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This book is dedicated to my fellow happy warriors in the great struggle against eco-lunacy and to anyone else who believes in truth, liberty, and the scientific method.


A IS FOR AARDVARK.

No, not really Aardvark. I just borrowed it for alphabetical convenience so I could explain at the beginning why you might want to buy this book. Here are some reasons:

1.    You’re an ardent environmentalist who also happens to be an extreme masochist. In which case, this book will take you to heights of ecstasy you had never dreamt possible.

2.    You’re sick of all the climate change BS from all your greenie friends and colleagues, and you need some ammo to fight back. In which case, this book is like stumbling upon the concealed cache behind the wall in the labyrinth containing the Plasma gun, the Chaingun, the Supershotgun, the Ionized Plasma Levitator, AND the BFG—all at once.

3.    You’ve often wondered about stuff like ocean acidification, just how endangered polar bears really are, whether or not it’s true that Rachel Carson was the twentieth century’s biggest mass murderer, but have been waiting for a book to come along which is written in a handy, witty, occasionally even humorous A to Z format, so you can read it in short bursts while sitting on the john or maybe give it as a Christmas present or a birthday present to friends who like that kind of thing. In which case, THIS IS THAT BOOK.

A word of warning: it is not comprehensive. If it were, it would have to be called The Very Enormous Green Book of Eco-Fascism—perhaps necessitating the strip-harvesting of the entire Amazon Basin or the precious first growth forests of the Pacific Northwest wherein lurks the precious spotted owl.

And we wouldn’t want that, would we?


A
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ACID RAIN

We all know that acid rain was one of the great environmental threats of the 1980s—averted thanks to concerted, global government action to reduce sulphur dioxide emissions from power plants. Which just goes to show the power of green propaganda, for in fact, “acid rain” was little more than urban myth, pushed by alarmist environmental journalists such as Fred Pearce, who claimed in 1982 in New Scientist: “The forests and lakes are dying. Already the damage may be irreversible.”

And the evidence for these claims? As it turned out, little to none. A ten-year U.S. government-sponsored study involving 700 scientists and costing about $500 million said in 1990: “There is no evidence of a general or unusual decline of forests in the United States and Canada due to acid rain.” Data from Germany—where the scare originated—told the same story.

A tale, then—as science author Matt Ridley puts it—“not of catastrophe averted but of a minor environmental nuisance somewhat abated.”
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AEROSOLS

Minute particles added to the atmosphere by burning fossil fuels and which are apparently masking the true extent of runaway climate change. Also known as a handy excuse, trotted out by increasingly desperate Warmists at every opportunity to explain away the failure of their crappy computer models to predict the last sixteen years’ non-existent warming.
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AGENDA 21

Just because it sounds like a conspiracy theory—like Area 51: the place where They keep the alien spaceships which crashed in the Roswell Incident—doesn’t mean it’s not real.

On the contrary, it’s so real that at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit no fewer than 179 nations—Britain and the United States included—signed up to. They did so because, it being a non-binding agreement, they thought it didn’t matter.

But that’s the evil genius of Agenda 21—the most far-reaching, constrictive, and dangerous environmental code of practice ever devised, yet which looks so harmless and boring that merely reading the first paragraph of its principles acts like super-strength Mogadon.

To wit: “1.1 Humanity stands at a defining moment in history. We are confronted with a perpetuation in disparities between and within nations; a worsening of poverty, hunger, ill-health and illiteracy, and the continuing deterioration of the ecosystems on which we depend for our well being. . . .” Yadda yadda. Zzzzzzz.

Don’t be fooled. Even as you read these words some busybody activist group is using Agenda 21 as justification for taking your money, limiting your freedoms, diminishing your living standards—all to achieve the noble goals in that charter I briefly quoted above before you and I both fell asleep.

What’s it all about? Pretty much everything you ever hated about pettifogging environmentalist bureaucracy gone mad, basically: zoning restrictions; anti-car measures; climate change initiatives; higher taxes; fines for incorrect recycling; green activists on the local government pay roll as Climate Change officers; public transportation converted—at your expense—to run biofuels; leaflets (paid for by you, again) lecturing you on how to live your life more sustainably.

