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Prologue


The Civil War was the most violent and fateful experience in American history. At least 620,000 soldiers were killed in the war, 2% of the American population in 1860. If the same percentage of Americans were to be killed in a war fought in the 1990s, the number of American war dead would exceed five million. An unknown number of civilians, nearly all of them in the South, died from causes such as disease, hunger or exposure inflicted during the conflict. As a consequence, more Americans died in the Civil War than in all of the country’s other wars combined. The number of casualties incurred in a single day at the battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) was four times the number of Americans killed or wounded on the Normandy beaches on D-Day, June 6, 1944. More Americans were killed in action that September day near Sharpsburg, Maryland, than were killed in combat in all the other wars fought by the United States in the 19th century.


How did this happen? Why did Americans fight each other with a ferocity unmatched in the Western world during the century between the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 and the beginning of World War I in 1914? The origins of the American Civil War lay in the outcome of another war fought by America fifteen years earlier: the Mexican War. The peace treaty signed with Mexico in 1848 transferred 700,000 square miles of Mexican territory to the United States. However, the dramatic victory of American forces in the Mexican War fulfilled the prediction made by the philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson in 1846 at the war’s outset: “The United States will conquer Mexico, but it will be as the man swallows arsenic, which brings him down in turn. Mexico will poison us.”


The poison was slavery, which many Southern politicians wanted to introduce into the new territories; anti-slavery Northerners wanted to keep slavery out of them. In the House of Representatives, they had the votes to pass the Wilmot Proviso (offered by Congressman David Wilmot of Pennsylvania) stating that slavery should be excluded from all territories acquired from Mexico. In the Senate, Southern strength defeated this Proviso. South Carolina Senator, John C. Calhoun, introduced instead a series of resolutions affirming that slaveholders had the constitutional right to take their slave property into any United States territory they so wished.


These opposing views set the scene for a crisis when gold was discovered in California in 1848. Eighty thousand gold seekers poured into the region in 1849. To achieve some degree of law and order, the Forty-niners organized a state government and petitioned Congress for admission to the Union as the thirty-first state. As California’s new constitution prohibited slavery, this request met with fierce resistance from Southerners. The crisis escalated when the American President, Zachary Taylor, encouraged the huge territory of New Mexico (embracing the rest of the cession from Mexico) also to apply for statehood without slavery.


Pro-slavery Southerners threatened to secede from the Union if they were denied their “right” to take slaves into these territories. “If, by your legislation, you seek to drive us from the territories of California and Mexico,” Congressman Robert Toombs of Georgia informed Northern lawmakers, “I am for disunion.” The controversy in Congress became so heated that Senator Henry S. Foote of Mississippi flourished a loaded revolver during a debate, and his colleague Jefferson Davis challenged an Illinois congressman to a duel. In 1850 the American nation seemed held together by a mere thread, with armed conflict between free and slave states an alarming possibility.


But cooler heads prevailed. The Compromise of 1850 averted a showdown. This series of laws admitted California as a free state, divided the remainder of the Mexican cession into the territories of New Mexico and Utah, and left to their residents the question as to whether or not they would have slavery. (In fact, both territories did legalize slavery, but few slaves were taken there.) At the same time, Congress abolished the slave trade in the District of Columbia, ending the shame – in Northern eyes – of the buying and selling of human beings within sight of the White House and the Capital. But the Compromise of 1850 compensated the South with a tough new fugitive slave law that empowered federal marshals, backed by the army, to recover slaves who had escaped into free states. It thus postponed, but did not resolve, the sectional crisis.


During the 1850s, polarization between North and South intensified. The fugitive slave law embittered Northerners compelled to watch black people – some of whom had lived in their communities for years – being forcibly returned in chains to slavery. Southern anxiety grew as settlers poured into those Northern territories that were sure to join the Union as free states, thereby tipping the sectional balance of power against the South in Congress and the electoral college. In an attempt to bring more slave states into the Union, Southerners agitated for the purchase of Cuba from Spain and the acquisition of additional territory in Central America. Private armies of “filibusters,” composed mainly of Southerners, even tried to invade Cuba and Nicaragua to overthrow their governments and bring these regions into the United States – with slavery.


