞ 14.♘g4? ♗xg4 15.♕xg4 ♕b6) 11…♘b6 12.0-0-0 ♗e6, with somewhat better chances for White.


11.♘ h2 ♘ g7 12.f4! ♘ e6


12…f5!? deserved attention.


13.f5 ♘ xd4 14.♗ xd4 exd4 15.♕ xd4 ♘ e5 16.f6 ♗ f8 17.♘ f3 ♗ e6


17…♗g4?! was also not an equaliser, in view of 18.♕e3 ♗xf3 19.♗xf3 0-0-0 20.0-0-0 h5 21.♗g2.


17…♗a6!? was probably better, setting a trap: 18.♗xa6?? ♘xf3+


18.0-0-0 0-0-0??


After 18…♘xf3 19.♗xf3 h5 there is plenty of play ahead.
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19.♘ xe5


If Black recaptures, a deadly check on a6 follows. Black resigned.




Game 82C41


Jordi Magem Badals2554


Miguel Rivera Domenech


Spain tt 2012 (3)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 d6 3.d4 exd4 4.♘ xd4 g6


4…♘f6 5.♘c3 ♗e7


5.♘ c3 ♗ g7 6.g3 ♘ c6 7.♗ e3 ♘ f6 8.h3 ♘ xd4 9.♗ xd4 ♗ e6 10.♗ g2 ♗ c4!? 11.♕ d2 0-0 12.0-0-0 ♖ e8 13.f4 ♕ c8?


Better was 13…c5! 14.♗xf6 (14.♗f2 ♕a5) 14…♗xf6 15.♕xd6 ♗xc3 16.♕xc5!? ♕b6.


14.e5 dxe5 15.♗ xe5 ♘ h5 16.g4?


Rejecting the natural 16.♗xg7, with a sizeable edge.
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16…♗ xe5?


Black makes no use of the chance he’s been offered.


After 16…♗h6! 17.gxh5 ♖xe5 it’s anyone’s game.


17.fxe5 ♘ g3


Or 17…♘g7 18.♘e4 ♔h8 19.♘f6 ♖f8 20.♕h6.


18.♖ he1


Black resigned, as he loses material: 18…c6 19.♕f4.


Petroff Defence


1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘f6


The key strategy of this opening, which was developed by the outstanding Russian chess masters of the 19th century, Alexander Petroff and Carl Jaenisch, lies in counter-attacking the e4-pawn so that Black can fight for the initiative from the very first moves.


White can usually keep some opening advantage with precise play, as he is one tempo ahead in the symmetrical positions that would normally arise. However, the black side has come up with a number of challenging ideas of late that allow him to complicate matters and obtain reasonable counter-chances. White is also trying various attacking possibilities.


The Petroff Defence is currently quite popular. Many leading players have made it part of their repertoires, such as Viswanathan Anand, Vladimir Kramnik, Anish Giri and Li Chao, not to mention the 12th World Champion, Anatoly Karpov.




Game 83C42


Mihail Marin2545


Francisco Balmiza Jimenez


Andorra 1997 (1)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.♘ c3 ♗ b4 4.♘ xe5 0-0!


4…♗xc3 does not equalise on account of 5.dxc3 ♘xe4 6.♕g4 or 4…♕e7 5.♘d3 ♗xc3 (5…♘xe4? 6.♘d5) 6.dxc3 ♕xe4+ (6…♘xe4? 7.♗e2 0-0 8.0-0 and ♖e1) 7.♕e2.


5.♗ e2


If 5.d3, then 5…d5!.


5…♖ e8 6.♘ d3 ♗ xc3 7.dxc3 ♘ xe4 8.0-0 d5?!


Better was 8…d6.


9.♘ f4 c6


Another possibility is 9…♘f6 10.♗e3 ♘c6 11.♕d2 ♘e5 12.♖ad1 c6 planning 13.c4 g5!? 14.♘h5 ♘xh5 15.♗xh5 ♘xc4, unclear.


10.♗ e3


If 10.c4, then 10…d4.


10…♘ d7 11.c4 dxc4 12.♗ xc4 ♘ b6


Or 12…♘e5 13.♕xd8 ♖xd8 when White is somewhat better.


13.♗ b3 ♕ xd1


13…♕f6 14.♕d4! or 13…♗f5 14.a4! ♕h4 15.a5 ♖ad8 16.♕e1 ♘c8 17.f3 leads to White’s advantage.


14.♖ axd1 ♗ f5 15.g4?!


