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Preface



  

  “Many of our Fathers fought and died . . .”1




  In February 1831 Philadelphia Black businessman, abolitionist, and Revolutionary veteran James Forten wrote William Lloyd Garrison, editor of the newly founded antislavery newspaper the Liberator. In essence Forten spoke against the American Colonization Society, an organization founded in 1816 to purchase and free American slaves, then send them to resettle on Africa’s west coast. He ended his missive with this note:






   According to a statement made by [ACS member] Mr. [Francis Scott] Key they have removed in 14 years, about as many hundred Emigrants. I will venture to say that at least a half Million [Black Americans] have been born during the same period. We ask not their compassion and aid, in assisting us to emigrate to Africa, we are contented in this land that gave us birth, and which many of us fought for, and many of our Fathers fought and died, during the war which established our Independence.2







  Forten recalls the soldiers and seamen of African descent who served in integrated Continental Army and militia units, as well as on naval vessels, for the cause of American independence. He continued,






   I well remember that when the New England Regiment marched through this city [on September 2, 1781], on their way to attack the English Army under the command of Lord Cornwallis, there was several Companies of Coloured People, as brave Men as ever fought and I saw those brave soldiers who fought at the Battle of Red Bank, under Col. Green, where Count Donop the Commander was killed, and the Hessians defeated—all this appears to be forgotten now—and the descendants of these Men, to whom we are indebted for the part they took in the struggle for Independence, are intended to be removed to a distant and inhospitable Country, while the Emigrants from every other Country, are permitted to seek an asylum here from oppression, and to enjoy the Blessings of both Civil and Religious Liberty, equally with those who are entitled to it by Birth Right—3







  The “New England Regiment” he tells of was the Rhode Island Regiment, reintegrated in early 1781, having two companies of African and Native American soldiers, and seven white companies. On October 22, 1777, just over three months before the 1st Rhode Island Regiment was reorganized to contain only Black and Indian private soldiers, it was a fully integrated unit fighting, with its brother Second Regiment, in the Battle of Fort Mercer at Red Bank, New Jersey. That event, as James Forten rightfully recalls, was a small but seminal victory for the American cause, and further proof that, alongside their white and Native comrades, men of African descent could stand steadfastly against an overwhelming force of well-trained European troops and win. It was also, as he notes, ample evidence that Black Americans deserved the rights enjoyed by their white-skinned brethren.4
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  James Forten’s claim of civil rights for Black men and women would have resonated with the concerns of most, if not all, soldiers of African descent fighting in North America, from 1754 to 1865. Whether they entered military service as persons long-free, newly emancipated, or yet-enslaved, these Black men had some connection to, and care for, the enslavement of African people by white inhabitants of North America and the Caribbean Islands. Add to that, by default the mere color of their skin transformed them into an underclass, and, in some locales, liable to possible re-enslavement.5




  While the subject of this work is Black men (mostly free or freedmen) serving as soldiers from the mid-eighteenth century to the second third of the nineteenth century, early on they had much in common with some compatriots in the white, non-propertied, lower classes. In seventeenth-century Britain, landless, jobless, rootless, impoverished, imprisoned, and rebellious people (men, women, and children) were sometimes sent overseas, essentially non-free. As Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker note, prior to the mid-seventeenth century, before the influx of large numbers of kidnapped Africans, “whether waged or unwaged, the hewers of wood and drawers of water were slaves, though the difference was not yet racialized.” The disparity in their circumstances was, if white bonds-people survived, they or their descendants eventually gained their freedom and could become landholders; the color of their skin did not keep them in perpetual slavery or denigration. By contrast, in 1621 “Antonio, a Negro,” possibly from Angola, arrived in bondage at the Jamestown colony. By 1625 he was listed as a “servant,” and at some point before 1641 he was known as Anthony Johnson, a landowner. Having married “Mary a Negro woman,” Johnson raised livestock, and even acquired his own Black servant. By 1650 Anthony Johnson had 250 acres of land along the Pungote-ague Creek on Virginia’s eastern shore, plus five servants. In early 1670, Anthony Johnson died, passing on his property to his descendants. That August a white jury decided that Anthony’s landholdings could be seized by the colony “because he was a Negroe and by consequence an alien.” Johnson had gifted his son Richard fifty acres, where he had lived five years with his wife and family; as a result of the jury decision, that land was acquired by George Parker, a white neighbor. Like Anthony Johnson’s family, the Africans who followed him (free and unfree, civilians, soldiers, and sailors) learned that in a white-ruled realm, people of color could take nothing for granted.6
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“Brought to this country and sold as a slave”1



      

    


  




  

  From Africa to the Americas




  Any wide study of soldiers of African descent during this period must address the elephant in the room: How did large numbers of people from Africa arrive during the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries on the North American continent and in the Caribbean?