Nothing did more to divide North and South than the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 and the subsequent guerrilla war between pro- and anti-slavery partisans in Kansas territory. The region that became the territories of Kansas and Nebraska was part of the Louisiana Purchase, acquired by the United States from France in 1803. In 1820, the Missouri Compromise had divided this territory at latitude 36° 30’, with slavery permitted south of that line and prohibited north of it. Regarded by Northerners as an inviolable compact, the Missouri Compromise lasted for 34 years. But in 1854, Southerners broke it by forcing Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Territories, and leader of the Northern Democrats, to agree to the repeal of the ban on slavery north of 36° 30’ as the price of Southern support for the formal organization of Kansas and Nebraska territories.


Douglas capitulated under Southern pressure, even though he expected it to “raise a hell of a storm” in the North. It did. The storm was so powerful that it swept away many Northern Democrats and gave rise to the Republican party, which pledged to keep slavery out of Kansas and all other territories. One of the most eloquent spokesmen for this new party was an Illinois lawyer named Abraham Lincoln, who believed that “there can be no moral right in the enslaving of one man by another.” Lincoln and other Republicans recognized that the United States Constitution protected slavery in the states where it already existed. But they intended to prevent its further expansion as the first step toward bringing it eventually to an end. The United States, said Lincoln at the beginning of his famous campaign against Douglas in 1858 for election to the Senate, was a house divided between slavery and freedom. “‘A house divided against itself cannot stand.’ I believe this government cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free” By preventing the further expansion of slavery, Lincoln hoped to “place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction.”


Douglas won the senatorial election in 1858. But two years later, running against a Democratic party split into Northern and Southern halves, Lincoln won the presidency by carrying every Northern state. This was the first time in more than a generation that the South had lost effective control of the national government. Southerners saw the writing on the wall. A substantial and growing majority of the American population lived in the North. The pro-slavery forces had little prospect of winning any future national elections. Thus, to preserve slavery as the basis of their “way of life,” during the winter of 1860–1861 the seven lower-south states seceded one by one. Before Lincoln took office on March 4, 1861, delegates from these seven states had met at Montgomery, Alabama, adopted a Constitution for the Confederate States of America, and formed a provisional government with Jefferson Davis as president. As they seceded, these states seized the national arsenals, forts, and other property within their borders – with the significant exception of Fort Sumter in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina. When Lincoln took his oath to “preserve, protect, and defend” the United States and its Constitution, the “united” states had already ceased to exist.
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The inauguration of Jefferson Davis as President of the Confederate States, at the State House, Montgomery, Alabama, February 18, 1861.


Secession transformed the principal issue of the sectional conflict from the future of slavery to the survival of the Union itself. Lincoln and most of the Northern people refused to accept the constitutional legitimacy of secession. “The central idea pervading this struggle,” Lincoln declared after war had broken out in 1861, “is the necessity that is upon us, of proving that popular government is not an absurdity. We must settle this question now, whether in a free government the minority have the right to break up the government whenever they choose.” Four years later, looking back over the bloody chasm of war, Lincoln said in his second inaugural address that one side in the controversy of 1861 “would make war rather than let the nation survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came.”


James M. McPherson
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Eastern Theater
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Western Theater
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Trans-Mississippi Theater
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Coastal War
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Abraham Lincoln, photographed by Mathew Brady on February 27, 1860, the day before he delivered his Cooper Union speech. Lincoln was later to state that, “Brady and the Cooper Union speech made me President.”


1861: The Coming of War


WHEN ABRAHAM LINCOLN took the oath of office as the sixteenth – and, some speculated, the last – president of the United States on March 4, 1861, he knew that his inaugural address would be the most important such speech in American history. On his words would hang the issues of union or disunion, peace or war. His goal was to prevent the eight slave states that had not yet seceded from doing so, while cooling passions in the seven states that had seceded, hoping that in time their old loyalty to the Union would reassert itself. He pledged in his address not to “interfere with the institution of slavery where it exists.” Referring, however, to Fort Sumter and three other minor forts in the seceded states, he pledged to “hold, occupy, and possess the property, and places belonging to the government” – without defining exactly what he meant or how he would do it. In his eloquent peroration, Lincoln appealed to Southerners as Americans who had shared with other Americans four score and five years of national history. “We are not enemies, but friends,” he said.




