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ABOUT THE AUTHOR


Christine A. Cunningham is a freelance writer and editor who lives in Eugene, Oregon, with her husband, Pete Peterson. The remarkably diverse Northwest landscape intrigues her as much now as it did when she settled there from the San Francisco Bay Area almost 40 years ago. She publishes mainly in health and business magazines but has written a number of food, outdoor, and travel articles for regional newspapers and magazines. She is the author of Quick Escapes from Portland, OR, and revised and updated five editions of Quick Escapes Pacific Northwest and the second edition of Fun with the Family Oregon.




INTRODUCTION


This guide to brief getaways from Seattle is intended for longtime residents, newcomers to the Pacific Northwest, and visitors passing through—anyone who’s eager to explore the recreational wonderland that lies beyond the major cities of the region.


When you want to travel scenic byways and discover their hidden treasures, take this book with you. It will lead you to wellknown spots that no tourist should miss and will uncover hideaways that only the local folk know.


The guide provides fully detailed itineraries, much like a customized, organized tour. But they are suggestions only! Don’t try to do everything listed on each trip, or you’ll feel too rushed to enjoy yourself. Pick and choose among the activities, and plan to return for those you missed.


At the end of each chapter, the There’s More section provides additional reasons to come back. Special Events lists regional events and holiday activities. Other Recommended Restaurants and Lodging gives concise descriptions of good places to eat and stay other than those included in the itinerary. Finally, For More Information tells you whom to contact to obtain maps and learn about the area you’re visiting.


The itineraries are designed as auto tours, but public transport, walking, and bicycling are viable alternatives in many cases. I recommend using them whenever you can.


Consider traveling in the off-season, rather than the high-use summer months. The weather is mild in spring and fall, though rains are frequent in the spring. Winter has its own appeal, with the crowds gone and the landscape spare or clad in white. Be advised, however, that some roads are closed in the winter, such as Southbound Escapes to Mount Rainier (SR 4101123) and Mount St. Helens (FR 99).


Wheelchair-accessible facilities are mentioned where appropriate.


Rates and fees are not specifically stated, as they often change, but you may assume that most costs are reasonable. If a place seems unusually expensive (or amazingly inexpensive), I have so indicated. Museums usually charge a nominal admission fee or request a donation. I have indicated when they are free.


Distances are approximate and are expressed in miles. American standard spelling is used throughout.


Make reservations in advance at hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, and inns whenever possible. Some are very small, and rooms fill up quickly, especially from May through October. 



The following is a list of standard equipment you’ll probably need or find useful on your escapes:




	• Rain gear (In the Northwest, the weather is unpredictable.)


	• Travel-size umbrella


	• Warm jacket


	• Sturdy walking shoes and wading shoes


	• Day pack


	• Water bottle


	• Insect repellent


	• Camera, with extra batteries and memory


	• Cell phone


	• Com pass or GPS


	• Regional maps


	• Binoculars


	• Flashlight


	• First-aid kit


	• Blankets


	• Pocket knife with corkscrew


	• Cooler and ice packs for picnic lunches





EMERGENCY NUMBERS







	• State Police: 911


	• Roadside Assistance & Emergencies: 911 (statewide)


	• Washington State Ferries: (888) 808-7977 or (206) 464-6400


	• Road Conditions and Road Closure Information: 511 or visit WSDOT’s traveler website at www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic
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NORTHBOUND ESCAPE One



Skagit County 
WANDERING THROUGH SPRING GARDENS / 1 NIGHT




Antiques shops
 

Fields of spring flowers
 

Fine art galleries
 

Picturesque waterfront
 

Northwest art museum
 

Wildlife refuge





Here’s a 2-day sojourn in the country, a brief escape that bursts with the vibrant colors of tulip and daffodil fields, and is home to several well-designed nurseries and demonstration gardens, including Christianson’s Nursery, RoozenGaarde, Skagit Valley Gardens, and the Washington State University Volunteer Display Gardens. This escape allows time to stroll through several gardens, before continuing to La Conner, just 8 miles away. In La Conner, serious shoppers can browse to their hearts’ content in this delta-side artists’ colony, with its host of shops and galleries holding unexpected treasures. The small town’s thriving downtown area is packed with tourists on summer weekends and during the tulip festival, but even then, visitors who venture along the quiet back roads can observe wildlife, smell flowers, and revel in rural serenity.