  While some people of African descent had been present in Europe since at least the Middle Ages, the advent of the European slave trade resulted in a vast diaspora of Black peoples. The trafficking began in the mid-fifteenth century when Portuguese vessels began to raid the West African coast; among the captured “goods” were human beings. From that point into the first half of the seventeenth century, Portugal was the leading mover of enslaved Africans, the largest proportion of which were shipped to the Spanish colonies. In the eighteenth century, England dominated the trade in enslaved Africans to North America and the English Caribbean islands. The bulk of the ships sailed from Liverpool, London, and Bristol in England, and Newport in Rhode Island, and the greatest number of slaves were destined for the Caribbean. There, enslaved workers’ lives and abilities were cut short by hard labor, poor provisions, and disease, so much so, that there was a constant need for new imports to account for attrition.2




  Between 1628 and 1860, some 390,000 Africans were imported to mainland North America, while from 1606 to 1807 approximately 2.3 million disembarked in the British Caribbean islands, with almost half of those going to Jamaica. On the mainland, the Northern town of Newport handled the majority of incoming slave ships for New England, while Charleston, South Carolina, was the main Southern slave port. (Most human chattel slated for the mainland arrived directly from Africa, but a portion was shipped from Caribbean ports.)3 Kenneth Morgan notes,






   most slaves [were] clustered south of the Delaware [River] Valley. In 1750, for instance, 210,400 (86.9 percent) of the 242,100 slaves in North America lived in the Chesapeake and Lower South. On the eve of the American War of Independence less than 3 per cent of the New England population and less than 8 per cent of the Middle Colonies’ population was black. . . . By 1780 the black share of the Chesapeake population [was] . . . 39 per cent, while the African-American element in the Carolinas and Georgia [was] . . . 41 per cent.4







  These ratios can be compared to the British Caribbean islands, which had a populace “more than five-sixths [83.3 percent] slave.” In French Saint-Domingue in 1789, on the eve of the unrest there, the enslaved formed almost 90 percent of the island’s inhabitants, and in Spanish Florida, “the slave population rose from 29 percent of the total in 1784 to 53 percent in 1814.” To these must be added small numbers of free Blacks and maroons (escaped slaves who formed their own permanent enclaves in mountainous or wilderness areas).5




  While the British Africa trade waned in the 1780s and 1790s, other nations continued and even increased importation. Between 1775 and 1807 fifteen thousand enslaved Africans landed on Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Cuba. Still, slavery came under attack in unprecedented ways. Debate and activism within the British world, but especially in the colonies (then states) to the north of Maryland, manifested in Pennsylvania’s 1780 “Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery”—an unprecedented piece of legislation that pioneered similar legislation or judicial rulings in other Northern states. After two-and-a-half years of Black revolution in Saint-Domingue, in February 1794 the French National Assembly abolished slavery in their colonial possessions (it was already banned in the homeland). On March 25, 1807, George III signed “An Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade,” the legislation taking effect May 1. That same year the U.S. Congress passed the “Act Prohibiting the Importation of Slaves,” which went into effect on January 1, 1808. Despite those bans, slave smuggling continued into the mid-to-late nineteenth century. In July 1860, the schooner Clotilda carried into Alabama’s Mobile Bay the last load of imported slaves to reach the United States, consisting of 109 men, women, and children.6




  Though the Africa trade was now unlawful, enslavement of Africans continued. On July 31, 1833, the British Parliament passed the Emancipation Act, to take effect on the same date in 1834. Relying on a six-year apprenticeship, enslaved inhabitants were not to be released until 1840, but circumstances advanced British Caribbean emancipation to July 31, 1838. During the American Civil War (1861–1865), following the September 1862 Antietam battle, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation; taking effect on January 1, 1863, that proclamation freed slaves only in the rebelling states. In January 1865, three months before the war’s end, the House of Representatives passed the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, abolishing slavery in the United States. President Lincoln approved it in February, and by December 6, 1865, it was ratified by the needed three-fourths of the states.7




  From 1754 to 1783 substantial numbers of men and women of African descent, free and enslaved, worked or fought in North America’s wars for the belligerent powers. Some portion of those were among the first of their generation to come directly from Africa. Five men have been found who told of their origin in nineteenth-century pension applications; many others likely had the same background, but the facts went unrecorded or have yet to be discovered.8 One man’s account will stand in for all; Massachusetts veteran Prince Dunsick testified in his 1819 deposition:






   When I was about eight years of age, I was stolen from Africa, my native country, and brought to America; my native name was Prince Dunsick—but on my arrival I was called by my master’s name which was Bailey. By this name of Prince Bailey, I enlisted and served in the Revolutionary War . . . and was discharged by the same name. I never lived with my old master Bailey afterwards, and resumed my former name of Dunsick.9







  The specific ethnicity of Africans enslaved in North America and the Caribbean poses some difficulty. Period sources reveal numerous possibilities, by no means all-encompassing. First, a single shipment of kidnapped Africans was not necessarily monolithic. One Englishman wrote in 1689, “the means used by those who trade to Guinea [west coast of Africa], to keep the Negroes quiet, is to choose them from several parts of ye Country, of different Languages; so they cannot act jointly.” Daniel Horsmanden wrote of the Africans involved in the 1741 New York insurrection, “they are brought from different parts of Africa.”10 Of the participants, Linebaugh and Rediker note:






   The leading cell was made up of Africans from the Gold Coast of West Africa, the Akan-speaking people who were known by the name of the slave-trading fort from which they were shipped: Coromantee (or, in Fante, Kromantse). Many a “Coromantee” had been okofokum, a common soldier trained in firearms and hand-to-hand combat in one of the mass armies of West Africa’s militarized, expansionist states (Akwamu, Denkyira, Asante, Fante), before being captured and shipped to America.11







  Other participants in the New York uprising originally belonged to the Papa (near Whydah on the Slave Coast—present-day Togo, Benin, and western Nigeria), Igbo (Niger River vicinity), and Malagasay (from Madagascar) ethnic groups.12




