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Jay Robert Nash’s


CRIME CHRONOLOGY




1900


MURDER



JAN. 9


Louise Masset is hanged at London’s Newgate Prison for murdering her three-year-old illegitimate son, Manfred, (whom she had suffocated and left in a woman’s lavatory at a train station), to be free to pursue her love affair with 19-year-old Euduore Lucas.


MARCH 23


Louis Rice, a black who had testified for another black accused of murdering a white man, is lynched outside Ripley, Tenn.


JULY 23


After raping 13-year-old Susan Priest, Elijah Clark, a black, is taken from the Huntsville, Ala., jail, dragged to the scene of the crime and lynched.


JULY 29


Italy’s King Humbert I is assassinated by Gaetano Bresci at Monza, near Milan; Bresci, an anarchist weaver from Paterson, N.J., had saved up wages for his return to his native land and the murder.


AUG. 20


Franz Theodore Wallert butchers his wife and four stepchildren; he will be hanged at Gaylord, Minn., on March 29, 1901.


SEPT. 22


Mary Bennett is found strangled on a Yarmouth, England, beach; her husband, Herbert John Bennett, will be arrested for the murder on Nov. 6, 1900, convicted, and hanged for the crime at Norwich Prison on March 21, 1901.


SEPT. 23


Millionaire William Rice is chloroformed to death by his valet, Charles Jones, in Rice’s palatial New York City apartment, at the direction of Rice’s lawyer, Albert T. Patrick, in a wild scheme to obtain the tycoon’s money; Jones will turn state’s evidence, and Patrick will get the death sentence, later commuted to life; he will be pardoned by New York Governor John A. Dix on Nov. 28, 1912.


[image: British wife-murderer Herbert John Bennett, shown in a magazine sketch during his trial. (Sept. 22, 1900)]


[image: American millionaire William Rice, after whom Rice University is named, was chloroformed to death by his valet. (Sept. 23, 1900)]


DEC. 23


Widow Thirza Isabella Kelly is stabbed to death by 17-year-old John Edward Casey, who breaks into her Great Yarmouth, England, home in a clumsy attempt to seduce her; Casey will be given a life sentence the following year.


ROBBERY



JAN. 11


William Wall and Wild Bunch member Matt Warner, after serving several years for robbery and murder, are released from the Utah State Penitentiary. Both men have reformed.


FEB. 28


Lonnie Logan, Wild Bunch member and brother of Harvey Logan (Kid Curry), is surrounded in a farmhouse outside Dodson, Mont., by a posse hunting him for bank robbery; Logan runs from the house through deep snow, blazing away at deputies, who shoot the 28-year-old bandit to death.


APRIL 5


While chasing Wild Bunch train robbers in eastern Ariz., George Scarborough, killer of gunman John Selman, Sr. (himself killer of gunman John Wesley Hardin), is shot by unknown parties from ambush; he will die the following day.


APRIL 17


George “Flat Nose” Currie, Wild Bunch member and much-wanted train robber, is caught rustling cattle by possemen outside Castle Gate, Utah, and is killed in a wild gunfight; town citizens rush to the slain outlaw and skin his body for gruesome souvenirs.


MAY 16


Kid Curry (Harvey Logan), of the Wild Bunch, kills Sheriff John Tyler and Deputy Sam Kenkins in Moab County, Utah, as the lawmen attempt to arrest him for robbery.


[image: Last of the Old West’s great outlaw bands, the Wild Bunch (left to right, seated): Harry Longbaugh (“the Sundance Kid”), Ben Kilpatrick (“the Tall Texan”), Butch Cassidy; (left to right, standing): Bill Carver and Harvey “Kid Curry” Logan. (Jan. 11, 1900)]


JULY 9


Tom Horn, ex-lawman turned hired gunman for a cattle consortium, shoots and kills suspected rustler Matt Rash near Brown’s Hole, Wyo.


AUG. 29


Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid, Kid Curry, 0. C. “Deaf Charley” Hanks and other Wild Bunch members rob Train No. 3 of the Union Pacific between Tipton and Table Rock, Wyo., of $5,014.


SEPT. 8


Scores of looters descend upon Galveston, Tex., after the city is devastated by a hurricane; many are shot by troopers.


SEPT. 19


Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid rob the First National Bank of Winnemuca, Nev., of several thousand dollars.


ORGANIZED CRIME



JAN. 7


Future California gambling boss and syndicate member Simone Scozzari is born in Sicily.


MARCH 15


Al “The Owl” Polizzi arrives in the U.S. from Siculiana, Sicily; with a police record dating from 1920, he will operate rackets under Moe Dalitz in Cleveland, Ohio, and will help to organize the national crime syndicate; he will be termed by U.S. Senate investigators as one of the “most influential members of the underworld in the United States” before his retirement to Coral Gables, Fla.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



MARCH 4


Albert J. Adams is exposed as the king of the numbers racket in New York City, running more than 800 policy shops that cater to more than 1 million customers a day.


MARCH 9


Policy king Zachariah Simmons is exposed by The New York Times as paying off thousands of dollars each year to New York City politicians and police to protect his fixed lottery and numbers operations.


MISCELLANEOUS



FEB. 1


The most lavish brothel in the U.S., the Everleigh Club, owned and operated by Ada and Minna Everleigh, opens at 2131-33 South Dearborn Street, Chicago; the sisters will earn millions before their retirement 11 years later.


AUG. 15


Race riots break out in New York City; mobs attempt to kill black entertainers Ernest Hogan, Williams & Walker and Coke & Johnson, who escape from theaters with rioters in pursuit.


DEC. 18


Edward A. Cudahy, Jr., 15-year-old son of a millionaire Omaha, Neb., meat-packer, is kidnapped by Pat Crowe, who will ransom the boy two days later for $25,000 in gold pieces. Crowe will escape to South Africa and, after many adventures, return to the U.S. in 1906, where he will return the ransom money; he will be tried and acquitted, mostly because he has, he claims, struck out at the powerful meat trust tycoon; for years thereafter Crowe will send his kidnap victim Christmas cards.




1901


MURDER



FEB. 13


Bessie Taylor, second victim of mass poisoner George Chapman, dies in London; her death is mistakenly attributed to “exhaustion from vomiting and diarrhea.”


MARCH 4


Immigrant Frank Latito is shot to death on a busy Denver street in broad daylight; police arrest Frank Sposato in the crowd and hurry him from the Italian colony through mobs threatening to riot; Sposato will go to trial on Nov. 19 and be proved innocent. The Latito murder remains a mystery.


MARCH 13


John Henderson, a black accused of murdering a Mrs. Younger, is dragged from the Corsicana, Tex., jail by a mob of 5,000, is tied to a stake and burned alive. A local jury will later commend the mob for its act of horror.


MAY ll


After black man James Brow is shot to death by a mob of whites for assaulting Della Garrett of Birmingham, Ala., the local coroner states that the wrong man has been killed.


JUNE 22


In a fit of jealousy, George Middleton of Potters-ville, N. Y. kills his wife; he will be electrocuted at Clinton Prison on July 29; so crude is the electric chair that it will take four shocks over 12 minutes to kill him.


JULY 19


Fourteen-year-old Willie Nickell, son of Kels Nickell, is shot and killed near Mountain, Wyo. Western gunman and ex-lawman Tom Horn will be charged with the murder on Jan. 13, 1902. He will be convicted in Cheyenne on Oct. 26, 1902, and will be hanged on Nov. 30, 1903; his last words, to executioner Joseph Cakhill: “Ain’t losing your nerve, are you, Joe?”


JULY 25


Wild Bunch member Kid Curry rides to the Winters-Gill ranch near Helena, Mont., and waits through the night to shoot and kill rancher Jim Winters as he brushes his teeth on the porch the next morning. It is a vengeance killing by Curry, who escapes on horseback; Winters had killed Curry’s brother John five years earlier.