Agenda 21 is the strategic arm of the sustainable development industry. Its tactical wing—the part that translates its airy precepts into immensely tedious reality—are the Local Agenda 21 (LA21) sub groups which you’ll find everywhere from Berkeley, California, to Dallas, Texas, to Finland to Zimbabwe. These groups in turn are coordinated by a UN-funded umbrella group called ICLEI—Local Governments for Sustainability.

Your eyes are glazing over once more. You find all this dull, involved, and wearisome. Of course you do. No sentient person wouldn’t. You pay your local government for the basic amenities and services you need—trash disposal, street lighting, road maintenance, etc.—not because you want it to solve Third World poverty, eliminate sexual inequality, combat climate change, address overpopulation, or redistribute income.

Yet, behind the scenes, this is exactly what Agenda 21 is being used to justify.

You didn’t vote for it. You weren’t consulted. Yet these values—which may be alien to everything you believe in—have now been absorbed, as if by osmosis, to form a key part of your local government’s policy.

That’s Agenda 21: the blueprint for green tyranny.

ALGORE (See also GORE, AL)

A creature we could only wish was mythical—an insufferable, arrogant, sighing-and-eye-rolling, prosperously rotund former-politician-turned-huckster, flying around the world lecturing us on the need to dismantle capitalism for the sake of the planet, while living in a 10,000-square-foot mansion, amassing an enormous fortune of $200 million (in part by selling his leftist TV network to Al Jazeera, a true act of patriotism by one of America’s devoted sons), and leaving the carbon footprint of a million farting and frequent-flying abominable snowmen.
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AMAZON
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Great big river and accompanying jungle made famous by Sting and other World Saviors; liana-draped, squawking, gibbering, cackling, jaguar-, piranha-, and poison-arrow-frog-infested poster child of the environmental movement; home of that terrible fish—the Candiru—that swims up your urine stream as you pee in the river and lodges itself in your tender organs.

Obviously, it would be really helpful to the green movement’s propaganda campaigns if the Amazon really were being wiped out by “global warming.” That’s why, in their Fourth Assessment report, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s in-house activists (a.k.a. lead authors) had a seriously good go by announcing that “up to 40 per cent of the Amazonian rainforest” is threatened by climate change.

Problem was there’s no actual scientific evidence for this claim. It turned out to have come not from a peer-reviewed study, but from a piece of propaganda literature produced by green activists for the WWF, which made no mention of climate change. That’s because the report was about the effects of logging and forest fires.

ANGRY (See ROMM, JOE)

ANTHROPOGENIC GLOBAL WARMING (AGW)

Theory, increasingly discredited by real-world evidence, that the planet is warming due to manmade carbon dioxide emissions and that unless we give half our income to renewable energy companies owned by Al Gore, George Soros, or T. Boone Pickens, then we’re all going to fry.


 




Anti-Capitalism

“I think if we don’t overthrow capitalism we don’t have a chance of saving the world ecologically. I think it is possible to have an ecologically sound society under socialism. I don’t think it’s possible under capitalism.”

—Earth First! member Judi Bari, interviewed 1992.






ARAB SPRING

The Arab Spring violence, which swept across North Africa and the Middle East, began with food riots. And what triggered these food riots? Why, massive food price inflation driven in part by the increasing acreage of land being diverted from agricultural use to biofuels production.

So, to the Eco-Fascists’ butcher’s bill—along with all the old people they’ve driven to an early grave through fuel poverty and all the Africans they’ve starved to death with artificially induced food price inflation—we can perhaps reasonably add the hundreds of thousands slaughtered in the civil unrest from Libya to Syria. Credit where credit’s due, eh?
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ARCTIC

Dread harbinger of climate change, apparently.

For greenies, the melting Arctic ice cap is a bit like the Seventh Seal: the final sign that all our efforts to save the planet have come to naught and that we are doomed to be consumed by an apocalypse which makes Brueghel’s Triumph of Death look like Manet’s Le Déjeuner sur l’herbe. Or, worse, like a scene from Kevin Costner’s Waterworld.