DAY 1 / MORNING





Drive north on 1-5 to Mount Vernon before crossing the Skagit River to SR 20 (about 60 miles). Visit the Skagit Valley Gardens, 18923 Peter Johnson Rd. (360-424-6760 or 800-732-3266; www.skagitvalleygardens.com), one of the oldest public display gardens in Skagit County. This year-round botanical garden displays thousands of tulips, crocuses, and daffodils in the spring; brilliant annuals in August; and festive poinsettias in December. Visitors are welcome to have picnic lunches in the nursery gazebo. Also in Mount Vernon is RoozenGaarde, 15867 Beaver Marsh Rd. (360-424-8531; www.tulips.com), where you will find a 3-acre display garden and gift shop. It’s open Monday through Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. You’re in for a visual feast if your visit coincides with the nursery’s main blooming season, which is late February to late July.
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Be sure to visit the Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, 10441 Bayview-Edison Rd., Mt. Vernon (360-428-1558; www.padillabay.gov), which offers hands-on learning about the adjacent estuary. Bayview-Edison Road edges the shore of Padilla Bay, a body of water well protected by a group of islands: Fidalgo, Guemes, and Samish. The reserve is one in a nationwide system that teaches visitors about estuaries—mixes of salt water and freshwater. Walk the uplands nature trail, view aquatic displays and Padilla Bay, and if you’re still curious, learn more in the center’s research library. Hours vary seasonally.


Retrace your steps and cross SR 20. You are now on Best Road, in the heart of the tulip, iris, and daffodil fields of the Skagit Valley, where great swaths of springtime color draw hordes of admirers. The fertile farm lands of Skagit Valley are among the world’s top growers of tulips.


In other seasons the valley is equally beautiful, if not as brightly colored, with tawny fields undulating in summer breezes and autumn mists drifting through flame-hued maples. Mount Baker stands on the far horizon, a towering, snow-mantled cone.


When you come to La Conner Flats Rhododendron Garden, 15920 Best Rd. (360-466-3190), stop for a tour of an authentic 230-acre English country garden. Eleven acres bloom with color, from March’s daffodils and rhododendrons to June’s roses, August’s dahlias, and October’s crimson foliage. In addition to the array of flowers are gardens brimming with herbs, vegetables, and berries.


AFTERNOON





Continue on Best Road to Chilberg Road, and turn west toward La Conner proper. The historic, picturesque little town had its beginnings in 1867 as a trading post. A few years later, John Conner, from Olympia, bought the store and town, as well as 70 additional acres, for the sum of $500. In 1872 he named the settlement after his wife, Louisa Ann Conner, using just her initials.


La Conner, perched on the edge of Swinomish Channel, which lies between the main land and Fidalgo Island, grew into an active port and fishing community. But when the Great Depression brought those industries to a standstill, La Conner began to fade.


In the 1970s, energetic townsfolk decided to make some changes to encourage tourism. They have taken great pains to maintain the locale’s history through architectural preservation, and now more than 160 buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The city council remains steadfast about maintaining similar architectural facades and subtle earth-tone hues throughout town. Add a charming waterfront location and a lot of pluck, and their efforts have succeeded beyond all expectations. The small burg has shops, restaurants, and 4 quality museums to while away some time. At the heart of La Conner’s success is its focus on quality Northwest art. The town has a remarkable collection of outdoor sculptures that rotate annually and are for sale. Locate these pieces—there are usually about 2 dozen—by following the La Conner Sculpture Walk, which begins at the Chamber of Commerce building, located at 413 Morris St. While you are on Morris Street, stop at Tillinghast Seed Company Inc., 623 Morris St. (360-466-3329 or 800-466-3329). The wooden porch overflows with potted flowers at this old-fashioned store, the oldest mail-order seed company in the Northwest. Inside you’ll find seeds, plants, kitchen tools, country gifts, and spicy scents; upstairs there’s a Christmas shop, and out in back a nursery in the shade of a tree that’s a century and a half old—the largest European beech on the West Coast.





