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This book is dedicated to the children who will inherit the earth.


Foreword

___________________

By David Talbot

Their names will go down in infamy. They are the dark lords of the energy underworld—the oil, gas, and coal executives who continue to exhume fossil fuels from the earth as the planet grows hotter by the year.

Some of their names are already infamous. And some are being made more so by their intimate association with the Trump presidency—such as fossil fuel titans Charles and David Koch, who rule the world of political dark money; Secretary of State and former ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson; and Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt, who as Oklahoma attorney general fended off efforts to regulate widespread fracking in the state, which has led to a surge of earthquakes and pollution.

Others have pursued their dirty wealth relatively discreetly, away from the public spotlight, such as former Peabody Coal chief Greg Boyce and Oklahoma fracking king Harold Hamm. But their impact on the health of the planet has been no less destructive.

These are the horsemen of the apocalypse whom author Dick Russell investigates and indicts in the following pages. These are the men whose colossal fortunes and power come at humanity’s expense, as the earth burns.

The growing calamity of climate change is usually presented in scientific and environmental terms that are either too abstract or too starkly real for average citizens to know how to respond. But the alarming changes in weather patterns—the droughts, firestorms, flooding, and freak storms that are wreaking havoc around the world—can be traced to the business and political decisions made by the men profiled in this book.

These men like to think of themselves as not only generators of great wealth and economic progress but pillars of their community. But this book shows them for what they truly are. As author Dick Russell writes, “These dark lords like to pose as good family men, benefactors of charities and the arts, upstanding pillars of their community. But first and foremost they are enemies of life on earth. This book has sought to put a face to the entrenched evil that has pushed us to the point of no return.”

There is nothing abstract about the energy policies pursued by these men—they are directly linked to the heating of the planet. These energy moguls and power brokers are guilty of crimes against nature. And, as with any criminals, they must ultimately be held accountable for their crimes. In the current political climate, of course, this is impossible—at least in Congress or the courts. But if we care about the lives of our children and grandchildren, we must finally put a stop to these men’s reckless profiteering and plundering.

These men claim they care about future generations on earth. Tillerson even served as president of the Boy Scouts of America. But at the same time that he was devoting himself to the physical and moral health of young men, Tillerson and fellow Exxon executives were covering up frightening evidence produced by their own company scientists about fossil fuels’ impact on planet warming. There is a special ring in hell reserved for men such as this—those who put their prosperity and success ahead of humanity, including their own flesh and blood.

Despite the grim prospects we face in the age of Trump, there is reason for hope, notes Russell. Some of those whose wealth is based on Big Oil not only have awakened to the existential threat of climate change but are doing something significant about it. The dynasty built on the enormous fortune of John D. Rockefeller, America’s original oil tycoon, has begun to disinvest from fossil fuel companies like ExxonMobil. “We all have a moral obligation,” stated Valerie Rockefeller Wayne, the chair of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. “Our family in particular—[since] our lifestyles come from dirty fossil fuel sources.”

Although the Trump administration is stacked with horsemen of the apocalypse, the movement to shift the planet from dirty to clean energy sources is growing stronger. Even school-age children—insisting they have a right to a safe and healthy future—are now taking climate change polluters to court.

As Russell concludes, we are engaged in an epic struggle between the forces of greed and devastation on one side and those of life. By identifying the enemies of life and exposing the ways they operate, Horsemen of the Apocalypse strikes a blow for all those who are fighting for the future.

David Talbot

March 2017


Introduction

______________________

By Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.


The earth mourns and withers,

The world pines and fades,

Both heaven and earth languish.

The land lies polluted,

Defiled by its inhabitants

Who have transgressed the laws,

Violated the ordinances,

And broken the covenant.

Therefore a curse consumes the land

And its people burn for their guilt.

—Isaiah 24:4-6.



Not long ago, the legendary economist Amory Lovins showed me two photos, taken ten years apart, of the New York City Easter Parade. A 1903 shot looking north from midtown showed Fifth Avenue crowded with a hundred horse and buggies and a solitary automobile. The second, taken in 1913 from a similar vantage on the same street, depicted a traffic jam of automobiles and a single lonely horse and buggy.