That is why, at the height of the global warming scare, they frequently sent emissaries to the Arctic circle in order to come back with ever-grimmer tidings with which to terrify any remaining doubters. Sometimes, these took the form of artistic love-ins (see Cape Farewell project), sometimes of pseudo-scientific ventures like the Catlin Arctic Survey, and sometimes of intrepid voyages like that undertaken by adventurer and climate campaigner Lewis Pugh, who planned to kayak all the way to the spot where the North Pole would be if it hadn’t been melted by global warming. . . .

But they all faced one intractable problem: the Arctic wasn’t melting nearly as fast as they hoped it would. Sure, for a tantalizing period it seemed that summer ice melt was almost approaching unprecedented levels. But then, unfortunately, a) it stopped melting quite so much; b) every winter it stubbornly insisted on freezing again; and c) the melting—contrary to the alarmists’ claims—turned out to be not unprecedented at all, anyway. As records from the Danish Meteorological Institute show, Arctic mean temperatures have barely changed since its records began in 1958. Other records show that the Arctic was in fact warmer in the 1940s than it is now.

Still, let’s not pretend that the melting Arctic ice non-story hasn’t had it’s beneficial side effects. One or two of us, for example, took the most enormous pleasure in the fact that Lewis Pugh only managed to paddle as far as 81° N before his kayak got trapped in ice; and the fact that the Catlin Arctic Survey expedition had to be abandoned just 434 kilometers into a planned 1,000-kilometer march because their equipment broke in the freezing temperatures, and the weather was just too darn cold.
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ANTARCTICA

Another dread harbinger of climate change, apparently.

Antarctica is a godsend for climate alarmists: because it’s so big, so remote, so uncharted, they can say whatever they like about how “threatened” it is without fear of contradiction by pesky real world data.

This is how in 2009 a team led by Eric Steig (an associate—caveat emptor—of global warming guru Michael Mann) managed to grab headlines by claiming that even the world’s coldest continent had fallen prey to global warming.

Steig achieved this using a method popular among climatologists but generally shunned by more mainstream scientists known as “making it up.” Or, rather, he relied on computer models, which is much the same thing.

In the models, he combined satellite evidence (which shows that for the last thirty years, at least the Antarctic has been getting colder not warmer) with temperature readings from surface weather stations, plus some estimated (that is, imaginary) temperature readings from non-existent weather stations all over Antarctica whose data he could only guess at.

A more recent paper published in 2013 in The Cryosphere finds that, far from warming, Antarctica has been gaining surface ice and snow for at least the past 150 years. But the authors did rather go and spoil it—as is unfortunately the fashion in these credulous times—by blaming the accumulating ice and snow on a “warming climate.” Of course!

ASTEROID

“Is this an effect of, perhaps, global warming?”

—CNN anchor Deb Feyerick introducing a news item about an approaching asteroid.

Yeah. That’ll be it: a marginal 0.8-degree Celsius increase in global mean temperature since 1850 has made it more likely we’re going to be hit by a giant space rock like the one that wiped out the dinosaurs. Oh, and it will also cause the oceans to boil (see Astronauts).


 




Astrologers

“Perhaps we could start referring to them as astrologers (excusable as ‘oops just a typo’).”

—from a “Climategate” email sent by scientist Tom Wigley, discussing ways to smear two scientists who disagree with him, Harvard astronomers Willie Soon and Sallie Balliunas






ASTRONAUTS

In March 2012, nearly fifty former NASA scientists, astronauts, and technologists wrote to protest NASA’s position on climate change.

“As former NASA employees, we feel that NASA’s advocacy of an extreme position, prior to a thorough study of the possible overwhelming impact of natural climate drivers is inappropriate.”

NASA’s chief scientist Waleed Abdalati replied: “We support open scientific inquiry and discussion.”