AUG. 7


More than 500 whites burn John Pennington, a black, at a stake outside Birmingham, Ala., for a brutal attack on Mrs. J. C. Davis.


SEPT. 6


Anarchist and unemployed worker Leon Czolgosz, inspired by Bresci’s killing of King Humbert a year earlier, stands in a receiving line at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, N. Y., ostensibly to shake hands with President William McKinley. Hiding a .32-caliber pistol beneath a handkerchief, Czolgosz slaps McKinley’s outstretched hand away and fires a fatal bullet into the abdomen of the twenty-fifth President of the U.S.; McKinley will die eight days later; Czolgosz will be electrocuted at N. Y. ’s Auburn Prison on Oct. 29; his last words are, “I am not sorry.”


[image: Anarchist Leon Czolgosz shoots President McKinley. (Sept. 6, 1901)]


DEC. 25


Willis Burton Van Wormer and Fred Van Wormer, along with cousin Harvey Bruce, drive to the home of their uncle, Peter A. Hallenbeck, and shoot him to death for foreclosing a mortgage on the Van Wormer’s stepmother’s property in Greendale, N.Y.; Bruce will turn in the Van Wormer brothers and receive 18 years in prison, the Van Wormers will be sent to the electric chair on Oct. 10, 1903; Fred will survive two shocks and be placed again in the chair until dead.


ROBBERY



JAN. 17


George Henry Parker shoots to death wealthy farmer William Pearson on a London-bound train, for his purse; Parker leaps from the train at Vauxhall as a passenger, Mrs. Rhoda King, wounded in the robbery, points him out to pursuers; Parker is caught and will be hanged on March 19, 1901.


MARCH 27


Adam Worth, the greatest thief of the Victorian era, returns the priceless Gainsborough painting Duchess of Devonshire, which he stole 25 years earlier from Christie’s Gallery in London; the return of the painting is made in Chicago, Ill., through detective William Pinkerton; for his act, Worth is allowed to return to live out his life in London with all charges against him dropped.


Kid Curry kills rancher Oliver Thornton at Painted Rock, Texas, when Thornton learns he is the notorious Wild Bunch member and train robber.


APRIL 25


Black Jack Ketchum is hanged for train robbery in Clayton, N. M.; to the crowd assembled before the scaffold Ketchum cheerfully shouts, “I’ll be in hell before you start breakfast, boys!” To the hangman he yells, “Let her rip!” A mistied rope causes the western outlaw’s head to be tom from his body as he falls through the trap.


APRIL 26


“Chicago May” Churchill, Eddie Guerin and others burglarize the American Express office in Paris, taking more than $100,000 in French francs and checks; on June 14, 1902, Guerin will be sentenced to life; and Churchill will receive five years’ penal servitude; at the end of which she will be deported from France.


[image: “Chicago May” Churchill, who helped rob the American Express office in Paris. (April 26, 1901)]


[image: Eddie Guerin, “Chicago May’s” lover and the mastermind of the $100,000 American Express robbery in Paris. (April 26, 1901)]


JUNE 17


California stagecoach robber “Old Bill” Miner is released from San Quentin after serving 20 years for holding up the Sonora stage.


JULY 3


Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid, Kid Curry, 0. C. Hanks, Ben Kilpatrick and others rob the Great Northern train near Wagner, Mont., taking about $40,000 in cash.


NOV. 8


Wild Bunch member Ben Kilpatrick (“The Tall Texan”) is arrested with his common-law wife, Laura Bullion (alias Della Rose), in St. Louis, Mo.; $7,000 in cash from the Great Northern train robbery is found in Kilpatrick’s luggage; Ben Kilpatrick will plead guilty to train robbery in St. Louis on Dec. 12 and receive 15 years in Atlanta Federal Penitentiary; Laura Bullion will receive a five-year sentence in the Tennessee penitentiary.


DEC. 13


Kid Curry, toughest gun of the Wild Bunch, gets into a brawl in a Knoxville, Tenn., poolhall, wounding three policemen called to subdue him; he escapes and is hunted for three days by posses and bloodhounds before he is finally spotted on Dec. 15 by merchant A. B. Carey of Jefferson City, Tenn. Carey calls the police (the first time a phone is used to capture a felon in the U.S.); Curry is captured and taken to Knoxville, where he is sentenced to 20 years’ hard labor for train robbery and is fined $5,000 on Nov. 30, 1902.


ORGANIZED CRIME



APRIL 18


John Bonventre, uncle of Joseph “Joe Bananas” Bonanno and member of the Apalachin syndicate meeting in 1957, is born in Sicily.


OCT. 1


Nineteen-year-old Johnny Torrio, who emigrated from Orsara, Italy, becomes a Brooklyn prizefight manager; he will later become the crime czar of Chicago and one of the chief architects of the U.S. crime syndicate.


NOV. 13


Mock Duck, leader of the Hip Sings tong in New York City’s Chinatown, fights a pitched battle with hatchet men of the On Leong tong on Doyers Street, shooting four rival Chinese gangsters; Duck is released for lack of evidence and testimony against him, the On Leong faction having carried away their wounded and refusing to make statements.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



FEB. 14


George Lehman, alias “Nigger Baker,” is convicted of running a “green goods” (counterfeit money) scam in New York City, after his exposure by reformer Anthony Comstock. The con man is given a long prison term.


JULY 12


Ross Potter, passing himself off as Alfred Parsons, Lord Rosse of Burr Coth, Ireland, is convicted of passing worthless checks to Seth Low, president of Columbia University, and other New York City social lions.


DEC. 10


The New York Times on this day describes Albert Adams, king of New York City policy gaming, as “many times a millionaire.”


MISCELLANEOUS



JULY 7


Professor Paul Uhlenhuth makes blood type discoveries that lead to forensic proof that German childkiller Ludwig Tessnow is guilty of slaughtering two young boys near Rugen; Tessnow will be executed at Griefswald Prison in 1904.


AUG. 20


White mobs howl through the streets of Pierce City, Mo., during race riots; several blacks are injured.


SEPT. 28


Antonio Maggio, infamous anarchist, is arrested for conspiracy to murder state officials in Sante Fe, N.M.


OCT. 14


Annie Rogers, consort of the notorious western outlaw Kid Curry, is arrested in Nashville, Tenn., and charged as an accomplice to Curry and the Wild Bunch. She will be sent to the Tennes see Penitentiary, to be released on June 19, 1902.


DEC. 15


A wild gun battle breaks out on the rue Popincourt in Paris between white-slavers Leca and Delbord and a half dozen other men over the possession of a prize whore; several people are wounded.




1902


MURDER



JAN. 25


After an affair with Charlotte Cheeseman, George Wolfe batters in the girl’s head with a chisel in London’s East End and dumps the body in the Tottenham Marshes; Wolfe then enlists in the army but will be tracked down and convicted; he will be the last man to be hanged at Newgate Jail.


APRIL 1


A mob drags Walter Allen, charged with assaulting 15-year-old Blossom Adamson, from his Rome, Ga., jail cell and hangs him; his body is then riddled with bullets.


JUNE 1


Rose Harsent, of Peasenhall, Suffolk, England, is found dead on the kitchen floor of her employer’s home, her throat slashed and body charred; William Gardiner is charged with the murder, but after two trials he will be released and disappear.


JUNE 25


New England mass poisoner nurse Jane Toppan is tried for several murders; though she insists she’s sane, the murdering nurse is sent for life to the Taunton (Mass.) State Asylum for the Criminally Insane.


SEPT. 25


John Kensit, founder of the Protestant Truth Society, is attacked by large Catholic crowds as he leaves a Liverpool, England, auditorium; he is struck in the eye by a hurled file and will later die of his injury; John McKeever, a Liverpool youth vocal in his abuse of Kensit, will be tried for the murder of the religious leader but be acquitted. Kensit’s murder remains unsolved.


