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DOG BREED GUIDES

 



AS THE OWNER of a particular type of dog—or someone who is thinking about adopting one—you probably have some questions about that dog breed that can’t be answered anywhere else. In particular, you want to know what breed-specific health issues and behavioral traits might arise as you plan for the future with your beloved canine family member.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES give you clear-cut answers to all your pressing questions. These authoritative books give you all you need to know about identifying common characteristics; choosing the right puppy or adult dog; coping with personality quirks; instilling obedience; and raising your pet in a healthy, positive environment.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES are an extension of the bestselling EVERYTHING® series in the pets category, which include The Everything® Dog Book and The Everything® Dog Training and Tricks Book. These authoritative, family-friendly books are specially designed to be one-stop guides for anyone looking to explore a specific breed in depth.


Visit the entire Everything® series at www.everything.com




THE
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Chihuahua Book

Dear Reader,

Thinking about purchasing a Chihuahua puppy? Adopting a rescued adult Chihuahua? Or just interested in more information on the Chihuahua you already own and treasure? I wrote this book with you in mind.

For the soon-to-be owner, I've included lots of good, solid Chihuahua information. You'll find everything from how to find a healthy, sound Chihuahua to how to care for him throughout all the stages of his life. From birth to geriatrics, the information is here.

If you are adopting a rescued Chihuahua, I've included special information that applies specifically to integrating the previously owned dog into your home successfully. These Chis are terrific dogs, but if you adopt one that needs a little work, you'll know exactly what to do and where to find the help you need.

And not to leave out the seasoned Chihuahua owner, 1 hope I've unearthed some new and unique tidbits about the breed and also given you some food for thought when it comes to adding another Chihuahua to your life.

I hope you find reading this book as entertaining and enlightening as owning your Chihuahua will be!

¡Hasta luego!
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A complete guide to raising, training,
and caring for your Chihuahua



Joan Hustace Walker
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To my scrappy little guy with a big heart, r.w.





	Publishing Director: Gary M. Krebs
	Director of Manufacturing: Susan Beale



	Associate Managing Editor: Laura Daly
	Associate Director of Production: Michelle Roy Kelly



	Associate Copy Chief: Brett Palana-Shanahan
	Cover Design: Paul Beatrice, Erick DaCosta,



	Acquisitions Editor: Kate Burgo
	Matt LeBlanc



	Associate Development Editor: Jessica LaPointe
	Layout and Graphics: Colleen Cunningham,



	Production Editor: Casey Ebert
	Holly Curtis, Sorae Lee




Copyright ©2006, F+W Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. This book, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced
in any form without permission from the publisher; exceptions
are made for brief excerpts used in published reviews.

An Everything® Series Book.
Everything® and everything.com® are registered trademarks of F+W Publications, Inc.

Published by Adams Media, an imprint of Simon & Schuster, Inc.
57 Littlefield Street, Avon, MA 02322 U.S.A.
www.adamsmedia.com

ISBN 10: 1-59337-527-1
ISBN 13: 978-1-59337-527-0
Printed in Canada.

J I H G F E D C B

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Walker, Joan Hustace The everything chihuahua book : a complete guide to raising, training,
and caring for your chihuahua / Joan Hustace Walker.
p. cm.
Includes index.
ISBN 1-59337-527-1
1. Chihuahua (Dog breed) I. Title.

SF429.C45W35 2006
636.76–dc22

2005034600

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the subject matter covered. It is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional advice. If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought.

—From a Declaration of Principles jointly adopted by a Committee of the American Bar
Association and a Committee of Publishers and Associations

Interior Photography: Jean Fogle, www.jeanfogle.com

This book is available at quantity discounts for bulk purchases.
For information, call 1-800-289-0963.