Stronger was 15.a4 ♖ad8 16.a5 ♘c8 17.f3.


15…♗ g6?


Black could have almost equalised by 15…♗xg4! 16.f3 ♘g5!!, e.g. 17.fxg4 ♖xe3 18.h4 ♘e6 19.♘xe6 fxe6 20.♔f2 ♖e5 21.♖fe1 ♖xe1 22.♖xe1 ♖e8 23.♖xe6.
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16.h4 ♘ f6 17.h5


After 17.♗xb6? axb6 18.f3 c5 (18…♖e3 19.h5 ♖xb3 20.cxb3 ♗c2 21.♖d2) 19.h5 c4 20.hxg6 cxb3 21.gxf7+ ♔xf7 22.axb3 Black would have excellent chances to hold.


17…♗ e4 18.♗ xb6 axb6 19.f3 ♗ d5 20.c4


Black resigned. The game might have continued as follows: 20…♗e6 21.g5 ♘d7 22.♘xe6 ♖xe6 23.♖xd7




Game 84C42


Peter Erlbeck


Christoph Saring


Germany tt 1994/95 (6)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.♘ xe5 d6 4.♘ xf7!?


The Cochrane Gambit.


4…♔ xf7 5.d4 ♕ e7


Black has a good option in 5…c5!? 6.dxc5 ♘c6, giving up a third pawn while at the same time mitigating White’s pressure.


6.♘ c3 c6 7.♗ d3 g6 8.0-0 ♗ g7 9.f4 ♘ g4?


Black has no justification for this, as White is dominant in the centre. He had to go on with the rearrangement 9…♖f8 10.e5 ♘d5 11.♘e4 dxe5, with complex play.


10.e5 ♕ h4 11.h3 ♘ h6 12.♘ e4 ♖ d8?


After 12…d5 13.♘d6+ ♔e7 White would still be better.


[image: image]


13.f5! ♘ xf5 14.♗ g5 ♕ h5 15.♗ e2


Black resigned.




Game 85C42


Harald Klinger


L. Kervitcerova


Birkum 1997 (8)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.♘ xe5 ♘ xe4?! 4.♕ f3?


Stronger is 4.♕e2 ♕e7 5.♕xe4 d6 6.d4. White is better, although Black, with precise play, may get some initiative for the pawn. This variation is a favourite weapon of Austrian IM Friedrich Volkmann.


4…♕ e7


After 4…♘f6 the game is level.


5.d4


Better was 5.♕xe4, transiting to the variation cited above.


5…♘ g5?


Correct is 5…♘f6.
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6.♗ xg5 ♕ xg5 7.♘ xf7??


After 7.♕xf7+ ♔d8 8.f4 Black is dead lost.


7…♕ a5+??


Black could claim victory by 7…♕c1+! 8.♕d1 (8.♔e2 ♘c6!) 8…♕xd1+ 9.♔xd1 ♔xf7.


8.c3 ♖ g8 9.♘ e5 ♗ d6?? 10.♕ f7+ ♔ d8 11.♕ xg8+ ♔ e7 12.♕ xg7+ ♔ e6 13.♕ f7#




Game 86C42


Jaime Cuartas2517


Edwin Sierra2136


Pamplona 2012 (3)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.♘ xe5 d6 4.♘ f3 ♘ xe4 5.♘ c3 ♘ f6!?


The main line runs 5…♘xc3 6.dxc3 ♗e7.


6.d4 d5 7.♗ d3 ♗ g4 8.h3 ♗ h5 9.♗ g5 ♗ e7 10.♕ e2 0-0 11.g4 ♗ g6 12.♗ xg6 hxg6


Also possible is 12…fxg6!? 13.0-0-0 ♘c6, setting a nice trap: 14.♕e6+ ♔h8 15.♘e5 ♕e8 16.♘xd5? ♘xd5!


13.0-0-0 ♗ b4 14.♗ xf6 gxf6 15.♕ d3 ♗ xc3 16.♕ xc3 ♕ d6 17.♕ d2 ♘ d7?!


Stronger was 17…♖e8 18.h4 ♘c6 19.h5 (19.♕h6 ♕f8) 19…g5 with somewhat the better chances for White.


18.h4 ♘ b6??


Black had to vacate the f8-square for his queen by way of 18…♖fe8.
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19.♕ h6!


Black resigned on account of 19…♖fe8 20.♘g5! ♕d7 21.h5 etc.