Clearly he’s never met his colleague James Hansen, former head of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies, who has criticized the “natural skepticism and debates embedded in the scientific process,” because it enables chaps like us a look in, and told the U.S. Congress that “CEOs of fossil energy companies know what they are doing and are aware of the long-term consequences of continued business as usual. In my opinion, these CEOs should be tried for high crimes against humanity and nature.” Indeed, and perhaps they should be burned to death in our oceans that Hansen predicts will literally boil.
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ATTENBOROUGH, DAVID

Gentle, whispery-voiced, gorilla-hugging BBC nature documentary presenter; national treasure; high-profile promulgator of climate change nonsense; neo-Malthusian who wants to kill your kids.

No, of course, nice Sir David Attenborough doesn’t really want to kill your kids. Not your kids, at any rate. Someone else’s, maybe. But definitely not yours.

And he doesn’t literally want them to die, of course. He’d just like them to disappear, painlessly, into the ether, as if they’d never been. Something like that, anyway. Not that he has likely ever thought of such unpleasant details. Nice, charming, whispery-voiced, bien-pensant types who agonise about the “Overpopulation” issue rarely do.

What we do know is that Sir David—as he told the Radio Times—thinks that humans are a “plague on the Earth.” And that since 2009, he has been patron of the Optimum Population Trust—an organization which, up until 2011, was quite up front on its website about its goal of reducing the world’s then-population of 6.8 billion to a more sustainable 5.1 billion.

Perhaps someone had a quiet word, for the following year the charity changed its name to the slightly less charged Population Matters. It also became less explicit about the number of people it would ideally like wiped from the face of the earth: 1.7 billion really is quite a lot to lose, however kindly and well-intentioned your preferred method of dispatch.

“I’ve never seen a problem that wouldn’t be easier to solve with fewer people—or harder, and ultimately impossible, with more,” Sir David told the Guardian. Really? So he’d prefer to conduct his filming expeditions to Antarctica or the Congo solo, would he, rather than with a full BBC crew? Or aid missions to impoverished countries that have been hit by tsunamis or hurricanes? They work better, do they, when they’re conducted by two men and a dog rather than, say, an aircraft carrier packed with supplies and skilled rescue workers?

AUSTRALIA
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Home of the world’s top ten most poisonous snakes, the saltwater crocodile, numerous man-eating sharks, the box jellyfish, the Sydney funnel web spider, and—worst of all—arguably the most self-righteous, bossy, politically correct environmental movement anywhere in the world.

But it is also home to the man who should be the next pope, Cardinal George Pell, archbishop of Sydney, and a level-head global warming skeptic who has said that “some of the more hysterical and extreme claims about global warming appear symptomatic of a pagan emptiness, of a Western fear when confronted by the immense and basically uncontrollable forces of nature. . . . It’s almost as though people without religion . . . have got to be frightened of something. . . . I often point out that some of those who are now warning us against global warming were warning us back in the 1970s about an imminent new ice age, because according to some criteria an ice age is a bit overdue. . . . Belief in a benign God who is master of the universe has a steadying psychological effect, although it is no guarantee of Utopia, no guarantee that the continuing climate and geographic changes will be benign. In the past pagans sacrificed animals and even humans in vain attempts to placate capricious and cruel gods. Today they demand a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions.” Amen, Cardinal Pell, amen.


B
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BACON, FRANCIS (AKA FIRST VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN)

English philosopher, statesman, philosopher, jurist, and author (1561–1626). Your hero.

You may not have realized before that Francis Bacon was your hero—but he is because he stood for almost everything the green movement hates: progress, evidence, knowledge, truth, honesty, civilization, humanity, creature comforts, pleasure.

He is famous for many things: “Knowledge is power”; dying of pneumonia contracted while experimenting with a frozen chicken; but his achievement most relevant to this book is that he is the father of “empiricism” and the “scientific method.”

Bacon believed that scientific discovery was important not just for its own sake but in order to improve the lot of mankind. By learning to harness the powers of nature, he believed, we could make our lives less arduous, richer, and freer. The aim of the greenies, of course, is the exact opposite.
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BACON, FRANCIS

Dissolute British painter (1909–1992).

Of no relevance whatsoever to this book.