That momentous shift occurred because, over a thirteen-year period, Henry Ford dropped the nominal price of the Model-T by 62 percent. While wealthy New Yorkers led the transition, the remainder of America quickly followed. Between 1918 and 1929, according to Stanford University lecturer Tony Seba, American car ownership rocketed from 8 percent of Americans to 80 percent—because DuPont and General Motors devised a financial innovation called car loans, which soon accounted for three quarters of auto purchases. The buggy drivers never saw it coming.

Compare that platform for disruption to the economic fundamentals of today’s solar industry. Over the past five years, photovoltaic module prices have dropped 80 percent, and analogous home solar financing innovations have spread like wildfire. Three-quarters of California’s rooftop solar has been innovatively financed, with no money down, including the system I installed on my own home. NRG Solar leased me a rooftop solar array with zero cost to myself and a guaranteed 60 percent drop in my energy bills for twenty years. Who wouldn’t take that deal? And solar costs continue to fall every day.

Dramatic drops in labor costs and improvements in construction practices have cut the cost of utility-scale solar plants to around $1 billion a gigawatt. Compare this to the $3 to $5 billion per gigawatt cost of constructing a new coal or gas plant, and the $6 to $9 billion per gigawatt cost for a nuclear plant. We can make energy by burning prime rib if we choose to, but any rational utility seeking the cheapest, safest form of energy is going to choose wind or solar. That’s why, according to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, in the first eleven months of 2016 renewables constituted over 50 percent of newly installed electrical generation capacity—surpassing natural gas, nuclear power, coal, and oil combined. Let’s face facts. The carbon incumbents are looking at their own imminent apocalypse.

And the real savings for solar and wind comes at the back end—ZERO FUEL COSTS! Unlimited photons rain down on the earth every day for free. Transitioning to clean fuel only requires that we build the infrastructure to harvest and distribute the photons. That infrastructure will bless America with a magical promised era of “free fuel forever.”

Internal combustion engines are racing toward the same kind of apocalyptic disruption as the horse and buggy. According to calculations by John Walker of the Rocky Mountain Institute, the current operating cost of an electric car is about one-tenth the cost of an internal combustion engine. The range and performance of EVs now exceeds those of traditional gasoline cars. That’s why the world’s fifteen top auto companies all launched new EVs in 2015. If you believe in free markets, then the day of the internal combustion engine is over.

The markets have already seen the future. The top fifty coal companies are now either in Chapter 11 bankruptcy or on the brink. The three largest coal companies—Arch, Consol, and Peabody—have lost 80 percent of their value over the past two years. Looking at these landscapes, Lovins remarked to me, “The meteor has hit. The dinosaurs are doomed. It’s just that some of them are still walking around causing trouble.”

With these rich indices of imminent change, America, prior to the 2016 election, was on the verge of leading the global transformation away from destructive reliance on the dirtiest, filthiest, poisonous, addictive, war-mongering fuels from hell, to a sunny new age of innovation and entrepreneurship, of abundant and dignified jobs, of a democratized energy system and widespread wealth creation, powered by the clean, green, healthy, wholesome, and patriotic fuels from heaven.

Renewable energy sources such as wind and solar create high-paying jobs, promote small businesses, create wealth, democratize our energy sector, give us local, resilient power, and reduce dependence on foreign carbon. They are therefore good for the economy, good for our national security, and good for democracy and our country.

And every American will benefit from the cornucopia of economic and political bounties that accompany a decarbonized nation—no more poisoned air and water, but clean rivers and bountiful oceans, with fish that are safe to eat. No more exploded mountain ranges. No more crippling oil spills in the Gulf, in Alaska, or in Santa Barbara. No more worries about acid rain deforesting our purple mountains’ majesty and sterilizing our lakes. No more fretting about acidified oceans destroying our coral reefs and collapsing global food chains and fisheries. No more ozone and particulate pollution sickening and killing millions of our citizens. No more damaged crops and corroding buildings. No more tyrannical petro-states subjugating their peoples and victimizing their neighbors. And no more oil wars.

While enticing to most Americans and consistent with the historical idealism of an exemplary nation, this portrait of the future represents a fearful nightmare for a certain segment of our population—a segment that is willing to mount all-out civil war to prevent it from happening, an apocalyptic war that threatens to sacrifice the planet.