OCT. 22


Maud Marsh is poisoned with antimony by mass murderer George Chapman in London; she is his third victim.


NOV. 10


Emma “Kitty” Byron stabs Arthur Reginald Baker, her lover, to death in London because he refuses to marry her; she serves only six years in prison, such is public sympathy for her.


DEC. 1


Edgar Edwards slaughters shopkeeper John William Darby; his wife, Beatrice; and their infant child while calling ostensibly to purchase their shop in Camberwell, England. Edwards then guts their store and steals more than £200, carting away goods and their dismembered bodies in sacks, which he buries in his backyard at night. A few weeks later he will attack another grocer advertising his shop for sale, prompting the police to discover the remains of the Darby family; Edwards, though insanity is rampant in his family, will be found guilty and hanged in 1903.


ROBBERY



JAN. 8


Sophisticated American-born thief Adam Worth, who committed countless robberies worldwide in the 19th century, dies in London.


MARCH 12


Bank and train robber Butch Cassidy, to escape posses searching for him nationwide, sails from New York City for Argentina aboard the Soldier Prince to take up robbery in South America; the Sundance Kid and the Kid’s common-law wife, Etta Place, follow Cassidy to Buenos Aires, sailing from New York on July 10 aboard the Honorius.


APRIL 15


O. C. “Deaf Charley” Hanks, Wild Bunch member, after several cross-country escapes from detectives hunting him for a two-year-old train robbery, gets drunk and shoots up a saloon in San Antonio, Tex.; he is killed by two officers while resisting arrest.


MAY 8


Martinique is devastated by a gigantic eruption of the volcano Pelee, which destroys the city of St. Pierre, killing between 30,000 and 36,000 persons (an estimated 30 people survive, only four in St. Pierre); dozens of ghoulish looters will later land and rob the city banks; French sailors from the cruiser Suchet will land on the island and shoot several thieves before the looting is stopped.


JUNE 9


Train robber Harry Tracy, onetime member of the Wild Bunch, escapes from Oregon State Penitentiary with outlaw Dave Merrill after killing three guards; Merrill’s body will be found near Chehalis, Ore.; and Tracy will later admit to murdering Merrill after reading in a newspaper that Merrill has secretly turned state’s evidence against him in exchange for a lighter sentence; Tracy will be trapped by a posse near Davenport, Wash.; on Aug. 4 and, following a fierce gunfight, will commit suicide.


SEPT. 21


Lady’s companion Madame Giriat strangles her wealthy employer, Eugenie Fourgère, to death at Aixles-Bains, France, to steal her jewelry; Giriat brings down suspicion on herself with a histrionic display for the police and will be found guilty and sent to prison for life.


DEC. 28


George Collins and Bill Rudolph (“The Missouri Kid”) rob a bank in Union, Mo., blowing open the vault and taking $28,000 in cash and securities.


[image: Bill Rudolph (“The Missouri Kid”). (Dec. 28, 1902)]


ORGANIZED CRIME



JAN. 2


Mafia chieftan Gerardo (“Vito”) Gatena is born in Newark, N.J.; his criminal career will date from 1923, involving robbery, hijacking, bribing a federal juror and suspicion of murder; he will rise to family head of New Jersey and coruler of state syndicate with Abner “Longy” Zwillman.


JAN. 15


A pitched gun battle occurs between two warring factions of white-slavers near the Place de la Concorde in Paris, with several gang members on both sides wounded.


JULY 4


Meyer Lansky is born, at least officially, Maier Suchowljanksy in Grodna, Russia (this birthdate was later set by an immigration official because Lansky’s parents couldn’t remember his real birthdate); Lansky will rise to be a board member and treasurer of the U.S. crime syndicate, one of the most powerful men in America.


[image: George Collins, Rudolph’s partner in crime. (Dec. 28, 1902)]


AUG. 6


Future beer baron of the Prohibition era Arthur Fleggenheimer is born in the Bronx, N.Y.; he will be better known as Dutch Schultz.


AUG. 24


Carlo Gambino, who will rise to reigning cappo di tutti capo (boss of bosses) in the New York Mafia families, is born in Palermo, Sicily.


NOV. 22


Joe Adonis, later New York rackets kingpin and Mafia chief, is born Giuseppe Doto (or Dato—the family used both names) in Montemarano, Italy.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



FEB. 15


Chicagoan Jim Roofer opens the first wire store (a Big Store con game using a phony betting parlor and rigged racing results).


APRIL 10


Con artists launch another version of the Baker scam, convincing hundreds of suckers with the surname of Baker to invest in a legal battle to gain the so-called inheritance of Col. Jacob Baker, which includes all of downtown Philadelphia, valued at an estimated $3 billion.


JUNE 6


Retired western lawman Bat Masterson and friends are arrested in New York City and charged with running a crooked faro game; charges will be dropped, and Masterson will be cleared as a victim of police persecution (he claims jealousy as the motive).


DEC. 1


Richard Canfield’s luxurious New York City gambling spa is raided by lawmen led by DA William Travers Jerome.


MISCELLANEOUS



APRIL 18


Denmark officially abandons the criminal identification of bertillonage (wherein various physical measurements are recorded) and adopts fingerprint identification.


SEPT. 2


A burglar named Jackson is convicted in London’s Old Bailey through the prosecuting efforts of attorney Richard Muir, who persuades a jury to accept fingerprints (the science of dactyloscopy) as evidence; this is the first fingerprint conviction in legal history.


OCT. 17


Alphonse Bertillon photographs fingerprints left by the murderer of Joseph Reibel (a dental servant found dead in the dentist’s Paris office) on a glass cupboard. Checking the photo against prints in his files, he matches them with those of ex-convict Henry Leon Scheffer, who will later confess to the killing; thus Bertillon, an archfoe of the fingerprint method, inadvertently undermines his own bertillonage system of identification.


DEC. 8


Crewmen Gustav Rau and William Smith lead a mutiny aboard the British ship Veronica, sailing from Ship Island, Mexico, to Montevideo with a load of timber. Captain Alexander Shaw and his mates are murdered and thrown overboard and the ship is burned. Five surviving mutineers will be picked up; Smith and Rau will be convicted of piracy and murder in Liverpool in 1903 and hanged.




1903


MURDER



MARCH 16


“George Chapman” (Severin Klosowski) is tried at the Old Bailey in London and is found guilty of poisoning Maud Marsh, one of three known female victims. (Chapman had been a strong suspect during the Jack the Ripper murders of 1888, but since his method of murder was poison, as opposed to the Ripper’s brutal slashings, most authorities have now eliminated Chapman as the real Jack.) He will be hanged in London on April 7.


MAY 4


Curtis Jett and Tom White, sheriff’s deputies and members of the Hargis clan, which is at war with the Cockrill family in Jackson, Ky., shoot and kill lawyer James B. Marcum, a Cockrill ally, on the steps of the city courthouse in view of dozens of witnesses; Jett and White will be sent to prison for life.


JUNE 10


Violent anti-monarchist “Colonel Apis” (Dragutin Dimitrijevic) and several other army officers break into the royal chamber of the Belgrade palace of King Alexander (of Serbia), assassinating him and Queen Draga; Apis will organize the murder of Archduke Francis Ferdinand II years later to precipitate World War I.


JUNE 22


A mob in Wilmington, Del., drags George White, a black man, from jail and burns him at the stake as the suspected killer of 17-year-old Helen Bishop.


JUNE 23


Samuel Herbert Dougal is found guilty of murdering Camille Holland in Essex, England, after a two-day trial at the Old Bailey; he will be hanged on July 14 at Chelmsford Prison.


JULY 14


Ed Claus, a black convicted of rape, is hanged outside Eastman, Ga., by a large mob while his rape victim, Susie Johnson, witnesses the lynching.


