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INTRODUCTION



When the first Prospect Handbook was published in 2001, it seemed like an audacious idea. Under founder Allan Simpson’s leadership, Baseball America had popularized organization Top 10 Prospects lists in the magazine, but the effort required to turn a Top 10 into a Top 30 for all 30 organizations required a massive amount of additional work.


But it was done. And what we found is that the reporting required to do a Top 30 not only gave fans a chance to read up on more of their team’s future big leaguers, but it also improved out Top 10s. Every year since then, we have figured out ways to do this book a little better. The amount of information we gathered to produce the 2018 Prospect Handbook would have been beyond our imagination when we produced the first book in 2001.


Now we update our Top 100 and Top 10s at midseason. That idea seemed nearly impossible a decade ago, but now it’s just a normal part of the Baseball America workflow.


We hope that the updates and tweaks we’ve made to this year’s edition will make this the best Prospect Handbook you’ve ever purchased. Next year will surely bring some additional tweaks.


The Prospect Handbook is the biggest project the Baseball America staff undertakes each year. We’re proud of that, and we want to make sure that it’s well worth your purchase. We hope you enjoy it as much as we enjoyed spending the past year watching players, talking to scouts and writing up these 900-plus reports.


J.J. COOPER AND MATT EDDY


EXECUTIVE EDITORS, BASEBALL AMERICA


A NOTE ABOUT THIS EDITION


Baseball America introduced BA Grades in the 2012 edition of the Prospect Handbook. Now for the first time, we grade all tools for the 300 players who rank as Top 10 Prospects, providing an quick overview of each player’s strengths and weaknesses. All grades are projected future grades.


We grade players’ tools on the 20-80 scouting scale, where 50 is average. A key to the abbreviations:






	Players


	 


	Pitchers*


	 







	HIT


	Ability to hit for average


	FB


	Fastball







	POW


	Power


	CB


	Curveball







	SPD


	Speed


	SL


	Slider







	FLD


	Fielding ability


	CHG


	Changeup







	ARM


	Throwing arm


	CTL


	Control








• Some pitchers receive a grade for OTH or “Other,” which is typically a cutter or splitter. In the case of Rays righthander Brent Honeywell it’s a screwball.


ALSO NEW IN THE 2018 EDITION:


• POSITION RANKINGS: Beginning on Page 13, we rank prospects at all eight field positions plus righthanded and lefthanded starting pitcher, all to at least 10 places. We know many fantasy and simulation league players make use of the Prospect Handbook to gain an edge, so we enhanced the book’s utility by grading prospects at each position. The Position Rankings supplant the personal Top 50 Prospects from previous editions.


• PROJECTED 2021 LINEUPS: Our crystal ball now includes players’ season ages in 2021. Find out if your team is building a dynasty.


• MORE SPACE FOR REPORTS: We budgeted an additional page for each chapter to give you more of what you value most: scouting reports. We also improved the readability of our reports by breaking them into the three familiar segments that appear in the magazine: Track Record, Scouting Report and The Future.




EDITOR’S NOTE: The transactions deadline for this book was Dec. 14, 2017. You can find players who changed organizations by using the handy index in the back. >> For the purposes of this book, a prospect is any player who has not exceeded 50 innings, 30 relief appearances or 130 at-bats in the major leagues, regardless of major league service time. Finally, the grades attached to each team’s draft class, as evaluated by Teddy Cahill, are based solely on the quality of the players signed, with no consideration given to any players acquired by trading those draft picks or for how many draft picks a team might have lost.








BA GRADES



For the seventh year in a row, Baseball America has assigned Grades and Risk Factors for each of the 900 prospects in the Prospect Handbook. For the BA Grade, we used a 20-to-80 scale, similar to the scale scouts use, to keep it familiar. However, most major league clubs put an overall numerical grade on players, called the Overall Future Potential or OFP. Often the OFP is merely an average of the player’s tools.




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





The BA Grade is not an OFP. It’s a measure of a prospect’s value, and it attempts to gauge the player’s realistic ceiling. We’ve continued to adjust our grades to try to be more realistic, and less optimistic, and keep refining the grade vetting process. The majority of the players in this book rest in the 50 High/45 Medium range, because the vast majority of worthwhile prospects in the minors are players who either have a chance to be everyday regulars but are far from that possibility, or players who are closer to the majors but who are likely to be role players and useful contributors. Few future franchise players or perennial all-stars graduate from the minors in any given year. The goal of the Grade/Risk system is to allow readers to take a quick look at how strong their team’s farm system is, and how much immediate help the big league club can expect from its prospect. Got a minor leaguer who was traded from one organization to the other after the book went to press? Use the player’s Grade/Risk and see where he would rank in his new system.


It also helps with our Organization Rankings, but those will not simply flow, in formulaic fashion, from the Grade/Risk results as we incorporate a lot of factors into our talent rankings including the differences in risk between pitchers and hitters. Hitters have a lower injury risk and therefore are safer bets




BA Grade Scale






	GRADE


	HITTER ROLE


	PITCHER ROLE


	EXAMPLES







	75-80


	Franchise Player


	No. 1 starter


	Mike Trout, Kris Byrant, Clayton Kershaw







	65-70


	Perennial All-Star


	No. 2 starter


	Freddie Freeman, Mookie Betts, Zack Greinke







	60


	Occasional All-Star


	No. 3 starter, Game’s best reliever


	Charlie Blackmon, Marcell Ozuna, Kenley Jansen







	55


	First Division Regular


	No. 3/No. 4 starter, Elite closer


	Jean Segura, Lance Lynn, Zach Britton







	50


	Solid Average Regular


	No. 4 starter, Elite set-up reliever


	Mike Leake, Mitch Moreland, Bryan Shaw







	45


	Second-Division Regular/Platoon


	No. 5 starter, Lower-leverage reliever


	Steve Pearce, Cory Spangenberg, Ricky Nolasco







	40


	Reserve


	Fill-in starter, relief specialist


	Andrew Romine, Craig Breslow, Chris Smith








RISK FACTORS


LOW: Likely to reach realistic ceiling, certain big league career barring injury.


MEDIUM: Some work left to refine their tools, but a polished player.


HIGH: Most top draft picks in their first seasons, players with plenty of projection left, players with a significant flaw left to correct or players whose injury history is worrisome.


VERY HIGH: Recent draft picks with a limited track record of success or injury issues.


EXTREME: Teenagers in Rookie ball, players with significant injury histories or players whose struggle with a key skill (especially control for pitchers or strikeout rate for hitters).






Explaining The 20-80 Scouting Scale


None of the authors of this book is a scout, but we all have spoken to plenty of scouts to report on the prospects and scouting reports enclosed in the Prospect Handbook. So we use their lingo, and the 20-80 scouting scale is part of that. Many of these grades are measurable data, such as fastball velocity and speed (usually timed from home to first or in workouts over 60 yards). A fastball grade doesn’t stem solely from its velocity—command and life are crucial elements as well—but throwing 100 mph will earn a player an 80 grade. Secondary pitches are graded in a similar fashion. The more swings-and-misses a pitch induces from hitters and the sharper the bite of the movement, the better the grade.


Velocity steadily has increased over the past decade. Not all that long ago an 88-91 mph fastball was considered major league average, but current data shows it is now below-average. Big league starting pitchers now sit 92-93 mph on average. You can reduce the scale by 1 mph for lefthanders as they on average throw with slightly reduced velocity. Fastballs earn their grades based on the average range of the pitch over the course of a typical outing, not touching or bumping the peak velocity on occasion.


A move to the bullpen complicates in another direction. Pitchers airing it out for one inning should throw harder than someone trying to last six or seven innings, so add 1-2 mph for relievers. Yes, nowadays an 80 fastball for a reliever needs to sit at 98-99 mph with some movement and command.


Hitting ability is as much a skill as it is a tool, but the physical elements—hand-eye coordination, swing mechanics, bat speed—are key factors in the hit tool grade. Raw power generally is measured by how far a player can hit the ball, but game power is graded by how many home runs the hitter projects to hit in the majors, preferably an average over the course of a career. We have tweaked our power grades based on the recent rise in home run rates.


Arm strength can be evaluated by observing the velocity and carry of throws, measured in workouts with radar guns or measured in games for catchers with pop times—the time it takes from the pop of the ball in the catcher’s mitt to the pop of the ball in the fielder’s glove at second base. Defense takes different factors into account by position but starts with proper footwork and technique, incorporates physical attributes such as hands, short-area quickness and fluid actions, then adds subtle skills such as instincts and anticipation as a last layer.


Not every team uses the wording below. Some use a 2-to-8 scale without half-grades, and others use above-average and plus synonymously. But for the Handbook, consider this BA’s 20-80 scale.


20: As bad as it gets for a big leaguer. Think R.A. Dickey’s fastball or Dee Gordon’s power.


30: Poor, but not unplayable, such as Coco Crisp’s arm or Joe Mauer’s power.


40: Below-average, such as Wilmer Flores’ defense, or Zach Davies’ fastball velocity.


45: Fringe-average. Mike Leake’s fastball, Tanner Roark’s control and Steven Vogt’s defense qualify.


50: Major league average. Aaron Nola’s fastball or Melky Cabrera’s power.


55: Above-average. Russell Martin’s power.


60: Plus. Joe Panik’s defense or Jon Lester’s control.


70: Plus-Plus. Among the best tools in the game, such as Corey Seager’s arm, Felix Hernandez’s changeup or Brandon Crawford’s defense.


80: Top of the scale. Some scouts consider only one player’s tool in all of the major leagues to be 80. Think Giancarlo Stanton’s power tool, Byron Buxton’s defense or Aroldis Chapman’s fastball.


20-80 Measurables


SPEED


60-Yard Dash Times (In Seconds)






	80


	< 6.44







	70


	6.45-6.64







	60


	6.65-6.84







	50


	6.85-6.99







	40


	7.00-7.24







	30


	7.25-7.44







	20


	> 7.45








SPEED


Home-First (In Secs.) RHH—LHH






	80


	4.00—3.90







	70


	4.10—4.00







	65


	4.15—4.05







	60


	4.20—4.10







	55


	4.25—4.15







	50


	4.30—4.20







	45


	4.35—4.25







	40


	4.40—4.30







	30


	4.50—4.40







	20


	4.60—4.50








POWER


Grade Home Runs






	80


	45+







	70


	35-44







	65


	30-34







	60


	25-29







	55


	21-24







	50


	18-20







	45


	15-17







	40


	10-14







	30


	5-9







	20


	0-4








FASTBALL


Velocity (Starters)






	Grade


	Velocity







	80


	97+ mph







	70


	96







	65


	95







	60


	94







	55


	93







	50


	91-92







	45


	90







	40


	88-89







	30


	86-87







	20


	85 or less








ARM STRENGTH


Catcher: Pop Times To Second Base (In Seconds)






	80


	< 1.74







	70


	1.75-1.84







	60


	1.85-1.94







	50


	1.95-2.04







	40


	2.05-2.14







	30


	2.15-2.24







	20


	> 2.25











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



AN OVERVIEW


Another feature of the Prospect Handbook is a depth chart of every organization’s minor league talent. This shows you at a glance what kind of talent a system has and provides even more prospects beyond the Top 30.


Players are usually listed on the depth charts where we think they’ll ultimately end up. To help you better understand why players are slotted at particular positions, we show you here what scouts look for in the ideal candidate at each spot, with individual tools ranked in descending order.
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POSITION RANKINGS



For the first time in this edition of the Prospect Handbook—our 18th—we include position rankings for all eight field positions plus righthanded and lefthanded starting pitchers. The rankings go deeper at the glamor positions, i.e. shortstop, center field and righthanded starter.


We grade players’ tools on the 20-80 scouting scale, where 50 is average. The tools listed for position players are ability to hit for average (HIT), power (POW), speed (SPD), fielding ability (FLD) and throwing arm (ARM). The tools listed for pitchers are fastball (FB), curveball (CB), slider (SL), changeup (CHG), other (OTH) and control (CTL). The “other” category can be a splitter, cutter or screwball.


Included as the final categories are BA Grades and Risk levels on a scale ranging from Low to Extreme.


CATCHER






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	SPD


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Francisco Mejia


	Indians


	60


	45


	40


	50


	80


	60


	Medium







	2.


	Keibert Ruiz


	Dodgers


	60


	45


	40


	55


	50


	60


	High







	3.


	Carson Kelly


	Cardinals


	50


	50


	20


	70


	60


	50


	Low







	4.


	Chance Sisco


	Orioles


	60


	45


	40


	50


	50


	50


	Medium







	5.


	Zack Collins


	White Sox


	45


	60


	20


	50


	45


	55


	High







	6.


	Alex Jackson


	Braves


	40


	60


	40


	45


	60


	55


	High







	7.


	Sean Murphy


	Athletics


	45


	50


	30


	55


	70


	50


	High







	8.


	Danny Jansen


	Blue Jays


	55


	40


	30


	45


	50


	50


	High







	9.


	Will Smith


	Dodgers


	45


	45


	55


	60


	60


	50


	High







	10.


	Andrew Knizner


	Cardinals


	55


	50


	30


	50


	50


	50


	High








FIRST BASE






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	SPD


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Jake Bauers


	Rays


	60


	55


	50


	55


	45


	55


	Medium







	2.


	Yordan Alvarez


	Astros


	55


	60


	50


	50


	45


	60


	High







	3.


	Ryan McMahon


	Rockies


	60


	55


	45


	50


	55


	50


	Medium







	4.


	Pavin Smith


	D-backs


	60


	50


	40


	50


	45


	55


	High







	5.


	Evan White


	Mariners


	60


	50


	60


	70


	60


	55


	High







	6.


	Bobby Bradley


	Indians


	50


	70


	20


	45


	50


	55


	Very High







	7.


	Nick Pratto


	Royals


	60


	55


	45


	60


	55


	55


	Extreme







	8.


	Peter Alonso


	Mets


	50


	60


	30


	30


	40


	50


	High







	9.


	Gavin Sheets


	White Sox


	50


	60


	30


	50


	50


	50


	High







	10.


	Brendan McKay


	Rays


	60


	50


	30


	55


	60


	50


	High








SECOND BASE






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	SPD


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Scott Kingery


	Phillies


	60


	55


	60


	50


	45


	60


	Medium







	2.


	Luis Urias


	Padres


	70


	40


	50


	60


	55


	55


	Medium







	3.


	Keston Hiura


	Brewers


	60


	55


	45


	45


	45


	60


	High







	4.


	Isaac Paredes


	Tigers


	55


	50


	40


	50


	55


	50


	High







	5.


	Isan Diaz


	Brewers


	45


	55


	45


	50


	50


	50


	High







	6.


	Nick Solak


	Yankees


	55


	45


	55


	50


	45


	50


	High







	7.


	Shed Long


	Reds


	55


	50


	45


	45


	55


	50


	High







	8.


	Garrett Hampson


	Rockies


	55


	40


	60


	55


	50


	45


	Medium







	9.


	Max Schrock


	Cardinals


	55


	40


	50


	50


	45


	45


	Medium







	10.


	Marco Hernandez


	Red Sox


	50


	40


	60


	50


	50


	45


	Medium








THIRD BASE






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	SPD


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Vladimir Guerrero Jr


	Blue Jays


	80


	70


	40


	40


	55


	75


	High







	2.


	Nick Senzel


	Reds


	60


	60


	55


	60


	60


	65


	Medium







	3.


	Austin Riley


	Braves


	50


	60


	40


	55


	70


	55


	Medium







	4.


	Miguel Andujar


	Yankees


	55


	55


	40


	50


	60


	55


	Medium







	5.


	Michael Chavis


	Red Sox


	50


	60


	45


	45


	55


	55


	Medium







	6.


	Ke’Bryan Hayes


	Pirates


	60


	45


	50


	60


	60


	55


	High







	7.


	Jake Burger


	White Sox


	50


	60


	30


	45


	55


	55


	High







	8.


	Lucas Erceg


	Brewers


	50


	55


	45


	55


	60


	55


	Very High







	9.


	Nolan Jones


	Indians


	55


	60


	50


	50


	60


	55


	Very High







	10.


	Colton Welker


	Rockies


	55


	50


	50


	50


	55


	50


	High









SHORTSTOP






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	SPD


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Gleyber Torres


	Yankees


	60


	55


	40


	60


	60


	65


	Medium







	2.


	Fernando Tatis Jr.


	Padres


	60


	60


	50


	55


	60


	65


	High







	3.


	Bo Bichette


	Blue Jays


	70


	60


	50


	45


	60


	65


	High







	4.


	J.P. Crawford


	Phillies


	60


	45


	50


	55


	60


	60


	Medium







	5.


	Willy Adames


	Rays


	55


	45


	50


	60


	60


	60


	Medium







	6.