And we are engaged, as Abraham Lincoln declared, “In a great Civil War.” In the 1860s, it took a bloody civil war for America to transition away from an archaic and immoral energy system—one dependent on free human labor. In 1865, the entrenched interests who profited from that system were willing to sacrifice our country, and half a million lives, to maintain their profits.

This time, instead of a slave-holding gentry, the entrenched defenders of the system are the carbon tycoons described by Dick Russell in Horsemen of the Apocalypse. These are the apocalyptic forces of ignorance and greed that are out to liquidate our planet for cash. Russell shows that, to the extent they have a moral compass, it’s pointed straight at hell. Like the Horsemen from the Book of Revelation, these actions are herding humanity toward a dystopian nightmare of their creation. The archetypal Horsemen are David and Charles Koch, whom you will meet in Chapter 8. Koch Industries, you will learn, is not a benign corporation. It’s the template of “disaster capitalism,” the command center of an organized scheme to undermine democracy and impose a corporate kleptocracy that will allow greedy billionaires to cash in on mass extinction in our biosphere and the end of civilization. To the Koch brothers, the renewable revolution is their personal apocalypse that must be averted at all costs.

With their industry bereft of its economic rationale, the only way the carbon incumbents can maintain their economic dominance is by deploying their wealth and political power to subdue the market forces, to delay and derail cheap efficient renewables, and to impose a continued dependence on expensive and inefficient oil and coal through massive economic interventions managed by their political toadies. The Koch brothers have become the masterminds of this strategy. They sit at the apex of the richest industry in the history of the planet and control the largest privately owned oil company on Earth. Their strategic advantage in the battle over the future of our energy system includes their enormous personal wealth and the wealth and power of the companies they control. Their carefully cultivated political connections and, above all, societal inertia, fortified by $23 trillion of carbon infrastructure, has impeded America’s transition to a new energy economy. While owned by the industry, that infrastructure, ironically, was primarily paid for by taxpayers. These form the carbon cartel’s principal arsenals in the great civil war.

As economic forecasts for the industry have grown increasingly dire over the past decade, the carbon cartel has moved frantically to build more infrastructure including LNG facilities, refineries, coal and oil export terminals, and rail terminals, in order to bind up America in 16,000 miles of new pipeline that will further shackle our country, ironbound, to an archaic and destructive fossil fuel economy long after any economic rationale for coal, oil, or gas has expired. The infrastructure strategy effectively recruits bankers, pension funds, and Wall Street financial houses to the side of antiquated carbon in this civil war. The only hope for those investors to recoup their investments is if oil flows continuously through those pipelines for the next thirty years.

Dick Russell largely completed this book a month before the 2016 presidential election. Four weeks later, to his great surprise, the Horsemen described in these pages assumed the pinnacle of power. With the central goal of preserving their fossil fuel profits, they guided an inexperienced president on a course that rapidly collapsed the foundations of America’s moral authority and idealism, and fundamentally altered the relationship between America and the world—including our reputation as a global force for good. Their reigning foreign policy posture was an indifference to America’s traditional concerns with justice, democracy, and climate; to our historic skepticism toward tyrants; and to those traditional alliances that have promoted global stability since World War II. Domestically, Trump’s advisors turned their attention to dismantling the science safety net and commoditizing and monetizing every aspect of human discourse—adopting policies that will amplify the wealth of billionaires, even as they sicken our citizens and destroy our planet. The Book of Revelation described the Four Horsemen as War, Conquest, Pestilence, and Death. Donald Trump’s choice to invite a group of conscienceless oil men to govern the country has brought such chilling metaphors to the foreground as more than an obscure biblical reference.