BATS (See also [BAT-SPLATTING, BIRD-SLICING] ECO-CRUCIFIXES)

Bats are one of the world’s most heavily protected species. In Britain, for example, it is actually a criminal offense to: deliberately capture, injure, or kill a bat; disturb a bat in its roost; damage a bat roosting place (even if there are no bats there at the time); possess or advertise/sell/exchange a bat (dead or alive) or any part of a bat; intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost.
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Has the world gone mad? Well, obviously it has; that’s a given. But there is, in this case, at least a glimmer of almost-sanity behind this legislative lunacy: bats—because of their long life cycle and slow breeding cycle—are unusually vulnerable. Kill a breeding pair and you may well have wiped out the bat neighborhood for miles around.

Given that this is so—and known to be so by all conservationists—you’ve got to ask yourself why the environmental movement isn’t united in opposition to the wind industry. Wind turbines are the worst thing to happen to bats in their entire fifty million years on the planet. For some unfortunate reason, (possibly to do with the vibrations) bats are attracted to those spinning blades like moths to a flame—at which point, if they survive the collision, they are killed by the pressure wave which ruptures their internal organs (“barotraumized”) and causes them to drop from the night sky like stones.

Every year, in the United States alone, an estimated 28,470,000 bats are splatted by wind turbines. (That’s based on a fairly conservative estimate of two bat deaths per turbine per day.) So why, you might wonder, aren’t the tree-huggers kicking up more of a stink? Why aren’t the greenies marching on D.C. with their “Save the Bat” placards to demand that subsidies to the wind industry (the only reason anyone would bother erecting these hideous, noisy, bat-splatting eco-crucifixes in the first place) be slashed to zero, forthwith?

Why indeed. Here is a perfect illustration of the cognitive dissonance at the very heart of the green psychopathology. In the environmentalist mindset, wind power is “clean,” eco-friendly, and morally right; therefore, when strong evidence emerges that wind power is none of those things, the only response of which the greenies are capable is to stick a finger in each ear and go “Nyah, nyah, nyah. Not listening.”

BBC

The Truth about Climate Change; Climate Change: Britain Under Threat; Meltdown: A Global Warming Journey; Climate Wars; Horizon: Science Under Attack?; a dedicated climate change episode of Frozen Planet; a Climate Chaos season in which children’s favorite Blue Peter was rechristened Green Peter; an evening news bulletin declaring: “At 6 o’clock—no more doubt. Climate Change is happening—and we are to blame”; a music drama, especially commissioned for the BBC Proms concerts, inspired by Hurricane Katrina about children lost after a storm caused by climate change; a BBC Panorama episode, “What’s Up with the Weather?”; Burn Up (a drama about global warming); Horizon: Global Weirding. . . .

Just a few examples of the kind of measured contribution to the debate on global warming the British viewer can expect from the national broadcaster in return for his compulsory $200 annual license fee.

And the number of programs on the BBC in the last fifteen years expressing a skeptical position on climate change?

Try: Zero. Nada. Zip. None.

BEDTIME STORIES (See also KIDS)

In 2009, the British government’s Department of Energy and Climate Change spent £6 million on probably the most mendacious state propaganda campaign since the ones they ran in the eighties claiming we were all going to die of AIDS.
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The highlight was a TV commercial where a cute little girl is shown being read a bedtime story by her father.

“Scientists said it was being caused by too much CO2 which went into the sky when the grown-ups used energy. They said it was getting dangerous. Its effects were happening faster than they thought. Some places could even disappear under the sea. And it was the children of the land who’d have to live with the horrible consequences. . . .”

As the father turns the pages, we see the girl frowning at the increasingly scary illustrations: a great big, razor-toothed carbon monster ravages the land; a cartoon cat floating on an upturned table reaches out in vain to save a drowning cartoon puppy. . . . It is all too, too real, isn’t it?

“BEYOND PETROLEUM”

Cynical, morally obscene, counterproductive greenwashing exercise conducted by BP in 2001 to persuade people it was no longer “just” about oil.

Cynical because it obviously still was an oil company: at the time of the rebranding, it had just swallowed up three large oil concerns.

Morally obscene because to compensate for the massive losses it made on its green investments—including a disastrous venture into solar power—it had to cut costs on its regular operations, leading to the lax safety standards which resulted in the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig explosion in the Gulf of Mexico.