  Some slaveowners had their preferences, affecting regional enslaved populations. Charleston port records show that 39 percent of enslaved Africans originated in Angola, 20 percent from Senegambia, 17 percent from the Windward Coast, 13 percent from the Gold Coast, 6 percent from Sierra Leone, and 5 percent (combined) from Madagascar, Mozambique, and the Bights of Benin and Biafra. Africans of the Congo and Angola ethnicities formed the core of the insurgents in the 1739 Stono Rebellion near Charleston, South Carolina. Those groups were present in eighteenth-century Virginia as well, but records indicate that 38 percent originated in the Bight of Biafra, and included Igbo, Tiv, Asante, Ibibio, Fon, and other ethnicities. Jeffery Brace, a Connecticut Revolutionary veteran and former slave, wrote of his African home, located in the modern country of Mali, but his specific ethnic group is unknown.13




  More easily known than specific ethnicities is that Africans transported by British and American carriers to North America and the Caribbean came from these regions:




 

    West-Central Africa, 27 percent of North American/Caribbean slave trade (modern Congo, Angola)




  Senegambia, 22 percent (Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau)




  Bight of Biafra, 17 percent (Southeast Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon)




  Gold Coast, 12 percent (Ghana)




  Sierra Leone, 11 percent (Sierra Leone, Guinea)




  Windward Coast, 6 percent (Liberia, Ivory Coast)




  Bight of Benin, 3 percent (Togo, Benin, Southwest Nigeria)




  Southeast Africa, 2 percent (Madagascar, Mozambique)14







  These were the points of embarkation where the grandparents or great-grandparents of the Black soldiers we are studying, or perhaps the soldiers themselves, had their last sight of the land of their birth.
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  Charleston, South Carolina, entry port for hundreds of thousands of slaves, was the only city with a strict regulatory system for hiring out enslaved people that required them to wear standardized identification tags. Each “slave tag,” suspended from the neck, was inscribed with the city’s name, serial number, year issued, and wearer’s occupation. Known examples bear the occupations servant, house servant, porter, fruiterer, fisher, and mechanic. To participate in the program, slaveholders paid a one-year licensing fee, which varied according to the bearer’s occupation. When leased to an individual, business, or local government, the slave was required to wear the tag constantly and could perform only the listed vocation. (Benjamin Weiss, “Medallic History of Slavery: Racial Oppression as Chronicled by Historical and Commemorative Medals,” 54–57.)
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“The thundering of the great guns”1



      

    


  




  

  French and Indian War (1754–1763)




  The Seven Years’ War, instigated by events in North America, was fought across the world; in Europe, on the coast of Africa, the Indian subcontinent, and into the Pacific, with corresponding and crucial naval actions. The conflict was largely a white man’s war, though it would certainly affect colonial possessions and the people of color, free and enslaved, in their populations. The Native inhabitants of North America allied themselves according to which side they considered as best serving their interests. As one theater of the larger conflict, from 1754 to 1762 the American mainland and Caribbean saw numerous military operations, the bulk of which were centered in northern New York and French Canada. French and British regular regiments contained only white soldiers, but for the latter, free and enslaved Blacks served as officers’ waiters, wagon and packhorse drivers, and general laborers. During the 1762 siege of Havana, Cuba, the British purchased or hired slaves from Jamaica, Antigua, St. Christopher, and Martinique islands to assist in building siege-works and relieve soldiers from some arduous duties. But men of African descent, free and enslaved, served as armed soldiers in most American Provincial units. Free Blacks, liable for militia service, generally saw themselves as both British and African, and an integral element of the empire; enslaved men served with little or no choice of their own.2




  The American French and Indian War witnessed enslaved Africans enlisted as soldiers and sailors, with or without their owners’ permission. Because of the large disparity between French Canada (approximately 4,000 slaves—some 2,800 Indians and 1,200 Africans) and British North America (in 1750, some 242,000 enslaved Africans), King George’s regular and Provincial forces resorted to enslaved labor on a much larger scale than French forces. Fortification and roadbuilding, carrying water, cutting and hauling wood, caring for and herding livestock: These are only a few of the much-needed tasks Black slaves and freedmen performed.3




  Enslaved men were impressed into the Royal Navy, or joined of their own volition to escape bondage. In October 1762 Vice-Admiral Alexander Colville took aboard HMS Northumberland, without permission, several slaves to replace “thirty of her best Seamen [dead] by a Malignant Fever” and “a much greater number at the Hospital.” He informed the admiralty secretary, “these Negroe Slaves shared the same Fate with such freeborn White Men, as we could pick up at a very critical time, for his Majesty’s Service.” Slaveowners who demanded their property be returned were often refused. Slaves belonging to ship’s officers often augmented the crew; African and late-eighteenth-century abolitionist Olaudah Equiano, who purchased his freedom in 1766, at one time belonged to British lieutenant Michael Pascal. He was in several naval actions, and at the sieges of Louisbourg and Havana. While aboard the ship Roebuck, Equiano helped work the vessel, at sail and in combat. Jeffrey Brace (named after British commander in chief Jeffrey Amherst), who was manumitted after service as a Continental soldier in the War of the Revolution, belonged to a ship’s captain, also served as a seaman, seeing action off the American coast and Cuba.4




  The first British campaign in the Americas was Major General Edward Braddock’s 1755 expedition to capture Fort Duquesne, an important French outpost at the confluence of the Ohio, Monongahela, and Allegheny Rivers (present-day Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). Leaving Fort Cumberland, Maryland, on May 29, the army needed to march northwest, while at the same time building a road through a wilderness of trees and mountains, 115 miles in all. Two British regular regiments formed the core of Braddock’s army; they were seconded by Provincial units from Virginia, Maryland, and North and South Carolina. Little is known of the composition of the last three states’ military organizations in the 1755 campaign, but Virginia’s companies did contain some Blacks.5




  An advertisement in the February 28 Virginia Gazette called for the return of two men, possibly belonging to the Virginia Regiment:






   Deserted the following Recruits, from King-William County . . . Joseph Coupland, about 20 Years of Age . . . a Shoemaker by Trade, stoops pretty much in his Walk . . . [and] William Holmes a Mullatoe, about 45 Years of Age, is about six feet high, Whoever secures the said Deserters . . . shall have a Guinea [21 shilling] Reward for Copeland, and a Pistole [sixteen shillings] for Holmes.6







  William Holmes left his unit prior to the summer 1755 expedition, but we know that the Virginians did enlist or hire free Blacks as packhorse drivers and officers’ personal servants. Despite their menial role, and the state stricture against arming African Americans, as the column marched farther into enemy territory, General Braddock ordered that all menials be issued and carry arms. When disaster befell British and Provincial forces on July 9, some eight miles from Fort Duquesne, the packhorse drivers, Black and white, were involved in the action and a number were killed and wounded.7 In 1788 an enslaved African turned up in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, claiming to have taken part in Braddock’s expedition:






   taken up . . . a [Negro] male, named William, supposed to be above forty years old, from the following assertions:— That he came from Guinea to America, and served as a waiting boy at Braddock’s defeat, the taking of Canada, the seiges of the Havana [sic], and was part of that time in the retinue of General, then Colonel Washington; is about five feet six inches high, has many scars in his back, from severity of whipping, and remarkable for the abridgement of his fingers by frost; more particularly those of his right hand; wears a broken coarse woolen coattee and a much worn royal rib buff breeches . . . [he belongs] to a Mr. Thomas Violet, nine miles from Winchester, Virgina [sic], and departed thence about three weeks ago . . . [currently lodged at] Carlisle Gaol.8







  From 1754 to 1757, and 1759 to 1762, Virginia had only a single Provincial regiment; two regiments were authorized for Brigadier General John Forbes’s 1758 Expedition against Fort Duquesne. Following the July 1755 disaster, Colonel Washington, Virginia Regiment commander, complained of a shortfall in white enlistment; with authorization from the Virginia assembly, on December 27 he wrote one of his captains, “I think it will be advisable to detain both Mulatto’s and Negroes in your Company; and employ them as Pioneers or Hatchet-men.” Those roles signified military laborers; if occupied by Black men, they would enable more whites to serve as arms-bearing soldiers. Unlike packhorse drivers and servants, the men who served in these positions wore the uniform of their company or regiment. The practice continued till the war’s conclusion, but due to the fear of slave insurrection, Southern men of African descent were sometimes denied the opportunity to serve in any soldierly role. Research has revealed seven Black men in the Virginia Regiment in 1756 and 1757. The listings provide some descriptive information; the men’s ages ranged from seventeen to forty years old, and all but one were planters. In August 1757 Captain Thomas Waggener’s company contained William Combs, a mulatto, age thirty-nine, height five feet, six inches, and James Pompey, “Negro,” five foot four, and twenty-two years old. That same year Samuel Howel, a mulatto, twenty-five years of age, five feet ten inches high, and a sawyer by trade, was in Captain Robert Spotswood’s Company.9 Another man, “free negro” Matthew Roberts, had been a Virginia soldier, and was “entitled to 50 acres of land by His Majesty’s Proc. of 1763. Dec. 16, 1773. [signed] Dunmore.”




  North American slaveowners were justifiably concerned about slave uprisings. Marcus Rediker notes, “Between 1730 and 1742 unfree workers [in North America and the Caribbean] organized more than eighty conspiracies, insurrections, and mass runaways—six or seven times as many as in the dozen years before or after.” The 1739 Stono Rebellion, near Charleston, South Carolina, was the mainland’s largest, involving some seventy-five slaves and ending with the deaths of twenty whites and forty-four Blacks. And in 1741 a conspiracy between Irish soldiers and free and unfree Africans resulted in an aborted uprising in New York City. In the aftermath, thirty Blacks and four whites were tried and executed.10




  North Carolina had several foot and garrison companies, and, at times, a single regiment or battalion. North Carolina troops were largely deployed to protect the colony’s frontier, but one company supported Braddock’s expedition, four companies served in New York in 1756, and a battalion took part in Forbes’s 1758 campaign. Fourteen Black soldiers have been found in three North Carolina companies. In 1755 Captain Abner Neale’s Craven County, North Carolina, company contained five “Free Negroes” listed separately from the white soldiers: James Black, Abel Carter, John Carter, Jacob Copes, and Peter George.11




  Maryland’s militia law exempted “all Negroes and slaves” from training, effectively barring them from military service, and Pennsylvania seems to have had little to no Black presence in their military units. The Pennsylvania Regiment (authorized in summer 1756) resorted to enlisting European indentured servants, paying their masters a small sum, plus allowing them half their former bondsmen’s military pay in recompense. South Carolina, Georgia, and Virginia were backward in contributing troops for Crown campaigns, blaming recruitment shortages and fear of insurrection; in 1756 South Carolina governor William Lyttelton told Commander in Chief John Campbell, Earl of Loudoun, of “the number of Negro’s [sic] in this province which greatly overbalances that of the whites & who in case of an Attack might prove an Intestine Enemy.”12 Despite that, South Carolina armed free Blacks and slaves for militia service to make up for a shortfall in white recruits. Maria Bollettino relates several examples, including,






   “A General Return of the Officers and Men in the Charles Town Regiment of Foot” [that] reveals that Colonel Othniel Beale commanded five militia companies in 1756, which together consisted of 744 effective private men, 137 alarm men, and 608 slaves. Each militia company enrolled between 100 and 150 enslaved black men alongside an only slightly higher number of white militiamen. Moreover, it is likely that black slaves in reality often outnumbered white privates, as fewer white men joined their companies at musters than were enumerated on the rolls.13