	Brendan Rodgers


	Rockies


	60


	55


	50


	55


	60


	65


	High







	7.


	Royce Lewis


	Twins


	60


	55


	60


	60


	55


	65


	Very High







	8.


	Franklin Barreto


	Athletics


	60


	50


	55


	50


	50


	55


	Medium







	9.


	Jorge Mateo


	Athletics


	50


	45


	80


	50


	55


	55


	High







	10.


	Nick Gordon


	Twins


	55


	45


	55


	50


	60


	50


	Medium







	11.


	Andres Gimenez


	Mets


	55


	40


	50


	60


	60


	55


	High







	12.


	Kevin Maitan


	Angels


	60


	60


	40


	40


	60


	60


	Extreme







	13.


	Wander Javier


	Twins


	50


	50


	60


	55


	70


	60


	Extreme







	14.


	Wander Franco


	Rays


	55


	55


	50


	55


	50


	60


	Extreme







	15.


	Carter Kieboom


	Nationals


	55


	55


	50


	45


	50


	55


	Very High







	16.


	Aramis Ademan


	Cubs


	55


	50


	50


	55


	50


	55


	Very High







	17.


	Kevin Newman


	Pirates


	60


	30


	55


	50


	50


	45


	Medium







	18.


	Jazz Chisholm


	D-backs


	50


	45


	55


	55


	60


	55


	Extreme







	19.


	Cole Tucker


	Pirates


	55


	40


	60


	55


	55


	50


	High







	20.


	Gabriel Arias


	Padres


	50


	45


	50


	60


	70


	55


	Extreme








CENTER FIELD






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	SPD


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Ronald Acuna


	Braves


	60


	70


	70


	70


	60


	70


	Medium







	2.


	Victor Robles


	Nationals


	60


	50


	70


	60


	60


	65


	Medium







	3.


	Lewis Brinson


	Brewers


	55


	60


	60


	55


	60


	60


	Medium







	4.


	Estevan Florial


	Yankees


	50


	55


	70


	60


	70


	65


	Very High







	5.


	Alex Verdugo


	Dodgers


	60


	50


	50


	55


	70


	55


	Medium







	6.


	Austin Meadows


	Pirates


	60


	55


	60


	60


	50


	60


	High







	7.


	Anthony Alford


	Blue Jays


	50


	50


	60


	60


	40


	55


	Medium







	8.


	Monte Harrison


	Brewers


	50


	55


	60


	55


	60


	60


	Very High







	9.


	Leody Taveras


	Rangers


	55


	50


	60


	60


	60


	60


	Very High







	10.


	Jo Adell


	Angels


	60


	70


	70


	55


	60


	60


	Extreme







	11.


	Luis Robert


	White Sox


	55


	60


	70


	50


	60


	60


	Extreme







	12.


	Heliot Ramos


	Giants


	50


	60


	60


	55


	55


	60


	Extreme







	13.


	Brett Phillips


	Brewers


	50


	55


	60


	60


	80


	50


	Medium







	14.


	Dustin Fowler


	Athletics


	55


	50


	60


	60


	50


	55


	High







	15.


	Jahmai Jones


	Angels


	50


	55


	60


	55


	50


	55


	High







	16.


	Cristian Pache


	Braves


	50


	40


	80


	70


	55


	55


	High







	17.


	Jeren Kendall


	Dodgers


	50


	50


	70


	70


	60


	55


	Very High







	18.


	Magneuris Sierra


	Marlins


	50


	30


	70


	60


	60


	50


	High







	19.


	Daz Cameron


	Tigers


	45


	50


	55


	55


	50


	50


	High







	20.


	Mickey Moniak


	Phillies


	55


	40


	60


	50


	60


	50


	High








CORNER OUTFIELD






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	SPD


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Eloy Jimenez


	White Sox


	60


	70


	45


	50


	45


	70


	High







	2.


	Kyle Tucker


	Astros


	60


	60


	50


	55


	50


	60


	Medium







	3.


	Austin Hays


	Orioles


	60


	60


	50


	55


	60


	60


	Medium







	4.


	Willie Calhoun


	Rangers


	60


	70


	30


	30


	40


	55


	Medium







	5.


	Taylor Trammell


	Reds


	55


	60


	60


	55


	40


	60


	High







	6.


	Jesus Sanchez


	Rays


	60


	55


	55


	50


	50


	60


	High







	7.


	Juan Soto


	Nationals


	60


	60


	50


	55


	50


	60


	Very High







	8.


	Kyle Lewis


	Mariners


	55


	60


	50


	55


	55


	60


	Very High







	9.


	Brent Rooker


	Twins


	50


	60


	50


	50


	50


	55


	High







	10.


	Tyler O’Neill


	Cardinals


	45


	70


	50


	50


	55


	50


	Medium









RIGHTHANDER






	No


	Pitcher


	Team


	FB


	CB


	SL


	CHG


	OTH


	CTL


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Shohei Ohtani


	Angels


	80


	45


	60


	—


	70*


	55


	75


	Medium







	2.


	Walker Buehler


	Dodgers


	70


	60


	60


	40


	—


	55


	65


	Medium







	3.


	Michael Kopech


	White Sox


	80


	—


	60


	50


	—


	45


	65


	Medium







	4.


	Mitch Keller


	Pirates


	70


	60


	—


	50


	—


	60


	65


	Medium







	5.


	Alex Reyes


	Cardinals


	80


	70


	—


	60


	—


	50


	70


	High







	6.


	Brent Honeywell


	Rays


	70


	55


	55


	60


	70^


	60


	65


	Medium







	7.


	Forrest Whitley


	Astros


	70


	60


	60


	55


	50†


	55


	65


	High







	8.


	Sixto Sanchez


	Phillies


	70


	55


	—


	60


	—


	60


	65


	High







	9.


	Mike Soroka


	Braves


	60


	—


	60


	55


	—


	60


	60


	Medium







	10.


	Kyle Wright


	Braves


	70


	60


	60


	55


	—


	50


	65


	High







	11.


	Michel Baez


	Padres


	70


	55


	55


	60


	—


	60


	65


	Extreme







	12.


	Hunter Greene


	Reds


	80


	—


	55


	50


	—


	55


	65


	Extreme







	13.


	Cal Quantrill


	Padres


	60


	45


	50


	70


	—


	50


	60


	High







	14.


	Triston McKenzie


	Indians


	60


	60


	—


	55


	—


	55


	60


	High







	15.


	Franklin Perez


	Tigers


	60


	60


	45


	50


	—


	60


	60


	High







	16.


	Ian Anderson


	Braves


	60


	60


	—


	55


	—


	50


	60


	High







	17.


	Alex Faedo


	Tigers


	60


	—


	60


	60


	—


	55


	60


	High







	18.


	Brandon Woodruff


	Brewers


	60


	—


	60


	60


	—


	55


	55


	Medium







	19.


	Jack Flaherty


	Cardinals


	60


	50


	55


	50


	—


	55


	55


	Medium







	20.


	Mitchell White


	Dodgers


	60


	55


	60


	45


	—


	50


	60


	High







	21.


	Chance Adams


	Yankees


	60


	45


	60


	45


	—


	50


	55


	Medium







	22.


	Albert Abreu


	Yankees


	70


	60


	—


	55


	—


	50


	60


	High







	23.


	Sandy Alcantara


	Marlins


	70


	50


	50


	40


	—


	45


	55


	Medium







	24.


	Corbin Burnes


	Brewers


	60


	60


	55


	50


	—


	55


	55


	Medium







	25.


	Anderson Espinoza


	Padres


	70


	55


	—


	70


	—


	50


	65


	Extreme







	26.


	Matt Manning


	Tigers


	60


	60


	—


	60


	—


	45


	60


	Very High







	27.


	Jorge Guzman


	Marlins


	80


	—


	50


	50


	—


	50


	60


	Very High







	28.


	Tyler Mahle


	Reds


	60


	40


	50


	50


	—


	60


	50


	Medium







	29.


	Erick Fedde


	Nationals


	60


	45


	60


	55


	—


	50


	50


	Medium







	30.


	Jon Duplantier


	D-backs


	60


	55


	60


	50


	—


	60


	55


	High







	31.


	Alec Hansen


	White Sox


	70


	55


	40


	55


	—


	45


	55


	High







	32.


	Yadier Alvarez


	Dodgers


	70


	—


	55


	40


	—


	40


	55


	High







	33.


	Adonis Medina


	Phillies


	60


	—


	55


	60


	—


	55


	55


	High







	34.


	Riley Pint


	Rockies


	70


	60


	50


	60


	—


	45


	60


	Extreme







	35.


	Dane Dunning


	White Sox


	60


	—


	60


	55


	—


	55


	55


	High







	36.


	Hunter Harvey


	Orioles


	70


	60


	—


	50


	—


	50


	60


	Extreme







	37.


	Shane Baz


	Pirates


	70


	55


	55


	50


	—


	50


	60


	Extreme







	38.


	Luis Ortiz


	Brewers


	60


	—


	60


	50


	—


	50


	55


	High







	39.


	J.B. Bukauskas


	Astros


	60


	—


	70


	40


	—


	50


	55


	High







	40.


	Hans Crouse


	Rangers


	70


	—


	60


	45


	—


	60


	60


	Extreme








* Splitter. ^ Screwball. † Cutter.


LEFTHANDER






	No


	Pitcher


	Team


	FB


	CB


	SL


	CHG


	OTH


	CTL


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Luiz Gohara


	Braves


	80


	—


	70


	45


	—


	45


	65


	High







	2.


	MacKenzie Gore


	Padres


	60


	60


	55


	60


	—


	60


	65


	Extreme







	3.


	A.J. Puk


	Athletics


	70


	—


	60


	50


	—


	45


	60


	High







	4.


	Justus Sheffield


	Yankees


	70


	—


	55


	55


	—


	50


	60


	High







	5.


	Kolby Allard


	Braves


	50


	60


	—


	60


	—


	60


	55


	Medium







	6.


	Adrian Morejon


	Padres


	60


	50


	—


	60


	—


	55


	60


	High







	7.


	Jay Groome


	Red Sox


	60


	60


	—


	50


	—


	50


	65


	Extreme







	8.


	Brendan McKay


	Rays


	55


	60


	55


	55


	—


	55


	60


	High







	9.


	Max Fried


	Braves


	60


	60


	—


	45


	—


	45


	60


	Very High







	10.


	Anthony Banda


	D-backs


	60


	55


	—


	55


	—


	50


	50


	Medium







	11.


	Trevor Rogers


	Marlins


	60


	45


	55


	45


	—


	50


	60


	Extreme







	12.


	JoJo Romero


	Phillies


	55


	55


	45


	55


	—


	60


	55


	High







	13.


	David Peterson


	Mets


	50


	40


	55


	50


	—


	60


	55


	High







	14.


	Logan Allen


	Padres


	55


	50


	—


	60


	—


	50


	55


	High







	15.


	Cole Ragans


	Rangers


	55


	50


	—


	60


	—


	50


	55


	Very High











TALENT RANKINGS







	Team


	2017


	2016


	2015


	2014


	2013







	1. Atlanta Braves


	1


	3


	29


	26


	21







	New general manager Alex Anthopoulos inherits a farm system deep in pitching prospects and that has a nice mix of potential impact bats as well, led by center fielder Ronald Acuna. Not all the Braves’ pitching prospects are going to pan out, but they have the numbers to make up for the expected attrition.







	2. New York Yankees


	3


	16


	19


	18


	11







	It’s hard to pull off a quick sell-off and rebuild better than the Yankees did. With a young core of talent in place in New York, the Yankees now have an incredibly deep and varied group of young players coming up behind them to fill out the lineup, rotation and bullpen as well as provide trade chips.







	3. San Diego Padres


	9


	25


	14


	6


	15







	The Padres spent more to acquire their 2016 international signing class than they did to pay their actual big league roster in 2017. The payoff won’t come for several years, but the Padres have more high-risk, high-upside prospects than anyone else, along with enviable depth.







	4. Chicago White Sox


	5


	23


	20


	24


	29







	The White Sox executed a sell-off in 2016 that brought in a much-needed influx of talent. Yoan Moncada’s graduation hurts their standing, but the system still has an impressive core of young talent. Chicago’s depth of potential impact talent, though, is a bit short compared with other top farm systems.







	5. Tampa Bay Rays


	11


	13


	17


	20


	4







	The Rays love to be patient in developing their top prospects. Righthander Brent Honeywell and shortstop Willy Adames got plenty of minor league seasoning, and the system has impressive depth beyond its top prospects.







	6. Milwaukee Brewers


	8


	9


	21


	29


	22







	The Brewers graduated top pitching prospect Josh Hader during their surprising run at a playoff spot in 2017. An entire wave of prospects will follow him in 2018. The Milwaukee system is more impressive for its depth than for any one or two top prospects, but it has a lot of players with plausible paths to being big league regulars.







	7. Philadelphia Phillies


	6


	8


	22


	22


	23







	Top 10 Prospects J.P. Crawford, Scott Kingery and Jorge Alfaro will likely step into significant big league roles at some point in 2018, and a number of talented pitchers have pooled at the lower levels of the system. What Philadelphia needs is for some of its young hitters, like Mickey Moniak and Adam Haseley, to take steps forward.







	8. Toronto Blue Jays


	20


	24


	9


	15


	12







	Given a choice between depth or stars, teams would rather have stars, and few can match up with the Blue Jays’ dynamic duo of Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and Bo Bichette. Those two give Toronto a pair of potential cornerstone bats to build around despite not having great depth throughout the system.







	9. Los Angeles Dodgers


	2


	1


	3


	14


	19







	The Dodgers wrap up a fourth consecutive top 10 showing in our talent ranking as they continue to produce big league-ready prospects year after year. Corey Seager and Julio Urias were followed by Cody Bellinger and Austin Barnes, who will now be followed by Alex Verdugo and Walker Buehler.







	10. Cincinnati Reds


	13


	12


	16


	16


	14







	Nick Senzel, Hunter Greene and Taylor Trammell is a trio of prospects any team would be proud to have at the top of its ranking. The graduation of righthander Luis Castillo keeps the Reds from ranking higher, but the team has a large number of high-upside players surrounded by safer, lower-ceiling bats.







	11. Houston Astros


	4


	2


	10


	5


	9







	Even after trading away three notable prospects to land Justin Verlander, the World Series champs still have a system with elite prospects and plenty of depth, especially when it comes to young, projectable pitchers. Houston’s deep big league roster makes it hard for a group of decent Triple-A prospects to break through, so the Astros also have some surplus to trade.







	12. Minnesota Twins


	22


	10


	2


	3


	10







	Picking at the top of the draft has its benefits. Selecting prep shortstop Royce Lewis No. 1 overall was a big addition to a system that has a number of future big leaguers. Minnesota’s best prospects are spread from Triple-A to the lowest levels of Rookie ball, so it’s going to be a steady stream rather than one big wave of prospects arriving.







	13. St. Louis Cardinals


	12


	14


	15


	7


	1







	Recent trades drop the Cardinals to a middle-of-the-pack ranking, but St. Louis still has exceptional depth of outfields and righthanded pitchers. This is an unbalanced farm system with clear strengths and weaknesses. That’s OK, because a few clever trades can quickly fill holes.







	14. Los Angeles Angels


	30


	30


	27


	30


	18







	The signing of 23-year-old Japanese star Shohei Ohtani changed everything for an already-improving Angels system. The Angels haven’t had a truly elite prospect since the days of Mike Trout. Ohtani changes that, while Jo Adell, Jahmai Jones and Brandon Marsh make for a high-upside outfield trio..







	15. Washington Nationals


	19


	5


	12


	21


	16







	The Nationals had the prospect talent to acquire relievers to help fix their bullpen problems in 2017. They have the ammunition to make moves again in 2018, but Victor Robles and Juan Soto are the kind of prospects teams usually find a way to keep. A pitching-heavy 2017 draft helped add arms to a system in need of them.







	
16. Pittsburgh Pirates



	7


	11


	7


	1


	8







	Pittsburgh is truly at a crossroads. The big league club can’t match the talent of the Cubs and others in the National League Central, but the farm system isn’t as deep or strong as others, either. The Pirates need to spend to bulk up the big league team—or sell off and rebuild.







	17. Baltimore Orioles


	27


	27


	28


	12


	17







	This is the first time the Orioles have cracked the top 20 since Dylan Bundy and Jonathan Schoop were top prospects heading into 2014. Outfielder Austin Hays’ emergence was a huge boost, but recent pitching draftees, such as Cody Sedlock and Keegan Akin, need to take step forward in 2018.