LUNCH Kerstin’s, 505 S. 1st St.; (360) 466-9111. Open for lunch and dinner. The creative menu here includes wild salmon with lime butter sauce and local Samish Bay oysters, baked on the half shell. Lamb shanks prepared in a variety of ways also show up on the menu regularly.


First and Second Streets, above the harbor, are lined with antiques shops, boutiques, and art galleries. A sampling includes: Earthenworks, 713 1st St. (www.earthenworksgallery.com), showing top-quality Northwest ceramics, fabrics, watercolors, and photographs; The Wood Merchant, 709 S. 1st St. (360-466-4741; www.woodmerchant.com), a Swinomish channelside showroom filled with the work of more than 200 American woodworkers; Courtyard Gallery, 701 S. 1st St. (360-466-1200; www.aclassactgallery.com), showing large and small high-quality art—sculptures, fountains, garden furniture, jewelry, and perfume bottles; Homespun Market, 622 S. 1st St. (360-466-4441), where European laces, hand-woven throws, and homespun fabrics are sold; and The Scott Collection, 512 S. 1st St. (360-630-9052; www.scottcollection.com), with Northwest pottery and porcelains, jewelry, bronze and brass sculpture, and numbered prints.


As you explore the town you’ll see, just off Second Street, one of La Conner’s oldest landmarks—a bank built in 1886, now the triangular-shaped city hall building. Near it is a pioneer home constructed in 1869 by Swedish immigrant Magnus Anderson. If you continue on Second Street you will reach the Gaches Mansion.


The Gaches Mansion, 703 S. 2nd St. (360-466-4288), is a 22-room structure that dates back to 1891. Once used as a hospital, the mansion has been restored and is open for tours on weekend afternoons. The La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum (360-466-4288; www.laconnerquilts.com/the-museum/gaches-mansion) is housed inside the Gaches Mansion—it’s open Wednesday through Sunday and is said to be the only quilt museum in the United States.


Walk just 3 blocks to the Museum of Northwest Art, 121 S. 1st St. (360-466-4446; www.museumofnwart.org). The 12,000-foot contemporary building showcases past and present arts of the Pacific Northwest and is one of the few devoted solely to Northwest artists.


Four blocks in the opposite direction is the Skagit County Historical Museum, 501 4th St. (360-466-3365; www.skagitcounty.net/museum), which features exhibits showing life as it was in a previous century. Its windows frame views of the valley’s fields with Mount Baker behind them.





DINNER Nell Thorn’s Restaurant and Pub, 205 E. Washington St.; (360) 466-4261; www.nellthorn.com/index.cfm. One of the town’s consistently best restaurants, serving Northwest and French cuisine; with casual “pub grub” fare and entrees perfect for a special occasion. Fresh local seafood, pastas, and wines. Tables upstairs, cozy booths in the downstairs pub.





LODGING Wild Iris Inn, 121 Maple Ave.; (360) 466-1400 or (800) 477-1400; www.wildiris.com. Always at the top of the list of most favored bed-and-breakfasts in western Washington, 18 rooms and suites in a 2-story Victorian style home. Guest and public dining Sun through Wed.


DAY 2 / MORNING








BREAKFAST Wild Iris Inn. They serve you at your table for two, restaurant-style, and always offer fresh fruit, sometimes with yogurt, fresh-baked bread or pastry, and a warm entree, perhaps a spinach and mushroom crustless quiche.


You might rent a bicycle and take a ride in the country, passing fields green or ablaze with color; perhaps you’ll see swans gliding through the marshes in the morning mist.


