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Chapter 1


Ticket to Onyo


Zack flopped down on his bed. He held his hyperphone close to his face. He was talking to Drake, his best friend on Nebulon.


Zack had called with a question about a homework assignment, but now that they had figured it out, their conversation had turned again to Zack’s new favorite subject.
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“I can’t wait for tonight!” said Zack, bursting with excitement.


“Is that when your dad is bringing home that robot?” asked Drake.


“Yup,” replied Zack. “It’s a sample of a new kind of android he helped develop at Nebulonics. We get to test it out at home. If it works, it will go to the planet Onyo for mass production.”


“That is the planet where half the stuff in the galaxy is made!” Drake said eagerly.


“That’s right!” said Zack.
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“Wow,” said Drake. “Nice! So what kind of robot is it?”
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“It’s one that can walk and talk,” Zack explained. “But not only that. It can learn from watching what people do.”


“Sounds like a pretty smart robot to me,” said Drake.


“Yeah,” said Zack. “Ira is great and all, but this robot will be able to hang out with me. Who knows, maybe it will even be good at pulse-ball! And I may never have to clean my room again. If this robot works out okay, Dad said he would take me on the trip to Onyo too!”
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“And how grape would it be to get to see Onyo?” asked Drake. “You would know about the latest stuff long before anyone else.”


“Even before Seth!” cried Zack.


Seth’s dad also worked at Nebulonics. Seth loved to show off their new inventions. Zack used to think of Seth as the class bully, but not anymore.


“I would love to see the look on Seth’s face when he finds out you are going to Onyo!” said Drake.
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“Ha! That would be great!” said Zack. “Hopefully, the robot works out, which reminds me, my dad should be home any second. I gotta run.”
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“Have fun with your new robot, Zack,” said Drake.


“See ya, Drake,” said Zack. The screen on his hyperphone went dark.
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My new robot, Zack thought. I like the sound of that!
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Chapter 2


Meet Sara!


Zack raced into the kitchen. His dog, Luna, ran up to greet him.


“Is it here yet, girl?” Zack asked.


Luna barked happily.


“Is what here, Master Just Zack?” asked Ira, the Nelsons’ Indoor Robotic Assistant.
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“The new, super-cool robot that Dad is bringing home!” Zack replied impatiently.


“If you are referring to S.A.R.A.—the Super Advanced Robotic Assistant that Mr. Nelson has been developing at Nebulonics—”


“Well, what else would I be talking about, Ira?” Zack said, rolling his eyes.


Zack’s twin sisters, Charlotte and Cathy, were sitting in the kitchen.


Their mother, Shelly, walked in. “Your father should be home any minute,” she said.
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