	18. Oakland Athletics


	17


	18


	19


	23


	25







	The A’s could vastly exceed this ranking, but the riskiness of the system’s prospects is significant. Most of Oakland’s top prospects have high ceilings but also considerable drawbacks. For example, Dustin Fowler, Jesus Luzardo and James Kaprielian have had major injuries.







	19. Colorado Rockies


	10


	6


	8


	11


	20







	The Rockies 10-spot drop in the ranking this year should be lauded. They saw four members of last year’s Top 10 Prospects—Jeff Hoffman, German Marquez, Kyle Freeland and Antonio Senzatela—graduate to the rotation and help push Colorado to the playoffs. Even without those arms, Brendan Rodgers is a strong No. 1 prospect.







	20. Detroit Tigers


	25


	26


	30


	28


	27







	The Tigers’ rebuild sped up with the Justin Verlander trade that netted them three of their Top 10 Prospects—Franklin Perez, Jake Rogers and Daz Cameron. Detroit has a nice group of pitching prospects coming up through the minors, but it needs to add more position players who can be pencilled into a future big league lineup.







	21. Cleveland Indians


	18


	17


	23


	17


	24







	The Indians have two top prospects in Francisco Mejia and Triston McKenzie, but after that there is a large group of good but not great talent. The Indians’ excellent player development staff will likely help a few of them exceed expectations, a la Yan Gomes and Jose Ramirez.







	22. Texas Rangers


	23


	7


	11


	9


	3







	Texas’ attempts to stay in the playoff hunt in recent years understandably cost some prospects, but the Yu Darvish trade last year brought back new No. 1 prospect Willie Calhoun. Still, the Rangers don’t have a lot left in their system as they try to keep up in a very competitive American League West.







	23. Boston Red Sox


	14


	4


	5


	2


	6







	Year after year the Red Sox have produced big league regulars, which explains why they ranked in the top 10 in four of the past five years. That talent pipeline is starting to slow down with president of baseball operations Dave Dombrowski quite happy to trade prospects, even elite ones, for big leaguers.







	24. Miami Marlins


	29


	29


	25


	27


	5







	The Marlins were in consideration for the bottom spot in this ranking when the offseason began. The Giancarlo Stanton, Marcell Ozuna and Dee Gordon trades helped turn what was a barren system into one with a respectable top 10 that still lacks in depth.







	25. San Francisco Giants


	24


	19


	26


	19


	28







	The Giants usually have a number of unheralded prospects who end up putting together solid big league careers. That is still true, but it’s hard to find impact big leaguers once you get past the very top of the list.







	26. Arizona Diamondbacks


	28


	22


	6


	13


	7







	The D-backs were able to acquire impact bat J.D. Martinez at a modest price at the 2017 trade deadline. It shows they have the prospect ammunition to help the big league team, but there aren’t many prospects on the farm right now who project as big league regulars in Phoenix any time soon.







	27. New York Mets


	15


	15


	4


	10


	26







	It wasn’t that long ago the Mets’ system was filled with elite pitching prospects. That group helped them to a World Series appearance in 2015, but when the Mets need reinforcements now, they don’t have much in the way of either position players or pitchers available to help.







	28. Chicago Cubs


	16


	20


	1


	4


	13







	Just a few years ago, the Cubs had a farm system to envy, and that group of players has already led the Cubs to the 2016 World Series title and three straight seasons of 90 or more wins. But the system now is as fallow as it has been in years because of graduations and trades (Gleyber Torres, Eloy Jimenez) to keep the club rolling.







	29. Kansas City Royals


	26


	21


	13


	8


	18







	Now the rebuild begins. After riding the “Blue Wave” to back-to-back World Series appearances and a 2015 title, the Royals have to start over. Right now they don’t have a clear Top 100 Prospect, and a needed infusion of first-round draft picks will likely begin in 2018.







	30. Seattle Mariners


	21


	28


	24


	25


	2







	The Mariners have traded Tyler O’Neill, Luiz Gohara, Nick Neidert and many others in the past year with little to show for it. The push to improve the big league club has left the farm system nearly desolate after its top three.











Arizona Diamondbacks
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BY NICK PIECORO


When he landed the job in October 2016, new D-backs general manager Mike Hazen inherited one of the worst farm systems in baseball––a farm system that was ranked dead last by some publications. Rather than dispute it, Hazen owned it, and vowed that under his watch the organization needed to get better.


Hazen’s first year on the job went exceedingly well at the big league level. The club won 93 games (and the Wild Card Game) and advanced to the postseason for the first time in six years, finishing as one of baseball’s more pleasant surprises. A little more under-the-radar was how encouraging a year it was from a player development standpoint.


In addition to the three college bats they nabbed with their first three picks in the 2017 draft and the $2.5 million they spent in the international market on toolsy Bahamian slugger Kristian Robinson, the D-backs watched as several prospects began to blossom in their system.


Righthander Jon Duplantier showed the makings of a frontline starter. Outfielder Marcus Wilson converted his tools into performance. Righty Yoan Lopez emerged from oblivion to display late-inning potential. Little known outfielders Eduardo Diaz and Gabriel Maciel popped up. Righthander Sam McWilliams started to look like a future starter.


The D-backs system still has a ways to go, something Hazen continues to acknowledge, but it’s no longer necessary to squint as hard in order to see contributors on the horizon.


In order to add to the big league roster before the trade deadline, Hazen peeled away from his farm system, but he managed to land slugger J.D. Martinez, utility infielder Adam Rosales and reliever David Hernandez without parting with his best prospects.


Scouting director Deric Ladnier survived the regime change, and with assistant GM Amiel Sawdaye and analytics director Mike Fitzgerald involved, the club began incorporating analytics in the draft in a far more significant way. Ladnier, who has overseen 11 drafts, the first eight coming with the Royals, called it the best and most comprehensive process he’s ever been a part of.


In first baseman Pavin Smith (first round), third baseman Drew Ellis (second) and catcher Daulton Varsho (supplemental second), the D-backs’ draft class produced three advanced college bats with the upside of everyday regulars. In third-round righthander Matt Tabor, they also landed a high school arm with rotation potential.


The D-backs remain in a tricky spot. They have a roster built to win now. It’s filled with prime-age players whose years of control are dwindling and whose salaries are rising. Paul Goldschmidt can become a free agent after 2019. A.J. Pollock and Patrick Corbin are free agents after 2018. Jake Lamb and Robbie Ray are just entering their arbitration years.
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Paul Goldschmidt launched 36 home runs in 2017 to finish third in NL MVP balloting.





PROJECTED 2021 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Daulton Varsho (24)







	First Base


	Paul Goldschmidt (33)







	Second Base


	Brandon Drury (28)







	Third Base


	Jake Lamb (30)







	Shortstop


	Ketel Marte (27)







	Left Field


	Pavin Smith (25)







	Center Field


	A.J. Pollock (33)







	Right Field


	David Peralta (33)







	No. 1 Starter


	Zack Greinke (37)







	No. 2 Starter


	Robbie Ray (29)







	No. 3 Starter


	Taijuan Walker (28)







	No. 4 Starter


	Jon Duplantier (26)







	No. 5 Starter


	Anthony Banda (27)







	Closer


	Archie Bradley (28)








Below those players, the D-backs have a farm system with most of its impact players still several years away from maturation. They still need to bridge that gap between the current crop and the next one. For Hazen, Sawdaye and assistant GM Jared Porter, it will be a balancing act to keep the window of contention open without sacrificing long-term sustainability.





DEPTH CHART



ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS


TOP 2018 ROOKIE: Jimmie Sherfy, RHP. The undersized but hard-throwing reliever has a leg up for a big league bullpen spot.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: Sam McWilliams, RHP. Athletic and projectable, he flashes three plus pitches, and the 6-foot-7 righty started to find consistency in his delivery in 2017.


SLEEPER: Jordan Watson, LHP. The 2016 NAIA strikeout leader missed most of 2017 following Tommy John surgery. Now healthy, he has a fastball in the low 90s and a curveball that some scouts say is plus-plus.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	23


	Acquired


	6







	College


	10


	Trades


	4







	Junior college


	0


	Rule 5 draft


	0







	High school


	5


	Independent leagues


	1







	Nondrafted free agents


	0


	Free agents/waivers


	1







	International


	8
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DRAFT ANALYSIS



2017


BEST PURE HITTER: The D-backs loved 1B Pavin Smith’s (1) ability to handle the bat at Virginia and took him with the seventh overall pick. He showed them what they expected in the short-season Northwest League, where he hit .318/.401/.415 with more walks (27) than strikeouts (24).


BEST POWER HITTER: Both 3B Drew Ellis (2) and C Daulton Varsho (2s) qualify. Ellis likely has more raw power than Varsho, but Varsho has gotten to his power more regularly thanks to a higher average and speed that allows him to hit for extra bases as well. He led the Northwest League with a .534 slugging percentage in his debut.


FASTEST RUNNER: OF Tra’Mayne Holmes (11) is a plus-plus runner. He went 59-for-69 in stolen base attempts at Faulkner (Ala.) this spring. He’ll need to make some adjustments at the pro level, but still went 12-for-17 in his pro debut.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Scouts had some doubts about Ellis as an amateur, but he impressed the D-backs with plus hands, instincts and arm strength. Club officials say he has largely avoided rushing on challenging plays.


BEST FASTBALL: RHP Matt Brill (12) has touched 99 mph regularly. The explosive pitch helped him strike out 25 batters in 20.1 relief innings in the short-season Northwest League. Other notable fastballs include RHP Matt Tabor (3), who touches 97, and RHP Brian Shaffer (6), whose low-90s fastball has great life.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH:, Tabor is in the conversation here with a plus changeup, but RHP Harrison Francis (4) tops him with a changeup of his own that is a plus-plus offering.


BEST PRO DEBUT: Varsho showed more power than Smith to earn the nod while hitting .311/.368/.534, ranking fifth in the NWL in batting and first in slugging. Brill posted a 0.89 ERA for short-season Hillsboro.


BEST ATHLETE: The D-backs are excited about the overall toolset that Holmes offers, but he’ll have to figure out some of the intricacies of the game before he’s able to make the most of them. The speed is obvious and gives him a chance to be an impact defender in center.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: Varsho is the son of former big leaguer Gary Varsho, who played for the Cubs, Pirates, Reds and Phillies over an eight-year career. Ellis starred in the 2008 Little League World Series, primarily as a pitcher. Unsigned RHP Cole Percival (31) will play at UC Riverside for his father Troy Percival.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: Even though the D-backs are set in the big leagues with Paul Goldschmidt at first, Smith has the offensive polish to make short work of the minor leagues.


BEST LATE-ROUND PICK: The D-backs were going to take C Dominic Miroglio (20) in the 2016 draft, but the Rays popped him in the 16th round. He didn’t sign and Arizona was able to land him a year later. He hit .317/.384/.430 with 14 walks and eight strikeouts in his pro debut, though he was old for the Rookie-level Pioneer League. The D-backs see him as a leader with plus defensive skills who can catch and throw and potentially turn into an everyday player.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: The D-backs liked LHP Tarik Skubal (29), but didn’t have the cap room to keep him from returning to Seattle for his redshirt junior year as he bounces back from Tommy John surgery. Prior to his injury, Skubal had posted a 2.86 ERA in 126 innings for Seattle, with 118 strikeouts and 44 walks.


—CARLOS COLLAZO


2016


RHP Jon Duplantier (3) led the minor leagues in ERA in a strong first full professional season, but top pick OF Anfernee Grier (1s) struggled at low Class A. Prep hitters C Andy Yerzy (2) and 3B Joey Rose (5) showed some upside.


GRADE: C


2015


This draft will likely all come down to what SS Dansby Swanson (1) does in Atlanta and he’s coming off a disappointing rookie season. RHP Taylor Clarke (3) is the D-backs best hope to get a contribution in Arizona out of the draft.


GRADE: B


2014


RHP Touki Toussaint (1) continues to matriculate in the Braves system. LHP Zac Curtis (6) gives the draft a big leaguer, though he is now on his third team. OF Marcus Wilson (3) remains raw, but had an encouraging season at low Class A.


GRADE: C


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2017 Org







	2008


	Daniel Schlereth, LHP


	Marlins







	2009


	Bobby Borchering, 3B


	Did not play







	2010


	*Barret Loux, RHP


	Did not play







	2011


	Trevor Bauer, RHP


	Indians







	2012


	Stryker Trahan, C


	Did not play







	2013


	Braden Shipley, RHP


	D-backs







	2014


	Touki Toussaint, RHP


	Braves







	2015


	Dansby Swanson, SS


	Braves







	2016


	Anfernee Grier, OF (1st round supp.)


	D-backs







	2017


	Pavin Smith, 1B


	D-backs







	* Did not sign











1 JON DUPLANTIER, RHP
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BILL MITCHELL







BA GRADE


55


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES


FB: 60.


CB: 55.


SL: 60.


CHG: 50.


CTL: 60.


Projected future grades on 20-80 scouting scale





Born: July 11, 1994. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 225. Drafted: Rice, 2016 (3rd round). Signed by: Rusty Pendergrass.


The D-backs couldn’t be sure what they were getting when they drafted Duplantier in the third round in 2016. They weren’t even sure when spring training began in 2017, before he ultimately turned in one of the best minor league pitching seasons in recent memory. He led the minors with a 1.39 ERA that trailed only Justin Verlander’s 1.29 ERA in 2005 among qualified minor league starters since 1993. Duplantier put together an impressive junior year at Rice but had missed the previous season with a shoulder injury that did not require surgery. On top of that was the perception that Rice pitchers tend not to stay healthy once they turn professional. Duplantier’s first impression wasn’t great, either. In the summer after the draft, he logged only one inning before being shut down with an elbow issue, then missed instructional league with a hamstring injury. But he showed up at spring training with a delivery he smoothed out with rehab coordinator Brad Arnsberg, who helped him lower his arm angle.


Duplantier has an athletic build and a solid, sturdy frame with room to grow. His arm action is a bit funky because he extends his arm straight behind him just after separation, leading to a delivery that can appear stiff or robotic. But he repeats it well, and coaches say he makes adjustments quickly when he gets out of whack. Duplantier has the potential for a legitimate four-pitch mix. His fastball velocity fluctuated at times in 2017, but he sat mostly 90-94 mph. His stuff ticked up late in the season, when he sat 93-94 mph and topped out at 97. He throws both a four-seamer and a two-seamer and both pitches have armside run. His most consistent secondary pitch is a spike curveball, but coaches believe his new slider has the most upside. He also throws a changeup that generates average to above-average grades. Duplantier is proud that he was able to make all of his starts in 2017, saying he grew more confident in his health as the season progressed. Still, the D-backs proceeded cautiously by waiting until mid-June before promoting him from low Class A Kane County to high Class A Visalia.


Duplantier’s late-season stuff indicates he has the potential to be a front-line starter. For some, though, his injury history and delivery mark him as a possible reliever. Another strong year in the rotation at Double-A Jackson will strengthen his starter case.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2017 Org







	2008


	Carlos Gonzalez, OF


	Rockies







	2009


	Jarrod Parker, RHP


	Did not play







	2010


	Jarrod Parker, RHP


	Did not play







	2011


	Jarrod Parker, RHP


	Did not play







	2012


	Trevor Bauer, RHP


	Indians







	2013


	Tyler Skaggs, LHP


	Angels







	2014


	Archie Bradley, RHP


	D-backs







	2015


	Archie Bradley, RHP


	D-backs







	2016


	Dansby Swanson, SS


	Braves







	2017


	Anthony Banda, LHP


	D-backs








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter for Average


	Pavin Smith







	Best Power Hitter


	Kevin Cron







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Marcus Wilson







	Fastest Baserunner


	Gabriel Maciel







	Best Athlete


	Daulton Varsho







	Best Fastball


	Yoan Lopez







	Best Curveball


	Jordan Watson







	Best Slider


	Jared Miller







	Best Changeup


	Matt Tabor







	Best Control


	Jon Duplantier







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Michael Perez







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Drew Ellis







	Best Infield Arm


	Jazz Chisholm







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Eduardo Diaz







	Best Outfield Arm


	Juan Araujo












	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	0







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	6


	1


	1.24


	13


	12







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	6


	2


	1.56


	12


	12







	Minor League Totals


	12


	3


	1.38


	26


	24












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	1


	0


	0







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	73


	45


	4







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	63


	46


	2







	Minor League Totals


	0‡


	0


	137


	91


	6












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	3


	27.0


	2.00


	.000







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	15


	78


	9.7


	0.83


	.180







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	27


	87


	12.4


	1.15


	.204







	Minor League Totals


	44


	168


	11.0


	0.99


	.190











2 ANTHONY BANDA, LHP




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


50


Risk: Medium


FB: 60.


CB: 55.


CHG: 55.


CTL: 50.





