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CHAPTER ONE FURRY FRIENDS


[image: Andres narrates about pets, imagining spiders, lizards, snakes, and other unusual animals people might keep at home.]

Do you have a pet at home? Maybe you have a cat, or two, or even three.

Or maybe you have a more unusual pet. I’ve heard of people who own fuzzy spiders, scaley lizards, and squeaky mice. Not to mention snakes that are longer than your desk!

Whoa!

Me? I’ve never had a furry friend at home.

[image: Andres explains he’s never had a pet, but lives with his ghost friend Zax, who feels more like a brother than a pet.]

Well, there is a ghost named Zax living in my house. But he’s more like a brother than a pet.

If you ask me, living with a ghost in your house is pretty easy, especially compared to some pets you can have.

Just imagine living with parrots that can talk. They might fly around and make a big mess in your house… then blame it all on you!

[image: Andres imagines parrots flying around the house, making a mess, and blaming everything on him with their talking skills.]

And forget tortoises. They can live for, like, one hundred years. And you know what that means? They’ll never forget that one time you peed your pants in the living room.

No, thank you!

[image: Andres jokes about tortoises living a hundred years, never forgetting embarrassing moments like him wetting his pants.]

If I had a real pet, I would want a normal, boring pet. Like a cat or a goldfish. Or a dog!

Well, most dogs.

[image: A group of strange animals races down the sidewalk in chaos, starting a wild scene in the neighbourhood.]

You see that group of animals racing down the sidewalk? They’re a pretty unusual group of animals, don’t you agree?

[image: Desmond runs calmly while Andres looks panicked as cockatoos, hedgehogs, snakes, and other animals chase them in chaos.]

Now, do you see the two kids who the animals are chasing after?

The kid who looks like he’s going for a calm morning jog is my best friend, Desmond Cole.

And the other one who looks less than thrilled to be there? Yeah, that’s me, Andres Miedoso.

Now, let’s zoom out a little more. And then you’ll find out who started this madcap chase in the first place.

It was all thanks to one, um, special dog named Bubbles.

[image: Desmond and Andres flee as Bubbles, a three-headed dog, charges behind with snakes, birds, and pets adding to the wild stampede.]

I know what you’re wondering. How could one dog cause all this mayhem?

Well, in order to tell this creepy tail, I’d better go back and start at the very beginning.





[image: Dela talks to Andres and Desmond, who sit on their bikes with helmets, as she asks them to watch her dog Bubbles after school.]





CHAPTER TWO PET PATROL


[image: A business card for “Desmond Cole and Pet Ghost Patrol” with a playful design featuring ghost illustrations and contact information.]

It was a bright and sunny morning. Desmond and I had just arrived at school. We were parking our bikes when someone tapped me on the shoulder.

I turned around to see Dela Diva, another kid at our school.

Dela was holding one of our Ghost Patrol business cards!

Desmond stood a little taller. He loved anything that had to do with ghosts, monsters, and all that stuff.

“The Ghost Patrol is at your service!” he said, giving a salute. “Did you spot a ghoul? Or is a troll giving you trouble?”

[image: Dela shows Desmond and Andres a Ghost Patrol card as they stand with their bikes, listening curiously to her request.]

[image: A zombie and troll-like creature appear menacing, imagined as examples of monsters the Ghost Patrol might face.]

“Not exactly,” Dela said, shaking her head. She unclasped the locket around her neck and held it out to us. “This is my dog, Bubbles. See, isn’t she cute?”

[image: Dela opens her locket to show Andres and Desmond a picture of her fluffy Pomeranian, Bubbles.]

Desmond and I peered at the photo in the locket.

The face of a fluffy Pomeranian smiled back at us.

Desmond’s eyes practically turned into hearts. He loves dogs almost as much as he loves ghosts… and that is saying something!

“My singing group has a concert tonight,” Dela explained. “My parents are coming as chaperones. We can’t leave Bubbles home alone, but our pet-sitter canceled at the last minute.”

[image: Dela explains while Desmond and Andres react with surprise and curiosity about looking after Bubbles.]

“Okay?” I said, kind of confused. That sounded like a bummer, but what did it have to do with ghosts?

Desmond, on the other hand, did a little happy dance.

[image: Desmond’s face is filled with hearts and treats, showing his excitement at the thought of caring for Bubbles.]

“I get it!” Desmond said. “You need us to take Bubbles as our very own pet to feed treats and snuggle and play ball and—”

“Uh, kind of,” Dela interrupted. “I was hoping you could watch Bubbles. It’s just for tonight.”

“Sorry, Dela,” I said, throwing on my backpack. “We’re the Ghost Patrol, not the Pet Patrol.”

I turned to leave, but Desmond didn’t join me.
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