  While Southern colonies’ militaries were sidetracked by manpower difficulties, fear of slave rebellion, and, in 1760 and 1761, warfare with the Cherokee nation, provinces from New Jersey northward were heavily involved in the war for empire. One result was that, as Maria Bollettino writes, “Northern black men participated in battles from Nova Scotia to Cuba, affording them the opportunity to scope out new lands for purchase or new prospects for employment.”14




  While the Delaware Provincial troops are at present too-little known, Charles Fithian has been attempting to rectify that shortfall. The colony was a singular political entity, in that it was headed by the governor of Pennsylvania, but had its own separate legislative assembly. The colony’s three counties (termed the Lower Counties, as regards Pennsylvania) provided only logistical support for Braddock’s 1755 expedition, and the expired militia law was not reinstituted until March 1756. When the militia was organized, New Castle County had two regiments, while Kent and Sussex Counties each had one. In 1758 they raised troops, sending 300 men, including Black and Indian soldiers, to take part in Brigadier General John Forbes’s expedition to take Fort Duquesne. An October 1758 inspection roll dated Rays Town (on the Juniata River, halfway between Lancaster and Fort Duquesne) shows 215 men in three Delaware companies “on advanced posts” or “on the frontier.” In 1759 “3 Companies of the Lower Counties” were serving as part of the Pennsylvania Regiment’s 3rd Battalion. Fourteen Delaware soldiers fought at or near Fort Duquesne on September 14, 1758; two were listed “killed or missing.” Only a few Black Delaware soldiers are known, though more likely served: Suthy Jackson of Worcester, Maryland, black complexion, twenty years old, shoemaker, and Suthy Pride of Indian River, Sussex County, brown complexion, age eighteen, farmer, both of Captain John McClughan’s company, May 22, 1758. Suthy Pride may have been all or part Native American; four other men were listed as Indian.15




  New Jersey fielded a single Provincial regiment that saw hard service in the Northern campaigns, plus several ranger, frontier guard, and garrison companies. The colony’s General Assembly was proactive in recruiting free Blacks, passing legislation in April 1755 titled, “An act to encourage the Enlisting of Five Hundred Freeman or Well-affected Indians . . . for his Majesty’s Service in the Present Expedition” against Crown Point, New York. There is no evidence those men were ever recruited in any substantial number, and information on individual New Jersey soldiers of color remains yet to be discovered.16




  Men of color (Black, mulatto, mustee, and Native) were scattered throughout New York’s Provincial contingent. Edward H. Knoblauch studied preparations for the 1760 campaign, when New York asked for volunteers, then, still needing troops, drafted men from the militia to serve in the colony’s three Provincial regiments. Their goal was to reinforce Crown forces in Canada. Regarding that, the 1760 Army Act stated “that all free Negroes, and mustee and mulattoe Freemen, within this Colony, shall be and hereby are made liable to be detached on the aforesaid Service . . . notwithstanding any Indenture or Indentures of Servitude they, or any of them may be under.” Knoblauch notes, “that the [New York] muster rolls of 1760 indicate that 2,277 men were of European ancestry, 59 were native North American, 24 African, 16 of mixed European and African ancestry, and 12 of mixed [Native] American and African ancestry.”17 He then goes into more detail:






   Men of non-European ancestry who joined the provincial forces were not evenly distributed from county to county. Suffolk County [Long Island] raised 280 men, not counting officers. Those of European descent account for 226 (80.7 percent); those of native North American descent for 43 (15.4 percent); men described as “Mustees” [mixed African-Indian] for 9 (3.2 percent); and those called “Mulattoe” for 2 (0.7 percent). Jonathan Baker’s company, raised from the Eastern battalion of the Suffolk County Militia, was 25 percent of non-European descent.18







  Suffolk County muster rolls from 1758 and 1759 show a similar mix of “Negro,” “Molato” (aka “Yallow”), “Mustee,” and Indian soldiers. All the men were listed with a modicum of personal data—here are some of African descent in the 1760 companies: John Johnson (“Negro”), age twenty-one, born on the island of Nevis, by trade a cooper; Peter Calumpoe (“Negro”), age thirty, born in Spain, and worked as a “marriner”; the same for his two companions Theodo Twawoolshead (“Negro”), and Peter Jamey (“Dark Mulatto”); and lastly, Josiah (“Mustee”), thirty years old, born in Southold, Long Island, a laborer. Three other men of color were born in Pennsylvania; Schenectady, New York; and Stockbridge, Massachusetts Connecticut.19




  Enslaved men in this period, and through the War of the Revolution, occasionally tried to find freedom in the army by enlisting. The May 19, 1760, New-York Gazette advertised, “Run Away from his Master Theodorius Van Wyck, of Dutchess County . . . a Negro man names James, age about 22 Years, a short, well made Fellow . . . supposed [to be going] to Albany to inlist into the Army.” He was captured near Livingston Manor, but managed to escape. In November that same year Toby Hazard left his owner; possibly of mixed Afro-Indian heritage, he had “hair not like a Negro’s, but a little longer,” somewhere “between an Indian and a Negro.” Passing as a free man, Hazard joined a New York provincial company and after receiving his pay or bounty, “absconded, in order as ’tis supposed to escape by Sea.”20




