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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date



Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published— trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.


We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


The Globe Pequot Press


Reader Response/Editorial Department


P.O. Box 480


Guilford, CT 06437


Or you may e-mail us at:


editorial@GlobePequot.com


Thanks for your input, and happy travels!









[image: frn_fig_002]


Exploring Series



A FalconGuide® to Dinosaur National Monument



A Guide to Exploring the Great Outdoors


Second Edition


Bert and Jane Gildart


[image: frn_fig_003]









[image: frn_fig_004]


Copyright © 2002, 2005 by Rowman & Littlefield


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, except as may be expressly permitted by the 1976 Copyright Act or by the publisher.


Falcon and FalconGuide are registered trademarks of The Globe Pequot Press.


Maps by Trapper Badovinac with contributions by Zachary Parks © Rowman & Littlefield


All interior photos by the authors


Chapter opener photo: Views of the Green River and cliffs from Harpers Corner Trail Graph on p. 3 courtesy of Dinosaur National Monument and the Intermountain Natural History Association


ISSN 1553-1597


ISBN 0-7627-3649-6


Manufactured in the United States of America


Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK




The authors and Rowman & Littlefield assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.












To our families, especially Kyle, Cassidy, Griffin, Halle, Kory, and John, who have many years yet to explore deserts, mountains, and rivers.









We are now ready to start on our way down the Great Unknown.
—John Wesley Powell, 1869


All about me are interesting geological records.


The book is open, and I can read as I run.


—John Wesley Powell, 1869
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Chapter 1


Overview of Dinosaur National Monument


Creation


In 1909 on a sultry August day, a tired and somewhat frustrated man by the name of Earl Douglass began digging what he thought would be his last excavation of the summer. Douglass was digging in a geological layer known as the Morrison Formation, and he was searching for dinosaur bones and for small and prehistoric mammalian bones—his specialty. Douglass knew the area contained such remains, though it was the dinosaur bones that had eluded him throughout the summer. Despite the late hour of the day, Douglass struggled on, but he had a train to catch and a family to consider.


Suddenly Douglass noted a large prominent bone protruding from the side of the hill. Carefully he chipped away at the tomb of dirt. With his brush he cleaned the surface and then discovered that this bone was attached to seven others. Moments later he discovered that those seven vertebrae were in turn attached to yet other bones and that the whole assemblage composed an immense skeleton belonging to one of North America’s largest dinosaurs. Though Douglass didn’t realize it at the moment, he was on the verge of discovering the remains of an Apatosaurus, one of the many sauropods that roamed North America about 100 million years ago during the middle of the Jurassic period.


Before his discovery of bones that day, Douglass had been prepared to return to Chicago, where he was working for Andrew Carnegie of the famous Carnegie Institute. But after notifying the millionaire of his find, Carnegie requested Douglass to stay on.


Douglass continued his work and eventually realized that the bones from this quarry exceeded the numbers of bones taken from any other quarry in North America. So remain Douglass did. For twenty years he remained, working until he ultimately revealed that not only did the site contain extensive numbers of bones but that it also provided specimens of more than one-half of all the species of dinosaurs thought to have roamed throughout North America.


Several years after these excavations, news reached sympathetic ears, and in 1915 President Woodrow Wilson established Dinosaur National Monument by presidential proclamation. Wilson wanted the monument to protect these rich finds from commercial interests, which it did. Today, of course, Dinosaur National Monument does much more: It offers fascinating examples of geology, of flora and fauna, and of signs of early-day Native Americans. What’s more, by virtue of its assorted trails and world-class white-water rivers, the monument offers incredible ways to explore these features.


Natural History and Other Superlatives


Our country’s monuments have always been associated with interesting geological phenomena, and that is certainly true in Dinosaur. Here the monument harbors one of the most complete geological records found anywhere in North America. Dinosaur’s record of geological history, spanning 1.1 billion years, is ancient—nearly as old as the oldest known rocks in the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River.


If, as geologists say, the world is more than four billion years old, that means one-quarter of the world’s history can be studied in Dinosaur—an area one-half the size of Rhode Island.


In a word, the rocks here are old—so old they create only an abstraction. Who can really relate to 1.1 billion years? Humans, after all, are thought to have stepped on the face of the earth rather recently—about one million years ago, say anthropologists. These rocks and their various strata are the result of the encroachment of twelve different seas and their associated periods of deposition.


All this rock assumes a multitude of different forms. The red rock tends to belong to a formation known as the Moenkopi and Carmel Formation; the gray rock, the white rock, the black rock, and all the variations in between belong to other formations.


As the eons progressed, the greatly modified rocks came to provide habitat for a number of different types of flora and fauna. First they provided habitat for a variety of species of plants. Then with time they attracted dinosaurs. Much more recently the rocks and plants began to provide for bighorn sheep, deer, and elk. They provide for a multitude of birds as well.


One of the most conspicuous of all these species is the bighorn sheep. Bighorn sheep began arriving on the scene almost 50,000 years ago, having first drifted over from Asia and then descended down the Rocky Mountain cordiollera. With all of its mountain crevasses, the monument provides exceptional escape terrain, as you will soon realize if you begin either rafting the rivers or hiking the trails.