In the summer of 2016, it seemed that a convoy of clown cars was transporting Donald Trump in what would become his unlikely blitzkrieg toward the GOP nomination. I was oddly relieved. Like other Americans, I believed that Donald Trump would be an easy candidate to stop in the November general election. More importantly, Trump didn’t seem as purposefully malicious toward the future of the planet as were his principal rivals, Ted Cruz, Marco Rubio, Scott Walker, and Rick Perry. I had known Donald Trump for many years. I had successfully sued to block him from building two golf courses in the New York upstate reservoir watershed. I knew he was no friend of the environment, but neither did he appear to be ideologically hidebound to a pro-pollution worldview. Indeed, he seemed less shackled to dogma, or obligated by encumbrances than any other Republican presidential candidate. He had no obvious fealty to the oil industry. Alone among the seventeen rivals for the Republican nomination, Trump had never taken money from the oil and gas tycoons. Most comforting, there seemed to be a deep gulf of enmity between Trump and the billionaire Koch brothers, the undisputed leaders of Russell’s Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Taken together, Charles and David Koch, with $48 billion apiece, are the richest men on Earth, according to Forbes’ latest list. (Bill Gates has $86 billion). The siblings’ father, Fred Koch, had made a fortune building refineries for Hitler and Stalin and used his money to cofound the racist John Birch Society. The boys, Charles and David, have deployed their oil-and-gas fortune to bankroll an array of think-tanks and politicians opposing clean energy and remedial action on climate change.

Teddy Roosevelt observed that American democracy could never be destroyed by a foreign foe. But he warned that our defining democratic institutions would be subverted from within by “malefactors of great wealth.”

Because of their singular focus and limitless wealth, I considered David and Charles Koch, rather than this orange-haired GOP candidate, the greatest threat to American democracy. Politics is driven by both money and political intensity. While they have plenty of money, the Koch brothers’ policy agenda—tax breaks for the rich, unregulated pollution, and permanent national reliance on dirty fuels—does not make an attractive vessel for populism. In order to recruit ground troops, the Koch brothers have made themselves wizards in the alchemy of demagoguery, wielding evangelical religion, dog-whistle race baiting, and patriotism as flypaper to their cause. They have built extensive organizations to engineer a hostile takeover of our democracy by polluting corporations. In her book Dark Money, Jane Mayer shows how the two oil men conceived and funded the Tea Party movement, which hijacked the Republican Party and drove it to the far right. In order to consolidate power over the past two decades, they worked out and financed a methodical project to take over state legislatures. Their lucre and organizing machine has helped to give right-wing Republicans control of sixty-seven of ninety-eight legislatures—the bodies that draw up electoral districts. With those levers in hand, their lackeys in the various state capitals use gerrymandering, voter fraud, voter ID laws, and mass voter purges to engineer permanent Republican majorities on the state and federal level. Their Tea Party movement took over the US Congress and blocked Obama’s environmental agenda, with the resilience fortified by their control of the statehouses. But the biggest electoral prize the Koch brothers had yet to achieve was to have their candidate take the White House, with the power to populate and dismantle the agencies, primarily Energy, Interior, and EPA, that regulate—and bedevil—the Kochs’ industries. They had many willing errand boys among the Republican presidential field, and, with one notable orange exception, just about all of the GOP candidates had made the pilgrimage to Wichita to genuflect and kiss the rings at Koch headquarters.

The Koch brothers claim, in their rhetoric, to embrace a theology of free market capitalism. But if you look at their feet instead of listening to the seductive noises that issue from their mouths, or the glossy pronouncements of their phony think tanks, the truth is clear: these men despise free markets. Instead, they advocate for a system of cushy socialism for the rich, and a savage, merciless, dystopian capitalism for the poor. The real purpose of the “think tanks” they created and fund—such as the Heritage Foundation and the Cato Institute—is not to promote free market capitalism but to gin up the philosophical underpinnings for a scheme of unrestrained corporate profit taking and a destructive national addiction to carbon-based fuels upon which their fortunes rely.

As discussed earlier, new renewable technologies are now so efficient that wind and solar generation and electric cars are beating their carbon-based competitors, even in the rigged markets and on slanted playing fields. Carbon’s economic model is looking at the same bleak future the horse and buggy industry faced in 1903. So what do you do when your profits rely on a fading economic model? If you are the unscrupulous Koch brothers, you deploy your money as campaign contributions—a legalized form of bribery—to get your hooks into a public official who will allow you to privatize the commons, dismantle the marketplace, and rig the rules to give you monopoly control. Renewable energy sources and free markets pose an existential threat to the Koch’s business model. So the Kochs have deployed their front group, ALEC—the American Legislative Exchange Council—in every state, working with local legislators to create public subsidies for oil infrastructure and to weaken support for wind and solar. The Koch brothers’ purpose in purchasing our political system is to engineer monumental subsidies and market failure, which are their formulae for profit.