BREED SPECIFICATIONS


	Height: Small and compact, usually between six and nine inches at the shoulder


	Weight: Average weight is four to six pounds; however, very small dogs may mature at two pounds, larger dogs may weigh as much as ten pounds


	Head: A well-rounded, domed head with large, wide-set, luminous eyes


	Ears: Large ears that are erect when alert


	Feet: Small and petite


	Tail: Somewhat long, carried up, out, or curled over the back


	Coat: Short and long coats; all colors in any combination of markings


	Topline: Level


	Movement: Swift, strong with head carried proudly


	Temperament: Loving, devoted, cheerful; bonds strongly with one person but will love an entire family, can be overly protective or fearful if not socialized early on in life
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Introduction

The Chihuahua has skyrocketed in popularity within the past decade. Television commercials featuring the breed as spokes-canine, movies starring this toy breed, and public appearances of the Chi in the arms (or fashionable handbags) of well-known television stars, singers, musicians, and movie stars have all helped to make the Chihuahua the dog of the moment, the dog everyone wants to be seen with and own.

Even without this celebrity status, the Chihuahua has been a favored breed almost since its introduction in this country. The reasons for this are many. The Chihuahua—in both short and long coats—is a very attractive dog. With the breed’s wide variations in color, patterns, and markings, Chis offer a certain degree of uniqueness (no two are ever alike) to their owners. And, of course, what really makes this breed is the Chi’s temperament. These dogs are loving, devoted, playful, a bit feisty (think terrier), and brave. (Chis have died trying to protect their owners.)

Dogs of this breed will make you laugh out loud at their crazy antics; gasp as they ricochet off your furniture and walls in wild, exuberant play; sigh with contentment when they curl up to sleep in your lap or softly kiss your cheeks; and groan as you discover the latest trouble your little mischief-maker has gotten into. The Chihuahua will take you through a whole range of emotions and experiences during her lifetime. And it’s virtually a guarantee that when the time comes for her to leave this world that you, too, will shed a tear and agree that even a long-lived breed never lives long enough. The Chihuahua, without a doubt, will be the pet you remember forever.

Of course, your enjoyment and richness of experience with a Chihuahua rests heavily on two factors. First is the Chihuahua’s breeding, which not only affects how she looks but more importantly how healthy she will be in her lifetime, and what sort of temperament she is hard-wired to have. Second is you, the owner. Even the best-bred Chihuahua with tremendous potential to succeed as a wonderful pet can fail if you cannot give the dog the care, attention, and upbringing she needs.

Unfortunately, thousands of Chihuahuas wind up in shelters, pounds, and rescues across the country or are euthanized because of poor breeding practices or poor ownership. Sickly Chihuahua puppies are not unusual, nor are adult Chis with rotten temperaments and/or expensive, chronic health issues. It’s a heartbreaking situation when a family does all the right things (provides good nutrition, preventive veterinary care, exercise, socialization, and training) and the Chihuahua is still unhealthy or has an overly aggressive or fearful temperament.

On the other hand, just as many Chihuahuas wind up unwanted because their owners couldn’t or wouldn’t make the effort to meet the Chi’s most basic needs. These are usually owners who purchased the Chihuahua on a whim and never really considered the fact that this was a dog and not a cute, cuddly toy that was pre-programmed to behave perfectly. When this owner discovers that raising and caring for a Chihuahua entails a lot more than simply providing the dog with a designer purse to ride around in—that is, that the Chihuahua eats, chews things up, relieves itself and requires housetraining, and is one of the more expensive breeds to maintain—then the dog becomes bothersome and annoying. For those who didn’t think twice about purchasing a Chi, it’s usually not too difficult a choice to drop the dog off and be rid of her.

The moral to this story is that the Chihuahua can make an incredible pet. It is, after all, an incredible dog. But most people are attracted to most breeds based primarily on what they’ve seen, or what the dog looks like. There’s nothing wrong with this! But to make this highly adaptable breed a success in your home, you have to dig deeper. Learn what this dog is all about. Find out what makes this canine tick.

As you read The Everything® Chihuahua Book, hopefully you’ll get a very good feel for this breed’s distinctive needs, the problems you might encounter raising a Chi if you choose to purchase a puppy or adopt a rescued adult, and how you might have to adapt your lifestyle to make this breed work in your home and life.