Born: Aug. 10, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht: 6-2. Wt: 190. Drafted: San Jacinto (Texas) JC, 2012 (10th round). Signed by: Brian Sankey (Brewers).


Despite some rough results at Triple-A Reno, Banda reached the big leagues in 2017, throwing well in two starts and struggling in two others before finishing the season in the bullpen as a September callup. Scouts say he continued to flash impressive stuff throughout the season but went through stretches where his command backed up.


Banda has gradually added velocity to his fastball and now sits 93-94 mph and touches 96. His breaking ball and changeup can both be inconsistent but have a chance to be above-average pitches. Scouts thought Banda left too many pitches over the plate in 2017, though pitching at hitter-friendly Reno didn’t help. Some in the organization thought Banda’s continued uptick in velocity might have played a part in his inconsistent command and the occasional lack of effectiveness of his secondary pitches.


Banda showed flashes of mid-rotation potential during his brief time with Arizona and dominated at times in relief. His future remains as a starter, but if the big league rotation remains crowded, he might have to wait for an opportunity.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	8


	8


	3.32


	28


	27







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	6


	2


	2.12


	13


	13







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	4


	4


	3.67


	13


	13







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	8


	7


	5.39


	22


	22







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	2


	3


	5.96


	8


	4







	Major League Totals


	2


	3


	5.96


	8


	4







	Minor League Totals


	40


	34


	3.83


	130


	113












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	1


	0


	152


	150


	8







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	76


	70


	4







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	74


	73


	6







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	122


	125


	15







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	0


	0


	26


	26


	1







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	26


	26


	1







	Minor League Totals


	1


	2


	645


	652


	49












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	39


	152


	9.0


	1.25


	.260







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	28


	84


	9.9


	1.28


	.241







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	27


	68


	8.3


	1.36


	.257







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	51


	116


	8.6


	1.44


	.266







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	10


	25


	8.8


	1.40


	.255







	Major League Totals


	10


	25


	8.8


	1.40


	.255







	Minor League Totals


	239


	625


	8.7


	1.38


	.262











3 PAVIN SMITH, 1B




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


55


Risk: High


HIT: 60.


POW: 50.


SPD: 40.


FLD: 50.


ARM: 45.





Born: Feb. 6, 1996. B-T: L-L. Ht: 6-2. Wt: 210. Drafted: Virginia, 2017 (1st round). Signed by: Rick Matsko.


The lefthanded-hitting Smith was one of the most well-regarded pure hitters in the 2017 draft because of his sweet swing, impressive contact ability and a solid statistical track record in the Atlantic Coast Conference. As a junior at Virginia, he hit .342/.427/.570 and homered (13) more times than he struck out (12).While that played well with the D-backs’ beefed up analytics department, team officials say traditional scouting played a larger role in his selection.


Many D-backs scouts never saw Smith swing and miss, and the team believes that his power will develop last. His only professional home run came in short-season Hillsboro’s final postseason game. Believers say the raw power is there, but it’s a matter of Smith learning when to tap into it in game situations. No one doubts his ability to hit, with “advanced” and “special” used as descriptors by scouts, coaches and opposing managers. Smith doesn’t run well, and though his arm and glove are fine at first base, scouts aren’t sure he’d be an average defender in a corner outfield spot if he had to move.


Whether Smith’s future is at first base or in the outfield depends on Paul Goldschmidt, who is signed through 2019.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.318


	51


	195


	34


	62







	Minor League Totals


	.318


	51


	195


	34


	62












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	15


	2


	0


	27


	27







	Minor League Totals


	15


	2


	0


	27


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	24


	2


	1


	.401


	.415







	Minor League Totals


	24


	2


	1


	.401


	.415











4 JAZZ CHISHOLM, SS




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme


HIT: 50.


POW: 45.


SPD: 55.


FLD: 55.


ARM: 60.





Born: Feb. 1, 1998. B-T: L-R. Ht: 5-11. Wt: 165. Signed: Bahamas, 2015. Signed by: Craig Shipley.


The D-backs spotted Chisholm at a workout showcasing fellow Bahamas native Lucius Fox, his half-brother, and ultimately signed him for $200,000. That price now looks like a bargain, given how well regarded he is by rival scouts. Unfortunately, they did not have many chances to see Chisholm in 2017. He played just 29 games at low Class A Kane County before suffering a “bucket-handle” torn meniscus in his right knee.


Chisholm bats lefthanded and has big, strong hands and takes powerful, aggressive swings. His approach can get overly aggressive at times, leading to swings and misses, but he can also generate huge power. He led the organization’s minor leaguers in home runs during spring training. An average runner, he can improve his raw speed as he builds his lower half. Chisholm has smooth, athletic actions at shortstop and a strong arm, but like a lot of young infielders needs to improve his consistency and focus in the field. He’s confident, talkative, well liked by teammates and clearly enjoys playing the game.


Chisholm will look to make up for lost developmental time in 2018. He could open the season in high Class A Visalia.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.281


	62


	249


	42


	70







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.248


	29


	109


	14


	27







	Minor League Totals


	.271


	91


	358


	56


	97












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	12


	1


	9


	37


	19







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	5


	2


	1


	12


	10







	Minor League Totals


	17


	3


	10


	49


	29












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	73


	13


	4


	.333


	.446







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	39


	3


	0


	.325


	.358







	Minor League Totals


	112


	16


	4


	.331


	.419











5 DAULTON VARSHO, C




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


50


Risk: High


HIT: 55.


POW: 45.


SPD: 55.


FLD: 55.


ARM: 45.





Born: July 2, 1996. B-T: L-R. Ht: 5-10. Wt: 190. Drafted: Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2017 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Rick Short.


The son of big leaguer Gary Varsho and the namesake of his father’s former teammate, Darren Daulton, Varsho came off a huge junior season at Wisconsin-Milwaukee when the D-backs selected him 68th overall in 2017. He led the Horizon League in batting average (.362), on-base percentage (.490) and slugging (.643), then in his pro debut led the short-season Northwest League with a .902 OPS.


Varsho has an unusual profile in that he’s a catcher who runs better than he throws—but most believe he will hit. With short arms producing a compact lefthanded swing, he has a mature approach, a good feel for the strike zone and makes consistent loud contact, showing power to all fields. His lack of arm strength is a concern, but D-backs coaches clocked his pop times on throws to second base as low as 1.9 seconds. If catching doesn’t pan out, Varsho runs well enough to be a solid left fielder, and he might even be an option in center field or at second base. He runs well enough that some scouts could envision him reaching 30 steals.


Some believe in Varsho’s hitting potential to the extent that they might move him to a less grueling position to hasten his development. He has a chance to start at high Class A Visalia in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.311


	50


	193


	36


	60







	Minor League Totals


	.311


	50


	193


	36


	60












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	16


	3


	7


	39


	17







	Minor League Totals


	16


	3


	7


	39


	17












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	30


	7


	2


	.368


	.534







	Minor League Totals


	30


	7


	2


	.368


	.534











6 MARCUS WILSON, OF




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


50


Risk: High


HIT: 55.


POW: 45.


SPD: 60.


FLD: 55.


ARM: 60.





Born: Aug. 15, 1996. B-T: R-R. Ht: 6-3. Wt: 175. Drafted: HS—Gardena, Calif., 2014 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Hal Kurtzman.


The D-backs believed Wilson was so raw when they selected him in 2014 they viewed him as a multi-year Rookie-level player. That’s exactly how it played out, and after years of showing glimpses of his ability, particularly when it came to recognizing pitches, Wilson put things together in 2017, emerging as one of the organization’s better position prospects. At low Class A Kane County he ranked third in the Midwest League in batting average (.295) and second in on-base percentage (.383).


Wilson has perhaps the best plate discipline in the organization, drawing rave reviews from coaches for his ability to wait out pitchers until he gets something he can handle. He has average power, with some seeing the potential for 15 homers. He hit eight of his nine homers before the MWL all-star break, with some believing he might have worn down in the second half. He runs well and has a chance to stay in center field, though some scouts think that once he adds strength to his thin frame he might fit better on a corner.


The D-backs were conservative with their promotions in 2017, so Wilson will get his first taste at high Class A Visalia in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.258


	57


	213


	42


	55







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.252


	43


	135


	24


	34







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.253


	26


	99


	11


	25







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.295


	103


	383


	56


	113







	Minor League Totals


	.264


	268


	961


	148


	254












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	12


	1


	1


	22


	33







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	5


	2


	0


	15


	38







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	8


	1


	1


	5


	13







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	21


	5


	9


	54


	55







	Minor League Totals


	48


	11


	12


	118


	155












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	61


	7


	4


	.357


	.338







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	40


	18


	3


	.418


	.319







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	32


	7


	2


	.357


	.384







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	90


	15


	7


	.383


	.446







	Minor League Totals


	263


	51


	18


	.369


	.375











7 EDUARDO DIAZ, OF




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme


HIT: 55.


POW: 50.


SPD: 60.


FLD: 60.


ARM: 55.





Born: July 19, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht: 6-2. Wt: 175. Signed: Venezuela, 2015. Signed by: Gregorio Ramirez/Junior Noboa.


Just like shortstop Jazz Chisholm, Diaz was signed in 2015 while the D-backs were in the penalty for exceeding their international spending limit on Cuban righthander Yoan Lopez in 2014. Diaz signed for just $10,000 but has quickly emerged as one of the system’s most exciting position prospects. He jumped to Rookie-level Missoula in 2017 and delivered 30 extra-base hits in 57 games.


Diaz is a toolsy player whom scouts and coaches feel has a chance to grow into a power-speed center fielder. Everything about his game is built on aggressiveness—whether it’s at the plate, on the bases or in the outfield—and sometimes it works against him. He gets himself out too often, especially on the first pitch he sees, and he needs to learn to better manage his at-bats. He hunts fastballs but could stand to improve his breaking ball recognition, as well as use the whole field more. He’s not a pure power hitter but has the juice in his swing to drive pitches. Diaz is a plus runner who gets good jumps and takes good routes in the outfield. His arm strength is above-average. He has a wiry strong build that might add another 15 pounds.


Diaz is set for low Class A Kane County and his first taste of full-season ball in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	D-backs (DSL)


	R


	.358


	33


	123


	36


	44







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.229


	26


	96


	7


	22







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.000


	3


	2


	0


	0







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.312


	57


	247


	58


	77







	Minor League Totals


	.306


	119


	468


	101


	143












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	D-backs (DSL)


	6


	1


	3


	16


	19







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	2


	1


	0


	7


	10







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	18


	5


	7


	44


	11







	Minor League Totals


	26


	7


	10


	67


	40












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	D-backs (DSL)


	19


	19


	6


	.449


	.496







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	24


	4


	2


	.312


	.271







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	1


	0


	0


	.000


	.000







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	47


	11


	2


	.357


	.510







	Minor League Totals


	91


	34


	10


	.372


	.455











8 TAYLOR CLARKE, RHP
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BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium


FB: 60.


CB: 45.


SL: 50.


CHG: 45.


CTL: 55.





Born: May 13, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht: 6-4. Wt.: 200. Drafted: College of Charleston, 2015 (3rd round). Signed by: George Swain.


Clarke didn’t allow a run in his 2015 pro debut, then advanced to Double-A Jackson in his first full season in 2016. He then opened at Double-A in 2017 and served as the club’s best starter before a promotion to Triple-A Reno, where he acquitted himself well in a challenging environment.


Nothing about Clarke overwhelms hitters. His fastball ranges from 89-94 mph and sits 92-93 with average life, good downhill angle and some deception from his high three-quarters release point. His solid-average slider is his best secondary pitch, and he’s continuing to refine his changeup and curveball. Clarke is able to survive with four average pitches because of his consistent command and ability to repeat his delivery. Coaches rave about his mound presence and competitiveness. He can come across as quiet but he doesn’t seem intimidated. His walk rate ticked up from 2016, but scouts continue to believe in his ability to command the ball and his overall pitching acumen.


Clarke will return to Reno to start 2018 while he waits for a need to arise at the big league level. Once Clarke gets there, he projects as a reliable and durable back-end starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	0.00


	13


	0







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	2


	2.83


	6


	6







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	1


	1


	2.74


	4


	4







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	8


	6


	3.59


	17


	17







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	9


	7


	2.91


	21


	21







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	3


	2


	4.81


	6


	6







	Minor League Totals


	24


	18


	3.11


	67


	54












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	3


	21


	8


	0







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	29


	24


	1







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	23


	19


	3







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	98


	99


	9







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	0


	0


	111


	94


	7







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	34


	29


	8







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	315


	273


	28












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	4


	27


	11.6


	0.57


	.114







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	5


	24


	7.5


	1.01


	.222







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	7


	22


	8.6


	1.13


	.221







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	21


	72


	6.6


	1.23


	.261







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	39


	107


	8.6


	1.19


	.232







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	13


	31


	8.3


	1.25


	.225







	Minor League Totals


	89


	283


	8.1


	1.15


	.232











9 DREW ELLIS, 3B




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


50


Risk: High


HIT: 50.


POW: 50.


SPD: 40.


FLD: 55.


ARM: 55.





Born: Dec. 1, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht: 6-3. Wt: 210. Drafted: Louisville, 2017 (2nd round). Signed by: Nate Birtwell.


Starting at third base on the same team as No. 4 overall pick Brendan McKay, Ellis led Louisville in batting average (.355), slugging percentage (.701) and home runs (20) in 2017 and was drafted 44th overall by the D-backs. He signed for just over $1.5 million. Ellis’ pro debut at short-season Hillsboro started well, but he tailed off as he wore down following a long college season.


Ellis generates plus power out of his athletic frame, but some scouts have questions about his balance and weight transfer, which leads to him getting out on his front foot and lunging too often. He often had a solid approach and managed at-bats well in college, but some of that backed up as he struggled in his pro debut. Viewed as a questionable third baseman defensively coming out of the draft, Ellis put some of those doubts to rest in pro ball. He lacks a certain amount of range and quickness but makes up for it with good hands, solid footwork, an above-average arm and a steady heartbeat that helps him slow the game down.


Ellis struggled with wood bats in college summer leagues and did so again in his pro debut. He will seek a strong year from start to finish in 2018, perhaps at high Class A Visalia.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.227


	48


	181


	35


	41







	Minor League Totals


	.227


	48


	181


	35


	41












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	8


	0


	8


	23


	24







	Minor League Totals


	8


	0


	8


	23


	24












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	45


	3


	1


	.327


	.403







	Minor League Totals


	45


	3


	1


	.327


	.403











10 MATT TABOR, RHP




[image: Image]

BILL MITCHELL







BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme


FB: 55.


SL: 55.


CHG: 60.


CTL: 55.





Born: July 14, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht: 6-2. Wt: 175. Drafted: HS—Milton, Mass., 2017 (3rd round). Signed by: Dennis Sheehan.


Tabor added size and strength throughout his senior year of high school and jumped from 88-90 mph with his fastball to 90-94 mph. The huge improvement made him a third-round pick last spring, when he signed for $1 million and passed on a college commitment to Elon. Tabor signed later in the process and made just four appearances in the Rookie-level Arizona League in 2017.


Standing at just 5-foot-11 in the fall before his draft year, Tabor topped out at 91 mph before rapidly growing three inches and bumping 95 mph by the spring. He credits some of the velocity gain to a new long-tossing program he picked up in 2016. Tabor has a clean, athletic delivery that he repeats well and also has a lightning-quick arm. His changeup, which is his best secondary offering, draws comparisons with that of former D-backs righthander Chase Anderson. He threw a curveball in high school but he has since traded that for a slider upon turning pro, and the pitch flashes plus. He has good feel for pitching, sometimes even quick pitching or altering the tempo of his delivery to keep hitters off balance.


The D-backs are impressed with Tabor’s polish and makeup and see a potential No. 3 starter. He likely will start 2018 in extended spring training before reporting to one of the club’s short-season affiliates.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	1


	1.93


	4


	4







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	1.93


	4


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	5


	8


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	5


	8


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	9


	17.4


	1.71


	.348







	Minor League Totals


	0


	9


	17.4


	1.71


	.348











11 KRISTIAN ROBINSON, OF




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 11, 2000. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 190. Signed: Bahamas, 2017. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Craig Shipley.


The D-backs liked what they saw when they first laid eyes on Robinson during a 2015 showcase for fellow Bahamian Lucius Fox—the same workout they discovered shortstop Jazz Chisholm. Their conviction in Robinson grew after seeing him perform well the following year at the Perfect Game World Wood Bat Championship against players two years his senior. They wound up signing him for $2.5 million on July 2, the fourth-highest bonus in the 2017 class.