JULY 20


F. Ward Gurley, DA of New Orleans, is shot and killed by Lewis W. Lyons, who believed Gurley was persecuting him. Lyons will be hanged on March 24, 1905, in New Orleans for the murder.


JULY 27


Jennie Steers, a black woman, is lynched near Shreveport, La., after she is accused of poisoning 16-year-old Elizabeth Dolan with doctored lemonade.


SEPT. 25


Milovar Kovovick and Milovar Patrovick, angered over being fired, murder steel-plant owner Samuel F. Ferguson and bookkeeper Charles L. Martin in Pittsburgh; Kovovick will be executed, while Patrovick will get 20 years.


DEC. 14


Wife-murderer William B. Ennis is electrocuted at Sing Sing (Ossining, N.Y.), becoming the first police officer sent to the chair.


DEC. 31


Prostitute Dora Piernicke of Toddenham Court Road, London, has her throat slashed by an unknown client; the murder becomes a sensation but is never solved.


ROBBERY



JAN. 16


Outlaw Henry Starr, doing 15 years in the Ohio State Penitentiary for murder and robbery, is pardoned by President Theodore Roosevelt, who has wired the bad-man: “Will you be good if I set you free?” Starr promises and is released. After his release, he will rob more than a dozen banks (and be the first to use an auto in a bank robbery) before being fatally shot in a bank robbery at Harrison, Ark., in 1921.


FEB. 2


Train robber and Wild Bunch member Henry Wilbur “Bub” Meeks is wounded as he attempts to dash through the front gateway of the Idaho State Correctional Institution.


JUNE 22


John Herbert Dillinger, who will become the most notorious bank robber of the 1930s, is born in Indianapolis, Ind.


JUNE 27


Kid Curry makes a small noose from the wire on a broom and lassos a guard around the neck in the Knoxville, Tenn., jail where Curry is being held. Curry pulls the guard to his jail cell, takes his pistol, and frees himself with the guard’s key; once outside the jail Curry leaps on Sheriff Fox’s horse and makes good his escape.


JULY 8


Gustave Marx, Harvey Van Dine and Peter Neidermeyer, who call themselves “The Automatic Trio” (Chicago police label them the “Car Barn Bandits”) begin their spree of eight robberies in which they kill eight men, including two detectives, and wound five others before being captured on Nov. 27.


SEPT. 23


Old Bill Miner single-handedly stops and robs a train near Corbett, Ore., taking a few hundred dollars.


DEC. 7


Chicago’s State Board of Pardons releases Jimmy Dunlap, who has been one of America’s most notorious burglars and bank robbers for forty years, after a three-year term in Joliet.


DEC. 23


After a devastating train wreck outside Laurel Run, Pa., scores of looters strip the dead bodies.


ORGANIZED CRIME



FEB. 14


John Anthony DeMarco, later to become an important Ohio labor racketeer and gambling kingpin, is born in Sicily.


SEPT. 22


Joseph Valachi, chief informant against the Cosa Nostra in the 1960s, is born in New York City.


OCT. 29


Russell A. Bufalino, whose criminal career will begin in 1927 and who will be called by the McClellan Committee “one of the most ruthless and powerful leaders of the Mafia in the United States,” is born in Montedoro, Sicily.


DEC. 16


The Chicago Graft Commission closes forever the doors of the Lone Star Saloon and the Palm Gardens, meeting places for city gangsters; owner Mickey Finn (who invented the knockout drink) has his license revoked.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



JAN. 14


Edgar Zug, who advertises himself as a “White Witch Doctor,” is convicted in Newark N.J., on a “gypsy blessing game,” a scam wherein his victims pay him enormous amounts to drive away evil spirits.


APRIL 27


Policy king Albert Adams is sent to Sing Sing to serve 18 months for running the New York City numbers racket. The 62-year-old Adams gives the warden his occupation as “gentleman.”


JUNE 1–JULY 8


Super con woman Sophie Beck swindles the Story Cotton Company of Philadelphia out of $2 million.


OCT. 3


Benjamin A. Chilson, known as “King of the Ringers,” disguises western racehorse McNamara as a poor-odds horse called Fiddler and wins a fortune in the last race at Morris Park in New Orleans.


MISCELLANEOUS



APRIL 3


Parisian authorities pass stiff laws against vagrants and pimps in the capital, instantly enforcing the edicts and arresting hundreds of prostitutes and their pimps.


APRIL 26


Objecting to a black boarding with whites, 38 men break into a Bloomington, Ind., home and whip Rebecca and Ida Stephens and their black roomer, Joe Shively.


JUNE 7


Dozens are injured during the Motormen’s Riot in Richmond, Va.




1904


MURDER



FEB. 7


A black couple, Luther Holbert and his wife, convicted of murder, are burned alive at the stake by a mob in Doddsville, Miss., for killing white man James Eastland.


MARCH 14


Thomas Tobin, a particularly brutal killer, is executed at Sing Sing, in N.Y., despite his desperate attempt to prove himself insane by racing madly about his cell while yelling that rats are chasing him.


MARCH 26


Five blacks charged with various crimes are dragged from the St. Charles jail in Little Rock, Ark., by a raging mob and shot to death.


MAY 3


Allan Mooney, who has been convicted in a sensational trial of killing two women at Saranac Lake, N. Y., is electrocuted at Dannemora Prison.


JUNE 4


Caesar Young is shot to death by Floradora showgirl Nan Patterson as they ride in a New York City hansom cab; Patterson will plead not guilty, claiming that her erratic lover committed suicide, but the entry of the bullet points to murder. The beautiful showgirl, however, will later convince a jury of her innocence and will be released to pursue an accelerated theatrical career.


JUNE 11


For the first time in history, bloodstains are used to convict a murderer, as Theodore Berger is sentenced to death for killing T. Beclin in Berlin, Germany.


ROBBERY



JAN. 19


Bill Rudolph (“The Missouri Kid”) attempts to rob the National Bank of Louisburg, Kan., but is surrounded and captured by a posse of farmers armed with pitchforks. He will be sent to Leavenworth.


MARCH 26


Bank robberGeorge Collins is executed in St. Louis for murdering a Pinkerton detective; he is given a shot of whiskey and a beer chaser before mounting the scaffold to be hanged; his neck does not break, and he slowly strangles to death.


JUNE 7


Three masked outlaws rob the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad at Parachute, Colo., for a small amount of cash; a posse runs down the trio the following day between Glenwood Springs and Rifle, Colo., two of the men escape, but one wounded man shoots himself; the body, first identified as cowboy and rustler Tap Duncan, is later positively identified by Pinkerton agent Lowell Spence as Kid Curry (Harvey Logan).


AUG. 3


Jean-Baptiste Detollenaere, a professional criminal, robs and kills a postman in Paris for 400 francs; Detollenaere will be guillotined in 1905.


SEPT. 3


Old Bill Miner robs a Canadian Pacific train at Mission Junction, B.C., taking $10,000.


ORGANIZED CRIME



JAN. 4


Joseph Rosato, who will later become a syndicate boss in New York narcotics and labor racketeering, is born in Naples, Italy.


FEB. 2


Notorious New York City gangsters Monk Eastman and Paul Kelly have a shoot-out with Pinkerton detectives; Eastman is arrested but later released.


JUNE 4


James V. Lasala, who will later become syndicate narcotics chief of northern California, is born in Brooklyn, N.Y.


NOV. 4


Chinese tong leader Mock Duck is wounded in a gun battle in front of his Pell Street, New York City, home; police catch one of the tong gangsters who attacked Duck, but he is released when the victim refuses to identify him.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



FEB. 10


Lou Blonger, head of the con clan in Denver, Colo., appoints Kid Duffy his full partner; both will launch expensive and successful scams against banks.


OCT. 11


New York City policy king Albert Adams is released from Sing Sing; the once-dapper millionaire is described by the press as “broken in health and bent with disgrace.”