Though passion may have strained, it must not break, our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.





Lincoln hoped to buy time with his inaugural address – time to demonstrate his peaceful intentions and to enable Southern Unionists (whose numbers he overestimated) to regain the upper hand. But the day after his inauguration, Lincoln learned that time was running out. A dispatch from Major Robert Anderson, commander of the U.S. army garrison holding Fort Sumter, informed him that his supplies would soon be exhausted: the fort must be resupplied or evacuated. The majority of Lincoln’s cabinet advised him to evacuate the garrison to avoid provoking a shooting war. But Lincoln feared that withdrawal would give the Confederacy a moral victory, confer legitimacy on its government and probably lead to diplomatic recognition by foreign powers. Having pledged in his address to “hold, occupy, and possess” national property, could Lincoln afford to abandon that policy during his first month in office? If he did, he would go down in history as the president who consented to the dissolution of the United States.


Lincoln finally arrived at a solution that would place the onus of starting a war – if there was to be a war – on the other side. He decided to send an unarmed ship with supplies to Sumter, and to hold troops and warships outside the harbor with authorization to go into action only if the Confederates used force to stop the supplies. He would also notify Confederate officials in advance of his intention. This shifted the decision for war or peace to Jefferson Davis. In effect, Lincoln flipped a coin and said to Davis: “Heads I win; tails you lose.” If Confederate troops fired on the supply ships, the South would stand convicted of starting a war by attacking “a mission of humanity” bringing “food for the hungry men.” If Davis allowed the supplies in, the American flag would continue to fly over Fort Sumter. The Confederacy would lose face at home and abroad, and Southern Unionists would take heart.


Davis did not hesitate: he considered Fort Sumter to be Confederate property. By ordering Confederate artillery to open fire against the fort on April 12, before the supply ship arrived, he started the biggest war in American history. The attack triggered an outburst of war fever in the North. “The town is in a wild state of excitement,” wrote a Philadelphia diarist. “The American flag is to be seen everywhere. Men are enlisting as fast as possible.” Because the tiny United States army – most of whose 16,000 soldiers were stationed at remote frontier posts – was inadequate to quell the “insurrection,” Lincoln called on the states to supply 75,000 militia. The free states filled their quotas immediately: more than twice as many men volunteered than Lincoln had called for. Recognising that the 90 days’ service – to which the militia were limited by law – would be too short a period, Lincoln on May 3 issued a call for three-year volunteers. Before the war was over, more than two million men would serve in the Union army and navy.


The eight slave states still in the Union rejected Lincoln’s call for troops. Four of them – Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina – seceded and joined the Confederacy. Forced by the outbreak of war to choose between the two sides, most residents of those four states chose the Confederacy. As a former Unionist in North Carolina remarked: “The division must be made on the line of slavery. The South must go with the South.” When news of Sumter’s surrender reached Richmond, a huge crowd poured into the state capitol square and ran up the Confederate flag. “I never in all my life witnessed such excitement,” wrote a participant. The Times of London’s correspondent described crowds in North Carolina with “flushed faces, wild eyes, screaming mouths, hurrahing for ‘Jeff Davis’ and ‘the Southern Confederacy.’“ No one in those cheering crowds could know that before the war ended at least 260,000 of the 850,000 soldiers who fought for the Confederacy would lose their lives, together with 360,000 Union soldiers, and that the slave South they fought to defend would be utterly destroyed.
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One of the many recruitment posters which were very successful in swelling the ranks of the Union army


The four border slave states – Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, and Delaware – were badly divided by the war. All four remained officially in the Union, but probably one-third of their white residents sympathized with the Confederacy, and many men from these states joined the Confederate army. Clashes between Union troops and local pro-Confederate crowds in Baltimore and St. Louis took dozens of lives in April and May, 1861. Guerrilla warfare, as well as pitched battles, plagued Kentucky and especially Missouri throughout the war. More than any other state, Missouri suffered from a civil war within the Civil War; its bitter legacy was to persist for generations.