Where there’s a will, there’s always a way to succeed with the Chihuahua. As long as you know what you’re getting into and appreciate the level of commitment you will need to make for this loving dog, the Chihuahua will repay your kindness and care with a life as full of excitement and love as she is possible of giving. And for a Chihuahua, that’s a whole lotta love.


CHAPTER [image: ]

A Dog Without Borders

The Chihuahua is one of the most popular breeds in the world—and for good reason. The breed’s portable size, plucky personality, two coat lengths, and wide variation in coloration and markings, combined with the Chihuahua’s uncanny ability to totally charm her “humans,” has made this breed a favored pet for centuries.

Ancient Beginnings

The Chihuahua is thought to have its origins date back to the ninth century—prior to the Mayan civilization. References to the Chihuahua’s progenitors appear throughout the legends, artifacts, and artwork of Mexico and Central and South America’s ancient civilizations. The pyramids of Cholula contain materials (predating 1530) showing a dog that strongly resembles the modern-day Chihuahua. Relics from the Mayan ruins of Chichen Itza on the Yucatan Peninsula reveal additional visual proof that a Chihuahua-like dog existed during the fifth century.

One of the ancient breeds believed to have played a significant part in the development of today’s Chihuahua was the Techichi—a longhaired, small breed that was raised by the Toltecs, possibly as early as the ninth century, and that existed with the Aztecs into the fourteenth century. The Techichi was not as diminutive as today’s Chihuahua; rather, it was sturdier and heavier boned.
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Small companion dogs historically have been a luxury of royalty or those of high social standing who could afford to own a dog for companionship only. Working-class people may still have owned dogs as companions; however, their dogs also had to have a worthy skill (such as herding livestock or pulling produce-laden carts) in order to literally earn their keep.



A closer representative of today’s Chihuahua may have occurred with the crossing of the Techichi with a much smaller, possibly hairless dog. The hairless dog’s origination is under debate. Some historians feel that it came from Asia and crossed the land bridge (now the Bering Strait) into North America. Others point out that records and artifacts show small, hairless dogs that were sacrificed along with the Techichi by the Toltecs.
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Are Chihuahuas part fox?

The Chihuahua does have an uncanny resemblance to a tiny desert animal—Fennecus zerda, or the Fennec fox. Luminous eyes, large erect ears, small feet, and a preference for living in packs of ten to twelve, the Fennec fox shares many characteristics of the Chihuahua. In 1980, the Fennec fox was successfully bred to Chihuahuas—an interspecies cross previously thought impossible.



Another opinion is that the Techichi was crossed not with a hairless dog but rather with a small shorthaired dog. Small dogs such as these were evident in many Indian tribes, including those that lived in the Southwest United States, Mexico, and Central and South America. The Maltese may also have been involved. The most compelling evidence of this is the molera, a soft spot or cranial gap in the skull that does not close entirely as the dogs mature. This physical trait is shared by the Maltese and the Chihuahua, indicating a common ancestor.

Sacred Canine

Progenitors of the Chihuahua (whether the longhaired Techichi or the dog of earlier art that more closely resembles the tiny Chihuahua of today) served a dual function in the Toltec and Aztec cultures. Not only were these small dogs favored pets, they also held significant religious status.

Historically, the color yellow was associated with death to the Toltecs and, later, to the Aztecs. Little dogs with golden-fawn coats were greatly valued as they were thought to be of great help in assisting deceased owners. A little yellow dog would be sacrificed in order to be waiting for her master in the afterlife. Only the companionship of the yellow dog would enable the master to make the perilous journey, which included navigating across wide, dangerous rivers to the Toltec’s and Aztec’s visions of heaven.
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Montezuma II, the last of the Aztec rulers, apparently didn’t want to take any chances that he wouldn’t make it to Mictlan, the realm of the dead, when he died. It is reported that the ruler owned hundreds of Chihuahuas at his palace. Presumably, many—if not all—were the yellow-fawn dogs with their special powers in the afterlife.