NOV.2


Mrs. Cassie Chadwick of Cleveland is sued for $190,000 on a personal note, which she refuses to pay to a Boston banker. On Nov. 26, the Cleveland Press will reveal that Mrs. Chadwick is a notorious swindler who has used the aliases of Elizabeth Bigley, Madame DeVere, Mrs. Springsteen, Mrs. Scott and Mrs. Hoover. On Nov. 28, the Citizens National Bank of Oberlin, Ohio, near Cleveland, will close its doors, its president, Charles T. Beckwith, admitting that he has loaned Mrs. Chadwick $240,000, four times the capitalization of the small bank, after Mrs. Chadwick had tricked him into believing that she was the illegitimate daughter of Andrew Carnegie. Beckwith had also made Mrs. Chadwick personal loans amounting to $102,000 after she showed him a forged promissory note from Carnegie for $2 million. On Dec. 8, Cassie Chadwick will be arrested, while ill in bed in the New Breslin Hotel in New York City, on charges of fraud and imprisoned in New York City’s Tombs. She will be indicted and brought to Cleveland on Dec. 14, where a huge crowd will greet her at the train station with shouts of “Where’s the money?” and “Where’s Papa Andy?” She will be convicted of fraud and sentenced to prison, where she will die on Oct. 10, 1907.


MISCELLANEOUS



JAN. 10


Billy Roberts and Jack Stewart escape from Dannemora Prison, in New York.


MARCH 8


As a result of the murder of a white policeman and the subsequent lynching of a black man, Richard Dickerson, a race war breaks out in Springfield, Ohio.


MAY 18


England leads 13 nations, later joined by the U.S., in ratifying a global agreement to suppress white-slavers.




1905


MURDER



MARCH 2


Jeanne Weber, an insane Parisian housewife, begins a mass-murder spree by strangling her sister-in-law’s 18-month-old daughter Georgette. (See “Murder,” March 26, 1905.)


MARCH 26


Jeanne Weber murders her brother’s seven-month-old child Germaine in Paris by strangulation. (See “Murder,” April 5, 1905.)


MARCH 27


Alfred and Albert Stratton are found guilty in a London court of murdering Thomas Farrow, a Deptford shopkeeper, in the first murder conviction through the fingerprint identification system. The brothers will be hanged.


Herman Billik of Chicago poisons Martin Vzral for $2,000 insurance money, which is turned over to Billik by an infatuated Mrs. Vzral; Billik will allow her $100 for her husband’s funeral expenses, then permanently vanish.


MARCH 28


John Appleton confesses in Great Yarmouth, England, to murdering miner William Ledger, whom he killed with Joseph Earnshaw in 1882. Appleton will be sentenced to death for the 23-year-old murder but later reprieved and given a life sentence.


APRIL 5


Jeanne Weber tries to strangle her sister-in-law’s 10-year-old son Maurice in Paris. (See “Murder,” Jan. 29, 1906.)


APRIL 12


William A. Williams, in a berserk rage, slaughters Mrs. John Keller and her son in St. Paul, Minn.; Williams will be hanged on Feb. 13, 1906.


APRIL 13


Arthur Deveureux poisons his wife and twin sons in London and seals their bodies in an airtight tin trunk, which he deposits in a warehouse. His mother-in-law will track down the trunk, and Deveureux will be hanged at Pentonville Prison, England, on Aug. 15, after unsuccessfully feigning insanity.


SEPT. 24


Mary Sophia Money is found dead in the Merstham Tunnel on the London, Brighton & South Coast Railway; a coroner’s jury decides she has been murdered, beaten to death; but this classic mystery will never be solved.


DEC. 11


Mrs. E. Stevens is found with her throat slit in her Wadhurst, Sussex, England, cottage, where she has lived with her son James; since they live in dire poverty, robbery is ruled out, and James Stevens is charged with the killing when it is learned that he is the sole beneficiary of his mother’s life insurance. Though the case against him is weak, Stevens will be condemned to death, later commuted to life imprisonment.


ROBBERY



FEB. 11


Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid and others rob the bank at Loudres in Argentina, taking several sacks of gold.


MARCH 23


Robert Butler, a 60-year-old professional burglar who has spent more than 30 years in prison, robs merchant William Munday near Tooringa, Queensland, Australia, shooting his victim to death. Butler, one of the great rogues of the 19th century, will be executed for the robbery-murder.


MAY 8


Bank robber Bill Rudolph (“The Missouri Kid”) is hanged in St. Louis for killing Pinkerton agent Charles Shumacher; a throng of witnesses, particularly admiring young women who have sent bouquets to his death cell, watch the desperado strangle to death.


ORGANIZED CRIME



JAN. 18


Joseph Bonanno (“Joe Bananas”), who will later become one of the Mafia family chiefs of New York City before moving into so-called retirement in Tucson, Ariz., is born in Sicily. Bonanno will also become the subject of many books, TV programs and articles that, incredibly, attempt to soften his image when, in truth, he was one of the czars of the ruling council of the Mafia syndicate.


AUG. 9


Host of the notorious 1957 Mafia conclave at Apalachin, N. Y., Joseph Barbara, Sr., who will become a N.Y. kingpin in labor racketeering and gambling, is born in Sicily.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



FEB. 18


Charles Ponzi, who will later become a multimillionaire con artist in a Peter-to-Paul investment swindle that causes thousands to lose their life savings, is arrested in Montreal, Que., for check forgery, is convicted, and serves a short prison term.


MISCELLANEOUS



JUNE 25


Murderer and thief Henri Languille is guillotined in Paris; a Parisian physician, Dr. Beaurieux, holds an on-the-scaffold experiment by lifting the severed head and calling out Languille’s name to it; the head responds by opening its eyes and staring. This bizarre act is repeated three times before the head “dies.”


JULY 7


Youthful Carl Panzram, who will go on to become a mass killer in the 1920s, bums down a warehouse in St. Paul, Minn., in a perverted search for thrills.


DEC. 30


In Caldwell, Idaho, IWW terrorist and bomber Harry Orchard plants a bomb on the front porch of Frank Stenuenberg, ex-governor of Idaho, who is killed when the bomb explodes. Orchard will later turn state’s evidence against labor leaders such as Big Bill Haywood, admitting that he has planted scores of bombs in labor disputes, killing on one occasion 26 miners; Orchard will get life imprisonment; Big Bill Haywood, leader of the IWW, will be tried on May 9, 1907, for Stenuenberg’s murder, and after a brilliant defense by Clarence Darrow, will be acquitted.




1906


MURDER



JAN. 13


Chicago witnesses the last of a series of unsolved sex killings in which 20 women were molested either before or after death; the last victim is Mrs. Frank C. Hollister, wife of printing plant owner and social leader of Chicago’s North Side, who had left her home to sing at a funeral; her mutilated body is found on a trash pile behind a fence on Belden Avenue.


JAN. 29


Mass killer Jeanne Weber is placed on trial in Paris, but forensic scientists are unable to prove her guilty, there being no witnesses to her strangulation of several children. She is pronounced not guilty as the parents of her victims scream in the courtroom: “There is no justice!” and “She will begin again!” (See “Murder” April 16, 1907.)


FEB. 23


Johann Otto Hoch, who has been found guilty of murdering Marie Walcker, is hanged in Chicago; Hoch has been marrying and murdering women for their money since 1885, his number of victims fixed at about 50, making him the all-time mass murderer in the U.S. in this century, and exceeded in U.S. history only by Herman Webster Mudgett (alias H. H. Holmes, also of Chicago), who killed more than 200 women in 1893–94 in an assembly-line murder-for-profit system.


MARCH 16


Morphine addict and thief Emma LeDoux is tried for poisoning her husband, A. N. McVicar, stuffing his body into a trunk and storing it at a warehouse in Stockton, Calif. She will be found guilty five days later and sentenced to death; later to be reprieved and finally paroled in 1925; Emma will be returned to prison for running a matrimonial scam in San Francisco and will die in Tehachapi Prison in 1941.