The Kochs’ political ascendancy was facilitated by another oilman, George W. Bush. A decade ago, I wrote a bestselling book, Crimes Against Nature, detailing Bush’s war against the environment. As is almost always the case, environmental catastrophe was preceded, in the Bush debacle, by the subversion of democracy. Bush landed in the White House after a stacked Supreme Court, dominated by his father’s appointees, issued a partisan 5–4 decision, freezing the 2000 election Florida vote recount that would have shown Bush losing both the popular vote and the Electoral College. Bush thereby stole the presidency from Senator Al Gore, the greenest presidential candidate in our history. That decision turned the White House over to two Texas oilmen, Bush and his vice president, Dick Cheney, who was the CEO of oil service company Halliburton and the owner of millions of dollars of Halliburton stock, which would appreciate enormously during Cheney’s administration. Seventeen of the top twenty-one people in the new administration hailed from the oil patch or allied industries. Bush’s secretary of state, Condoleezza Rice, was on the board of Chevron, which named an oil tanker after her. Bush’s ascendancy to the presidency was the beginning of a hostile takeover of our government by the oil industry, which would finally be completed by President Trump. Transforming America into a petro-state was not just bad for the environment; it was a disaster for American democracy. Cheney immediately convened ninety days of secret meetings with carbon and nuclear industry CEOs, during which he invited the nation’s worst polluters to rewrite environmental laws to make it easy to drill, to burn, to extract, to frack, to ship, and to distribute carbon fuel. It was an all-out victory for the carbon industry and an unconditional defeat for humanity. Even as they dismantled America’s environmental laws, Bush and Cheney stocked the regulatory agencies with industry lackeys and profiteering cronies who weakened and auctioned off America’s public lands and forests to their campaign contributors, at fire sale prices.

The oil and coal industries are, by nature, authoritarian. A nation’s political system generally reflects the economic organization of its principal industries. In a dynamic known as the “resource curse,” nations dominated by carbon industries customarily tilt toward autocracy and away from democracy. When oil money merges with political power, the outcome is almost always the same: yawning gaps between rich and poor; the expansion of military, police, and intelligence apparatuses; the diminution of civil and human rights; the disappearance of transparency and public participation in government; the expanded popularity of torture, detention, and eavesdropping; the use of nationalistic propaganda and deceit to win elections and to justify unpopular politics; and an aggressive, bellicose, and imperialistic foreign policy. Under George W. Bush, the carbon cronies quickly bent US foreign and domestic policies to serve Big Oil’s bottom line.

The White House lied America into an oil war that killed a million Iraqis and almost 4,500 US soldiers, and maimed tens of thousands more. Bush and Cheney cut taxes on the wealthy and charged their $4.3 trillion war on a credit card for our children to pay. Meanwhile, we lost eight critical years in the battle to avert the most catastrophic impacts of climate change. The oilmen who helped bring Bush to power profited like princes from his policies. As a gesture of gratitude to our country, the oil companies raised gasoline prices and watched company profits soar to historic highs. Patriotism is great—so long as it pays!

But perhaps the most grievous wound to American democracy from the mayhem of the Bush presidency was the Supreme Court decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission. Bush appointed two right-wing corporatist US Supreme Court Justices—John G. Roberts in 2005 and Samuel Alito in 2006. These men were not traditional conservatives. The only consistent thread running through their judicial decisions was the consistent elevation of corporate power. The Citizens United decision was the most sweeping expansion of corporate power in this century. That case effectively overruled a century of corporate campaign finance restrictions that limited a corporation’s ability to purchase federal political candidates. Citizens United unleashed a tsunami of corporate cash in the 2010 and 2012 election cycles, when an estimated $2 billion was spent in the race to capture the White House. The nearly $760 million that the Koch brothers, alone, put into the national elections in 2016 is comparable to the total amount spent, historically, by either political party. Their campaign organization was nearly as formidable as the Republican Party, with 1,200 election operatives. Election data show that in 95 percent of federal elections, the candidate with the most money wins. So democracy is for sale and, predictably, the rich are buying themselves politicians and then deploying them to reduce taxes on their class and to rid themselves of pesky regulations that protect public health and the common environment. Under this new rubric, the representatives and senators who dominate Congress can no longer be thought of as public servants. They are the indentured servants of the Koch brothers and their ilk, engaged in the mercenary enterprise of ransacking America and humanity on behalf of Big Oil. America has transitioned from the world’s model democracy to a corporate kleptocracy.