Counterproductive because the punitive damages inflicted on BP as a result of Deepwater Horizon ran into the billions.

When is capitalism going to learn? If you try to appease the green enemy by playing by their rules, you’re never going to win. Far better to stick to your knitting.
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There’s nothing wrong with petroleum. It’s why God made dinosaurs and other beasts and plants of prehistory. It’s biodiversity at work!

BIG GREEN

•    Number of environmental groups in the United States (as of 2005): 26,500

•    Annual spending of the top fifty of those groups (2005): $4.98 billion

•    Estimated total annual spending of all those groups: $9.7 billion

•    Annual U.S. federal and state government spending on environmental projects: $44.5 billion

•    Annual budget paid by Western nations since 1992 Rio Earth Summit to sustainable development funds: $68 billion

•    Amount given by Environmental Protection Agency in past ten years to green activist groups: $3 billion

•    Amount of President Obama’s stimulus spent on green projects: $78.6 billion

•    Estimated corporate spending in the United States and Canada on “sustainable business” by 2014: $70 billion

•    Estimate corporate spending within European Union on “sustainable business” by 2014: $97.98 billion

(Figures from Eco-Fascists by Elizabeth Nickson)

BIN LADEN, OSAMA

Environmentalist.

Dubai (AFP), January 2010—al Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden lectured the United States and other industrial nations on climate change and urged a dollar boycott in response to American “slavery,” in a fresh verbal assault broadcast Friday.

In the message aired on Al Jazeera television, possibly timed to coincide with the World Economic Forum in Davos, bin Laden said, “all industrial nations, mainly the big ones, are responsible for the crisis of global warming.”

“Discussing climate change is not an intellectual luxury, but a reality,” he said in the audio recording whose authenticity could not be immediately verified.

“This is a message to the whole world about those who are causing climate change, whether deliberately or not, and what we should do about that.”
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Biodiversity

As most people understand it: a cornucopia of twittering birds, fluttering butterflies, hoppity bunny rabbits, lions, tigers, and every tree or flower or bug you could possibly imagine, all merrily coexisting in a thriving, healthy, unspoilt world of Eden-like abundance.

As environmentalists understand it: another handy excuse for regulation, wealth redistribution, taxation, banning all commercial enterprise, sequestration by experts with khaki shirts and degrees in conservation biology, the assumption that humans are a less helpful, useful part of biodiversity than are dung beetles.






BIOFUELS

Ingenious green scheme whereby rainforests are replaced by palm oil plantations, and agricultural land is given over to ethanol production in order to protect the world from the deadly threat of plant food (a.k.a. CO2).

For environmentalists who support biofuels, it’s a win-win-win: orangutans and other rainforest creatures are killed and displaced, meaning more money for the World Wildlife Fund; indigenous jungle peoples are displaced, meaning more money for Survival International; ethanol mandates drive up the price of fuel, meaning more misery for evil car-driving capitalists; they also create food shortages in the Third World, thus helping to solve the Overpopulation (q.v.) problem.
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BIRD FLU

Deadly viral menace which, according to the World Health Organization’s official forecast, would result in between two million and 7.4 million dead. Bird flu, claimed a UN official in 2005, is “like a combination of global warming and HIV/AIDS 10 times faster than it’s running at the moment.”

Approximate total death toll of bird flu before it disappeared in around 2007: 200 dead.
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BLIND SALMON AND RABBITS (See OZONE LAYER)

“In Patagonia, hunters now report finding blind rabbits; fishermen catch blind salmon.”

—Al Gore, Earth In Balance

Gore attributed this to ozone depletion over southern Chile caused—of course—by evil man and his wanton use of underarm deodorant and refrigerators. Other calamities linked to the thinning ozone layer included disappearing frogs, eye-damaged sheep, and a rise of melanoma in humans. All of these claims turned out to be bunkum. The frogs were dying of a fungal disease; the sheep had viral pinkeye; the mortality rate from melanoma leveled off, even as the ozone hole continued to grow; the mystery of the blind rabbits and salmon remained a mystery, but they might have been blinded by the fierce, hot air, something like a global Sirocco, blowing from Al Gore.
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BLOGOSPHERE

If it weren’t for the Blogosphere, you wouldn’t be reading this book. Well, you might, but it would be called something like Lovely, Decent Greenies: A Pocket Celebration of the Wit, Wisdom, and Total Rightness of the Warm, Caring Environmental Movement.