Alternatively, check the shops you missed yesterday. Walk through the Butterfly Garden on Second Street. If you’re interested in antiques, La Conner has plenty to offer. Morris Street Antique Mall, 503 Morris St., carries a wide range of furniture, glassware, toys, and books. Nasty Jack’s, 103 E. Morris St. (www.nastyjacksantiques.com), open daily, has a large selection of oak furniture.


AFTERNOON





Leaving La Conner, take Chilberg Road south to Fir Island. Less than a mile after you cross the bridge, the toasty scent of freshly baked waffle cones will draw you to Snow Goose Produce, 15170 Fir Island Rd. (360-445-6908). The open market sells produce, flowers, fresh seafood, and, the highlight, huge and delicious ice cream cones. They bake the hot waffle cones as you watch.


The Fir Island coast, along Skagit Bay, is ragged with islands and waterways, as the Skagit flows into the bay in a dozen places. Take exit 221 west to Fir Island Road, 1½ miles west of Conway. Meander through the new Fir Island Farm/Hayton Reserve and view the teeming wildlife at the mouth of Brown Slough. The Hayton grain fields are cut in November to provide food for the snow geese that arrive in late fall and stay through April; trumpeter and tundra swans and more than 70,000 ducks arrive each winter. Bald eagles, peregrine falcons, red-tailed hawks, and short-eared owls also feed and rest here. Paved parking and a ramp are available for universal access.


On Skagit City Road, take a peek at the tiny Fir-Conway Lutheran Church, which shelters a lovely sanctuary and a fine pipe organ. The congregation has roots dating back to 1888, when it first conducted services in a schoolhouse on Fir Island. In 1896 the congregation erected this small church building—just 24 by 42 feet and only 14 feet high. By 1916 the congregation had grown, and another church was built. In the following year, the Conway Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church united with the Fir church and became the Fir-Conway Lutheran Church. Close to the old church is Larkspur Farm, featured in Country Living Gardener magazine.





LUNCH Some say a visit to this area isn’t complete without a stop at the friendly Conway Pub and Eatery in downtown Conway, 18611 Main St.; (360) 445-4733; www.theconwaypub.com, for a half-pound bacon cheeseburger, or a burger of chicken or grains. Wash it down with a brew or beverage that suits your fancy.


Back on Fir Island Road, head east across the Skagit to SR 530 and turn south. It’s a few miles down the road to the small farming community of Stanwood, which was settled between 1870 and 1890. Called Centerville at the time, the community was the first Norwegian settlement in what is now Washington state. Stanwood’s local history museum, the D. O. Pearson (Pioneer) House and Museum, 27108 102nd Ave. NW (360-629-6110), provides a comprehensive perspective of the region’s development. Also worth the visitor’s time is an easy and informative walk, best taken with the historical walking-tour guide published by the Stanwood Historical Society.


From Stanwood, drive to Silvana on SR 531. The pastoral valley is far more picturesque and relaxing than the freeway ride, and it doesn’t add much time. You’ll pass sprawling green fields and tidy plots, a red barn half-submerged in ivy, and a gray one with a moss-covered roof. A flag flies from the porch of an old-fashioned farmhouse, behind the lilacs.


About a half mile from Stanwood, you’ll see a small white church on a hill. Peace Lutheran Church, built in 1884, is now a historic site, still in use and a favored location for weddings.


Blink as you enter the village of Silvana, on your way to join 1-5, and you may miss it. Look for the Little White Church on the Hill off Pioneer Highway and the Viking Hall, part of the legacy of one of the largest Norwegian communities in the west and also a popular site for weddings.


Drive south on 1-5 for the return to Seattle.


There’s More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Gardens. Christianson’s Nursery, 15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon; (360) 466-3821 or (800) 585-8200; www.christiansonsnursery.com. Old Meadow School, built in 1888, sits on the nursery grounds, surrounded by rose and perennial gardens. The building is the site for a multitude of classes and social gatherings. An extensive gift shop is inside an old tractor garage.


Skagit Valley Bulb Farms, 15002 Bradshaw Rd., Mount Vernon; (360) 424-8152. walk in fields of flowers, or take the Blue Trolley tour through the tulip fields. Have a picnic in the well-tended picnic area.