Game 87C42


Vasily Ivanchuk2625


Viswanathan Anand2555


Reggio Emilia 1988/89 (1)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.♘ xe5 d6 4.♘ f3 ♘ xe4 5.d4 d5 6.♗ d3 ♗ e7 7.0-0 ♘ c6 8.♖ e1 ♗ g4 9.c3 f5 10.♕ b3 ♕ d6


More popular is 10…0-0 11.♘fd2? (correct is 11.♘bd2) 11…♘xf2! 12.♔xf2 ♗h4+ 13.g3 f4! 14.♔g2 (14.gxh4 ♕xh4+ 15.♔f1 f3!; 14.♔g1 fxg3 15.h3 ♗xh3 16.♗e4 g2) 14…fxg3 15.hxg3 ♕g5!, with a powerful attack.


11.♘ fd2!? 0-0-0 12.f3 ♗ h4 13.♖ f1 ♗ h3?!


Poor is also 13…♗f2+? 14.♖xf2 ♘xf2 15.♔xf2 ♕xh2 16.♘f1 ♕h4+ 17.g3, and White wins. Relatively best is 13…♗h5 14.fxe4 fxe4 15.♗xe4! dxe4 16.♘xe4 ♕g6 17.♘c5 b6 18.♕e6+, and Black has some compensation for the pawn.


14.♕ c2 ♕ g6 15.♘ b3 ♖ hf8 16.♘ a3 ♖ de8 17.♔ h1??


White could have won by 17.♗f4! ♗g5 18.♗xg5 ♘xg5 19.gxh3 ♘xh3+ 20.♔h1 ♘f4 21.♖ae1.
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17…♘ f2+ 18.♖ xf2 ♗ xg2+!


White resigned.




Game 88C42


Dmitry Kroll1973


Kirill Kuznetsov2140


Moscow 2014 (6)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.♘ xe5 d6 4.♘ f3 ♘ xe4 5.d4 d5 6.♗ d3 ♗ d6 7.c4 c6 8.cxd5


Another popular line is 8.0-0 0-0 9.♕c2 ♘a6 10.a3, with complicated play.


8…cxd5 9.0-0 0-0
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10.♕ c2?


This move is weak if made after the exchange on d5, as the black knight develops freely on c6. The correct approach is 10.♘c3 ♘xc3 11.bxc3 ♗g4 12.♖b1 (or 12.h3), with somewhat the better prospects for White.


10…♘ c6 11.a3?


After 11.♗xe4 dxe4 12.♕xe4 ♖e8 13.♕d3 ♘b4 14.♕d1 ♗f5 Black’s activity is more than enough to outweigh the sacrificed material, but it would still have been a better choice for White than the text move.


11…♗ g4 12.♗ xe4 dxe4 13.♕ xe4 ♗ xf3 14.♕ xf3 ♘ xd4
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15.♕ d3?


An unfortunate retreat, as the queen is vulnerable here in view of the discovered attack, and White has to waste a tempo to protect it. The endgame after 15.♕d1 ♕f6 16.♘c3 ♖ad8 17.♗e3 ♘f5 18.♕f3 ♕e5 19.g3 ♘xe3 20.fxe3 is unpleasant for White, although he keeps slight chances of defending.


15…♖ c8 16.♖ d1 ♖ e8 17.♘ c3 ♘ b3 18.♖ b1 ♘ xc1 19.♖ bxc1 ♖ e1+ 20.♖ xe1 ♗ xh2+ 21.♔ xh2 ♕ xd3 22.♘ d5 ♖ f8


White resigned.




Game 89C43


Svein Johannessen


Anton Kinzel


Moscow ol 1956 (2)





1.e4 e5 2.♘ f3 ♘ f6 3.d4 exd4


Modern practice sees 3…♘xe4 more often, after which White has no dominance in the centre.


4.e5


4.♗c4 ♘xe4 is the Urusov Gambit. See Games 54-55.


4…♘e4 5.♕xd4 d5 6.exd6 ♘xd6 7.♗d3 ♘c6 8.♕f4 ♗e6 9.♘c3 ♕d7 10.♗e3 ♘f5 11.0-0


The ending after 11.♗xf5 ♗xf5 12.♘e5 ♘xe5 13.♕xe5+ ♗e6 14.♘b5 ♗d6 15.♘xd6+ ♕xd6 16.♕xd6 cxd6 17.0-0-0 (Adorjan-Kostro, Wijk aan Zee 1971) is a bit better for White.