  Without exception, the New England colonies allowed Black men to serve under arms. Total numbers are unknown, but after the first large battle in the North, at least one man gave them kudos. Six New England Provincial regiments (three Massachusetts, two Connecticut, and one Rhode Island), plus three New York companies and a New Hampshire detachment, fought under Major General William Johnson at the Battle of Lake George on September 8, 1755. After a daylong, hard-fought series of actions, Crown forces were victorious. In a September 10 letter, an anonymous gunner serving under William Eyres (director of Johnson’s artillery and captain, 44th Regiment) claimed that during the action, “our Blacks behaved better than the Whites.”21




  For most of the war Rhode Island’s military contingent consisted of a single regiment, increased to two only in 1756 and 1757. In 1762 a three-company “Cuba Detachment” participated in the June to August siege of Havana (Provincial troops from New Jersey, New York, and Connecticut also took part). A compilation of Rhode Islanders who served in the Seven Years’ War includes twenty-two men of African descent, including eight who sailed on privateers in 1757 and 1758, nine who served in 1757, one enlisted in 1758 and 1759, one in 1760, and three in 1762. Among them were George Mew of Warwick, taken prisoner at the capture of Fort William Henry, and Pomp Greenman, who on September 6, 1762, died in Havana.22




  New Hampshire contributed two regiments for the war’s first full year, one regiment (captured at Fort William Henry) and a battalion in 1757, and a single regiment for all other years, plus ranger and garrison companies. Several veterans of color are known. Free Black Samuel Perham constructed batteaux in 1755, before joining William Johnson’s forces at Lake George, where he fought in the September battle. Caesar Nero, who served in Captain Richard Emery’s company, was captured at Fort William Henry in August 1757. Owned by Exeter resident John Gilman, Nero was held for three years and was returned to slavery upon his 1760 release. And Cuffe Noakes took part in the 1756 operations against Crown Point, New York.23




  For most of the war Connecticut fielded four Provincial regiments, plus a number of other company-size and larger units. As for Connecticut’s soldiers of color, Harold Selesky writes:






   Black men, both slave and free, also enlisted, but their numbers are difficult to determine. In 1756, the year the census counted 3,019 black people in the colony, there were 25 soldiers with names like Prince Negro, Jupiter Negro, and Solomon Scipio in the regiments, roughly 1 percent of the total [black population]. More black men undoubtedly served, but they are impossible to distinguish by name alone. An advertisement for deserters . . . described twenty-three-year-old Hezekiah Wright of Norwich as a “molatto,” but the fact that he was a black man is evident nowhere else in the record.24







  Connecticut free Black Prince Goodin served as a sailor on Lake George in 1757; captured and sold into slavery by the French or their Native allies, he remained so for three years until Montreal was taken, when he was released to return home. Gershom (Garshom) Prince, enslaved by Connecticut lieutenant Robert Durkee, accompanied Durkee on campaign and participated in the 1755 Lake George battle, as well as the 1762 Havana siege. During the War of the Revolution Prince may have served with Captain Robert Durkee’s Connecticut Independent company until that officer’s resignation from Continental service in May/June 1778. Incorporated with the local militia, Prince Gershom and Robert Durkee were both killed at the July 3, 1778, Battle of Wyoming.25




  Regarding numbers, we know that Connecticut called for 2,500 men in 1756, but were only able to raise 2,339; taking the minimum of twenty-five Black soldiers found for that year shows that they made up at least 1 percent of the total. This can be compared with the August 1778 “Return of the Negroes in the Army,” which covered fifteen brigades of General George Washington’s army, totaling 20,771 troops. The percentage of men of African descent (possibly only the enslaved soldiers) for the whole was 3.63 percent; in Samuel Parsons’s and Jedediah Huntington’s Connecticut brigades, Black soldiers counted comprised 9.31 and 4.90 percent respectively.26




  As the largest province above the Mason-Dixon Line, and with a bigger white population than Virginia, Massachusetts likely fielded more Black soldiers in the war than any other province. In 1756 the colony called for 3,000 men in six regiments, the next year only 1,800 soldiers, but for the campaigns of 1758 and 1759 authorized 7,000 men for each year.27




  One man, John Bush, and his family, will serve to represent Black Massachusetts provincials. Bush first served in the latter stages of King George’s War (1744–1748), at times being stationed at Fort No. 4 and Fort Dummer on the Connecticut River in New Hampshire. John had two brothers who took part in the 1750s war; Joseph served with Brown’s Regiment in the 1755 Crown Point Expedition and died in April 1756, likely of an illness contracted in camp, while George enlisted in April 1759 and “died in service . . . [in] October 1759.” John, a mulatto, enlisted in Dwight’s Massachusetts Regiment in November 1755, likely serving at Fort William Henry until November 1756. On March 14, 1756, he transferred as a “centinel” (private soldier) to Captain Joseph Ingersoll’s company, and that October was appointed captain’s clerk. John Bush signed on again in 1757, serving in Colonel Jonathan Bagley’s Massachusetts Regiment at Fort William Henry, on the southern end of Lake George in New York. While serving in the military, John augmented his pay by engraving powder horns for fellow soldiers (his first known carved horn dates from 1747). Among others, he decorated horns for Captain Robert Rogers (of Rogers’ Rangers) and Ranger Captain Israel Putnam, later a major general in the Continental Army. John Bush was with the Fort William Henry garrison during the six-day August siege, surrendering with the garrison on the 9th. Rumors spread afterward of wholesale massacre by French-allied Natives as the defeated British marched from the fort, and that Black members of the army were the first to be taken and killed. In fact, the Indians and some French, knowing Black slaves were valuable, pulled men of African descent from the ranks in order to sell them later. There were horrible depredations, but they were exaggerated, and of the 1,500-man garrison, some 385 soldiers and civilian followers were killed, and another 300 to 500 taken captive. Somehow, perhaps because he was a very light-skinned mulatto, John Bush was not enslaved, but remained with the other prisoners redeemed from the Indians.28