Washington State University Volunteer Display Gardens, 16650 Memorial Hwy., Mount Vernon; (360) 848-6120; www.mtvernon.wsu.edu/WSUmv/gardens.html. Open daily for self-guided tours. WSU Mount Vernon is on the left (south side of highway), ⅓ mile past the Avon Allen Road / SR 536 intersection.


Special Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


APRIL


Skagit Valley Tulip Festival, La Conner and Mount Vernon. Draws more than half a million people each year, to enjoy parades, flower shows, a street fair, a pancake breakfast, salmon barbecues, dances, pick-your-own and display flower fields, a food fair, and sports events (gymnastics, Slug Run). Park and ride to avoid traffic congestion. Make your hotel reservations early if you intend to stay in the area.


JUNE


La Conner Summer Street Festival. A celebration of La Conner art and history. Juried arts and craft shows. Food booths.


OCTOBER


Skagit Valley Festival of Family Farms. Visit 13 farms that include dairy, livestock, vegetables, and vineyards.


EARLY NOVEMBER


Art’s Alive. For more than 2 decades, La Conner has paid its respects to regional culinary arts, music, and literature.


Other Recommended Restaurants and Lodging . . . .


LA CONNER


Calico Cupboard, 720 S. 1st St.; (360) 466-4451. Cafe that’s famous for cinnamon rolls, muffins, breads, biscuits. Eat here, or take a pastry and coffee to go and eat by the water.


The Channel Lodge, 205 N. 1st St.; (360) 466-1500 or (888) 466-4113; www.laconnerlodging.com/laconner-channel-lodge.php. Stylish inn with country-contemporary decor. Forty rooms and 4 suites, all with fireplaces, most with harbor views.




Hotel Planter, 715 S. 1st St.; (360) 466-4710 or (800) 488-5409; www.hotelplanter.com. Twelve guest rooms with hand-crafted furniture in renovated vintage hotel. Private hot tub in garden.


La Conner Country Inn, 107 S. 2nd St.; (360) 466-3101 or (888) 466-4113; www.laconnerlodging.com/laconner-country-inn.php. Attractive 28-room inn with a country guest house theme. In the heart of town. Continental breakfast.


Seeds Bistro, 621 Morris St.; (360) 466-3280; www.seedsbistro.com. Serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and gives special recognition to children, with its “seedlings menu.” The owners take advantage of the fresh seafood available to them, and make sure the menu offers foods that comfort (mac and cheese), and meals that surprise (steel head with lavender compound butter).


MOUNT VERNON


Queen of the Valley Inn, 12757 Chilberg Rd.; (360) 466-4578 or (888) 999-1404; www.queenofthevalleyinn.com. Full gourmet breakfasts can include French toast bread pudding, roasted asparagus omelets, or poached eggs and ham.


For More Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


La Conner Chamber of Commerce, 606 Morris Street, P.O. Box 1610, La Conner, WA 98257; (360) 466-4778 or (888) 642-9284; www.laconner.net.


Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce, 105 E. Kinkaid St., Mount Vernon, WA 98273; (360) 428-8547; www.mountvernonchamber.com.




NORTHBOUND ESCAPE Two


San Juan and Orcas Islands 
BICYCLING NORTHWEST ISLANDS IN THE SUNSHINE / 2 NIGHTS




Artisan galleries


Ferry rides


Historical museum and park


Kayaking


Scenic bay views


Whale watching





You will see all kinds of sea life when you ferry to the San Juan Islands: seagulls, whales, seals, eagles, boaters, fishers, islanders, and tourists in funny hats. With luck, you’ll see some of the three pods of black-and-white orca whales that live year-round in these waters.


Not all of the 172 islands of the San Juan Archipelago are accessible by ferry. We’ll see the four biggest islands. Our Washington State ferry leaves from Anacortes, on Fidalgo Island, and stops at Orcas and Lopez Islands on its way to San Juan Island. Friday Harbor, on San Juan Island, is the only real town in the archipelago and has all the necessary facilities.


