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					Preface


				
				
					This is a modern day myth. 

				
				
					And it is a book about what I, myself, actually experienced about 15 years ago. 

				
				
					The story will show you how a human, who recognized his death as reality, accomplished
					true resurrection. 

				
				
					I think this completely goes beyond the common-sense of modern medical science. 

				
				
					Even my former-wife believed that I would be dead on that day, and the doctors also
					concluded that I was dead. 

				
				
					In a medical magazine, my case has been reported with my gender, age and occupation
					changed. 

				
				
					On May 14, 2004, I was supposed to have died from a heart attack but what I did was
					lie down and listen to the CD of Buddha’s Teaching: The Dharma of the Right Mind
					for about 30 minutes. Then, I stood up again and went to the hospital for a quick
					checkup the next morning, but was hospitalized immediately. I was told that if I
					did not have a heart transplant, I would die that day. However, I was still alive
					the next morning. So the doctor stated that there was a 90 percent chance I would
					be dead within the year and they would never let me leave the hospital. 15 years
					have passed and I, supposedly a ghost by now, am aiming to make my 3,000th lecture
					within this year.* 

				
				
					I do not believe that the same thing will occur to anyone. 

				
				
					This fall on October 18, the live-action movie, Immortal Hero will be shown in theatres
					all across Japan.* It is a story of a hero in solitude. I truly hope that it will
					give hope and courage to all the people. 

				
				
					Ryuho Okawa

					Founder and CEO of Happy Science Group

					Aug. 15, 2019



				
				
					

					*
						The number of lectures exceeded 3,000 as of the “Spiritual Messages from Sayyid Khomeini
						[2]” recorded on September 29, 2019. 

				
					*
						TF: The movie was later decided to be simultaneously released in the U.S. and Canada
						on October 18, 2019. 
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					Lecture given on April 23, 2019 at Happy Science Special Lecture Hall 
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Immortal Hero, 
Ryuho Okawa’s Fight Against a Critical Illness 

				

				
				
					The true story that became the basis of the movie 

				
				
					The main theme of this chapter is related to the movie, Immortal Hero released in
					October, 2019 (Executive Producer and original story by Ryuho Okawa). 

				
				
					There are several scenes in the movie which foreshadow the notion of resurrection;
					such the main character, Makoto Mioya, is seen with Tolstoy’s novel, Resurrection
					when he fell ill and was hospitalized; he then publishes a new book called the “The
					New Resurrection” after recovering from his illness. Also, the theme song titled
					“New Resurrection” is played toward the end. Since Makoto Mioya is seen writing the
					book “The New Resurrection” in this movie, I hope to talk about the true story behind
					this movie. 

				
				
					[image: images/img-14-1.png]
					
						Immortal Hero (Executive Producer and original story by Ryuho Okawa) Storyline: Makoto
						Mioya, a highly successful Japanese author and publisher, has a life-threatening,
						near-death experience. Powerful spiritual beings with whom he has communicated most
						of his adult life visit Makoto to remind him he has the power within to heal himself.
						Reborn, Makoto commits his life to sharing the almighty wisdom he receives from the
						spiritual realm. As doubters, including some of his own family, challenge and question
						his new-found ardor, Makoto must find a way to connect with his family and to inspire
						a better world. This movie has currently received 29 awards from 6 countries. Available
						to watch on VOD (www.immortal-hero.com). 

					

				
				
					Already 15 years (2004) have passed since the time I was hospitalized, so my memory
					of the incident could gradually fade, and the familiar faces of people who were around
					me at the time have also changed. And now that those who were young back then have
					become staff or active members of Happy Science, I feel the need to occasionally
					talk about this story that became a turning point of Happy Science. I also think
					that there are some things in this story that should be kept as a record, so I wish
					to do so before I forget. 

				
				
					Even with events that actually happened in my life, how I understand and feel about
					them can change depending on the current situation I am in. Not only that, how I
					evaluate individuals who were involved in the event at the time can also change,
					as my relationship to them has distanced or become closer for various reasons over
					time. 

				
				
					Along with this movie created 15 years after the incident, I hope to briefly describe
					to you what the New Resurrection was like, along with my personal comments. 