11…♗d6 12.♕e4 ♘xe3 13.♕xe3 0-0-0 14.♗b5?!


Correct is 14.♘g5 with equal play.


14…a6 15.♗a4 ♖he8 16.♕g5 f6 17.♕h4 ♗g4 18.♘d4?


White is in trouble already as a result of his aimless play. 18.♗xc6! bxc6 19.h3 was necessary.
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18…g5! 19.♗xc6 bxc6 20.♕h6 ♕f7


White resigned, as 21…♗f8 is unavoidable.




Game 90C43


Martin Vacek


Kirill Kuznetsov


chess.com 2017





1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.d4 ♘xe4 4.♗d3 d5 5.♘xe5 ♘d7 6.♘xd7 ♗xd7 7.0-0 ♕h4


The old line. Nowadays almost everyone plays 7…♗d6 here.


8.g3 ♕h3?!


The most natural retreat, albeit a poor one. Black should play 8…♕f6, after which White may opt for no more than a drawn endgame: 9.♘c3 ♘xc3 10.bxc3 0-0-0 11.♕h5 g6! 12.♕xd5 ♗h3 13.♗g5 ♖xd5 14.♗xf6 ♗xf1 15.♗xh8 ♗xd3 16.cxd3 ♖b5 17.♖e1 ♗d7=


[image: image]


9.♕f3?!


Correct is 9.f3! ♘f6 (slightly better is 9…♘d6 10.♖e1+ ♗e7 11.♘c3 with advantage to White as the e7-bishop pin is really unpleasant; 9…♘xg3?? 10.♕e1+) 10.♖e1+ ♗e6 11.♖e5! and the queen is trapped on h3 since 12.♗f1 is the big threat.


9…0-0-0 10.♕xf7?? ♘f6!


The game is suddenly over.


11.♖e1


The threats of 11…♗e8 and 11…♘g4 cannot be parried at the same time.


11…♘g4 12.♗e3 ♗d6! 13.♗f5 ♕xh2+ 14.♔f1 ♖hf8 15.♕xd7+ ♖xd7 16.♗xg4 ♗xg3 17.♖e2 ♕h1#




Game 91C43


Vasily Ivanchuk2720


Eduardas Rozentalis2585


Debrecen Ech 1992 (5)





1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.d4 ♘xe4 4.♗d3 d5 5.♘xe5 ♘d7 6.♘xd7 ♗xd7 7.0-0 ♕h4 8.c4 0-0-0 9.c5 g6 10.♘c3 ♗g7 11.g3 ♕h3?


The same pseudo-active move as in the previous game. Better was 11…♕f6 12.♘xe4 dxe4 13.♗xe4 ♕xd4 with equal play.


12.♘xd5 ♗g4


If 12…♖he8 13.♘f4 ♕f5, then 14.♗e3! is strong.


13.♘e7+


Not so clear was 13.♕b3 ♗f3 14.♘f4 ♘g5! or 13.♘f4 ♗xd1 14.♘xh3 ♗f3.


13…♔b8


13…♔d7 loses to 14.♕a4+.


14.♘c6+! ♔c8


Or 14…bxc6 15.♕b3+.


15.♘xa7+ ♔b8 16.♘c6+ ♔c8


[image: image]


17.f3


Worse is 17.♗e2? ♗xe2 18.♕xe2 ♖he8 followed by 19…♘xg3 or 17.♘e7+ ♔b8, planning 18.♗e2? ♗xe2 19.♕xe2 ♕e6!.


17…♖xd4


Both 17…bxc6 18.♗a6+ ♔d7 19.fxg4 and 17…♘xg3!? 18.fxg4 ♗xd4+ (18…♖xd4 19.♖f4!) 19.♘xd4 ♖xd4 20.♖f4! ♖hd8 21.♖xd4 ♖xd4 lose quickly. In the latter case, White plays 22.♕e1!! ♖xd3 23.♗f4.


18.♗e3 ♖xd3


Or 18…♘xg3 19.♗xd4 ♗xd4+ 20.♘xd4.


19.♕xd3 ♘xg3 20.♗f4


If 20…♘xf1 21.♘e7+ ♔b8 22.♗xc7+.


Black resigned.




Game 92C43


Milos Todorovic2106


Sigurdur Ingason1887


Belgrade 2010 (4)





1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.d4 ♘xe4 4.♗d3 ♘c6!?


This piece sacrifice, or rather pseudo-sacrifice, was introduced by grandmaster Yacov Murey in the late 1980s.