This escape is by car but can be adjusted for other transportation, including bicycle, taxi, and van shuttle. Go off-season or as a foot passenger to avoid long car-ferry waits in summer, when 50,000 island travelers swell to 250,000. Call (800) 84-FERRY for schedules.


DAY 1 / MORNING





From Seattle, drive north on 1-5 for 60 miles. Continue west on SR 536 for 5 miles. Turn onto SR 20 west to Anacortes Ferry Terminal. Catch a ferry west for a 75-minute ride through island-dotted waters to Orcas Island. Orcas was named not for whales but for the Mexican viceroy who charted the island along with Spanish explorer Francisco Eliza in 1791. He saw what you’ll see, a 57-square-mile U-shaped island of thickly forested hills, with fjord-like in lets and 125 miles of pebbled shoreline.
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Drive Horseshoe Highway 13 miles north from the ferry dock to Eastsound, a snug community at the head of the island’s largest bay and the only commercial settlement.


Much of the valuable tribal collection housed in the Orcas Island Historical Museum, 181 N. Beach Rd. (360-376-4849; www.orcasmuseum.org) was saved by Ethan Allen, the San Juan Islands’ superintendent of schools around the turn of the 20th century. His hand-built boat, used to row among the islands when he visited the schools, is in the exhibition, which is set in 6 homestead cabins.





LUNCH Rose’s Bakery and Cafe, 382 Prune Alley, Eastsound; (360) 376-5805. Artisan breads are baked in-house, and their aromas waft through the cafe, which incorporates seasonal, local produce in soups, salads, and sandwiches. Located in the old Eastsound fire station next to Library Park.


AFTERNOON





Browse through Eastsound shops, especially Darvill’s Book Store, 296 Main St. (360-376-2135), a combination bookstore-rare print shop. It’s the oldest art gallery in the San Juan Islands and has an extensive collection of antique and contemporary prints. Just ¼ mile west off Horseshoe Highway is the Howe Art Sculpture Park and Gallery (360-376-2945; www.howeart.net; closed Mon), which features the large kinetic sculptures of Anthony Howe.


Visit Orcas’s Homegrown Market & Gourmet Deli, 8 N. Beach Rd., Eastsound (360-376-2009) and pick up deli items and baked goods for a picnic dinner before you begin your afternoon drive on Horseshoe Bay.


Drive Horseshoe Highway 5 miles southeast to 5,175-acre Moran State Park, where a narrow, steep road leads another 5 miles to the top of Mount Constitution, the highest point in the San Juans, at 2,409 feet. From the 50-foot stone lookout tower, built in 1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps, there’s a see-forever view.


The forested mountain, lakes sparkling on its slopes, drops to a blue ocean. The archipelago of green islands stretches to the horizon. To the east, on the mainland, you can see the snowy peaks of Mount Baker and Mount Rainier.


An afternoon in or near the park can include biking, fishing, sailing, or kayaking. (See “There’s More.”) Cascade Lake, the biggest lake on the island, offers 3 campgrounds, a playground, picnic tables, restrooms, and rental boats. Swimming is good, but the area becomes crowded in summer.


Rent a rowboat and fish for trout in the stocked lake. Or hike the 2½-mile loop trail that starts west of the picnic area. It winds along a bluff above the lake, crosses a log bridge, and curves through forests of Douglas fir before circling back to the starting place. You may spy ducks, muskrat, otters, and great blue herons.


Continue east down Horseshoe Highway 2 miles beyond the state park to Olga. At Orcas Island Artworks, 11 Pt. Lawrence Rd. (360-376-4408), more than 50 artists display their wares daily March through December.


Or you can drive south past the Olga turnoff to Doe Bay Road and begin a kayaking adventure at Doe Bay Village Resort and Retreat, 107 Doe Bay Rd. (360-376-2291; www.doebay.com/index.html), where Shearwater Sea Kayak Tours (360-376-4699; www.shearwaterkayaks.com) offers several kayak trips for all skill levels. No experience is necessary. On one ride that’s suitable for all ages, you’ll paddle to Doe Island Marine Park and Gorilla Rock, returning via Rosario Strait. You’re likely to spot dolphins, whales, and bald and golden eagles.