The war itself produced a fifth Union border state: West Virginia. Most of the delegates from the part of Virginia west of the Shenandoah Valley had voted against secession. A region of mountains, small farms, and few slaves, its economy was linked more closely to nearby Ohio and Pennsylvania than to the South. Delegates who had opposed Virginia’s secession from the Union returned home determined to secede from Virginia. With the help of Union troops, they accomplished their goal. Through a complicated process of conventions and referendums – carried out amidst continuing raids and skirmishes – they created in 1862 the new state of West Virginia, which entered the Union in 1863.


With a population of nearly 23 million compared with 9 million (3.5 million of whom were slaves) in the Confederacy, the Union states had considerable superiority in military manpower. In economic resources, Northern superiority was even greater. But even when fully mobilized, the North’s superiority in resources and population did not guarantee success. The Confederacy had come into being firmly in control of 750,000 square miles – a vast territory, larger than all of western Europe. To win the war, Union forces would have to invade, conquer, and occupy much of that territory, cripple its people’s ability to sustain a war of independence, and destroy their armies. Britain had been unable to accomplish a similar task in the American War of Independence, even though it enjoyed a greater superiority of resources over the United States in 1776 than the Union enjoyed over the Confederacy in 1861.


To “win” the war, the Confederacy needed neither to invade nor conquer the Union, nor destroy its armies; the South needed only to stand on the defensive and hold out long enough to convince Northerners that the cost of victory was too high – as Britain had concluded with respect to the American colonies in 1783. As the military analyst for The Times of London wrote in 1861: “No war of independence ever terminated unsuccessfully except where the disparity of force was far greater than it is in this case. Just as England during the revolution had to give up conquering the colonies, so the North will have to give up conquering the South.”


While the railroad, telegraph, and naval steampower had radically altered wartime logistics, communications, and navies, the organization and tactics of armies had changed little since the Napoleonic Wars half a century earlier. But Civil War experience brought some changes in tactics dictated by the widespread adoption of the rifled musket. This innovation was only a decade old, dating to the perfection in the 1850s of the “minie ball” (named after French army Captain Claude Minie, its principal inventor), a cone-shaped lead bullet whose base expanded upon firing to “take” the rifling of the barrel. This made it possible to load and fire a muzzle-loading rifle as rapidly (two or three times per minute) as the old smooth-bore musket. The rifle had greater accuracy and four times the effective range (400 yards or more) of the smooth-bore. By 1862, most infantrymen in the Civil War were equipped with rifles; by 1863 many Union cavalrymen had breech-loading repeating carbines – an innovation accelerated by the Civil War – and by the last year of the war some Union infantry also had repeating rifles.


Tactics adjusted fitfully to the greater lethal range and accuracy of the rifled musket. Generals continued to order old-fashioned close-order assaults, which resulted in enormous casualties from 1862 onward. The defensive power of the rifle became even greater when troops began digging into trenches from 1863 on. Massed frontal assaults became almost suicidal. Soldiers and their officers learned through hard experience to adopt skirmishing tactics, taking advantage of cover and working around the enemy flank rather than attacking frontally.


After the fall of Fort Sumter, one of the first acts of the Lincoln administration was to proclaim on April 19, 1861, a naval blockade of the Confederate states. Initially, this blockade was more of a policy than a reality, for the navy had few ships on hand with which to enforce it. The task was formidable: the Confederate coastline stretched for 3,500 miles, with two dozen ports and another 150 bays and coves where cargo could be landed. The U.S. navy, which had been converting since the 1840s from sail to steam, recalled its ships from distant seas, took old sailing vessels out of mothballs, and bought or chartered merchant ships and armed them in an effort to create a blockade fleet overnight. Eventually the navy placed several hundred warships on blockade duty. But in 1861 the blockade was so porous that nine out of ten vessels slipped through it on their way to or from Confederate ports, bringing in munitions and other materiel vital to this agricultural society with its slender industrial base.


The Confederacy, however, inadvertently contributed to the blockade’s success by adopting in 1861 a foreign policy that has been called “King Cotton diplomacy.” Cotton was important to the British economy because textiles were at the heart of British industry, and three-fourths of Britain’s suply of raw cotton came from the American South. Southerners therefore believed that Britain would recognize the Confederacy’s independence and use the British navy to break the blockade. Southerners were so firmly convinced of King Cotton’s leverage that they kept the 1861 crop at home rather than try to export it through the blockade, hoping thereby to compel the British to intervene. But the strategy backfired: bumper crops in 1859 and 1860 had piled up a surplus of raw cotton in British warehouses, thus delaying until 1862 the “cotton famine” on which Southerners had counted.