MARCH 17


William Carr, a black man accused of stealing a white man’s cow, is hanged by 30 white vigilantes in Plaquemine, La.


MAY 7


George Michel purportedly murders mad prophet Joshua II over the power Joshua exercises on Michel’s sister, Esther, in Corvallis, Ore. Michel is acquitted, but is murdered by Esther, who is sent to an asylum for life.


JUNE 25


Harry Kendall Thaw, Pittsburgh coke millionaire, shoots and kills famous architect Stanford White in front of hundreds of spectators watching a musical on the roof on New York City’s Madison Square Garden; Thaw calmly tells arresting officers that White had ruined his wife, former showgirl Evelyn Nesbit. He is sent to an asylum.


[image: Johann Otto Hoch, killer of 50 women in matrimonial murder schemes, (shown left, seated with dark handlebar moustache), with hisChicago jailers. (Feb. 23, 1906)]


JULY 11


Chester Gillette murders his girlfriend Grace “Billie” Brown as they are rowing on Big Moose Lake, N.Y., after she tells him that she is pregnant. Gillette’s sensational trial will be attended by author Theodore Dreiser, who will use the story as material for An American Tragedy. Gillette will be electrocuted at Auburn Prison on March 30, 1908.


ROBBERY



JAN. 10


Elza Lay, top member of the Wild Bunch, is released from New Mexico State Prison after serving five years for an 1897 train robbery.


MARCH 2


Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid and others rob the bank at Via Mercedes in San Luis Province, Argentina, taking gold and bank notes.


APRIL 16


New York City detective Joseph A. Faurot arrests a British citizen named James Jones, whom he detects creeping shoeless and in evening wear from a Waldorf-Astoria hotel room; Faurot sends Jones’s fingerprints to Scotland Yard in England, and within two weeks London reports that Jones is professional burglar Henry Johnson, alias Daniel Nolan, who has been convicted several times. Confronted with this information, Jones admits his identity and confesses to burglarizing rooms in the Waldorf. He receives a seven-year prison sentence, and the case becomes an early triumph for the fingerprinting system not yet adopted in the U.S.


APRIL 18


Hordes of looters ravage the earthquake- and fire-struck city of San Francisco; scores are shot to death on the spot by troopers under General Funston, who has declared martial law.


MAY 8


Old Bill Miner robs the Transcontinental Express of the Canadian Pacific near Furrer, B.C., taking several hundred dollars. Miner will be captured by Mounties and on June 1 will be sentenced to life imprisonment at the New Westminster Penitentiary at Victoria, B.C.


OCT. 16


Wilhelm Voight dresses in the uniform of an army captain and takes over the town of Kopeneck, Germany, ordering duped soldiers to arrest the town authorities and deliver the city funds, about 4,000 marks; to him. Voight then disappears.


ORGANIZED CRIME



FEB. 28


Benjamin “Bugsy’’ Siegel, who will become the syndicate’s first West Coast boss of all rackets, is born in Brooklyn, N.Y.


APRIL 24


Vanished state game warden Seely Houk is found floating in the thawing Mahoning River in Pennsylvania, his head blown away by a shotgun blast; the murder is attributed to the Mafia.


APRIL 28


Anthony “Big Tuna” Accardo, who will later become head of the only Chicago Mafia family, is born in Chicago.


NOV. 22


Joseph Doto (or Dota), who will become the notorious “Joe Adonis” or “Joey A,” New York City syndicate kingpin and friend of movie stars such as George Raft, is born in Sicily.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



JUNE 13


San Francisco’s Mayor Eugene Schmitz and political boss Abe Rouf are arrested for graft, political payoffs and kickbacks following an investigation led by ex-Mayor Phelan and a determined group of reform-minded citizens. Schmitz will be found guilty of extortion on June 13, 1907, and sentenced to five years in prison. Although the Board of Supervisors will appoint a new mayor, Schmitz will take the city seals with him and continue to conduct city business from his cell.


OCT. 1


Policy king Albert Adams, whose health has been wrecked by a short prison term, shoots himself to death in his suite in New York City’s Hotel Ansonia.


MISCELLANEOUS



JAN. 6


In an early statistics-gathering effort it is shown that within one 24-hour period, Chicago’s crime record includes four murders, seven suicides, and 10 deaths from bomb explosions and other forms of violence.


FEB. 11


The Chicago Tribune on this date describes “bloody Maxwell Street” as “the wickedest police district in the world.’’


JUNE 13


Freddie Muth, six-year-old son of a wealthy Philadelphia jeweler, is kidnapped by John Keene, black sheep of a prominent New York City family, and onetime bank bookkeeper (who had allegedly embezzled $30,000 from a New York City bank; he was released without prosecution) and now a stockbroker low on funds; he and the Muth boy, for whom Keene has demanded a $500 ransom, are found by police as they walk casually down a New York City street; Keene admits that he has unsuccessfully attempted to kidnap another child of a rich family before snatching the Muth child, pleads guilty and will be given 20 years of hard labor and solitary confinement.


JULY 4


Wealthy William V. McKeekin of Red Bank, N.J., disappears on his wedding day; foul play is suspected, but McKeekin will never be found.


DEC. 27


A federal court in Tombstone, Ariz., sentences Tomas Espinosa to two years for conspiracy to commit murder; Espinosa has plotted the deaths of several lawmen.




1907


MURDER



JAN. 24


William Whiteley, founder of England’s first department store, is shot and killed by Horace George Rayner, the tycoon’s illegitimate son who has come to London’s largest emporium to seek recognition and funds; Rayner then turns the gun on himself in an unsuccessful suicide attempt. He will be sentenced to death, but after 200,000 people petition for reprieve, the sentence will be reduced to life imprisonment; he will be released in 1919.


FEB. 3


Albert Soleilland is arrested for the murder of 11-year-old Martha Erbelding, whom he had abducted on Jan. 31 and taken to a Paris opera, where she disappeared (Soleilland later claimed that Martha went to the washroom and never returned); he will be tried on July 2, convicted and sentenced to death; later to be resentenced to life imprisonment.


FEB. 21


Dora Feldman McDonald, wife of millionaire con artist king and political fixer Big Mike McDonald, murders her young lover Webster Guerin in his Chicago offices over his affections for another woman. Mrs. McDonald, through her husband’s influence, will be acquitted of the shooting in 1908; Big Mike will die bedridden in his mansion on Aug. 9, before the trial.


APRIL 16


Mass murderer Jeanne Weber, working as a maid with the alias of Moulinet, strangles nine-year-old Auguste Bavouzet, son of her employer, in Villedieu, France. (See “Murder,” May 4, 1907.)


APRIL 20


Carpenter Richard Brinkley, who has hoodwinked wealthy widow Johanna Maria Blume of Fulham, England, into signing her will over to him, attempts to poison the witnesses when the will is challenged after Mrs. Blume’s death; he poisons by mistake Richard Beck and his wife, Elizabeth, who sample a bottle of doctored stout; Brinkley will be convicted of murdering the Beck couple, and he will be hanged on Aug. 13, at Wands worth Prison.


APRIL 24


Alfred Packer, notorious Colorado cannibal who murdered a party of gold-seekers he guided into the mountains decades earlier, dies near Denver.


MAY 4


Jeanne Weber is arrested for the murder of the Bavouzet child in Villedieu, France. (See “Murder,” July 27, 1907.)


JUNE 8


Walter Lamana, seven-year-old son of a wealthy New Orleans undertaker, is kidnapped, then murdered after a $6,000 ransom note is ignored. Ringleader of the crime Leonardo Gebbia will be arrested, and hanged on July 16, 1909.


JULY 27


Mass murderer Jeanne Weber of France is released after Dr. Léon Henri Thoinot examines the Bavouzet child and mistakenly reports that the victim has died of fever. (See “Murder,” May 8, 1908.)


