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  “NO OTHER CORNER
OF THE EARTH HAS GIVEN RISE,
MORE THAN VENICE,
TO THIS CONSPIRACY
OF ENTHUSIASM”




  GUY DE MAUPASSANT
LA VIE ERRANTE (or THE WANDERING LIFE) — 1890




  Venice ... La Serenissima, the sinking metropolis, the city of romance par excellence, the victim of rampant tourism ... there’s nothing that hasn’t already been written about Venice. Whether positive or negative, each of its facets is true. Venice is unique.




  Unique because of its lagoon, its inhabitants, and its architecture and artisans, who use centuries-old techniques to recreate masterpieces of glass, silk, velvet, and other materials.




  Most importantly, despite the exodus of some of its inhabitants, Venice is alive. It pulsates with students in the Dorsoduro district, merchants in the Rialto, art galleries in San Marco – and with artists, writers, and musicians everywhere.




  Above all, Venice has its lagoon; a lagoon where time seems to have stood still; where the fishermen seem straight out of a 17th-century masterpiece; where it’s still a pleasure to go rowing in a wooden boat. The calm, green islands of Venice are the lungs the city lacks. Burano, Torcello ... So many magical places to visit, following in the footsteps of Hemingway.




  I’m often asked what is the best time of year to discover Venice. I’d say: anytime! Whether it’s the shimmering light of summer or the fog in November, every month here offers something special – even in culinary terms.




  And the best time of day? Cocktail hour, hands down. That’s when Venetians come together at the city’s bacari to comment on the day’s news, often standing, with a Spritz or glass of wine in hand.




  This little guide will help you understand a certain Venetian spirit, off the beaten tourist track.




  30 unique experiences.




  Servane Giol




   Servane Giol
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  Married to a Venetian, Servane has been living in Venice for over twenty years. She opened a theatre school for children and created the Compania Falier theatre group, which develops shows for charity. A mother of four, Servane has also collaborated with Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue Germany.




   Thomas Jonglez
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  The author of Secret Venice, which required five years of research and won the award for best travel guide of the year on its release. Thomas lived in Venice for seven years, and still has a small fisherman’s house on the northern lagoon – an excellent excuse to return regularly to the most beautiful city in the world.




  WHAT YOU WON’T FIND




  IN THIS GUIDE




  - legends of the Bridge of Sighs




  - how to book a gondola tour




  - opening hours of the Doge’s Palace




  WHAT YOU WILL FIND




  IN THIS GUIDE




  - a bookshop that’s taking on water




  - some very special crabs




  - the best restaurant in Venice




  - where to walk on water




  - secrets of baccalà




  - very distinctive ice cream




  - medieval artisans




SYMBOLS USED IN
“SOUL OF VENICE”
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Less 
than €10
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€10
 to €50
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More
 than €50
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Arrival by boat
 is recommended
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Make
 a reservation
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So
 Venice!
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