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Sophie Mouse stared at the blank white canvas on her easel. She had artist’s block. She didn’t know what to paint.

Silverlake Elementary School was closed for spring break. Sophie and her little brother, Winston, had been home for a week already.

Sophie had painted a lot at first. She did portraits of her mom and dad. She painted Winston splashing at Forget-Me-Not Lake. She did a whole series of close-up wildflower paintings. She painted the view out her bedroom window: sunrises, sunsets, rainy days, sunny days.
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But she hadn’t painted anything for the past few days. She had run out of ideas.
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Sophie trudged down the stairs of the Mouse family’s cottage, which was nestled in the roots of a big oak tree. She opened the front door. Outside, the morning sun shone through the dew-covered blades of grass. The light rays made rainbows inside each dewdrop.

Sophie was already dressed. She’d had breakfast. She decided not to waste such a beautiful morning.

“I’m going for a walk!” she said to her mom and dad in the kitchen. They waved as they nibbled on their breakfast.

Then Sophie grabbed her artist’s satchel off a hook by the door. She tried to bring it everywhere she went.
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Who knows? Sophie thought. Maybe I’ll find inspiration for my next painting.

Inside the satchel were tins of paint, paintbrushes, scrap paper, and empty cloth pouches. Sophie used the pouches to collect flowers, berries—anything she could use to make a new color of paint.

The morning air felt cool and refreshing as Sophie walked through the forest. She passed the playground Winston loved so much. She walked on toward Birch Tree Slide. Then Sophie took a side path that wound around to the tunnel of honeysuckle branches.

Sophie came around a bend. Looking ahead, down a long straightaway, she saw a blur of red.

What was that?

It was a beautiful color. Darker red than her poppy red paint. But brighter than pomegranate red. Sophie picked up her pace, trying to get closer.
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There it was again! The red blur was farther away this time. Whatever it was, it was moving very fast. Sophie broke into a jog. But she didn’t seem to be catching up.

Then Sophie had an idea. Maybe she could blaze a shortcut through the brush. She could skip the next bend and come out farther along the path.

Sure enough, Sophie did come out onto a path. But was it the same path, or a different one? She caught a glimpse of red through the greenery ahead! Sophie sniffed the air. That direction smelled like due north. Her nose would keep her on track.
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Sophie darted through ferns and grass. Finally, she pushed a low branch aside and came out into a clearing.

She stopped in her tracks and blinked.

Sophie couldn’t believe her eyes.
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