So the Kochs’ open disavowal of Donald Trump during the presidential campaign was a comfort to me. Charles Koch compared the Trump-Hillary race to a choice “between cancer and a heart attack.” Trump, in turn, derided his Republican rivals as Koch “puppets.” I was relieved by the wide and hostile rift between Trump and the Kochs. Perhaps, I thought, America was safe, for the moment, from the existential threat of having oil tycoons again control our government. So it was breathtaking how quickly president-elect Trump pivoted against the populism that he rode to power, and into the welcoming arms of Wall Street robber barons, oil patch tycoons, and flat earth oligarchs he had vilified along the way, including the despised Koch brothers. Even before inauguration day, he got busy turning our government over to the apocalyptic forces of ignorance and greed.

Climate Change

Consolidation of power by the oil and coal barons began immediately after the election; president-elect Trump’s transition advisors emerged as an oil industry dream team. Despite the initial antipathy between Trump and the Koch brothers, once he secured the nomination, Donald Trump extended the olive branch to the flat earth oligarchs from Kansas. His choice of Indiana Governor Mike Pence as running mate was the first ominous sign that the rift had healed. Governor Pence had financed his political career with a steady flow of Koch cash and had demonstrated his fealty to the Kochs by hiring Marc Short as his gubernatorial chief of staff. Short had previously been president of Freedom Partners, the Kochs’ political arm. As governor, Pence made Indiana a proving ground for the radical right-wing experiment in corporate domination devised by Koch-funded think-tanks.

Three days after the 2016 election, Pence displaced New Jersey Governor Chris Christie to become Trump’s overseer of the various agency transition teams. By that time, the writing was on the wall, and the penmanship was that of David and Charles Koch. David Koch attended Trump’s election night celebration. Trump soon appointed Marc Short as his director of legislative affairs, and stocked his transition team with Koch organization veterans, such as Tom Pyle, Darin Selnick, and Alan Cobb, and transition team executive committee members, Rebekah Mercer and Anthony Scaramucci. According to The Wall Street Journal, an astonishing 30 to 40 percent of Trump’s advisors had Koch pedigrees. These were the men and women who would shape the new president’s agenda.

Trump appointed a notorious Koch toady, Myron Ebell, to supervise his EPA transition. I’ve watched Ebell’s antics for decades. He is a professional deceiver. Ebell served as director of the Center for Energy and Environment at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, a Washington think-tank formerly funded by ExxonMobil and the Kochs, and staffed primarily by “experts” and operatives, lately employed by Koch Industries and the Koch’s web of shadowy non-profit oil industry advocacy groups. Ebell, once a staunch global warming denier, has recently retrenched; “Yes, we are causing climate change,” he now admits, “but it’s a good thing.” Ebell preaches that the “mild global warming that has occurred since the end of the Little Ice Age in the mid-nineteenth century has been largely beneficial for humanity and the biosphere. Earth is greening, food production has soared, and human longevity has increased dramatically.”

Ebell’s seven-person team included David Schnare, a lawyer who spent thirty-three years at the EPA before matriculating to institutes funded by the Kochs. Schnare made his bones as a polluter’s shill by filing legal actions demanding to inspect the email inboxes of EPA administrators and climate scientists. In Trump’s new era of “alternative facts,” there was no one better suited to purge the agency of credulous climate change believers.

Steve Groves led the State Department’s “landing team.” Groves, a policy wonk at the Koch- and Exxon-funded Heritage Foundation, wrote a post-election article calling for the United States to pull out of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change as a prelude to refuting the Paris Agreement.