Robinson, a product of the Maximum Development academy in Nassau, has the size and strength to make him a physical specimen at any age, but especially at 16, and he has premium athleticism to go with it. It runs in his family, as his grand-uncle, Thomas Robinson, is a four-time track-and-field Olympian who has a stadium named after him in Nassau. Robinson has the potential to be a five-tool playe with plus raw power. He can handle velocity and the D-backs like the way he tracks offspeed pitches. He’s a plus runner who has a chance to stay in center field, though his physical maturation could determine if he ends up in a corner.


Given that he’s coming out of the Bahamas rather than, say, the Dominican Republic or Venezuela, many view Robinson’s profile as even riskier than other teenage international signees. But no one denies the physical tools needed to potentially grow into a star.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract











12 DOMINGO LEYBA, SS/2B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: Sept. 11, 1995. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 160. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2012. Signed by: Miguel Rodriguez/Carlos Santana/Ramon Perez/Miguel Garcia (Tigers).


A sometimes forgotten part of the three-team deal that brought Robbie Ray to the D-backs and sent Didi Gregorius to the Yankees, Leyba had a rough 2017 season. He suffered a shoulder injury late in spring training and missed about two and a half months before ultimately needing surgery in July. Between a rehab assignment at short-season Hillsboro and his time at Double-A Jackson, Leyba played just 23 games in 2017.


In that brief snapshot, however, Leyba was able to show some of the same improvements he displayed in 2016, prior to his shoulder injury. Leyba improved his pitch selectivity and tapped into more power while at high Class A Visalia in 2016, all while bumping up both his walk rate and slugging percentage. He has a quick bat, strong hands and also shows an ability to find the barrel from both sides of the plate. Defensively, most scouts seem to view him as more of a second baseman than a shortstop, mostly because his arm is a little short and not as strong as scouts would like. One scout compared his all-around game with Alberto Callaspo, who played in the big leagues for 10 years at third base and second base.


Leyba will look to bounce back from his shoulder injury and stay fully healthy in 2018, continuing to similar steps forward as he did in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.237


	124


	514


	60


	122







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.294


	86


	340


	48


	100







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.301


	44


	156


	21


	47







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.286


	6


	28


	4


	8







	 


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	.276


	17


	58


	11


	16







	Minor League Totals


	.287


	401


	1557


	235


	447












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	21


	5


	2


	43


	26







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	25


	1


	6


	40


	29







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	7


	1


	4


	20


	17







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	1


	0


	1


	6


	4







	 


	Jackson (SL)


	4


	0


	2


	9


	5







	Minor League Totals


	91


	16


	22


	178


	129












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	90


	10


	6


	.277


	.309







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	62


	5


	1


	.346


	.426







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	22


	4


	2


	.374


	.436







	2017


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	0


	0


	.375


	.429







	 


	Jackson (SL)


	6


	0


	0


	.344


	.448







	Minor League Totals


	238


	37


	21


	.343


	.408











13 SAM McWILLIAMS, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 4, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-7. Wt.: 190. Drafted: HS—Hendersonville, Tenn., 2014 (8th round). Signed by: Nate Dion (Phillies).


McWilliams was still raw and unrefined when the D-backs acquired him in the Jeremy Hellickson deal with the Phillies in November 2015, but he started rounding into form in 2017. During his senior year of high school, McWilliams was inconsistent with his stuff and command––some days throwing in the mid-80s, and other days topping out at 94 mph. The Phillies liked his arm speed, athleticism and his body projection and eventually selected him in the eighth round.


McWilliams got out of whack mechanically in 2016, during his first season with the D-backs, but started tapping into his athleticism while repeating a season in the low Class A Midwest League in 2017. McWilliams throws a 90-95 mph two-seamer with good life and downhill plane out of his 6-foot-7 frame and draws comparisons with Brandon McCarthy. His breaking ball, a slider, grades out as average and flashes plus, and he made strides with his changeup after going from a circle-change to a split-change grip. He averaged just 6.6 strikeouts per nine innings in 2017, but the D-backs don’t mind because he induces so many ground balls.


Scouts who saw McWilliams at his best like him as much as any starting pitcher in the system and say he has the upside of a No. 3 starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Phillies (GCL)


	R


	0


	2


	3.27


	7


	7







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	6


	3.98


	15


	15







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	11


	6


	2.84


	25


	25







	Minor League Totals


	16


	17


	3.46


	56


	52












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Phillies (GCL)


	0


	0


	33


	29


	1







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	75


	86


	4







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	133


	112


	5







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	266


	255


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Phillies (GCL)


	5


	21


	5.7


	1.03


	.232







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	18


	43


	5.2


	1.39


	.292







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	31


	98


	6.6


	1.08


	.231







	Minor League Totals


	60


	172


	5.8


	1.19


	.255











14 JIMMIE SHERFY, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: Dec. 27, 1991. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 175. Drafted: Oregon, 2013 (10th round). Signed by: Donnie Reynolds.


After hitting a speed bump in 2015, Sherfy got his career back on track with solid 2016 season and reached the majors in August 2017. He pitched so well down the stretch, in fact, that he earned himself a spot on the D-backs’ postseason roster. Interestingly, his first big league manager with the D-backs, Torey Lovullo, is the father of Nick Lovullo, who was one of Sherfy’s teammates at Newbury Park (Calif.) High.


Mechanical changes in his delivery in 2016 have helped Sherfy sit in the mid-90s with his fastball and touch the upper 90s. He has a curveball he uses as his out pitch to get swings-and-misses and also mixes in an occasional changeup to keep hitters off balance. His improved dedication to the game off the field has allowed him to maintain his stuff throughout the season. He didn’t allow an earned run in the regular season during his brief stint in the majors and Lovullo gave him the ball with the lead late in games, even letting him get the final six outs for a save at Coors Field in September.


Sherfy showed he could pitch at the major league level in 2017 and figures to be in the mix for a prominent bullpen role when the D-backs open the regular season in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	6


	6.52


	44


	0







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	0.00


	12


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	2


	0


	0.46


	16


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	4


	6.17


	24


	0







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	2


	1


	3.12


	44


	0







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	2


	0


	0.00


	11


	0







	Major League Totals


	2


	0


	0.00


	11


	0







	Minor League Totals


	12


	13


	3.96


	206


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	2


	50


	50


	3







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	8


	12


	5


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	10


	20


	6


	1







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	12


	23


	20


	5







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	20


	49


	37


	6







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	0


	1


	11


	5


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	1


	11


	5


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	66


	220


	171


	21












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	28


	50


	9.1


	1.57


	.265







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	6


	21


	15.3


	0.89


	.128







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	5


	31


	14.2


	0.56


	.092







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	13


	27


	10.4


	1.41


	.247







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	10


	61


	11.2


	0.96


	.211







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	2


	9


	7.6


	0.66


	.143







	Major League Totals


	2


	9


	7.6


	0.66


	.143







	Minor League Totals


	89


	287


	11.7


	1.18


	.216











15 GABRIEL MACIEL, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 10, 1999. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-10. Wt.: 170. Signed: Brazil, 2015. Signed by: Kelvin Kondo/Mack Hayashi.


The D-backs made Maciel the second Brazilian-born player in club history, following righthander Bo Takahashi, when they signed him for $90,000 in October 2015. Maciel is from Londrina, a city known for its baseball history because of a heavy influx of Japanese settlers who brought the game with them. The D-backs first spotted him at a baseball academy in Brazil when he was either 12 or 13. He grew into a legit prospect by age 15, with his off-the-charts athleticism evident in how quickly he picked things up. He showed well at the 18U World Cup in Japan in 2015 and the D-backs signed him a month later.


Maciel has the tools to be a prototype leadoff man. He has some of the best strike-zone discipline in the organization, doesn’t strike out much, has the feel to hit and even has some sneaky power that could grow into more when he learns to cut it loose in the right spots. He runs well but needs to work on his jumps. A switch-hitter, he’s more confident from the right side but he has made improvements from the left. He’s an above-average defender who scouts think has a chance to stick in center field, though he split time at Rookie-level Missoula with Eduardo Diaz, who most consider to be the better defender.


Maciel draws comparisons with Ender Inciarte and figures to get his first crack at full-season ball in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.289


	37


	149


	28


	43







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.266


	23


	79


	15


	21







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.323


	52


	217


	40


	70







	Minor League Totals


	.301


	112


	445


	83


	134












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	0


	0


	10


	12







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	2


	0


	0


	4


	5







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	14


	1


	3


	25


	24







	Minor League Totals


	19


	1


	3


	39


	41












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	22


	11


	4


	.341


	.309







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	19


	11


	1


	.318


	.291







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	34


	9


	8


	.389


	.438







	Minor League Totals


	75


	31


	13


	.361


	.369











16 ANDY YERZY, C




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: July 5, 1998. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 215. Drafted: HS—Toronto, 2016 (2nd round). Signed by: Dennis Sheehan.


Yerzy settled in during his second pro season and put together some of the more impressive offensive numbers in the system in 2017. The power bat the D-backs envisioned out of the draft began to emerge, as Yerzy began driving balls to the opposite field and also began to tap into more power to his pull side, as well.


By the end of the 2017 season, Yerzy controlled the zone and put together quality at-bats as well as anyone at Rookie-level Missoula. Questions still remain on the other side of the ball, however. Yerzy’s receiving skills improved behind the plate but he still struggled at times on pitches with late life. His transfer is sound and his throws are mostly accurate, but his pop times on throws to second base were still below-average. His large 6-foot-3 frame will always pose a challenge when it comes to throwing, but scouts have concerns about his overall athleticism, as well. Still, Yerzy has made strides defensively and could continue to do so given how little experience he had catching high-caliber pitchers as an amateur.


Yerzy does not run well, leading some to believe he’s a catcher or bust in terms of a long-term position. Others see a potentially special bat that could play at first base or as a DH—if traded to an American League club—if his catching doesn’t continue to improve.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.196


	27


	102


	5


	20







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.250


	18


	60


	2


	15







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.298


	54


	225


	36


	67







	Minor League Totals


	.264


	99


	387


	43


	102












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	0


	1


	15


	4







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	2


	0


	0


	1


	0







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	12


	0


	13


	45


	24







	Minor League Totals


	17


	0


	14


	61


	28












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	22


	0


	0


	.220


	.255







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	16


	0


	1


	.274


	.283







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	45


	0


	0


	.365


	.524







	Minor League Totals


	83


	0


	1


	.314


	.416











17 JARED MILLER, LHP




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium





Born: Aug. 21, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-7. Wt.: 240. Drafted: Vanderbilt, 2014 (11th round). Signed by: Nate Birtwell.


In the offseason following the 2015 season, Miller picked the brain of fellow lefthander and Vanderbilt product David Price and came away with a new weapon. Miller’s newfound cutter was the pitch that pushed him over the top and helped him catapult onto the D-backs’ prospect landscape with a dominant 2016. He then arrived at big league camp in 2017 but struggled with his command, which is an issue that carried over to the start of the Double-A season.


Coaches say Miller cleaned up the direction in his delivery and started mixing in more curveballs, and from May through the end of the season he posted a 1.69 ERA with 80 strikeouts in 58.2 innings. Miller uncorks his 6-foot-7 frame in a high-effort delivery, and all of his pitches, including a low- to mid-90s fastball, have good life. Opinions on Miller vary in the scouting community. Some scouts see a potential late-inning reliever and possible closer, while some see him as a left-on-left matchup type. Still, other scouts are concerned about Miller’s command, noting that he seemed to struggle against lineups that waited him out.


On the heels of another impressive season, Miller could work his way to the big leagues in 2018, although a start at Triple-A Reno isn’t out of the question.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	7


	2


	1.81


	9


	9







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	4


	5


	5.88


	13


	12







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	0


	0.00


	9


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	0


	1


	1.88


	12


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	0


	0


	6.00


	5


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	0


	1


	3.71


	19


	0







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	0


	3


	3.89


	31


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	3


	3


	1.72


	22


	0







	Minor League Totals


	15


	16


	3.32


	128


	26












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	1


	0


	60


	42


	2







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	60


	69


	5







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	2


	14


	4


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	1


	14


	9


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	6


	5


	2







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	2


	27


	18


	1







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	0


	2


	39


	33


	2







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	1


	31


	16


	2







	Minor League Totals


	1


	8


	279


	217


	17












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	12


	57


	8.6


	0.91


	.194







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	31


	42


	6.3


	1.68


	.291







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	5


	21


	13.2


	0.63


	.085







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	3


	20


	12.6


	0.84


	.184







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	2


	3


	4.5


	1.17


	.238







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	13


	36


	12.2


	1.16


	.188







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	18


	51


	11.7


	1.30


	.222







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	10


	43


	12.4


	0.83


	.147







	Minor League Totals


	103


	294


	9.5


	1.15


	.211











18 YOAN LOPEZ, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 2, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Signed: Cuba, 2015. Signed by: De Jon Watson.


The D-backs spent more than $16 million to sign Lopez, the total amount encompassing his $8.25 million signing bonus and a 100 percent overage penalty. After two seasons, the decision looked like a huge bust. But Lopez dominated the high Class A California League as a reliever in 2017, creating some optimism that he could one day be a big league contributor.


The D-backs viewed Lopez as a potential frontline starter when they signed him out of Cuba in January 2015, but for two years he not only did not throw well—he struggled to maintain his stuff from start to start—he also had issues off the field. Each of those years, he left his Double-A Mobile team without permission. He has never publicly discussed why, but he told team officials he was considering retirement the second time. Instead, he returned in 2017 and, after dealing with blister and shoulder issues in the first half, turned in two dominant months at Visalia. His fastball sat 95-98 mph touched 99 with late life up in the zone, and his slider was a wipeout pitch, with sharp, late action.


It’s a red flag that his brief stint in the Arizona Fall League in 2017 ended with more shoulder issues, but if he’s healthy he could pitch his way into the big league bullpen in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	6


	4.69


	10


	9







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	4


	7


	5.52


	14


	14







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	2


	2







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	0


	0.88


	20


	0







	Minor League Totals


	8


	13


	3.94


	48


	26












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	6


	3


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	48


	46


	4







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	1


	0


	62


	67


	10







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	3


	3


	0







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	1


	1


	0


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	4


	31


	16


	2







	Minor League Totals


	1


	5


	151


	135


	16












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	6


	9.0


	0.50


	.158







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	24


	32


	6.0


	1.46


	.261







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	32


	36


	5.2


	1.60


	.277







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	4


	12.0


	1.00


	.250







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	1


	3


	27.0


	1.00


	.000







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	9


	56


	16.4


	0.82


	.152







	Minor League Totals


	66


	137


	8.2


	1.33


	.242











19 SOCRATES BRITO, OF




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium





Born: Sept. 6, 1992. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 205. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2010. Signed by: Junior Noboa.


Coming off an injury-riddled 2016, Brito was bit by the injury bug again in 2017 while he repeated the Pacific Coast League at Triple-A Reno. In 2016, he suffered a fractured toe while with the big league team, then he fractured the hamate in his wrist while getting ready for winter ball in November. In 2017, he needed yet another surgery after severely dislocating his left ring finger on a headfirst slide into home plate during a game early in spring training.


The injury cost him two and a half months, impacting his standing on the organization’s depth chart, and journeyman Jeremy Hazelbaker stepped into the fourth outfielder void. Brito, meanwhile, didn’t play well enough at Reno to warrant even a September callup. Little has changed in terms of Brito’s tools and upside, and he still gets high marks for his work ethic. Coaches say he might have become bogged down at the plate by mechanics, limiting his athleticism, and he still could use work on his approach. He runs well and can handle all three outfield positions, but he probably is best suited for a corner. Brito has handled righthanded pitchers better than lefthanders in his career, leading some scouts to view him as a potential platoon outfielder.


Brito will have to show he can stay healthy in order to reach even that ceiling as he fights for a spot with the D-backs out of spring training.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.300


	129


	490


	70


	147







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.303


	18


	33


	5


	10







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.143


	2


	7


	0


	1







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.111


	2


	9


	1


	1







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.294


	73


	303


	46


	89







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.179


	40


	95


	10


	17







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.291


	78


	292


	43


	85







	Major League Totals


	.211


	58


	128


	15


	27







	Minor League Totals


	.288


	687


	2739


	390


	789












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	17


	15


	9


	57


	29







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	1


	0


	1


	1







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	0


	2


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	1


	2


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	10


	8


	6


	39


	13







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	1


	4


	12


	2







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	15


	8


	5


	44


	22







	Major League Totals


	6


	2


	4


	13


	3







	Minor League Totals


	118


	58


	38


	331


	180












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	84


	20


	6


	.339


	.451







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	7


	1


	0


	.324


	.455







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	0


	0


	.143


	.143







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	2


	0


	0


	.111


	.444







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	60


	7


	6


	.322


	.439







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	23


	2


	0


	.196


	.358







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	64


	6


	1


	.336


	.449







	Major League Totals


	30


	3


	0


	.229


	.383







	Minor League Totals


	584


	131


	55


	.331


	.415











20 JOEY ROSE, 3B




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 20, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 205. Drafted: HS—Tom’s River, N.J., 2016 (5th round). Signed by: Rick Matsko.