AUG. 5


Marie Vere Goolde and her husband, Otto, are arrested when a trunk that accompanies them from the Monte Carlo Express in Marseilles is discovered to contain the body of rich widow Emma Erika Levin, whom the Gooldes have murdered for her money; both will be quickly tried, convicted and sent to the French penal colony at Cayenne, French Guiana, for life, where Marie Goolde (née Marie Girodin) will die of typhoid fever in July 1908; her husband will commit suicide in September 1909.


SEPT. 12


A notorious 23-year-old prostitute known to customers as “Phyllis” (Emily Jane Dimmock) is found with her throat slashed in her London apartment. Artist Robert Wood, one of her customers, will undergo a sensational trial but will be acquitted; the murder remains a haunting mystery.


SEPT. 30


Sheriff Harvey K. Brown of Baker City, Idaho, scheduled to be a witness against union bombers of the IWW, is blown to bits by a bomb at the front gate of his house; his murder is never solved.


DEC. 17


John Lee, “the man they could not hang,” is released from prison after serving 22 years. Lee had been a footman to wealthy spinster Emma Keyse (once a maid to Queen Victoria), who had been found with her throat slashed on Nov. 15, 1884; having a record for theft and known to be disgruntled over a wage cut, Lee had been convicted of the murder in London and sentenced to death; he had dreamed that he would not hang, and when he had been taken to the scaffold the trap failed to operate twice; Lee was removed to his cell and reprieved. After his release Lee moved to the U.S., where he died in 1933.


ROBBERY



FEB. 13


Bob Lee, Wild Bunch member and Kid Curry’s cousin, is released from the Wyoming State Penitentiary after serving several years for robbery.


APRIL 20


Carl Panzram, future mass murderer, is court-martialed by the U.S. Army for stealing government property and is sent to Leavenworth to serve three years; he will be released in 1910 after 37 months.


AUG. 9


Train robber Old Bill Miner tunnels his way to freedom from the New Westminster Penitentiary at Victoria, B.C.


ORGANIZED CRIME



JAN. 29


Rosario Mancuso, later a New York labor racketeer of the national syndicate, is born in Buffalo, N.Y.


FEB. 22


Natale Evola, later an important subboss in New York labor racketeering and narcotics for the syndicate, is born in New York City.


MISCELLANEOUS



JAN. 28


Police lead widespread raids into the earthquake and fire ruins of the Barbary Coast in San Francisco, arresting hundreds of prostitutes working out of makeshift “cribs.”


MARCH 7


Horace Marvin, Jr., four-year-old son of well-to-do Dr. Horace Marvin of Kittshammock, Del., is kidnapped but no ransom is ever demanded and the child is never found despite the intervention of President Theodore Roosevelt, who assigns Secret Service agents to investigate.


MAY 14


Five convicts escape, never to be seen again, from the penal colony at Cayenne, French Guiana; it is presumed that they have died in the near-impenetrable jungles or drowned at sea.


JUNE 20


Madame Garrity, a Chicago brothel owner in the red-light district of the First Ward, is convicted of white slavery for holding a 16-year-old girl for sex against her will and is sent to prison on a one-to-five-year sentence, the stiffest ever given a brothelkeeper in Chicago.


AUG. 1


Mrs. L. James, convicted for murdering her husband, is hanged at Cardiff, Wales; executioner H. A. Pierrepoint, amazed at the condemned woman’s beauty, remarks after the hanging: “I was attracted and fascinated by the blaze of her yellow hair, and as she left her cell and walked in the procession to the scaffold the sunlight caused her hair to gleam like molten gold. I had hanged women before but never one so beautiful. . . . ”




1908


MURDER



FEB. 1


Mobs of revolutionaries surround the carriage carrying King Carlos I of Portugal, shooting and killing the tyrant and his son, Prince Luis, while the queen helplessly beats attackers over the head with a bouquet of flowers.


FEB. 20


The body of lady’s maid Emma Sheriff is found on a cliff path in Southboume, England, after an 18-year-old soldier, John Francis McGuire, tells police that she has disappeared; McGuire is charged with killing the older woman, with whom he had been having an affair, but he will be released for lack of evidence; the Southboume Cliffs murder remains a mystery.


APRIL 28


Fire burns the home of Belle Gunness of LaPorte, Ind.; the bodies of her three children and a woman believed to be Belle are found; about 28 bodies, assumed victims of Mrs. Gunness, are then discovered on the Gunness farm; she is believed to have killed the gullible suitors for their money, chopped up the remains, fed part to her pigs and buried the bones. The woman’s body in the smoking ruins was never positively identified, many claim, suggesting that Mrs. Gunness murdered her children and planted another female victim to pass as her own corpse before fleeing, never to be seen again.


[image: Searchers digging in the smoking ruins of Belle Gunness’s farmhouse. (April 28, 1908)]


[image: Belle Gunness, LaPorte, Ind., farmwife believed to have murdered 28 gullible suitors before disappearing. (April 28, 1908)]


[image: Some of the graves found on the Gunness farm. (April 28, 1908)]


MAY 8


Mass killer Jeanne Weber is discovered in the act of strangling 10-year-old Marcel Poirot in Commercy, France; she is arrested and held for trial. (See “Murder,” Aug. 25, 1908.)


MAY 30


Six-year-old Mary Ellen Bailes disappears from her North London home, her hacked-up body later found wrapped in brown paper in a men’s room; her killer is never found.


AUG. 24


Caroline Mary Luard, 58-year-old wife of retired 70-year-old Major General Charles Edward Luard, is found shot to death in the couple’s summer home near their rural residence, Ightham Knoll in Kent, England; her killer is never found.


AUG. 25


Jeanne Weber, after murdering a half dozen children throughout France, is finally judged insane and locked up for life in an asylum in Mareville, where she will strangle herself to death in 1910.


OCT. 31


Teddy Haskell, 12-year-old crippled son of Mrs. Flora Fanny Haskell, an impoverished widow of London, England, is found with his throat slashed; Mrs. Haskell will be charged with his murder, it being claimed that she grew tired of supporting him or that she feared for his future; Mrs. Haskell will claim that a mysterious stranger killed her son and then raced past her; she will be freed for lack of evidence; the mystery man will never be found.


NOV. 27


Thomas Meade of Leeds, England, beats his mistress, Clara Howell, to death; he will plead that the charge be reduced to manslaughter, as he was drunk during the murder; all Mead’s appeals will be denied, and he will be hanged on March 12, 1909.


DEC. 21


Spinster Marion Gilchrist is found in her Glasgow, Scotland, flat, her head battered; Oscar Slater will be convicted on May 27, 1909, of the murder and sent to prison for life, but through a decade-long investigation by author Arthur Conan Doyle and others, Slater will be proved innocent and released 18 years later with a sizable settlement.


ROBBERY



FEB. 5


Eugene Weidmann, who will become a terrorist killer-bandit plaguing Paris in the mid-l 930s, is born at Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany.


MARCH 3


Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid and others are interrupted by Bolivian troops while robbing a pack train ten miles outside La Paz; following a running gunfight in which more than 20 soldiers are killed, Cassidy and the Sundance Kid are cornered in a corral in the village of San Vincente, Bolivia, where the Sundance Kid is killed and Cassidy reportedly commits suicide; it will later be claimed with some credence that Cassidy escaped the trap and returned to the U.S. to live out his life, using the alias William T. Phillips.


MARCH 13


Henry Starr and Kid Wilson rob the State Bank of Tyro, Kan., of $2,500; both men are apprehended a short time later.


MAY 25


Priceless church objects are taken, never to be seen again, from the Limoges Cathedral in Paris.


AUG. 5-16


Valuable church objects are stolen from the Cathedral of St. Viance in Paris and are never recovered.