Yellow dogs were not the only revered color of dog, however. According to some historians, red Chihuahua-like dogs may also have played a significant role in religious ceremonies. Red represented temptation, and dogs of this color were thought to possess the ability to assume the sins of the dearly departed. Unfortunately for the dog, that meant that the animal would be burned in the deceased’s funeral pyre.

Latin America’s Pet

The spread of the popularity of the Chihuahua north to northern Mexico and south to South America is widely attributed to the arrival of the Spanish conquistadors in the early 1500s. According to this theory, the Spaniards not only took these dogs with them as they conquered and pillaged, they also brought back Chihuahua-like dogs to Europe.

Some dog historians contest this theory. These researchers claim that the more likely result of the Spaniards’ exploration and presence was the near decimation of all domestic dogs existing at the time. Upon their arrival, conquistadors enslaved the Aztec people. Aztecs, along with many other older civilizations, raised dogs not only for religious reasons and as pets but also for food.


[image: ]

Another theory is that Spaniards brought black-and-tan terrier-type dogs with them and that this dog interbred with the Tolchichi to develop into today’s Chihuahua. Though one would think that only the bare essentials would have been onboard the Spanish galleons that were already loaded with men, horses, and supplies, a rat-killing terrier might have been of benefit onboard ships noted for rodent infestations.



Dogs raised for consumption, of course, were raised as livestock—typically larger in size, neutered, and fattened up with corn. The Aztecs had no need to eat their smaller dogs, which wouldn’t have made much of a meal anyway. Under the cruel servitude of the Spaniards, however, the Aztecs were no longer in a position to raise these smaller dogs strictly as a luxury and religious item. Faced with starvation, the Aztecs could have turned to their revered, smaller dogs for survival.

The Spanish conquistadors likely turned to dog as a common meal during food shortages, too. Armies of conquistadors (whose horses required grain and depleted this source of food) are attributed with not only wiping out entire native civilizations from Florida through Mexico and into Central America, but also with raiding Indian tribes’ camps for thousands of domestic dogs, whether they were raised as working dogs, a source of food, or as religious and luxury items.

The Dog from Chihuahua

The history of the Chihuahua and its predecessors is a bit murky from the 1500s to the early 1800s, a time period in which very few artifacts exist to record the dog’s presence. But then the little dogs begin showing up in northwestern Mexico, specifically in Chihuahua, Mexico—the country’s largest state (occupying 12.5 percent of Mexico’s land mass), bordering Texas and New Mexico.

During those years in which records of the little dog of Mexico are scanty, many other cultures and their dogs could have played a role in the development of the diminutive Chihuahua of today. In addition to the arrival of Spaniards (from the 1600s to the early 1800s), the area was home to more than 200 different Indian tribes (including Apaches, present in the 1500s and 1600s) as well as Chinese railroad workers and German settlers in the 1800s, when Mexico was briefly part of the Austro-Hungarian empire.

In the late 1800s, enterprising Mexicans began selling small dogs (longhaired, shorthaired, and no-haired) to American tourists at border markets. It was natural then for the popular dog to be given the name “Chihuahua,” after the Mexican state in which it was sold. In fact, all varieties were at one point called Chihuahuas; however, the hairless variety was later determined to be a separate breed and has now become the Mexican hairless. As for the Chihuahua, canine historians eventually discovered how widespread Chihuahua-like dogs were throughout Mexico and further south—a discovery that came too late for anyone who wanted to make changes to the breed’s name.
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Generalissimo Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna (1794-1896), the cruel five-time president of Mexico, reportedly owned large numbers of small golden-fawn dogs that went into battle with him. After the military defeat that gave Texas its independence in 1836, a pack of little yellow dogs were reputedly found in his camp. Perhaps the general, too, feared death and wanted the presence of these dogs to ensure safe passage into the afterlife.



Recognition in North America

The cute, feisty little dog of Chihuahua is one of the oldest registered breeds in the United States; however, it was slow to become a popular pet. The first Chihuahua, Midget, was registered in 1904 in the American Kennel Club (AKC) registry. Ten years later, registrations were up to thirty dogs a year. The Chihuahua reached its peak in popularity in 1964, earning a twelfth-most-popular breed ranking that year.