Drafted out of the same New Jersey town that produced Todd Frazier, Rose finished his 2016 debut season with a strong final month, then carried that success into his first full year as a pro. He put up a .907 OPS in the hitter-friendly Rookie-level Pioneer League in 2017, when he hit third all season for Missoula.


Scouts see the potential for plus power but they also saw swing-and-miss issues, leading many to believe he’ll be a power-over-hit player. Coaches say Rose had a tendency to drop his back side in hopes of creating lift, an action that actually wound up leading to more ground balls. He struggled at times defensively at third base, making mistakes on routine plays and leading to speculation he took his at-bats with him into the field. But coaches say his defense improved as the season progressed, and that part of his game will need to remain a focus for him going forward in hopes of staving a move to a less demanding position. Rose is a below-average runner.


Rose likely will get his first crack at full-season ball in 2018, perhaps at low Class A Kane County.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.229


	47


	153


	19


	35







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.000


	2


	2


	0


	0







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.312


	49


	199


	32


	62







	Minor League Totals


	.274


	98


	354


	51


	97












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	10


	4


	1


	9


	13







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	1







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	15


	2


	9


	39


	13







	Minor League Totals


	25


	6


	10


	48


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	55


	2


	0


	.310


	.366







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	0


	0


	.333


	.000







	2017


	Missoula (PIO)


	56


	2


	0


	.364


	.543







	Minor League Totals


	113


	4


	0


	.340


	.463











21 JHOAN DURAN, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 8, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 175. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2014. Signed by: Jose Ortiz/Junior Noboa.


Duran was skinny and throwing in the upper 80s when the D-backs signed him for $65,000 in December 2014, but he was bumping the upper 90s in 2017 and now represents one of the higher-upside arms in the system.


Duran already averages about 94 mph with his fastball, but with a 6-foot-5 frame that could still add significant weight, scouts see projection remaining. Duran has three pitches. He can vary speeds on his curveball to the point that some scouts identified it as a slider. It’s considered an above-average to plus pitch. His changeup is still developing but flashes plus. D-backs coaches wanted to see him learn to handle adversity within his outings better, rather than losing confidence when opposing hitters had success. Scouts say Duran has control over command at this point, and some see a back-end reliever if his command doesn’t improve enough.


If everything comes together, Duran has all the ingredients of a mid-rotation starter. He’ll likely get his first crack at full-season ball at low Class A Kane County in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	D-backs (DSL)


	R


	4


	1


	3.25


	12


	12







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	2


	5.85


	4


	4







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	0


	1


	3.55


	3


	3







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	2


	7.15


	3


	3







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	6


	3


	4.24


	11


	11







	Minor League Totals


	11


	9


	4.20


	33


	33












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	D-backs (DSL)


	0


	0


	64


	62


	1







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	20


	24


	1







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	13


	14


	1







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	11


	19


	0







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	51


	44


	5







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	159


	163


	8












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	D-backs (DSL)


	22


	44


	6.2


	1.32


	.263







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	5


	13


	5.9


	1.45


	.312







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	5


	9


	6.4


	1.50


	.250







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	4


	13


	10.3


	2.03


	.352







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	17


	36


	6.4


	1.20


	.228







	Minor League Totals


	53


	115


	6.5


	1.36


	.265











22 KEVIN CRON, 1B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Feb. 17, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 245. Drafted: Texas Christian, 2014 (14th round). Signed by: J.R. Salinas.


Cron registered his third consecutive season with 25 or more home runs in 2017, only this time he exhibited far better on-base skills. While repeating the Double-A Southern League, he led the circuit with 25 homers and 91 RBIs to earn MVP honors.


Cron’s improvement represented an important step forward for the bat-only slugger. Cron comes from a baseball family. His father Chris played parts of two seasons in the majors and the D-backs currently employ him as minor league hitting coordinator. Kevin’s older brother C.J. plays for the Angels. Kevin made big strides in his at-bat management in 2017, showing improvement in both his approach and pitch recognition. Scouts are split on his defensive ability, but his believers say he makes all the routine plays and he has improved his footwork He doesn’t run well, though, so he is limited to first base.


Cron will have to hit to succeed in the majors, and next up is Triple-A Reno.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.272


	127


	518


	71


	141







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.222


	127


	465


	60


	103







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	.283


	138


	515


	76


	146







	Minor League Totals


	.265


	456


	1759


	261


	466












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	34


	0


	27


	97


	28







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	20


	1


	26


	88


	33







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	35


	0


	25


	91


	56







	Minor League Totals


	107


	1


	90


	321


	137












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	131


	0


	0


	.314


	.494







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	134


	3


	1


	.278


	.437







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	134


	1


	0


	.357


	.497







	Minor League Totals


	444


	4


	1


	.324


	.480











23 JOSE ALMONTE, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 8, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 185. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2012. Signed by: Manny Nanita (Red Sox).


Acquired as part of the 2016 deadline deal that sent Brad Ziegler to the Red Sox, Almonte put together a solid first full season in the D-backs organization in 2017. He finished the year with the most strikeouts (162) and second-lowest ERA (3.55) in the high Class A California League.


Almonte’s calling card is a fastball ranging from 88-94 mph with natural cutting action—a pitch that moves so much and acted so much like a slider that it left opposing hitters unsure of what type of pitch he was throwing. He also throws a true slider, curveball and changeup, and coaches like his ability to spin the ball. Almonte’s fastball command needs to improve—he walked 4.3 batters per nine innings in 2017—as does his level of maturity on the mound—both in terms of controlling emotions and finishing hitters.


The D-backs believe the movement on his fastball gives him a weapon that would play at the big league level, perhaps in the bullpen if not as a back-of-the-rotation starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Lowell (NYP)


	SS


	3


	3


	3.43


	14


	14







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	LoA


	2


	2


	3.91


	10


	10







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	2


	4


	3.23


	11


	11







	2017


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	11


	8


	3.55


	27


	27







	Minor League Totals


	23


	23


	3.34


	85


	82












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Lowell (NYP)


	0


	0


	66


	38


	1







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	0


	0


	53


	50


	4







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	56


	48


	4







	2017


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	139


	129


	10







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	412


	349


	23












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Lowell (NYP)


	38


	64


	8.8


	1.16


	.171







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	13


	45


	7.6


	1.19


	.249







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	22


	59


	9.5


	1.26


	.234







	2017


	Visalia (CAL)


	66


	162


	10.5


	1.40


	.243







	Minor League Totals


	178


	406


	8.9


	1.28


	.229











24 ILDEMARO VARGAS, SS/2B




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium





Born: July 16, 1991. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 170. Signed: Venezuela, 2007. Signed by: Jobel Jimenez (Cardinals).


Vargas became the fourth player in the past five years to reach the big leagues after being plucked out of independent ball by the D-backs.


Vargas has performed ever since, showing good bat-to-ball skills, a solid approach at the plate, above-average speed and the ability to play all over the infield. He even saw time in center field for Triple-A Reno in 2017. He probably fits best at second base. Vargas is not physical and has never hit for much power.


Vargas brings energy and an upbeat, infectious attitude to the park with him every day, which are good attributes for a player most scouts see as an utility infielder candidate.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Bridgeport (ATL)


	IND


	.273


	30


	110


	17


	30







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.321


	86


	336


	62


	108







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.276


	83


	323


	41


	89







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.250


	1


	4


	0


	1







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.354


	49


	198


	35


	70







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.375


	2


	8


	2


	3







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.314


	113


	487


	87


	153







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.308


	12


	13


	4


	4







	Major League Totals


	.308


	12


	13


	4


	4







	Minor League Totals


	.285


	779


	2909


	437


	829












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Bridgeport (ATL)


	5


	0


	0


	8


	6







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	18


	3


	5


	39


	35







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	15


	2


	4


	19


	24







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	13


	0


	2


	18


	20







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	35


	4


	10


	65


	30







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	1


	0


	0


	4


	0







	Major League Totals


	1


	0


	0


	4


	0







	Minor League Totals


	156


	22


	29


	300


	231












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Bridgeport (ATL)


	9


	7


	1


	.316


	.318







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	16


	9


	6


	.385


	.438







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	24


	8


	0


	.325


	.372







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	2


	0


	0


	.250


	.250







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	13


	13


	1


	.418


	.449







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	1


	0


	.375


	.375







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	40


	8


	3


	.357


	.464







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	0


	0


	.308


	.385







	Major League Totals


	3


	0


	0


	.308


	.385







	Minor League Totals


	284


	72


	35


	.343


	.384











25 TOMMY EVELD, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 30, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 195. Drafted: South Florida, 2016 (9th round). Signed by: Luke Wrenn.


In a little more than two years, Eveld went from not having played baseball since his sophomore year of high school to showing some of the most electric stuff of any pitcher in the organization. He spent two seasons at South Florida as a quarterback but never played before tearing his ACL and needing knee surgery. That was the first of two ACL surgeries he had in college. In 2015, he walked on to the USF baseball team, and the D-backs drafted him as a righthander the following year.


Eveld has a fastball that can range from 92-97 mph and a power slider that sits around 89-91. He also showed improvement in 2017 with a curveball, a pitch he throws around 76-80 mph. He gave up only one earned run in 22 appearances at low Class A Kane County in 2017 before a promotion to high Class A Visalia, where he struggled for about two weeks after dealing with a left knee issue. Eveld has a sort of aggressive, football mentality on the mound—he comes out of the bullpen to the “Monday Night Football” theme—and the D-backs love his competitiveness.


Some believe he might have the best stuff in the organization and could move quickly in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	2


	1


	1.86


	24


	0







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	0


	0.33


	22


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	0


	5


	5.73


	19


	0







	Minor League Totals


	3


	6


	2.40


	65


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	2


	29


	17


	0







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	14


	28


	10


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	2


	22


	22


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	18


	79


	49


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	8


	31


	9.6


	0.86


	.168







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	8


	33


	10.7


	0.65


	.111







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	11


	26


	10.6


	1.50


	.262







	Minor League Totals


	27


	90


	10.3


	0.97


	.178











26 CHRISTIAN WALKER, 1B




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium





Born: March 28, 1991. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 220. Drafted: South Carolina, 2012 (4th round). Signed by: Chris Gale (Orioles).


The D-backs were the third team to claim Walker on waivers prior to the 2017 season, doing so just days before the end of spring training. They ran him through waivers as well, and he cleared, allowing Arizona to outright him to Triple-A Reno. But Walker put together a huge offensive season and won the MVP award in the hitter-friendly Pacific Coast League, not only earning himself a spot back on the 40-man roster but finding his way on to the D-backs’ Division Series roster against the Dodgers.


Walker said he made changes to his bat path that helped produce more contact, evident in a strikeout rate that went from 25 percent in 2016 to 18 percent in 2017. Coaches rave about his hitting acumen. Walker is a fringe-average defender at first. He also has some experience in left field over the past two seasons but is below-average there. He is blocked at first base in Arizona by Paul Goldschmidt and will be 27 in 2018 and some scouts aren’t convinced he’ll ever be more than a bench bat.


Still, Walker impressed the D-backs in 2017 with his power and approach, and he could be in the mix for a big league bench job.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Norfolk (IL)


	AAA


	.257


	138


	534


	68


	137







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	MAJ


	.111


	7


	9


	0


	1







	2016


	Norfolk (IL)


	AAA


	.264


	131


	504


	64


	133







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.309


	133


	514


	104


	159







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.250


	11


	12


	2


	3







	Major League Totals


	.179


	24


	39


	3


	7







	Minor League Totals


	.283


	666


	2558


	372


	723












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Norfolk (IL)


	33


	1


	18


	74


	49







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	3







	2016


	Norfolk (IL)


	29


	2


	18


	64


	40







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	34


	9


	32


	114


	61







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	1


	0


	2


	2


	1







	Major League Totals


	2


	0


	3


	3


	5







	Minor League Totals


	153


	14


	107


	413


	250












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Norfolk (IL)


	136


	1


	3


	.324


	.423







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	4


	0


	0


	.333


	.111







	2016


	Norfolk (IL)


	138


	1


	3


	.321


	.437







	2017


	Reno (PCL)


	104


	4


	2


	.382


	.597







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	5


	0


	0


	.400


	.833







	Major League Totals


	18


	0


	0


	.304


	.462







	Minor League Totals


	591


	12


	13


	.350


	.479











27 BUDDY KENNEDY, 3B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Extreme





Born: Oct. 5, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 215. Drafted: HS—Millville, N.J., 2017 (5th round). Signed by: Rick Matsko.


The D-backs made Kennedy the first player drafted out of Millville High since Mike Trout in 2009 then signed him for $550,000 to buy him out of a college commitment to North Carolina. While he doesn’t have the same skill set as Trout, with whom he regularly works out in the offseason, he does have a lot of skills to like, most notably a knack for squaring up baseballs.


Kennedy has a short, compact swing that has a chance to produce above-average power. Though he didn’t hit a home run in the Rookie-level Arizona League in his pro debut, he did collect 17 extra-base hits, including nine triples. His body—a stout, stocky frame—is a drawback for some scouts, who wonder about his athleticism. Others remain unconcerned, with one scout drawing a comparison with Jedd Gyorko—both for his physique and his ability to barrel balls. He’s an above-average to plus runner, has good hands and has a plus arm that works at third base.


Kennedy will likely start 2018 in extended spring training before heading to Rookie-level Missoula.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.270


	50


	178


	29


	48







	Minor League Totals


	.270


	50


	178


	29


	48












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	9


	8


	0


	20


	19







	Minor League Totals


	9


	8


	0


	20


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2017


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	47


	7


	2


	.343


	.410







	Minor League Totals


	47


	7


	2


	.343


	.410











28 ELVIS LUCIANO, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 15, 2000. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 184. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2016. Signed by: Junior Noboa.


The D-backs saw Luciano throw just twice before snapping him up for $85,000 in the fall of 2016. They liked his heavy fastball, the spin on his breaking ball and his feel for a changeup.


Luciano pitched in 2017 at the tender age of 17, but he is advanced beyond his years. He has an athletic delivery, a loose arm, a good feel for pitching and an unfazed demeanor on the mound. He began the year in the Dominican Summer League but moved to the Rookie-level Arizona League before finishing in the Rookie-level Pioneer League and getting a taste of the Pioneer League playoffs. He sits 91-93 mph with his fastball but the D-backs believe he has a chance to get up to the mid-90s. His changeup projects to be a plus pitch, and he shows feel to spin a curveball that has slurvy shape.


Luciano is years away from the big leagues but has the raw ingredients to be a big league starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2017


	D-backs (DSL)


	R


	3


	1


	2.98


	11


	6







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	0


	2.76


	4


	2







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	4


	1


	2.84


	16


	8












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2017


	D-backs (DSL)


	0


	0


	48


	42


	2







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	1


	16


	16


	0







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	2


	0


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	67


	58


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2017


	D-backs (DSL)


	15


	41


	7.6


	1.18


	.236







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	9


	5.0


	1.16


	.242







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	2


	9.0


	0.00


	.000







	Minor League Totals


	18


	52


	7.0


	1.14


	.232











29 COLIN POCHE, LHP




BA GRADE


40


Risk: High





Born: Jan. 17, 1994. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Drafted: Dallas Baptist, 2016 (14th round). Signed by: J.R. Salinas.


Poche needed Tommy John surgery after his sophomore year at Arkansas and decided to transfer, since he wasn’t totally happy with the Razorbacks. He landed at Dallas Baptist. The D-backs shifted him to a full-time relief role in 2017 after taking him in the 16th round in 2016 and he took off.


Poche’s 1.25 ERA between low Class A Kane County and high Class A Visalia was the sixth-lowest among full-season minor league pitchers with at least 50 innings. He misses bats but doesn’t do it in a traditionally overpowering way. His fastball sits in the low 90s, occasionally touching 95 mph, but he appears to hide the ball well and is said to get good extension from his over-the-top delivery. His slider is a little short but has late break and showed improvement as the year progressed.


Poche projects as a matchup reliever, but if his fastball develops, he could become more than that.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	2


	3.19


	21


	4







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	2


	0


	1.09


	13


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	1


	1


	1.40


	18


	0







	Minor League Totals


	4


	3


	1.99


	52


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	31


	20


	2







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	1


	25


	16


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	2


	26


	14


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	81


	50


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	17


	36


	10.5


	1.19


	.194







	2017


	Kane County (MWL)


	6


	44


	16.1


	0.89


	.186







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	13


	37


	13.0


	1.05


	.163







	Minor League Totals


	36


	117


	12.9


	1.06


	.182











30 MICHAEL PEREZ, C




BA GRADE


40


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 7, 1992. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 180. Drafted: HS—San Juan, P.R., 2011 (5th round). Signed by: Frankie Thon Jr.