Follow the signs on Horseshoe Highway to Rosario Resort, which faces Cascade Bay on the edge of the sound. The centerpiece of the resort is the mansion built by Robert Moran, a shipbuilder and onetime mayor of Seattle. Consider attending an organ concert and a lively talk on the estate’s history. Moran came here in 1905 thinking he had only a short time to live. In his 54-room home he installed a swimming pool, a bowling alley, and a music room containing an enormous pipe organ. Moran then lived on to a ripe old age. In 1920 he donated much of what is now Moran State Park to the state of Washington.





DINNER Rosario Resort, 1400 Rosario Rd., Eastsound; (360) 376-2222 or (800) 562-8820; www.rosarioresort.com. Multilevel restaurant overlooking the sheltered waters of Cascade Bay. Serves a variety of American and continental dishes. Separate lounge on premises serves light meals and breakfast, lunch, and dinner.





LODGING Turtleback Farm Inn, 1981 Crow Valley Rd.; (360) 376-4914 or (800) 376-4914; www.turtlebackinn.com. Take Horseshoe Highway back through Eastsound to this classic farmhouse-turned-country inn, the oldest lodging on the property that includes 7 comfortable rooms with private baths, common room with fireplace, and expansive deck overlooking 80 acres of pasture and wood land. The Orchard House is a new building with 4 guest rooms that sits in the center of an apple orchard on Turtleback Farm. All the guest rooms fill up quickly, so book yours early.


DAY 2 / MORNING








BREAKFAST A full and fortifying breakfast at Turtleback Farm Inn, which includes fresh fruit and juices, an award-winning granola, homemade baked goods, and a meat and egg entree.
 

Take a scenic drive down Deer Harbor Road to the lighthouse, then circle back around West Sound and down Horseshoe Highway to the ferry terminal. Park your car and choose between 2 great morning adventures: biking and whale watching.


Orcas Island Eclipse Charters, at Orcas Ferry Landing on Orcas Island (360-376-6566 or 800-376-6566; www.orcasislandwhales.com), tracks whales during its 3½-hour whale-watching trips that leave the Orcas Ferry Dock from 1:30 to 5 p.m. daily, March through October. Take this opportunity to see killer and minke whales, harbor seals, porpoises, bald eagles, ospreys, and other marine animals and wildlife. Pass by many of the spectacular 172 San Juan Islands. Dolphin Bay Bicycles, located at Orcas Ferry Landing (360-317-6734 or 360-376-4157; www.rockisland.com/~dolphin), and Wildlife Cycles, 350 N. Beach Rd., Eastsound (360-376-4708), rent bicycles. Island bicycle advocates recommend that travelers use less congested roads such as Crow Valley. For detailed public bicycle trail maps, view http://sanjuanislandtrails.org/links, published by the San Juan Island Trails Committee.





LUNCH Have a bowl of seafood soup or a plate of fresh calamari at the historic Orcas Hotel’s cafe, 18 Orcas Hill Rd.; (360) 376-4300 or (888) 672-2792; across the road from the ferry landing.


AFTERNOON





You will travel by ferry to Friday Harbor, a bustling wharfside village on San Juan Island. Ferry schedules change, so it’s best to check times at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries. walk-on passengers should arrive 15 minutes early, vehicles leaving in the morning 60 to 90 minutes early, and afternoon-departing vehicles from 2 to 4 hours early. To get your bearings, pick up maps and brochures at the visitor center in the Cannery Landing Building, next to the ferry harbor, just behind the open-air market.


For a casual in-town lunch with good salads, sandwiches, and baked goods, stop by the Market Chef, 225 A St. (360-378-4546), a deli 1 block from the ferry terminal that prepares made-to-order sandwiches and crisp salads, for dining in or taking out.
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