Of course, the Chihuahua has also come a long way since the days of Midget, and even since those Chihuahuas of the 1960s, not only in terms of popularity and numbers but in looks as well. Previously, the conformation of the Chihuahua was much leggier with a more pointed head and larger, erect ears than the Chi of today (think of the Taco Bell dog). Today, the breed is more compact, with a much shorter muzzle, a rounder head, and larger, rounder eyes.
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Chihuahuas are very friendly dogs that love people and attention!

It is possible to find both conformation styles in the Chihuahua world today. The leggier, older breed type is often referred to as a deer Chihuahua. The Chihuahua that more closely adheres to the Chihuahua Club of America’s (CCA) breed standard is referred to as the apple- or dome-headed Chihuahua.

Chihuahua Breed Standard

The standard for any dog breed specifically outlines the qualities that the breed should ideally exhibit. These are the qualities that reputable breeders breed for, and they include temperament as well as appearance. Conformation refers to how closely the dogs approach the ideal. Dogs that conform very closely to the breed standard—in both appearance and temperament—might be considered “show quality.” A fine dog with a pleasant temperament that does not conform as closely to the breed standard would be considered “pet quality.” Pet quality dogs are not lesser dogs; they might only be a nonstandard color or have slightly too-large ears, for example. A pet quality Chihuahua might simply be one that weighs a little over 6 pounds—enough deviation from the breed standard to disqualify him from the show ring, but not enough to affect his status as a great companion.

The official breed standard for the Chihuahua, as published by the American Kennel Club (and made available on their Web site, at www.akc.org), is as follows:


[image: ] Breed Standard


General Appearance:

A graceful, alert, swift-moving little dog with saucy expression, compact, and with terrier-like qualities of temperament.

Size, Proportion, Substance:

Weight—A well balanced little dog not to exceed 6 pounds. Proportion—The body is off-square; hence, slightly longer when measured from point of shoulder to point of buttocks, than height at the withers. Somewhat shorter bodies are preferred in males. Disqualification—Any dog over 6 pounds in weight.

Head:

A well-rounded “apple-dome” skull, with or without molera. Expression—Saucy. Eyes—Full, but not protruding, balanced, set well apart, luminous dark or luminous ruby. (Light eyes in blond or white-colored dogs permissible.) Ears—Large, erect type ears, held more upright when alert, but flaring to the sides at a 45 degree angle when in repose, giving breadth between the ears. Muzzle—Moderately short, slightly pointed. Cheeks and jaws lean. Nose—Self-colored in blond types, or black. In moles, blues, and chocolates, they are self-colored. In blond types, pink nose permissible. Bite—Level or scissors. Overshot or undershot bite, or any distortion of the bite or jaw, should be penalized as a serious fault. Disqualifications—Broken down or cropped ears.

Neck, Topline, Body:

Neck—Slightly arched, gracefully sloping into lean shoulders. Topline—Level. Body—Ribs rounded and well sprung (but not too much “barrel-shaped”). Tail—Moderately long, carried sickle either up or out, or in a loop over the back, with tip just touching the back (never tucked between legs). Disqualifications—Cropped tail, bobtail.

Forequarters:

Shoulders—Lean, sloping into a slightly broadening support above straight forelegs that set well under, giving a free play at the elbows. Shoulders should be well up, giving balance and soundness, sloping into a level back (never down or low). This gives a chestiness, and strength of forequarters, yet not of the “Bulldog” chest. Feet—A small, dainty foot with toes well split up but not spread, pads cushioned (neither the hare nor the cat foot). Pasterns—Fine.

Hindquarters:

Muscular, with hocks well apart, neither out nor in, well let down, firm and sturdy. The feet are as in front.

Coat:

In the Smooth Coats, the coat should be of soft texture, close and glossy. (Heavier coats with undercoats permissible.) Coat placed well over body with ruff on neck preferred, and more scanty on head and ears. Hair on tail preferred furry. In Long Coats, the coat should be of a soft texture, either flat or slightly curly, with undercoat preferred. Ears—Fringed. (Heavily fringed ears may be tipped slightly if due to the fringes and not to weak ear leather, never down.) Tail—Full and long (as a plume). Feathering on feet and legs, pants on hind legs and large ruff on the neck desired and preferred. Disqualification—In Long Coats, too thin coat that resembles bareness.