In the end, the South’s 1861 voluntary embargo of cotton cost them dearly. By 1862, when the Confederacy needed to export cotton in order to pay for imported war materiel, the Union blockade had tightened to the point that the slow sailing ships with large cargo capacity could not get through. The sleek, fast, steam-powered “blockade runners” – that became increasingly prominent – had a smaller cargo capacity and charged high rates because of the growing risk of capture or sinking by the Union navy. Although most of these runners got through, the blockade by 1862 had reduced the Confederacy’s seaborne commerce to the point where both the Southern armies and the homefront began to suffer serious shortages. As a naval power that had relied on blockades in past wars, and expected to do so in the future, Britain refused to challenge the legitimacy of the Union blockade.


Lacking the capacity to build a naval force at home, the Confederacy hoped to use British shipyards for the purpose. Through a loophole in the British neutrality law, two fast commerce raiders built by a private firm in Liverpool made their way into Confederate ownership in 1862. Named the Florida and the Alabama, they roamed the seas for the next two years, capturing or sinking Union merchant ships and whalers. Altogether, these and other Confederate commerce raiders destroyed or captured 257 Union merchant vessels and drove at least 700 others to foreign registry. The U.S. merchant marine never recovered. But this Confederate achievement, though spectacular, made only a tiny dent in the Union war effort, especially when compared with the 1,500 blockade runners captured or destroyed by the Union navy, or the thousands of ships that were deterred from even attempting to beat the blockade.


In 1861 neither side anticipated how long and destructive the war would become. Southerners expected the Yankees to give up after Confederate armies had whipped them in one or two battles. Northerners were likewise confident of success, expecting that after one or two Union victories the Southern people would come to their senses, throw out their secessionist leaders, and return to their old allegiance.


The General-in-Chief of the United States Army was Win-field Scott, a veteran of the War of 1812, and commander of the army that had captured Mexico City in 1847. A Virginian who had remained loyal to the Union, Scott evolved a military strategy based on his conviction that there were many Southerners ready to be won back to the Union. The main elements of his strategy were the naval blockade and a combined army-navy expedition to take control of the Mississippi River, thus surrounding the Confederacy. In Scott’s words, this would “bring them to terms with less bloodshed than by any other plan.” The Northern press gently ridiculed Scott’s strategy as “the Anaconda Plan,” after the South American snake that slowly squeezes its prey to death.
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The Battle of First Manassas (Bull Run), July 21,1861, from a lithograph by Kurz and Allison


Most Northerners believed that the Confederacy could be overcome only by victory in battle. Virginia emerged as the most likely battleground, especially after the Confederate government moved its capital to Richmond in May, 1861. “Forward to Richmond,” clamored Northern newspapers. And forward toward Richmond marched the main Union army, only to be defeated on July 21 on the banks of the Bull Run 25 miles southwest of Washington. Victory in the battle of Manassas, as Southerners called it (the Union name is the battle of Bull Run) exhilarated Confederates and confirmed their feelings of martial superiority over the Yankees. But this overconfidence had its negative side: some Southerners thought the war was won. Northerners, by contrast, were jolted out of their expectations of a short war. A new mood of reality and grim determination gripped the North. Congress authorized the enlistment of up to a million three-year volunteers. Hundreds of thousands of new recruits enlisted during the next few months. Lincoln called General George B. McClellan to Washington to organize the new troops into the Army of the Potomac.


An energetic, talented officer only 34-years old, small of stature but great with an aura of destiny, McClellan soon won the sobriquet in the Northern press of “The Young Napoleon.” He organized and trained the Army of the Potomac into a large, well-disciplined, and well-equipped fighting force. He seemed to be just what the North needed after the dispiriting defeat at Bull Run. When the 75-year-old Scott stepped down as General-in-Chief on November 1, McClellan succeeded him.