  Having lost one son already and worried about John, George Bush Sr. wrote the Massachusetts governor:






   Shrewsbury Sept ye 14th 1758




  Honrl. Sr. I have a Son In Captivity at Cannady if he be Living that was Taken Last year at Lake George when yt was redused / I never have heard from him sence he was Taken, only when our men etonedt hay say he was not killed but Carried of[f] by the Indens: his Naime is John Bush a melattor [i.e., mulatto] Fellow about 30 years of Eage: pray sr. if their be any opportunity to Exchang[e] Captives let my Son be Remembred




  In So Doing your Honbl. Sarvent will




  Be much obliged George Bush29







  Unfortunately, John Bush’s luck did not hold. The October 12, 1758, Boston News-Letter published a list of men who had been shipped overseas, including Bush and five others who had “died on board in their Passage to France.” As his father pleaded, “let my Son be Remembred.”30




  
1757, Massachusetts Provincial Soldier





  The New England regiments formed the backbone of British North American Provincial forces during the 1754–1763 French and Indian War. Massachusetts Bay edged out Connecticut in numbers of troops contributed, but both colonies had proportionately substantial numbers of Black men serving in the ranks throughout the conflict.




  In 1754 Massachusetts governor William Shirley set in train a campaign against French Fort Saint Frédéric, on Crown Point, at the Lake Champlain narrows. In August 1755 Major General William Johnson led a force of 3,500 Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New York Provincials, plus a few hundred allied Natives, as far as the foot of Lake George. There they set up camp. On September 8 a large Provincial scouting detachment was ambushed and forced to retreat to Johnson’s main body. Eight hundred French and Canadians, with some 700 Indians advanced to attack the camp, which was crudely fortified with upturned batteaux and wagons. After a desultory five-hour action, during which the French commander was wounded and captured, and their allied Caughnawagas lost their leader, the attack was repulsed.




  Artillery was a crucial factor in winning the day. William Eyre, Johnson’s engineer and a captain of the British 44th Regiment, moved four guns to cover the road over which French forces initially advanced toward the Provincial encampment. Halting at the wood’s edge, French commander Major General Jean-Armand, Baron de Dieskau decided to charge the cannon with two companies of grenadiers from the Regiments Languedoc and La Reine. Historian Fred Anderson relates the result: “From the clearing to the mouth of Captain Eyre’s battery was perhaps 150 yards. Dieskau’s grenadiers . . . charged along the road . . . with bayonets fixed, six abreast, in a column 100 yards long. . . . They were not halfway to their goal when the grapeshot . . . of the English guns cut ‘Lanes, Streets, and Alleys’ though them, annihilating their order and forcing them back.” This incident likely brought about a laudatory comment about African soldiers or slaves, likely assigned to help work the artillery; two days after the battle an anonymous gunner with Eyre’s artillery claimed that during the action, “our Blacks behaved better than the Whites.” The Battle of Lake George induced Johnson, also wounded, to call a halt to the campaign and begin constructing a new fortification nearby, eventually named Fort William Henry.




  Two years later French major general Louis-Joseph, Marquis de Montcalm, led an expedition against Fort William Henry. After coalescing at Carillon (later known as Fort Ticonderoga) in July, Montcalm’s force of 6,000 French and Canadians, and almost 2,000 Natives reached Fort William Henry in the first days of August. The fort’s garrison, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel George Monro, numbered about 1,500, including five companies of Monro’s own British 35th Regiment, plus 900 New York, New Hampshire, and New Jersey Provincial troops. Fearing for the fort, Major General Daniel Webb, commanding at Fort Edward, sent reinforcements in the form of 200 soldiers of the 60th Royal American Regiment and Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Frye’s 800 Massachusetts Provincials, who reached William Henry on August 2. Frye’s men moved into the fortified Provincial camp, built on a height some 250 yards southeast of the fort.




  The siege began on August 3, 1757, and, after a gallant defense, ended six days later. Accorded the honors of war, the British and Provincial troops were to remain under parole for eighteen months, and be allowed to march to Fort Edward with colors flying and one brass fieldpiece, retaining small arms and personal effects. On the 9th the fort’s garrison made its way to the Provincial entrenched camp, and the next day the combined garrison set off for Fort Edward. That was when the “massacre” took place, later described succinctly by Colonel Frye, “they [the Natives] killd & Scalpt all the Sick & wounded before our faces, then took out from Our troops, all the Indians and negroes and carried them off.”




  By the end of 1757 at least 300 of the fort’s garrison, plus untold numbers of sutlers, women, and other army followers remained missing. Black soldiers and servants were especially prized for their value as slaves, a point made by Louis Antoine de Bougainville, Montcalm’s aide-de-camp, on August 15:






   Will they in Europe believe that the Indians alone have been guilty of this horrible violation of the capitulation, that desire for the Negroes and other spoils of the English has not caused the people who are at the head of these nations to loosen the curb, perhaps to go even further? The more so since one today may see one of these leaders, unworthy of the name of officer and Frenchman [a Canadian officer], leading in his train a Negro kidnapped from the English commander under pretext of appeasing the shades of a dead Indian, giving his family flesh for flesh. That is enough of the horror, the memory of which I would hope be effaced from the minds of men.