Color:

Any color—Solid, marked or splashed.

Gait:

The Chihuahua should move swiftly with a firm, sturdy action, with good reach in front equal to the drive from the rear. From the rear, the hocks remain parallel to each other, and the footfall of the rear legs follows directly behind that of the forelegs. The legs, both front and rear, will tend to converge slightly toward a central line of gravity as speed increases. The side view shows good, strong drive in the rear and plenty of reach in the front, with head carried high. The topline should remain firm and the backline level as the dog moves.

Temperament:

Alert, with terrier-like qualities.

Disqualifications:


	Any dog over 6 pounds in weight.


	Broken down or cropped ears.


	Cropped tail, bobtail.


	In Long Coats, too thin coat that resembles bareness.




Approved September 11, 1990

Effective October 30, 1990

Reprinted with permission from the Chihuahua Club of America.



Being Famous Is Not Fortunate

The Chihuahua has had several distinct periods of popularity. The first such period was during the 1930s, when Latin American music saw a simultaneous surge—particularly that of Rumba Kings. Xavier Cugat, rumba bandleader and later host of his own television show, was noted for carrying his Chihuahuas in his shirt pockets. Movie stars also were attracted to the uniqueness of the breed. Latin American actress Lupe Velez owned a very small Chihuahua named King. Perhaps adoring the drama of it all, Velez fed her Chihuahua with an eyedropper.

The second period of great popularity came roughly thirty years later, in the 1960s, and lasted about a decade, into the 1970s. In fact, the Chihuahua reached its peak in AKC rankings (calculated using registrations) in 1964. At this time, the Chihuahua is the tenth most-popular breed in the United States. However, with the current appeal of the Chihuahua among celebrities and the breed’s resulting widespread visibility, the Chihuahua could easily top this record and move up in the AKC’s top-ten standings in the first decade of the twenty-first century.
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Which celebrities own Chihuahuas?

The Chihuahua’s popularity among female stars seems to have reached the point at which the diminutive dog is very nearly considered a much-needed fashion accessory among the Beverly Hills crowd. Paris Hilton, Britney Spears, Hilary Duff, Madonna, Jennifer Lopez, and Christina Ricci are just a few female icons frequently photographed with their Chis.



The problem with being a popular breed is that good Chis are now hard to find. Reputable Chihuahua breeders who produce quality dogs (those that possess excellent temperaments, health, and conformation) simply cannot keep up with today’s skyrocketing demand for Chihuahuas. Nor do they want to meet this demand. Many—if not most—Chi pups are bought on impulse without any real thought as to the needs of this breed. The result? Hundreds and hundreds of Chihuahuas are dropped off in shelters, picked up as strays by animal-control officers, and surrendered to breed rescues.
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The Chihuahua has attracted an ugly undercurrent of human beings, too. Rescues in certain areas of the country report horror stories of Chis being tortured, abused, and killed—sometimes in a ritualistic or sacrificial manner. In addition to being inhumane and cruel, these cases also indicate a potential surge in the numbers of criminally abusive individuals (as animal torture is well linked to violent criminal behavior).



With demand far outreaching supply, every unscrupulous person interested in cashing in on the excess demand has entered the Chi picture. The result is that there are Chihuahua puppies for sale everywhere; however, very few of these pups will meet the expectations of the discerning pet owner who seeks a healthy, well-balanced companion.

Chi Strengths and Challenges

Chihuahuas present a number of unique and wonderful attributes that make them the perfect pets for many people. However, they can also have qualities and characteristics that make them a challenge to properly train and care for. When you are deciding on a Chihuahua to add to your family, make sure you are both fully aware of the breed’s strengths and potential problems and ready to deal with these issues.