The Department of Interior transition fell under the leadership of Doug Domenech, director of the Fueling Freedom Project for the Koch-funded Texas Public Policy Foundation. That group’s mission is to “explain the forgotten moral case for fossil fuels.” Domenech knows how to make the system work for industry; during George W. Bush’s presidency, he served as White House liaison and deputy chief of staff at the Interior Department, facilitating Bush’s efforts to turn federal lands over to oil, gas, and mining interests and to timber barons.

President Trump’s transition overseer at the Department of Energy was Michael Catanzaro, a registered Koch Industries lobbyist. His successor is Thomas Pyle, former president of the Institute for Energy Research, a think-tank founded by Charles Koch. Before joining that chamber for charlatans, Pyle was Koch Industries’ director of federal affairs. Pyle is also president of the American Energy Alliance, another fossil fuel front group that receives a pipeline of cash from Koch, ExxonMobil, and Peabody Energy. (You’ll learn much more about the Peabody CEO in Chapter 7 of this book.)

Pyle mapped out “a big change” in an email to supporters in mid-November. He promised a “100-day plan” and a “200-day plan” to roll back America’s clean water and climate change protections. America, he promised, will pull out of the Paris Climate Agreement, and the EPA will jettison the dreaded “social cost of carbon” algorithm used to calculate the costs and benefits of climate change.

In December, eight hundred US scientists and energy experts sent a letter to president-elect Trump asking that he publicly identify global warming as a “human caused, urgent threat.” They went on: “If not, you will become the only government leader in the world to deny climate science. Your position will be at odds with virtually all climate scientists, most economists, military experts, fossil fuel companies and other business leaders, and the two-thirds of Americans worried about this issue.” Trump answered this urgent plea by the world’s most highly credentialed climate scientists during a Fox News interview in mid-December, assuring the audience that “nobody really knows” whether climate change is real. He said he was “studying” whether to pull America out of the Paris Climate Agreement, the hard-won treaty to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that has been signed by 196 countries. There is little doubt about who is providing him crib-notes.

The ominous direction toward global catastrophe crystallized as Trump announced his cabinet and other key positions.

SECRETARY OF STATE: REX TILLERSON


“And I looked, and behold a pale horse; and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.”

—Revelation, 6:8.



In a breathtaking act of supplication to Big Oil, the new president gave his first cabinet appointment to Russell’s first Horseman, ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson. Tillerson has never been mistaken for an American patriot. As Exxon CEO, he often adopted company policies that were contrary to US interests, including a lucrative deal with Russia to drill in the Arctic. When a shareholder asked Tillerson’s predecessor and mentor, Lee Raymond, whether the company should be improving US refinery capacity as a matter of national security, Raymond dismissed patriotism as an absurd distraction from profits. He famously declared, “Exxon is not a US company.” Tillerson’s worldview is dictated by his forty years of service to the selfish ideologies of a corporation that is locked in a ruinous battle against humanity and American values.

Trump’s critics wondered whether his peculiar choice to hand US foreign policy over to the world’s most visible and notorious oil man was a favor to Russian dictator Vladimir Putin. As Exxon chief, Tillerson put aside scruples to align Exxon with the bloodthirsty tyrant, a choice that made Tillerson Putin’s favorite American businessman. In 2013, Vladimir Putin personally presented Tillerson with Russia’s ultimate honor to a foreigner, the Order of Friendship Award, after Tillerson signed controversial deals with the state-owned Russian oil company. In 2011, Tillerson flew to Russia to sign a $500-billion arrangement to jointly drill in the Arctic Shelf and the Black Sea and to develop shale oil in Siberia. Tillerson’s company allegedly lost around $1 billion dollars due to sanctions the Obama administration placed on Russia after Putin annexed the Crimean Peninsula.

Tillerson responded by directing ExxonMobil’s PAC to donate $1.8 million to oil-friendly federal politicians during the 2016 election cycle, with more than 90 percent going to the Republicans, who had dutifully shielded Exxon from carbon taxes and pollution regulations. During the six election cycles when he was CEO, nine of ten dollars donated by his company’s PAC went to GOP candidates.
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