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    Persons attempting to find a motive in this narration will be prosecuted; persons attempting to find a moral in it will be banished; persons attempting to find a plot in it will be shot.

    By Order of the Author.

  


  YOUTH AND OLD AGE

  Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.

  The elastic heart of youth cannot be compressed into one constrained shape long at a time.

  Adam and Eve had many advantages but the principal one was, that they escaped teething.

  For the majority of us, the past is a regret, the future an experiment.

  When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I was twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years.

  Genius has no youth, but starts with the ripeness of age and old experience.

  I am an old man and have known a great many troubles, but most of them never happened.

  There is but one solitary thing about the past worth remembering and that is the fact that it is past—and can’t be restored.

  Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn’t do than by the ones you did do.

  At fifty a man can be an ass without being an optimist, but not an optimist without being an ass.

  The past may not repeat itself, but it sure does rhyme.

  What is human life? The first third is a good time; the rest is remembering it.

  Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been.

  The most interesting information comes from children, for they tell all they know and then stop.

  Life would be infinitely happier if we could only be born at the age of eighty and gradually approach eighteen.

  I was young and foolish then; now I am old and foolish.

  The man who is a pessimist before forty-eight knows too much; if he is an optimist after it he knows too little.

  Nothing that grieves us can be called little; by the eternal laws of proportion a child’s loss of a doll and a king’s loss of a crown are events of the same size.

  He had double chins all the way down to his stomach.

  When I was younger I could remember everything, whether it happened or not.

  Whatever a man’s age, he can reduce it by putting a bright-colored flower in his button-hole.

  All say, how hard it is to have to die—a strange complaint to come from the mouths of people who have had to live.

  Frankness is a jewel only the young can afford.

  When your friends begin to flatter you on how young you look, it’s a sure sign you’re getting old.

  The older we grow the greater becomes our wonder at how much ignorance one can contain without bursting one’s clothes.

  Get a bicycle. You will not regret it. If you live.

  There comes a time in every rightly constructed boy’s life that he has a raging desire to go somewhere and dig for hidden treasure.

  No real estate is permanently valuable but the grave.

  There is no sadder sight than a young pessimist.

  Now and then we had a hope that if we lived and were good, God would permit us to be pirates.

  It’s well enough for old folks to rise early, because they have done so many mean things all their lives they can’t sleep anyhow.

  A baby is an inestimable blessing and bother.

  Keep away from small people who try to belittle your ambition. Small people always do that, but the really great make you feel that you, too, can become great.

  Often, the less there is to justify a traditional custom, the harder it is to get rid of it.

  The only way to keep your health is to eat what you don’t want, drink what you don’t like, and do what you’d rather not.

  It isn’t so astonishing the number of things that I can remember, as the number of things that I can remember that aren’t so.

  We have not all had the good fortune to be ladies. We have not all been generals, or poets, or statesmen; but when the toast works down to the babies, we stand on common ground.


  EDUCATION

  You shouldn’t try to teach a pig to sing. You waste your time and it annoys the pig.

  Education consists mainly in what we have unlearned.

  What’s the use you learning to do right, when it’s troublesome to do right and ain’t no trouble to do wrong, and the wages is just the same?

  Never learn to do anything. If you don’t learn, you will always find someone else to do it for you.
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