Strengths

Chihuahuas didn’t become popular just because of their looks. The breed is a favorite among dog owners for many excellent reasons, including these:


	Small size


	Variety in coat lengths


	Solid, brindle, and spotted colors


	Light weight and easy to carry


	Can travel in-cabin


	Long lifespan (fourteen to eighteen years)


	Adaptability


	Ease of exercise


	Watchdog abilities


	Playfulness




Challenges

As with any dog breed, the Chihuahua has its own unique challenges. Many of these challenges are related to poor breeding and can be avoided by finding a quality breeder (these are indicated in the following list by an asterisk). Others have the potential to be inherent to all members of the breed:


	Extremely poor health*


	Aggressive or nervous behavior*


	Hard to housetrain


	Independent/difficult to train


	Not good with small children


	Requires coat care (longhaired variety)


	Delicate/susceptible to injury


	Yappy


	Tiny amounts of poisonous plants, foods, or chemicals can be fatal


	Seen as prey by many animals




 Is This the Dog for You?


The Chihuahua can be an excellent pet in the right home with the right owner. In fact, because of its small size, the Chi can adapt to many different lifestyles quite easily. This breed can be equally as comfortable living with a retired couple in a high-rise apartment as growing up with a large family in a sprawling home in the suburbs.

The key to success in owning a Chihuahua lies with the owner. Owners must realize that despite its toy-like size and appearance, the Chihuahua is all dog. The second key is to understand that as a dog, the Chihuahua has specific needs, including socialization, training, exercise, proper nutrition, preventive veterinary care, and companionship. If you are willing and able to meet the Chihuahua’s simple but important needs, the Chihuahua can make a fine, long-lived companion.


CHAPTER [image: ]

¡Yo Quiero Chihuahuas!

You understand the challenges of owning a Chihuahua, as well as the benefits. And after much serious consideration, you know in your heart that this little dog is the right choice for you. Within the world of Chihuahuas, there is a huge range of Chis—from two different conformation types and coat lengths to virtually every color and marking pattern known to canines. From this wide range of Chihuahuas, you’ll need to select the puppy or adult that is to become your companion for the next twelve to fifteen years or more.

Narrowing Down Your Choices

Once people have decided to purchase or adopt a specific breed of dog, it is not uncommon for them to immediately start looking at litters of puppies. Often, however, this headlong jump into searching for a Chi winds up with the individual making an impulsive, emotional choice.

There’s nothing necessarily wrong with choosing the puppy or adult that strikes your fancy and has won your heart over virtually upon sight. Appearance and an emotional connection are certainly two factors that are important when selecting a canine companion. But just as with personal relationships that are built on love at first sight, it’s often only a matter of time before you realize that the person who’s swept you off your feet (or, in this case, the Chihuahua that wriggled into your heart) is neither what you thought she was nor what you were really looking for in the first place.
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Develop a list specifying your must-have qualities, your don’t-want-these-under-any-circumstances qualities, and those breed aspects with which you are more flexible. You’ll find that writing down exactly what you’re looking for will enable you to choose the best puppy for you and that you’ll still get to experience that love-at-first-sight puppy emotion.



When choosing a Chihuahua, the more you can focus your search before you look at that first puppy or dog, the better your chances of getting what you want. For example, by simply deciding whether you want an apple-headed Chihuahua with correct conformation or the “can’t-take-it-in-the-show-ring-but-they’re-still-pretty-cute” deer-type Chihuahua, you will have narrowed your search substantially.

Then there are the issues of size, color, and markings, coat type, and sex (if it matters whether you get a boy or girl). Are you absolutely set on purchasing a puppy, or would you consider a slightly more mature model? Developing a good understanding of the personal preferences you have for your new dog makes you more likely to find precisely the Chi you are looking for and one that will meet (and exceed) all of your expectations.

Of Apples and Deer

When Chihuahuas began entering the United States, the dogs’ size, weight, and physical makeup varied widely. Some were long-legged. Others were short-legged. Some had longer muzzles or bigger ears. Eye shapes ranged from round to almond-shaped, and eye colors ran the gamut from dark brown to paler, tawny shades. The lack of uniformity found in these imported Chihuahuas is typical of all breeds in their early developmental stages.