In total, the monument houses about 68 different species of mammals, 219 species of birds, and more than 600 species of plants in 75 different families. As you can see, traveling naturalists are offered a variety of subjects that should certainly engage their interest.


Fortunately, too, there are ways to access these spectacles. The monument offers about 110 miles of paved and unpaved roads, about 21 miles of trails (16.5 miles developed), and yet more possibilities for those willing to strike out across country.




The Rocks
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The monument also offers two world-class white-water rivers: the Yampa and the Green. They, too, have fascinating features and histories. Though trappers and others attempted to explore them for their furs, they were not mapped and described until John Wesley Powell struck out one day in 1869. Though Powell remains best known for his explorations of what is now the Grand Canyon, he was both enchanted and alarmed by the beauty and the ferocity of the Green. If you float the Green, just below Lodore you’ll pass the site where he almost lost one of his old boats. Not much farther along, you’ll come to the place where the one-armed Civil War veteran almost lost his life.


Though river travel can still be dangerous, today rubber rafts and other high-tech equipment have reduced some of the horrors known to early-day floaters. Many of these techniques were pioneered by Jens Jensen and Bert Loper, men who became famous in their own right—first by running rapids, then by inaugurating some of North America’s first commercial river trips.


This brings us to a discussion of how best to explore Dinosaur and, in turn, leads to a more thorough discussion of just what the monument has to offer.









Chapter 2


Introduction: Where to Go and What to Do


Location


Dinosaur National Monument is easily located by looking at a map in either northeastern Utah or northwestern Colorado. Dinosaur straddles the two states, allocating about two-thirds of its 330 square miles to Colorado and the other one-third to Utah.


Though Dinosaur incorporates part of the Great Basin high desert, it also includes mountains characteristic of the Rockies. It ranges in elevation from about 4,700 feet along the Green River to 9,006 feet atop Zenobia Peak. With such variation in elevation, it’s little wonder temperatures can vary 140 degrees Fahrenheit in a single year. Summers sometimes push the mercury higher than 100 degrees, and winter draws it down to 30 or 40 below zero.


Getting There


Dinosaur National Monument lies at the edge of the Great Basin Desert between northeastern Utah and northwestern Colorado.


From Salt Lake City, 170 miles west of the monument, take Interstate 80 east to U.S. Highway 40/189 south to Heber City. Take US 40 east to Vernal. Continue 13 miles on US 40 east to Jensen, where signs are posted to take Utah Highway 149 north (left), 7 miles to the Monument Quarry entrance station. An entrance fee is required.


From Craig, Colorado (90 miles east of Dinosaur Headquarters Visitor Center and 42 miles west of Steamboat Springs), take US 40 west 90 miles to the large sign on the right for the park. This is the canyon land part of the monument and the Headquarters Visitor Center; no entrance fee is required. Douglass Dinosaur Quarry is 25 miles more to the west on US 40, then 7 miles north on UT 149.


Beginning your exploration from either place would be acceptable, though when time is limited, most choose to begin with a tour of Douglass Dinosaur Quarry. Spring and fall are probably the best times to visit the monument, but Dinosaur is open year-round and can be easily accessed from US 40.


Recreational Activities


There is something for everyone in Dinosaur National Monument. Take your pick of touring the dinosaur quarry (kids love it), going on driving tours, hiking, backpacking, white-water river running, photography, bird-watching, fishing, general sightseeing, biking, and getaway relaxation. In his comprehensive book Wild Country Companion, Will Harmon states that in a recent study of noise levels, “Dinosaur National Monument ranks as the country’s quietest place at eleven decibels (by comparison a whisper rattles the ears at fifteen to thirty decibels).” Dinosaur has another thing going for it: clean air. It can be measured by the intensity of color in the lichen on the rocks.


Though Dinosaur is not known for a large system of hiking trails, the monument contains several trails to suit just about everyone. Hiking is the best way to experience the area. More adventurous types can embark on a backcountry hike of any length. Check in with rangers for free camping permits and to obtain advice on the best areas. The biggest drawback is the large amount of water you’ll need—on hot summer days, a gallon a day per person minimum!


Although there are no designated mountain biking trails in the monument, routes do exist on which you can ride. Bikes are allowed on paved and unpaved roads but not on trails or two-track backcountry roads. The roads are narrow with no shoulders. The following three areas are suggested for mountain bike use: Island Park Road (17.4 miles to road’s end) is considered easy to moderate. Echo Park Road (13 miles one-way) ends at Echo Park Campground and is unpaved, steep, rough, and strenuous. Yampa Bench Road (27 miles in the monument, plus at least 20 miles back to US 40) has no campgrounds or water and is steep in places! It is a strenuous ride, and rangers say this one takes good planning.


If you are an angler, you must have a valid fishing license and know the regulations. Fly fishing is popular at Jones Hole Creek (artificial lures and flies only), and there are northern pike and catfish in the Green and Yampa Rivers.
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