				

				
				
					I started a publishing company As a best-selling author 

				
				
					In 1981, I had my first revelation from heaven. And in 1986, my guiding spirits urged
					me to resign from my company and become independent. So I made up my mind, and on
					the day of my 30th birthday, July 7, I handed in my resignation letter. 

				
				
					At first, the company refused to accept my request. Both the sectional and general
					manager insisted that they could not accept my resignation, so the letter was passed
					further up the company until it made its way to the vice president. After much disagreement,
					they finally approved my resignation request. 

				
				
					So, I officially left the company on July 15, as the employment regulation stated
					that I could only leave one week after submitting the letter. I have previously talked
					about this in my writings and lectures, but I quit before I was fully prepared to
					go independent. The movie touches on this part of the story as well. 

				
				
					I also (like Makoto Mioya in the movie) began by publishing books, and gained a fanbase.
					So I was initially known, not as a religious leader, but as a best-selling author
					when I established a publishing company. 

				
				
					I did not mind being known as a religious leader from the start, but until Happy
					Science was officially approved as a religious corporation, I was seen more of as
					a best-selling author, and that’s how I was often treated. 

				
				
					I first established IRH Press Co., Ltd., and used its corporate status to make various
					contracts. It took about five years for Happy Science to become recognized as an
					official religious corporation, but until it did, all contracts were under our incorporated
					company. 

				
				
					[image: images/img-16-1.png]
					
						The main character, Makoto Mioya, is a best-selling author who also manages a publishing
						company (from the movie Immortal Hero). 

					

				
				
					Personally, I saw myself as a religious leader because I was able to receive spiritual
					messages, but at the same time, I also saw myself as a bestselling author, and so
					did the majority of the public too. At the time, there was a part of me which thought
					that it would help to be known as a writer first to gain popularity and attract more
					people. 

				
				
					In those days, there used to be a list of the highest taxpayers that was publicized
					annually. So I often applied to the ‘Writer’ category, but every time, I was put
					under the ‘Other’ category instead. Usually, artists and cultural figures are classified
					into this group. Their reason for placing me in the ‘Other’ category was because
					I not only wrote books, but also gave lectures and did other types of activities.
					

				
				
					So I was categorized with people like Mr. Ikuo Hirayama, a Japanese style painter
					who was president of Tokyo University of the Arts, and Mr. Sen Soshitsu, a Japanese
					tea master of the Urasenke School. I was put in the ‘Other’ category with such highly
					esteemed people, so it wasn’t bad at all. Before this system became abolished, I
					was listed side by side with Ms. Hikaru Utada, a blossoming singer at the time, and
					Mr. Yasushi Akimoto, a lyricist for the Japanese pop group AKB48. I believe my income
					tax at the time used to be about two to three hundred million yen. 

				

				
				
					My books sold by themselves, And avid readers became my followers 

				
				
					In a way, any new religion tends to have a bad reputation, so Happy Science has been
					working very hard to transform the impression into a positive one. Since new religions
					were received quite poorly in Japan after the World War II, it was not easy to promote
					religious activities. This was true even during the days I was employed. 

				
				
					For this reason, I often received comments from media-personnel and journalists saying
					how it was wise of me to begin by book writing first; they thought it was a clever
					strategy to spread the teachings by gaining trust through printed words first. 

				
				
					In the usual case, religions would often already have followers before they publish
					books, and the books would be bought by them. So from an author’s perspective, they
					would not categorize such a religion to be like them. In my case, however, the books
					were published before I had any followers. My followers started off as avid readers
					before becoming a follower, so there was nothing unfair about the way I gained fans
					and I misled no-one into joining a religion without knowing we are one. The books
					sold by themselves, and the most avid readers became followers of our religion. That
					is the truth. Almost all of the people who began by reading my books joined Happy
					Science. Around the time when the core of Happy Science was built by around 10,000
					to 15,000 believers, it was mainly made up by individuals who became avid readers
					during the first few years after Happy Science began. 

				
				
					My books are certainly influential in that sense. I received a considerable number
					of letters, too. Due to my prudent and rational nature, I believe I was quite careful
					and cautious in the beginning. 

				

				
				
					A movie that illustrates the middle-age burden 

				
				
					I have had several key turning points in my life: the time when I began experiencing
					spiritual phenomena; the time when I resigned from my job and decided to start Happy
					Science; the time when Happy Science officially became a religious corporation; the
					time I got married—just to list a few. 
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