That’s because, if you’re looking for criticism of environmentalism anywhere outside the internet, you can pretty much forget it. Sure, there’s the odd skeptical outpost—Canada’s National Post; Britain’s Mail, Express, and Sunday Telegraph; the Wall Street Journal; the Australian—but for the most part, the old print media fell to the Orcish green hordes long ago. As, too, did most of the TV channels from CNBC to the BBC to ABC.

How did this happen? What prompted the mainstream media to abandon all pretense of objectivity and decide to report on arguably the most contentious and far-reaching political issue of the age, with all the starry-eyed credulousness and hard-left bias of a brown-rice, tofu, and species-extinction seminar at the World Wildlife Fund?

Perhaps we’ll never know. What we can say with confidence though is that the public at large wouldn’t have even nearly so well-informed about the true nature of the debate if it hadn’t been for websites like Climate Audit, Watts Up with That, Jo Nova, No Frakking Consensus, Bishop Hill, No Tricks Zone, Tallbloke’s Talkshop, Small Dead Animals, and Ecotretas, to name but a few of the sceptical websites, large and small, across the world from Australia to Portugal, Canada to Germany, Britain to the United States, including the humble postings of one Delingpole, James, on a blog at the online Daily Telegraph.

Not since Gutenberg invented the printing press, perhaps, has the cause of openness and liberty made so spectacular a leap as it has as a result of the internet. And for much the same reasons. Before the printing press, knowledge—and, by extension, power—was the preserve of a self-serving, self-perpetuating elite. Afterwards, this jealously guarded information suddenly became free to a much wider and less reverential audience.

So it has been with the internet. No longer can the likes of Phil Jones and Michael Mann conceal their dodgy dealings behind the bastions of academe. Not in an age where an amateur sleuth such as Steve McIntyre now has the freedom to doublecheck their research, find it sorely wanting, and spread the news far and wide. So blog on!
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C
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CAMERON, JAMES

Movie director, environmental activist, best known for his epic Avatar, a.k.a. Dances with Smurfs.

“We are devastating habitat and biodiversity at a terrible rate. We are causing a global climate change that’s going to be absolutely devastating to the coral reefs.” Wow! Big-budget, blockbuster, epic-action movie directors: Is there anything they don’t know about the environment?

CANADA

Formerly: joke nation; “gentle giant” to the north of the United States; spawning ground for leftist One World Government fetishists such as Pierre Trudeau and Maurice Strong.

Today: the Helm’s Deep of Western civilization; spawning ground of mighty, climate-skeptic heroes like Steve McIntyre, Ross McKitrick, Terence Corcoran, Lawrence Solomon, Ezra Levant, Tim Ball, et al.; fearless defender of cheap energy and free markets against the green hordes, as shown by its unapologetic exploitation of its tar sands—now ingeniously rebranded “ethical oil.”
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CARBON CAPTURE AND SEQUESTRATION (CCS) (See also BIOFUELS; CARBON TRADING; ETC.)

Hare-brained, eye-wateringly expensive, and unproven technology whereby CO2 released from fossil fuel power stations is captured and buried beneath the ground.

Despite the expenditure of billions of dollars of taxpayers’ money in the United States on this thrillingly pointless scheme to bury millions of metric tons of CO2 beneath the soil, thus turning a harmless form of plant food into something potentially very dangerous, CCS has failed wherever it has been tried.

A 2010 U.S. government report found that to store the CO2 released by an average-sized fossil fuel power station would require reservoir space the size of a small U.S. state. Risks include pressure buildup and leakage.

So, possibly, the craziest green solution yet. Apart from all the other crazy green solutions.

[image: ]

CARBON TRADING

In 2011, the global Carbon Market Trading climbed to $176 billion. This made it worth about the same as total global wheat production in that year.
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