After a big season at Rookie-level Missoula in 2012, Perez’s career seemed to stall, but he had a mild breakthrough in 2017, hitting .279/.365/.424 at Double-A Jackson.


Perez said a tip from former winter ball teammate Juan Ciriaco helped him stop being so pull-conscious. Coaches say he’s also become far more selective at the plate. The adjustment led to fewer homers (six) but far more balls in the gap. For years, Perez has been regarded as a solid defensive catcher who throws and blocks well and calls a good game. He focused his efforts during the Arizona Fall League on improving his framing, particularly on pitches down in the strike zone.


Some view Perez as a potential big league backup, particularly because he’s a lefthanded hitter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.188


	34


	117


	15


	22







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.224


	55


	183


	18


	41







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.205


	39


	122


	7


	25







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.256


	47


	156


	17


	40







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	.279


	80


	262


	29


	73







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.444


	3


	9


	2


	4







	Minor League Totals


	.241


	514


	1757


	230


	423












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	6


	0


	3


	20


	9







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	9


	0


	1


	26


	20







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	4


	1


	3


	10


	7







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	10


	2


	1


	19


	15







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	23


	0


	5


	39


	35







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	1


	1


	1


	6


	1







	Minor League Totals


	113


	15


	42


	256


	196












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	37


	1


	0


	.254


	.316







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	31


	4


	3


	.306


	.290







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	29


	0


	1


	.252


	.328







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	33


	1


	0


	.318


	.365







	2017


	Jackson (SL)


	61


	0


	2


	.365


	.424







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	0


	.500


	1.111







	Minor League Totals


	498


	9


	11


	.319


	.394











Atlanta Braves
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BY J.J. COOPER


As the Braves dismantled their team in 2014 and 2015, they did so with a long-term plan in place.


The rebuilt farm system would begin to produce big leaguers just as the team moved into its new ballpark in 2017. The team, freed of significant long-term contracts, would be able to add talent as needed on the free agent market in 2018. With the help of the increased revenue of the new ballpark, the team would contend by 2018, with a loaded farm system both producing big leaguers and trade assets.


This offseason didn’t go according to plan.


The architects of that plan have been deposed. The organization has been disgraced, and now the new leadership has to finish the rebuild after the most embarrassing off-season in Braves history. Major League Baseball discovered rampant cheating helped the Braves sign players on the international market and may have helped sign a draft pick as well.


The list of Braves violations is long and varied, stretching across the international signing market and the draft. The punishment commissioner Rob Manfred handed down was one of the harshest in baseball history. Twelve Braves players were declared free agents—including Venezuelan shortstop Kevin Maitan—and a 13th player’s contract was not approved. The team also lost a 2018 third-round draft pick, and the team will face international signing sanctions for the rest of the decade.


General manager John Coppolella and international scouting director Gordon Blakeley were fired. Coppolella was permanently banned from baseball. President of baseball operations John Hart left voluntarily.


The Braves moved quickly to bring in experienced leadership, hiring former Blue Jays GM Alex Anthopoulos to try to carry the rebuild to fruition. He inherits a team well equipped to rebuild.


Atlanta opened its new ballpark, a suburban stadium that is part of a planned retail-residential development that should bolster revenue for decades, allowing the team to increase its payroll.


And there is a solid lineup core already in place, thanks to Freddie Freeman, Ender Inciarte and the young double-play combo of Ozzie Albies and Dansby Swanson. Outfielder Ronald Acuna, the Minor League Player of the Year, gives the team another potential cornerstone.
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Second baseman Ozzie Albies gained traction in Atlanta during a strong rookie season.





The front office turmoil does create an unusual dynamic. What Anthopoulos and his staff will have to do is figure out which of the team’s many pitching prospects are big league starters, which are relievers and which ones are best traded elsewhere.


PROJECTED 2021 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Alex Jackson (25)







	First Base


	Freddie Freeman (32)







	Second Base


	Ozzie Albies (25)







	Third Base


	Austin Riley (23)







	Shortstop


	Dansby Swanson (28)







	Left Field


	Ender Inciarte (31)







	Center Field


	Cristian Pache (22)







	Right Field


	Ronald Acuna (23)







	No. 1 Starter


	Luiz Gohara (25)







	No. 2 Starter


	Mike Soroka (24)







	No. 3 Starter


	Kyle Wright (25)







	No. 4 Starter


	Julio Teheran (31)







	No. 5 Starter


	Ian Anderson (23)







	Closer


	A.J. Minter (28)








Atlanta will likely begin the 2018 season with three first- or second-year big leaguers in its rotation. A full rotation of candidates—including Top 10 Prospects Luiz Gohara, Mike Soroka, Kyle Wright, Kolby Allard and Max Fried—will be lined up behind them at Double-A and Triple-A. If the team is going to contend by 2019, the new front office must sort through the arms quickly.


Anthopoulos’ staff in Toronto did an excellent job of drafting and developing pitchers, though the Blue Jays did trade away some of the best of their arms, including righthanders Noah Syndergaard, Daniel Norris and Joe Musgrove. In Atlanta, he and his staff will have to get up to speed quickly on whom to keep and whom to trade.





DEPTH CHART



ATLANTA BRAVES


TOP 2018 ROOKIE: Ronald Acuna, OF. He’s ready, and with Matt Kemp traded in the offseason he should have space to play soon in Atlanta.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: William Contreras, C. The Braves are very deep at catcher, but Contreras’ offensive ability stands out.


SLEEPER: Josh Graham, RHP. Thanks to a solid fastball-changeup combo, Graham isn’t that far away from helping the big league bullpen.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	23


	Acquired


	7







	College


	5


	Trade


	7







	Junior college


	1


	Rule 5 draft


	0







	High school


	9


	Independent league


	0







	Nondrafted free agent


	0


	Free agent/waivers


	0







	International


	8
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DRAFT ANALYSIS



2017


BEST PURE HITTER: Switch-hitting OF Drew Waters (2) has a sound approach and plenty of bat speed, and his plus speed should help him beat out the occasional infield hit as well. His swing is pretty similar from both sides of the plate.


BEST POWER HITTER: C/1B Drew Lugbauer (11) never hit for average at Michigan, but he always had power. After hitting 12 home runs for the Wolverines, he added 13 more in a half-season as a pro, several of the long and loud variety. His swing generates natural loft and leverage to go with solid-average bat speed.


FASTEST RUNNER: Waters is a 4.1-4.15 runner from home to first from the left side, giving him 60 grades on the 20-to-80 scouting scale. He’s adept on the basepaths although he didn’t show much basestealing aptitude in his pro debut.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Waters’ plus speed and plus arm should allow him to stay in center field long-term. INF Jordan Rodgers (6) adeptly handled the challenge of playing shortstop, second and third base in his pro debut.


BEST FASTBALL: RHP Kyle Wright (1) sits at 92-96 mph and touched 97-98 in his pro debut. It’s a potential top-of-the-scale pitch with late life and excellent angle. RHP Freddy Tarnok (3) pitches at 92-94, touching 97 on his best days, although like many teenagers he has plenty of work to do on his consistency.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH: Wright’s slider and curveball have both earned plus-plus grades at their best. The mid-80s slider has plenty of power while the slower curveball has good depth, but the quality of both varies from outing to outing.


BEST PRO DEBUT: Lugbauer hit .261/.352/.514 with 13 home runs in stops at Rookie-level Danville and low Class A Rome while also adapting to catching more than he did in college.


BEST ATHLETE: Waters’ combination of speed and developing power stands out, but it’s par for the course in his very athletic family. His father was a Georgia Tech offensive lineman, his older brother played baseball at Georgia and his sister played soccer at Georgia as well.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: RHP Jacob Belinda (10) is the nephew of former Pirates righthander Stan Belinda. C Justin Morhardt (22) is from a baseball family; his grandfather Moe briefly reached the major leagues in the early 1960s with the Cubs, and his father Greg is a Braves area scout and famously signed Mike Trout when he worked for the Angels.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: Wright is a top-of-the-draft college righthander. Normally those are some of the fastest-moving draft picks in every draft class.


BEST LATE-ROUND PICK: Lugbauer was the only post-10th round pick to receive more than $125,000 (he counted $100 toward the Braves’ bonus allotment). If he can develop his catching ability, he has a chance to be a find as a power bat who plays adequate defense.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: RHP Cade Cavalli (29) barely pitched during his senior year of high school because of a back injury, but he pitched at 92-95 mph in the Oklahoma playoffs. He will compete for a spot in the Sooners’ rotation instead.


—J.J. COOPER


2016


The Braves loaded up on prep pitchers in 2016 and the early returns have been good. RHP Ian Anderson (1), LHP Joey Wentz (1s) and RHP Bryse Wilson (4) all found success as teammates in 2017.


GRADE: B


2015


With three of the first 41 picks, the Braves landed a trio of prep stars in LHP Kolby Allard (1), RHP Mike Soroka (1) and 3B Austin Riley (1s). The class has already produced a big leaguer in LHP A.J. Minter (2s).


GRADE: A


2014


RHP Max Povse (3) reached MLB with Seattle in 2017. Otherwise, this class has come up dry. OF Braxton Davidson (1) hasn’t gotten out of A ball and RHP Garrett Fulenchek (2) is stuck in short-season ball.


GRADE: F


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2017 Org







	2008


	Brett DeVall, LHP (1st round supp.)


	Did not play







	2009


	Mike Minor, LHP


	Royals







	2010


	Matt Lipka, SS (1st round supplemental)


	Rangers







	2011


	Sean Gilmartin, LHP


	Cardinals







	2012


	Lucas Sims, RHP


	Braves







	2013


	Jason Hursh, RHP


	Braves







	2014


	Braxton Davidson, OF


	Braves







	2015


	Kolby Allard, LHP


	Braves







	2016


	Ian Anderson, RHP


	Braves







	2017


	Kyle Wright, RHP


	Braves











1 RONALD ACUNA, OF
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KARL L. MOORE







BA GRADE


70


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES


HIT: 60.


POW: 70.


SPD: 70.


FLD: 70.


ARM: 60.


Projected future grades on 20-80 scouting scale





Born: Dec. 18, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 180. Signed: Venezuela, 2014. Signed by: Rolando Petit.


Acuna’s father Ron was a long-time Mets minor leaguer. But from an early age, the elder Acuna knew that his son would likely end up the better player. Ronald signed for $100,000, choosing the Braves over the Royals, and was advanced enough to begin his pro career in the U.S. in 2015. Acuna missed much of 2016 with of a thumb injury and began 2017 at high Class A Florida. The Braves were confident he was ready for an in-season promotion—and they were right. Acuna blitzed through Double-A Mississippi in just two months and was even better for Triple-A Gwinnett, earning Minor League Player of the Year honors. The Braves’ experience with Andruw Jones, who similarly jumped three minor league levels in a POY season in 1996, influenced their decision to move Acuna aggressively. They quickly realized he thrived when challenged.


Acuna has a wide range of strengths and few glaring weaknesses. Multiple scouts predicted multiple all-star appearances in his future. He’s the rare prospect who actually carries future 60 (or better) grades on the 20-80 scale for all five tools. Acuna is a 70 runner with 70 defense who has a 60 arm and 60 hit tool. Many scouts project him to future 70 power. He already uses the whole field, and he went deep six times in 2017 to right or right-center field. Acuna used the opposite field more often as the season progressed. Not coincidentally he became tougher to strike out. Scouts looking for flaws noted that his strong arm is sometimes inaccurate and he could sometimes be stymied by quality fastballs up and in. But he already shows an ability to lay off breaking balls and velocity out of the zone. When he gets a pitch to hit, Acuna has extremely fast hands with strong wrists that whip the bat through the zone with excellent bat speed. He already generates exceptional exit velocities, which should pay off with 25-30 home runs once he matures.


Even though he has fewer than 1,000 minor league at-bats, Acuna is big league ready and will head to spring training expected to play a significant role in 2018. With Ender Inciarte in center field, his initial role will be left or right fielder. The track record for 20-year-old big leaguers is spotty, but Acuna’s defense and plate discipline should help ease his transition.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2017 Org







	2008


	Jordan Schafer, OF


	Cardinals







	2009


	Tommy Hanson, RHP


	Deceased







	2010


	Jason Heyward, OF


	Cubs







	2011


	Julio Teheran, RHP


	Braves







	2012


	Julio Teheran, RHP


	Braves







	2013


	Julio Teheran, RHP


	Braves







	2014


	Lucas Sims, RHP


	Braves







	2015


	Jose Peraza, 2B


	Reds







	2016


	Sean Newcomb, LHP


	Braves







	2017


	Dansby Swanson, SS


	Braves








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter For Average


	Ronald Acuna







	Best Power Hitter


	Ronald Acuna







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Brett Cumberland







	Fastest Baserunner


	Cristian Pache







	Best Athlete


	Cristian Pache







	Best Fastball


	Luiz Gohara







	Best Curveball


	Max Fried







	Best Slider


	A.J. Minter







	Best Changeup


	Kolby Allard







	Best Control


	Mike Soroka







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Lucas Herbert







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Austin Riley







	Best Infield Arm


	Austin Riley







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Cristian Pache







	Best Outfield Arm


	Ray Patrick-Didder












	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.258


	37


	132


	31


	34







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.290


	18


	69


	10


	20







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.333


	2


	6


	1


	2







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.311


	40


	148


	27


	46







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	.287


	28


	115


	21


	33







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.326


	57


	221


	29


	72







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	.344


	54


	221


	38


	76







	Minor League Totals


	.310


	236


	912


	157


	283












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	9


	2


	3


	11


	18







	 


	Danville (APP)


	5


	2


	1


	7


	10







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	0


	1


	1







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	2


	2


	4


	18


	18







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	3


	5


	3


	19


	8







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	14


	1


	9


	30


	18







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	14


	2


	9


	33


	17







	Minor League Totals


	47


	14


	29


	119


	90












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	23


	11


	3


	.376


	.424







	 


	Danville (APP)


	19


	5


	1


	.388


	.464







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	0


	0


	.500


	.333







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	28


	14


	7


	.387


	.432







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	40


	14


	3


	.336


	.478







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	56


	19


	11


	.374


	.520







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	48


	11


	6


	.393


	.548







	Minor League Totals


	215


	74


	31


	.378


	.488











2 LUIZ GOHARA, LHP
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BA GRADE


65


Risk: High


FB: 80.


SL: 70.


CHG: 45.


CTL: 45.





Born: July 31, 1996. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 215. Signed: Brazil, 2012. Signed by: Emilio Carrasquel/Hide Sueyoshi (Mariners).


Coming into 2017, Gohara was largely seen as a high-ceiling tease. His development was slowed by disagreements with the Mariners front office over his conditioning. Traded to the Braves for righthander Shae Simmons and Mallex Smith in January 2017, Gohara seemed to embrace the Braves’ lighter touch, and he advanced three minor league levels before reaching Atlanta in September.


Gohara’s pure stuff compares favorably with anyone. In just 29 big league innings, he threw more 98-plus mph fastballs than any other lefty starter. His 95-99 mph fastball generates top-of-the-scale grades and his 82-85 mph slider is equally impressive because it looks like his fastball coming out of his hand before diving with late tilt. He shows some feel for a changeup and throws hard enough that the change of pace gives it some deception, but it lacks late fade and he struggles to keep it on the edges of the plate. He will need to refine if it’s going to be anything more than a show-me pitch. Gohara’s control is fringe-average at best, but he has made significant strides and should develop average control.


Gohara’s speedy climb in 2017 ensures he will go to spring training competing for a spot in the rotation. He has the potential to be a front-line starter, though his lack of a track record of durability is a concern.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	1


	1.86


	2


	2







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	SS


	3


	7


	6.20


	14


	14







	2016


	Everett (NWL)


	SS


	2


	0


	1.76


	3


	3







	 


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	5


	2


	1.82


	10


	10







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	3


	1


	1.98


	7


	7







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	2


	1


	2.60


	12


	11







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	2


	2


	3.31


	7


	7







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	1


	3


	4.91


	5


	5







	Major League Totals


	1


	3


	4.91


	5


	5







	Minor League Totals


	19


	23


	3.73


	74


	73












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	0


	0


	10


	10


	0







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	0


	0


	54


	67


	4







	2016


	Everett (NWL)


	0


	0


	15


	13


	1







	 


	Clinton (MWL)


	0


	0


	54


	44


	1







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	0


	0


	36


	33


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	52


	42


	2







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	35


	31


	4







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	0


	29


	32


	2







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	29


	32


	2







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	328


	319


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	6


	5


	4.7


	1.66


	.294







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	32


	62


	10.4


	1.84


	.305







	2016


	Everett (NWL)


	3


	21


	12.3


	1.04


	.224







	 


	Clinton (MWL)


	20


	60


	9.9


	1.18


	.223







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	10


	39


	9.7


	1.18


	.243







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	18


	60


	10.4


	1.15


	.218







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	16


	48


	12.2


	1.33


	.230







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	8


	31


	9.5


	1.36


	.283







	Major League Totals


	8


	31


	9.5


	1.36


	.283







	Minor League Totals


	140


	375


	10.3


	1.40


	.253











3 MIKE SOROKA, RHP
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BA GRADE


60


Risk: Medium


FB: 60.