5.♗xe4


After 5.0-0! d5 6.dxe5 White can hope for a small edge.


5…d5 6.♘xe5 dxe4 7.♘xc6 bxc6 8.0-0 ♗e7 9.♖e1


9.♘c3 f5 10.d5 is probably stronger.


9…f5


Black has the bishop pair, a free game and the initiative on the kingside. The doubled c-pawns have no particular importance.


10.f3 0-0 11.fxe4 fxe4 12.♖xe4?!


White goes after the material, but to no avail, as his queenside is underdeveloped. 12.♘c3 was to be preferred, with a slightly worse game.


12…♗a6 13.♖e1


13.♗f4!? White’s rook and bishop are placed quite suspiciously, but there seems to be no direct refutation.


13…♗h4


Better was 13…♗d6!.


14.g3 ♕f6 15.♗e3?!


Here again, 15.♗f4! was strong.


15…♗g5?


Slowing down the attack. Correct was 15…♖ae8 16.♕d2 ♕f3.


16.♕d2?


16.♗xg5 ♕f2+ 17.♔h1 ♗f1 18.♖xf1 ♕xf1+ 19.♕xf1 ♖xf1+ 20.♔g2 ♖d1 21.♗e3 would have left White with some chance of defending.


[image: image]


16…♗xe3+ 17.♕xe3 ♖ae8 18.♕xe8


Or 18.♕d2 ♖e2!, mating.


18…♖xe8


After 18…♕f2+ 19.♔h1 ♗f1 Black would win on the spot.


19.♖xe8+ ♔f7


White resigned. The game might continue as follows: 20.♖e1 ♕xd4+ 21.♔g2 ♕xb2 22.♘d2 ♕xc2 23.♖ad1 ♗e2!


Ponziani Opening


1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.c3


The opening was first studied by the Italian theoretician of the 18th century, Domenico Ponziani, hence its name. The opening’s main idea is to create a strong pawn centre, but White’s third move hinders his own development and makes it possible for the opponent to equalise or sometimes even take over the initiative. Nonetheless, White is not worse with correct play, and it’s hardly a surprise that even Magnus Carlsen has given it a try.




Game 93C44


Ludwig Bachmann


Julius Kunstmann


Augsburg 1899





1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.c3 ♘f6 4.d4 ♘xe4 5.d5 ♘e7


Other moves include 5…♘b8 or 5…♗c5!? 6.dxc6 ♗xf2+ (6…♘xf2 7.♕d5!) 7.♔e2 bxc6 8.♕a4 f5, with complex play.


6.♘xe5 ♘g6 7.♗d3 ♘xf2?


After 7…♘xe5 8.♗xe4 ♗c5 Black is not worse.


[image: image]


8.♗xg6! ♘xd1


All other moves fail to 9.♕e2; e.g. 8…♕f6 9.♕e2 ♘xh1 10.♗xf7+ ♔e7 11.♗g5


9.♗xf7+ ♔e7 10.♗g5+ ♔d6 11.♘c4+ ♔c5 12.♘ba3 ♘xc3


Or else Black is mated: 12…♕xg5 13.b4#; 12…♘xb2 13.♗e3#.


13.♗xd8 ♘xd5 14.♗xd5 ♔xd5 15.0-0-0+ 1-0




Game 94C44


Mikhail Chigorin


Szymon Winawer


Monte Carlo 1901 (5)





1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.c3 ♘f6 4.d4 exd4 5.e5 ♕e7?!


A stronger option is 5…♘d5, with equality.


6.cxd4 d6 7.♗b5 ♘d7?


Better was 7…dxe5, and if 8.d5, then 8…a6.


8.0-0 dxe5 9.d5 ♘cb8 10.♘xe5


After Black’s poor opening play White is winning already.


10…♕f6 11.♖e1 ♗e7 12.♕e2 h5 13.♘f3 ♕d6 14.♗f4 ♕c5 15.d6 0-0 16.dxe7 ♖e8 17.♘c3


Almost anything wins in this position – for example 17.♘g5 g6 18.♗c4.


17…c6 18.♗c4 b5


[image: image]


19.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 20.♕e6#




Game 95C44


Mikhail Chigorin


George Gossip


New York 1889 (29)





1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.c3 d5 4.♕a4 f6!


Another good move is 4…♗d7.


5.♗b5 ♘e7 6.exd5 ♕xd5 7.0-0 ♗d7
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