OCT. 26


Jewel-encrusted statues, goblets, etc., are burglarized from the Church of St. Vaury, Creuse; the thieves are never caught.


DEC. 28


Hundreds of looters sweep over the earthquake-stricken town of Messina, Sicily, where thousands have been killed. Russian sailors from a passing warship land and shoot dozens of the brazen thieves, who refuse to stop stripping the dead even at gunpoint.


ORGANIZED CRIME



MARCH 17


Raymond L. S. Patriarca, who will become the Mafia syndicate kingpin of New England, is born in Worcester, Mass.


[image: Corrupt alderman Michael “Hinky Dink” Kenna, center, cosponsor of Chicago’s infamous First Ward Ball. (Dec. 15, 1908)]


MAY 14


Louis “Louie the Lump” Pioggi, New York gangster, is forced to jump from a second-story window in Coney Island by Max “Kid Twist” Zwerbach and Vach “Cyclone Louie” Lewis, opposing mobsters; Pioggi will later beg Five Points gang chieftain Paul Kelly for help and will be sent 20 armed goons, who riddle Zwerbach and Lewis with bullets as they emerge from a Coney Island bar only hours later. Pioggi will later plead guilty to manslaughter and receive 11 months in jail.


MAY 24


Sam “Momo” Giancana, who will rise to supreme Mafia overlord of Chicago before being assassinated, is born in Chicago.


SEPT. 6


Anthony Joseph Biase is born in Omaha, Neb., the JUNE 22 city he will later rule as the leading Mafia figure.


[image: Chicago’s notorious First Ward Ball, shown as it occurred for the last time, attended by hundreds of whores, pimps, thieves and crooked politicians. (Dec. 15, 1908)]


NOV. 30


Police chief of San Francisco William J. Biggy is found floating in the Bay shortly after a conference with a member of the Board of Police Commissioners; it is claimed that local gangsters have murdered Biggy because of his intentions to clean up the mobs still operating in the earthquake-devastated Barbary Coast.


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME



JAN. 27


Victor “The Count” Lustig, international con man who will sell the Eiffel Tower to duped scrap dealers in Paris decades later, is arrested for the first time, in Prague, Czechoslovakia, for a counterfeiting scheme.


JUNE. 22


Master forger Courtney Townsend Taylor is born in East Hartford, Conn.; he will later be described by the FBI as “the most ingenious check-passer ever to operate in this country. ’’


SEPT. 3


Charles Ponzi, later a millionaire through a Peter-to-Paul investment scheme in Boston, is arrested in Atlanta, Ga., for smuggling aliens into the U.S.


MISCELLANEOUS



JULY 26


The Bureau of Investigation, precursor to today’s FBI, is created, with little capital and manpower and minor federal authority.


DEC. 15


The last First Ward Ball in Chicago, sponsored by corrupt Aldermen “Bathhouse John” Coughlin and Michael “Hinky Dink” Kenna, is held, a traditional fund-raiser attended by hundreds of prostitutes, pimps, gamblers, thieves and gangsters, as well as scores of corrupt police officials; two days earlier, a bomb had gone off at the Chicago Coliseum, the Ball site, but the event takes place nevertheless; comments Hinky Dink: “Some reformer planted that bomb to kill off our fun.”




1909


MURDER



MARCH 15


Marks and Morris Reubens, London pimps, stab to death William Sproull, a sailor who refuses to pay one of their girls. Both men are later executed, despite Morris’s claim that his brother did the killing.


JUNE 18


Elsie Sigel, errant granddaughter of Civil War Union General Fraz Sigel, is found dead in the New York City apartment of Chinese waiter Leon Ling; according to another boarder in the rooming house, Chon Sing, Miss Sigel had been strangled by Ling over an affair the young woman was having with another Chinese waiter; Ling will never be apprehended.


JULY 1


Indian student Madar Lal Dhingra, after obtaining a license to carry firearms and practicing target shooting, fires five shots into Sir William Hutt Curzon Wylie, onetime high official in India, at a London concert in the Imperial Institute; as another spectator, Dr. Co-was Lalcaca, an Indian from Hong Kong, moves to subdue him, Dhingra fires two more shots, killing the physician; he then turns one of the two pistols he carried on himself, but the weapon misfires; overpowered by raging spectators, Dhingra is arrested and tried for the double slaying; he claims he killed Wylie because “English people don’t have the right to occupy India and it is perfectly justifiable on our part to kill the Englishman who has polluted our soil.” He will politely salaam on hearing his death sentence and will be hanged on Aug. 17 at Pentonville Prison.


AUG. 15


An unknown hatchet man for one of the New York City tongs slips into the home of Bow Kum, a beautiful young Chinese woman, and stabs her through the heart, then chops off her fingers and slashes her body countless times before fleeing; it will later be explained that the killing is in retribution for Bow Kum’ s shifting her attentions from one tong member to that of a member of an opposing tong.


SEPT. 10


Wealthy contractor George Harry Storrs, of Yorkshire, England, is stabbed to death by an intruder in front of his wife and servants, who flee to fetch police; although several men will be arrested, no one will be convicted of this mysterious murder.


DEC. 30


Ah Hoon, a Chinese actor who had defied several New York City tong leaders, despite police protection, is found shot to death in his Chinatown room.


ROBBERY



JAN. 24


In one of London’s rare armed robberies, Paul He-feld and Jacob Meyer, Russian immigrants, rob Schurmann’s Rubber Co. on Chestnut Road, Tottenham, taking 80 gold sovereigns and shooting several employees; Hefeld and Meyer are pursued on foot by several constables and citizens; the thieves shoot and kill 15-year-old Ralph John Joscelyn and Constable William Frederick Tyler; the running fight continues through the North of London as hundreds of armed police and citizens track the thieves; when the men reach a high fence topped by barbed wire, Meyer manages to crawl over but Hefeld falls back exhausted, committing suicide by sending a bullet into his own head; the bullet will later prove fatal. Meyer next breaks into a cottage owned by Charles Rolston and holds the family captive until three constables break down the door, exchanging fire with Meyer and mortally wounding him; the dying robber dances wildly about the cottage, laughing maniacally and grinning while blood spouts from his head wounds; he dies with a horrible grin on his face as dozens of witnesses stare down at him.
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British wife-murderer Herbert John Bennett, shown in a magazine sketch
during his trial. (Sept. 22, 1900)






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_006.jpg
Eddie Guerin, “Chicago May's” lover and the mastermind of the $100,000
American Express robbery in Paris. (April 26, 1901)
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Corrupt alderman Michael *Hinky Dink Kenna, center, cosponsor of
Chicago's infamous First Ward Ball. (Dec. 15, 1908)
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Searchers digging in the smoking ruins of Belle Gunness's farmhouse
(April 28. 1908)
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Chicago's notorious First Ward Ball, shown as it occurred for the last time,
attended by hundreds of whores. pimps. thieves and crooked politicians
(Dec. 15. 1908)
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Johann Otto Hoch, killer of 50 women in matrimonial murder schemes. (shown left, seated with dark handlebar moustache),
with his Chicago jailers. (Feb. 23.1906)
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‘Chicago May™ Churchill, who helped rob the American Express of
Paris. (A 1901)
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George Collins, Rudolph’s partner in crime. (Dec. 28, 1902)
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ican millionaire William Rice. after whom Rice University is named,
was chloroformed to death by his valet. (Sept. 23, 1900)
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Lastof the Old West's great outlaw bands, the Wild Bunch (left to right, seated): Harry Longbaugh (*the Sundance Kid™), Ben Kilpatrick
(“the Tall Texan™), Butch Cassidy; (leftto right, standing): Bill Carver 'y y" Logan. (Jan. 11, 1900)
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Belle Gunness. LaPorte, Ind., farmwife believed to have murdered 28
gullible suitors before disappearing. (April 28, 1908)
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Bill Rudolph (**The Missouri Kid™). (Dec. 28, 1902)