  Among those who suffered that fate were Massachusetts slave-soldiers Caesar, Canada Cuggo, Jacob Lindse, and Jock Linn; Caesar and Jock were returned to their masters in 1760, but the others were never heard of again. Free Blacks James Bristol, John Bush, and Thomas Hinds were also taken. Hinds was also exchanged in 1760, while Bush was transported to France, dying at sea en route; James Bristol was still missing in 1758.
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1760, Capture of Detroit, Rogers’ Rangers





  The year 1760 witnessed the culmination of six hard-fought years in the contest for North America, between Great Britain, France, and their associated Native American allies. The conflict was marked by irregular warfare and savagery on both sides, European linear combat, and formal siege operations, as well as the successful exercise of George II’s much-vaunted Royal Navy in support of American land campaigns.




  The previous year Major General James Wolfe followed up on the 1758 siege and capture of Fortress Louisbourg, at the mouth of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, by moving up the Saint Lawrence River. That September, Wolfe’s army effected a landing near Quebec City, battling and defeating Major General Louis-Joseph, Marquis de Montcalm’s French and Canadian forces on the adjacent Plains of Abraham (both commanding generals were mortally wounded during the action). Five days later the city capitulated. Earlier in 1759, Fort Niagara, crucial for communication and supply between French Canada and the western posts and Native tribes, was taken by Brigadier General John Prideaux’s British and Provincial forces, aided by a thousand Iroquois warriors led by Sir William Johnson.




  Almost one year after Wolfe’s bittersweet victory, three armies converged on French-held Montreal; North American commander in chief Jeffrey Amherst’s forces advanced eastward from Oswego down the Saint Lawrence, while Brigadier General William Haviland’s troops moved from Crown Point up the Lake Champlain corridor. Closing the trap, Brigadier General James Murray moved west, up the Saint Lawrence from Quebec: in all 18,000 British and Provincial troops. The largest portion of the army in New France, commanded by Brigadier General François-Gaston, Chevalier de Lévis, garrisoned Montreal, under the overall leadership of Governor General Pierre de Rigaud, Marquis de Vaudreuil. Those forces, numbering some 2,100 troops, surrendered on September 9, 1760, but not before the Chevalier had their regimental flags burned to save them from capture. The terms of capitulation called for the surrender of all posts from Michilimackinac in the west to the Restigouche River in the east. Most important for the indigenous tribes, the treaty stipulated, “The . . . Indian allies of his most Christian Majesty, shall be maintained in the Lands they inhabit, if they chose to remain there; they shall not be molested on any pretence whatsoever, for having carried arms, and served his most Christian Majesty; they shall have, as well as the French, liberty of religion.”




  The 60th Royal American Regiment and Major Robert Rogers’ Ranger corps advanced on Montreal with General Haviland’s column. Following the surrender, Rogers, with two Ranger companies and a single 60th company, was sent west to take possession of the French forts there. One of the most important was the trading site at Michilimackinac, in the Mackinac straits, linking Lakes Huron and Michigan. Two hundred and sixty miles south was Detroit, on the river of the same name, with access into Lake Erie. Detroit was, as historian René Chartrand notes, “truly a frontier metropolis . . . a bustling place whose population had doubled to over eight hundred souls in the last decade, besides hundreds of traders and Indians that constantly visited the town. It was the most important business and administrative center after Quebec and Montreal.”




  Detroit’s small garrison was commanded by Captain François-Marie Picoté de Belestre, senior French commander on the frontier. Despite his Native allies’ surprise that he would not fight, Captain de Belestre knew the terms of the Montreal Articles of Capitulation, and formally surrendered the town on November 29, 1760. Major Rogers noted of the occasion, “The French garrison laid down their arms, English colours were hoisted, and the French taken down, at which about 700 Indians gave a shout, merrily exulting.”




  There were several Black rangers in Rogers’ corps, though how many were at Detroit is not known. One was Boston Burn, who joined by agreement of his master James Burn of Massachusetts. Boston was captured in 1758, while on a scouting mission near Fort Carillon; James Burn tried to recover him, but his success in doing so is unknown. Another was Castor (or Caesar) Dickinson; also enslaved, he gained his freedom after the war. A notice in the July 30, 1759, New-York Mercury told of one more African ranger:






   Taken up . . . in Orange County, a Negro Man named (as he says) Jacob; has a Scar from his Chin under his under Lip; has the Negro Mark with a Cut on each Cheek in his own Country [Africa]; has had the Small-pox, and a little pitted with it; has a Scar on his right Wrist, he says it was shot with a Ball; is five Feet seven Inches and a Half high, is about 25 or 30 Years old, has a green Jacket lined with red, Buckskin Breeches, blue Indian Stockings, fine white Shirts, with Chitterlings; has a Gun iron mounted, spotted Silk Handkerchief; he says he was in Rogers’s Rangers three Years, and was at the Battle of Ticonderoga; that he belonged formerly to one Daniel McCoy, in New York, who lived near the Old-Sly, and that his Master had given him freedom for serving three Years in the Rangers.







  A fourth man, Prince, “property of Major Rogers,” possibly served with the Rangers when they destroyed the Abenaki town of Saint Francis in 1759.
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    Two powder horns skillfully engraved by John Bush at Fort William Henry in 1756. Bush, described by his father as a “melattor [mulatto] Fellow,” engraved a number of horns for various individuals, as a favor or to earn extra income. Taken captive after the fall of the fort in August 1757, he died a prisoner aboard a ship bound for France. (Tom Grinslade collection)
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    1756 Boston newspaper notice calling for the return of an enslaved Black man in what may be a regimental uniform




  
[image: chpt_fig_005]



    1760, Capture of Detroit, Rogers’ Rangers
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