When the Chihuahua Club of America (CCA) was founded in 1904, club members did some fine-tuning and determined what physical attributes they felt were the most desirable in the breed. These early Chi fanciers developed the first Chihuahua breed standard—the ideal of perfection toward which Chihuahua fanciers should breed.
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Do not expect to find a choice of both the apple-head and deer conformation types in the same litter. Aquality Chihuahua breeder will breed for only one type of Chihuahua, and that will be one that follows the breed standard as closely as possible—the “apple-headed” Chi.



Slight changes have been made in the Chihuahua breed standard over the years and, as is true of any breed standard, people interpret the written standard in different ways. This is how the two breed “types” most commonly seen today came into play.

During the Chihuahua’s first heyday (from the 1950s to the 1960s), it was fashionable to breed leggier Chihuahuas with longer muzzles, larger ears, and more widely set eyes. Since the most popular color in the United States was (and still is) fawn, the adult dogs truly resembled small deer—therefore the name reference. The Chihuahua featured in former Taco Bell advertising is a deer-type Chihuahua. This conformation style, though endearing to many pet owners, is passé. Today, the deer type is not bred by experienced breeders who are involved in conformation.

Today’s Chihuahua is a much more elegant dog—perhaps more suitable in style to the breed’s history of being a favored pet and an important religious icon. The apple-headed Chihuahua, which follows the current breed standard, has a more rounded head, smaller ears, and large—almost luminous—eyes that are set forward in the dog’s face. The Chi’s legs are also shorter in proportion to its body, giving the dog a very balanced, symmetrical look. The effect is a very sophisticated and beautiful dog that still retains all the feistiness of its ancestors.
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Because of the recent publicity Chihuahuas have gotten, especially from the Taco Bell commercials, they are becoming very popular among dog owners.

Is Itty-Bitty Better?

Just as Americans have a fascination with oversized meals and immense road-warrior vehicles, we also have a love of small dogs. Really small dogs. Not since the mid-1900s have toy breeds been so popular. In fact, since 2000, four of the top ten most-popular breeds registered with the AKC have been small dogs (under twenty pounds)—with the Chihuahua holding steady as one of those four.

From time to time, a breeder may have a runt, or an exceptionally small puppy, born to a litter. This small pup is not special. He is not more valuable than his larger littermates. He does not command a higher price for his so-called rarity. He’s just small. In fact, a very small puppy can require more veterinary care early on and take longer to wean from his mother.
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According to the breed standard, the Chihuahua is not to weigh more than six pounds. Those exceeding this weight can still make terrific pets; however, they would be disqualified in the show ring. The reputable breeder tries to breed dogs that conform to the standard, usually weighing between three and six pounds.



As you can probably surmise, enterprising entrepreneurs figured out that there was a market for people who wanted a dog so small she would fit in their breast pockets or ride in a petite purse. These folks even gave Chihuahuas (that would not weigh more than one to two pounds at full maturity) special names in order to market them as being something very extraordinary, rare and, of course, expensive: “teacup,” “pocket-size,” “miniature,” “tiny toys,” and “tiny teacup” are just a few of those names.

It’s okay to want a very small Chihuahua; however, you might want to keep the following things in mind:


	While a quality breeder does not breed for extremely small sizes, a quality breeder may still have a tiny Chihuahua show up in a litter.


	It often takes longer for these very little guys to begin thriving, so an experienced breeder will hold the occasional tiny puppy longer (more than twelve weeks) to make sure she is healthy and flourishing.


	Very small Chihuahuas may be more susceptible to a variety of illnesses and conditions, including hypoglycemia.


	Surgery, medications, and anesthesia can be more complex and expensive with the tiny Chihuahua.


	The only differentiation the CCA makes within the breed is coat type; there is no division according to size (such as the size division of toy, miniature, and standard that apply to the poodle, for instance).


	Chihuahua pups are small as it is, and a very small puppy requires even more attention from the owner to ensure her safety.


	Tiny Chihuahuas tend to remain frail and prone to injury throughout their adult lives.
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