But as winter approached and McClellan did nothing to advance against the smaller Confederate army whose outposts stood only a few miles from Washington, his failings as a commander began to manifest themselves. He was a perfectionist in a profession where nothing could ever be perfect. His army was perpetually almost ready to move. McClellan was afraid to risk failure, so he risked nothing. He consistently overestimated the strength of enemy forces confronting him (sometimes by a multiple of two or three) and used these faulty estimates as a reason for inaction. This caution and defensive-mindedness that McClellan instilled into the Army of the Potomac persisted for almost three years. In the meantime, the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia acquired a new commander in 1862, Robert E. Lee, who seized the initiative in the Eastern theater and thereby reversed a momentum toward Union victory that had built up during the first five months of 1862.




Fort Sumter APRIL 12–14,1861


On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union, an act which led by February 2, 1861, to the secession of six more states; the formation of a Confederate government; and a confrontation in Charleston Harbor that had momentous consequences.


Posted at Fort Moultrie, one of four Federal forts in Charleston Harbor, were two companies of artillery commanded by Major Robert Anderson. Concerned that Moultrie could not be defended, Anderson on December 26 transferred his men to Fort Sumter, a three-tiered masonry work at the harbor’s entrance. While the fort was prepared to resist an attack, South Carolina forces took possession of Moultrie and the other forts, and positioned batteries to command the sea approaches to Sumter.


On January 9, a cannon on Cumming’s Point opened fire on the merchant steamer Star of the West, sent by the Union to supply and reinforce Sumter, and she turned back. In February, when the Confederate Government was established – with Jefferson Davis as President – the Confederacy assumed responsibility for the defense of Charleston Harbor. Brigadier General P.G.T. Beauregard was placed in command.


In his inaugural address as President of the United States, Lincoln vowed to “hold, occupy, and possess” Federal property in the South. Thus, on April 9, a ship carrying supplies for Fort Sumter sailed from New York. On April 11, apprised of Lincoln’s plans, Beauregard demanded that Anderson evacuate Fort Sumter. Although aware that lack of supplies would force him to evacuate within a few days, Anderson refused. After a further exchange, Anderson replied that unless he received instructions or supplies from Washington by noon, April 15, he would evacuate.
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However, on April 12 at 4.30 am, following Anderson’s refusal to leave the fort immediately, the battery at Fort Johnson fired a signal round which exploded high above Fort Sumter.


By daybreak Fort Sumter was under heavy fire from more than 70 Confederate guns, but it was 7am before the first of the fort’s cannon responded. The bombardment continued for 34 hours, until 2.30pm on April 13, when Anderson surrendered. Although the fort had suffered considerable damage, no lives were lost.


The surrender of Fort Sumter united a previously divided North behind President Lincoln in his mission to preserve the Union.
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Clashes in Missouri JULY 5 – NOVEMBER 7 1861


The war in Missouri in 1861 pitted Federal forces, under Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon, against the pro-secessionist State Guard, led by Governor Claiborne Fox Jackson and Major General Sterling Price. Although Missouri had not seceded, Lyon drove the state legislature from the capital at Jefferson City on June 15. Two days later, Lyon routed the State Guard at Boonville, then sent a force southwest to cut off their retreat.


From Springfield, a Federal force of 1,100 advanced to a point just north of Carthage. There, on July 5, they were defeated by 4,000 Confederates marching south under Governor Jackson. The Federals retreated to Springfield. Jackson continued south to Cowskin Prairie, where Price had gathered an additional 1,200 men from across Missouri. The Missourians withdrew into Arkansas, uniting with Confederate and Arkansas State troops under Brigadier General Ben McCulloch. Lyon started south on July 3 and arrived at Springfield on July 13 with a force of over 5,000 men, but lacked supplies for offensive operations.


On August 1, McCulloch led the combined Confederate forces north toward Springfield, but rain canceled his plans to attack Lyon on August 9. The aggressive Lyon, however, launched a surprise dawn attack on the Confederate camp at Wilson’s Creek on August 10. Lyon was killed and the defeated Federals retreated to Rolla.


McCulloch withdrew to Arkansas, but Price advanced with the State Guard toward Lexington. The Confederates besieged from September 12 to 20, finally capturing the 2,800 defenders, with minimal losses. Lack of supplies forced Price to retire back to Springfield, and the year ended with Federal forces controlling most of the state.
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