SL: 60.


CHG: 55.


CTL: 60.





Born: Aug. 4, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 195. Drafted: HS—Calgary, 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Brent Evert.


The Braves skipped Soroka over high Class A in 2017 and made him the second-youngest player in Double-A on Opening Day. He responded by finishing second in the Southern League in ERA (2.75).


Soroka is a sinker/slider pitcher who touches 95 mph but lives at 90-93 mph with his two-seamer. His delivery has a little crossfire action that adds deception and has not affected his plus control. He started to throw his four-seamer more to alter hitters’ eye levels. Soroka’s plus breaking ball is hard to classify. At it’s best it’s an above-average 84-86 mph curveball because of 1-to-7 shape, but it’s tighter and has a sharper break than normal. When his adrenaline is flowing, it morphs into a high-80s pitch with slider tilt. His changeup flashes above-average with some late run but could use more consistency. It’s vital for Soroka to handle lefties. His sinker and breaking ball eat up righthanders, but those same offerings end up down and in where lefties can feast, so his changeup must show run away from lefties.


Soroka’s pure stuff doesn’t match Kyle Wright, Luiz Gohara or Ian Anderson, but his exceptional makeup, pitchability and athleticism make him a safe bet to be a mid-rotation starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	1.80


	4


	3







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	2


	3.75


	6


	6







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	9


	9


	3.02


	25


	24







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	11


	8


	2.75


	26


	26







	Minor League Totals


	20


	19


	2.91


	61


	59












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	10


	5


	0







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	24


	28


	0







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	143


	130


	3







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	154


	133


	10







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	331


	296


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	11


	9.9


	0.60


	.143







	 


	Danville (APP)


	4


	26


	9.8


	1.33


	.283







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	32


	125


	7.9


	1.13


	.244







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	34


	125


	7.3


	1.09


	.233







	Minor League Totals


	71


	287


	7.8


	1.11


	.239











4 KYLE WRIGHT, RHP




[image: Image]

CARL KLINE







BA GRADE


65


Risk: High


FB: 70.


CB: 60.


SL: 60.


CHG: 55.


CTL: 50.





Born: Oct. 2, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 220. Drafted: Vanderbilt, 2017 (1st round). Signed by: Dustin Evans.


Wright traveled the typical Vanderbilt ace development track, going from dominating reliever as freshman to reliable starter as a sophomore and junior. The Braves went nearly $1.3 million over slot to sign Wright for $7 million as the fifth overall pick in 2017. He finished the year with six starts at high Class A Florida.


Wright’s plus-plus fastball ranges from 92-98 mph, with late life at its best to go with excellent angle. His command is better when he’s pitching in the lower registers of his velocity range. Wright’s curveball and slider both generate potential plus grades, but he often shows a knack for locating one or the other, depending on the day. His curveball is a low-80s pitch with late break and good depth. His harder mid-80s slider has modest break but plenty of power. His mid-80s changeup is his fourth pitch for now but shows excellent fade and run when he’s locked in.


Wright is still adjusting to the five-day schedule of pro ball, but in an organization that doesn’t hesitate to challenge players, an Opening Day assignment to Double-A isn’t out of the question. He has a chance to be a future top-of-the-rotation starter thanks to his varied repertoire, physicality and control.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	1.59


	3


	3







	 


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	0


	1


	3.18


	6


	6







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	2.65


	9


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	6


	3


	0







	 


	Florida (FSL)


	0


	0


	11


	8


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	17


	11


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	2


	8


	12.7


	0.88


	.150







	 


	Florida (FSL)


	4


	10


	7.9


	1.06


	.205







	Minor League Totals


	6


	18


	9.5


	1.00


	.186











5 IAN ANDERSON, RHP
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BA GRADE


60


Risk: High


FB: 60.


CB: 60.


CHG: 55.


CTL: 50.





Born: May 2, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 170. Drafted: HS—Clifton Park, N.Y., 2016 (1st round). Signed by: Greg Morhardt.


Anderson was a victim of his own success in 2017. His success and efficiency in the first half meant he bumped up against his innings limit earlier than expected. Worried about overtaxing a cold-weather arm in his first full season, the Braves slammed the brakes on Anderson’s pitch limits, holding him to just 17.2 innings in the final two months.


The Braves’ initial point of emphasis with young pitchers is to teach them to throw a quality changeup. Anderson embraced the pitch, developing it from an afterthought to a pitch that flashes above-average in the span of a year. The improved change gives him a chance to end up with three above-average pitches. His 91-95 mph fastball touches 97, and he gets downhill thanks to his over-the-top delivery. As he worked on his change, Anderson relied less on his plus curveball with 12-to-6 action, but it’s still his best secondary offering. His walk numbers would indicate otherwise, but scouts believe Anderson has advanced control and command for his age, despite his walk rate of 4.7 per nine innings.


Anderson projects as a future No. 2 or 3 starter, though he has to prove his durability and consistency. He will jump to high Class A Florida in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	1


	0


	0.00


	5


	5







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	2


	3.74


	5


	5







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	4


	5


	3.14


	20


	20







	Minor League Totals


	5


	7


	2.79


	30


	30












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	18


	14


	0







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	22


	19


	1







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	83


	69


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	123


	102


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	4


	18


	9.0


	1.00


	.222







	 


	Danville (APP)


	8


	18


	7.5


	1.25


	.244







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	43


	101


	11.0


	1.35


	.232







	Minor League Totals


	55


	137


	10.1


	1.28


	.232











6 AUSTIN RILEY, 3B




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


55


Risk: Medium


HIT: 50.


POW: 60.


SPD: 40.


FLD: 55.


ARM: 70.





Born: April 2, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 220. Drafted: HS—Southaven, Miss., 2015 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Don Thomas.


Many teams saw Riley as a better pitching prospect than hitter coming out of high school. The Braves disagreed, believing in Riley’s power. He’s rewarded their faith by hitting 20 home runs in each of his first two full seasons while advancing to Double-A Mississippi at age 20 in 2017.


Riley has embraced the Braves’ focus on improving his nutritional habits. He appears slimmer, stronger and quicker than he was when drafted. He also has shortened his swing and improved his bat speed, helping him to more consistently get to his plus power potential and alleviating concerns about his now average hit tool. Riley’s biggest improvement has come defensively. He has alleviated fears he would need to move to first base and is now an above-average third baseman. His plus-plus arm is still his calling card, but he also improved his first-step quickness.


Riley headed to the Arizona Fall League, which will help prepare him for a move to Triple-A Gwinnett in 2018. Unless blocked by a future trade or free agent acquisition, Riley is the Braves’ third baseman of the not-too-distant future.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.255


	30


	106


	18


	27







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.351


	30


	111


	18


	39







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.271


	129


	495


	68


	134







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	.252


	81


	306


	43


	77







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.315


	48


	178


	28


	56







	Minor League Totals


	.278


	318


	1196


	175


	333












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	5


	0


	7


	21


	12







	 


	Danville (APP)


	9


	1


	5


	19


	14







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	39


	2


	20


	80


	39







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	10


	1


	12


	47


	23







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	9


	1


	8


	27


	20







	Minor League Totals


	72


	5


	52


	194


	108












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	37


	2


	1


	.331


	.500







	 


	Danville (APP)


	28


	0


	1


	.443


	.586







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	147


	3


	3


	.324


	.479







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	74


	0


	2


	.310


	.408







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	50


	2


	0


	.389


	.511







	Minor League Totals


	336


	7


	7


	.343


	.477











7 KOLBY ALLARD, LHP




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


55


Risk: Medium


FB: 50.


CB: 60.


CHG: 60.


CTL: 60.





Born: Aug. 13, 1997. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 180. Drafted: HS—San Clemente, Calif., 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Dan Cox.


The Braves challenged both Allard and Mike Soroka with a two-level jump to Double-A Mississippi in 2017. Allard handled it with few issues. The youngest player in Double-A at the start of the season, Allard worked five or more innings in 25 of 27 starts.


Allard is a nibbler by necessity. His average 88-92 mph fastball lacks the oomph and plane to consistently challenge hitters, but thanks to plus command, he largely avoids the heart of the plate. He can manipulate his fastball by cutting it to get in on hitters’ hands. His changeup graded as consistently plus in 2017, while his curveball is plus at its best, but it wasn’t as consistent. His lack of size limits his projection, but his preternatural polish and command give him a high likelihood of big league success.


Even as Allard earns comparisons with front-line Braves pitchers of the past, like Steve Avery, scouts consistently project him as a future No. 4 starter, with a few seeing a potential No. 3 and others saying No. 5. Allard is ready for Triple-A Gwinnett and could reach the majors as a 20-year-old in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	3


	3







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	R


	3


	0


	1.32


	5


	5







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	5


	3


	3.73


	11


	11







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	8


	11


	3.18


	27


	27







	Minor League Totals


	16


	14


	3.03


	46


	46












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	6


	1


	0







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	27


	18


	0







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	60


	54


	5







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	2


	0


	150


	146


	11







	Minor League Totals


	3


	0


	244


	219


	16












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	12


	18.0


	0.17


	.053







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	5


	33


	10.9


	0.84


	.186







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	20


	62


	9.2


	1.23


	.244







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	45


	129


	7.7


	1.27


	.258







	Minor League Totals


	70


	236


	8.7


	1.19


	.243











8 MAX FRIED, LHP
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BA GRADE


60


Risk: V. High


FB: 60.


CB: 60.


CHG: 45.


CTL: 45.





Born: Jan. 19, 1994. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 200. Drafted: HS—Los Angeles, 2012 (1st round). Signed by: Brent Mayne (Padres).


The first high school pitcher drafted in 2012, Fried has endured Tommy John surgery, a trade and bouts of wildness. A blister issue helped ruin his first half in 2017, but he rebounded to make his big league debut in August.


Fried’s fastball and curveball combo can be devastating when he’s throwing strikes. His plus curve has long been his biggest weapon. He loosens it up as a 72-74 mph get-me-over pitch early in counts, but then tightens it into a harder 75-77 tight-breaking curve that generates swings and misses later in counts. Fried’s 92-93 mph fastball touches 97 at its hottest. It is an above-average pitch, but his current below-average control limits his effectiveness. His fringe-average changeup is a usable pitch Fried unveils against righthanders. He fields his position well and has a dangerous pickoff move. He toys with hitters’ timing by varying his time over the rubber in his delivery.


Fried lacks the polish and control of younger system-mates Mike Soroka or Kolby Allard, but he also has better pure stuff. As a member of the 40-man roster, he figures to see big league time in 2018, though his control could use further refinement up the road in Gwinnett.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	8


	7


	3.93


	21


	20







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	2


	11


	5.92


	19


	19







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	0


	0


	0.00


	2


	2







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	1


	1


	3.81


	9


	4







	Major League Totals


	1


	1


	3.81


	9


	4







	Minor League Totals


	16


	27


	4.23


	80


	78












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	103


	87


	10







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	87


	88


	8







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	6


	1


	0







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	0


	26


	30


	3







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	26


	30


	3







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	343


	312


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	47


	112


	9.8


	1.30


	.236







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	43


	85


	8.8


	1.51


	.268







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	2


	6


	9.0


	0.50


	.056







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	12


	22


	7.6


	1.62


	.286







	Major League Totals


	12


	22


	7.6


	1.62


	.286







	Minor League Totals


	159


	330


	8.7


	1.37


	.249











9 CRISTIAN PACHE, OF




[image: Image]






BA GRADE


55


Risk: High


HIT: 50.


POW: 40.


SPD: 80.


FLD: 70.


ARM: 55.





Born: Nov. 18, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 185. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2015. Signed by: Matias Laureano.


A top prospect in the 2015 international class, Pache has gotten better since he signed. An above-average runner then, he’s now a top-of-the-scale runner. His glove work has similarly improved as he advanced to low Class A Rome in 2017.


Pache’s aggressive, almost cocky center field defense will get him to the big leagues. He plays shallow, challenging hitters to hit it over his head. If they do, he proves he can track balls over his head with ease. He’s one of the best defensive center fielders in the minors and has Gold Glove potential with an above-average arm. Pache’s speed plays on the basepaths, too. At the plate, his swing has some length that leads scouts to see a future average hit tool, but he has shown improved strike-zone recognition and solid bat-to-ball skills. Scouts love his athleticism and believe that once he fills out he’ll hit for at least average power, even though he has yet to homer as a pro.


Pache’s bat will determine whether he becomes an impact regular or just a useful, speedy outfielder. He has plenty of time to develop power, which probably won’t show up in the expansive parks of the high Class A Florida State League in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.283


	27


	106


	16


	30







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.333


	30


	114


	12


	38







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.281


	119


	469


	60


	132







	Minor League Totals


	.290


	176


	689


	88


	200












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	2


	4


	0


	11


	6







	 


	Danville (APP)


	2


	3


	0


	10


	7







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	13


	8


	0


	42


	39







	Minor League Totals


	17


	15


	0


	63


	52












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	11


	7


	3


	.325


	.377







	 


	Danville (APP)


	13


	4


	2


	.372


	.404







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	104


	32


	14


	.335


	.343







	Minor League Totals


	128


	43


	19


	.340


	.358











10 ALEX JACKSON, C




[image: Image]

MIKE JANES







BA GRADE


55


Risk: V. High


HIT: 40.


POW: 60.


SPD: 40.


FLD: 45.


ARM: 60.





Born: Dec. 25, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.; 6-2. Wt.: 215. Drafted: HS—Rancho Berando, Calif., 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Gary Patchett (Mariners).


Considered one of the best power hitters in the 2014 draft class, Jackson’s pro career with the Mariners quickly fell apart. He proved to be a less accomplished hitter with less hand-eye coordination than projected and he battled injuries.


The Braves acquired Jackson after the 2016 season for Rob Whalen and Max Povse in a change-of-scenery trade and immediately moved him back to catcher, which he hadn’t played since high school. It was a wise move, as Jackson’s big power and hit tool concerns fit much better at catcher than as a below-average defender in right field. Understandably Jackson looked rusty and raw behind the plate, but he showed a willingness to work and improve and he has a plus arm (although poor footwork sometimes affects his accuracy). As a big bodied catcher, he’s never going to be particularly agile, but scouts say he could work to be a fringe-average defender. At the plate, Jackson’s plus-plus raw power came more into play in 2017. He’s too aggressive and his power comes more from strength than bat speed, which makes him vulnerable to velocity, but he has 20-plus home run potential, even if it comes with .230-.240 batting averages.


Jackson needs a year or more of defensive work, and his glove will determine how quickly he advances from Double-A Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	.157


	28


	108


	10


	17







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	SS


	.239


	48


	163


	31


	39







	2016


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	.243


	92


	333


	43


	81







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	.272


	66


	257


	44


	70







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.255


	30


	110


	12


	28







	Minor League Totals


	.245


	287


	1053


	151


	258












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	6


	0


	0


	13


	6







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	11


	1


	8


	25


	21







	2016


	Clinton (MWL)


	20


	1


	11


	55


	34







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	17


	0


	14


	45


	13







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	4


	0


	5


	20


	10







	Minor League Totals


	64


	4


	40


	174


	93












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	35


	1


	1


	.240


	.213







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	61


	2


	4


	.365


	.466







	2016


	Clinton (MWL)


	103


	2


	1


	.332


	.408







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	74


	0


	1


	.333


	.502







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	32


	0


	0


	.317


	.427







	Minor League Totals


	329


	5


	8


	.328


	.427











11 JOEY WENTZ, LHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 6, 1997. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 210. Drafted: HS—Shawnee Mission, Kan., 2016 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Nate Dion.


A lanky, power-hitting first baseman who blossomed into one of the better lefthanders in the 2016 draft class with an outstanding senior season of high school, Wentz’s first full pro season in 2017 was outstanding. He finished second in the South Atlantic League in strikeouts (152), third in opponent average (.209) and fourth in ERA (2.60).


Wentz’s approach and stuff draws comparisons with Kolby Allard’s, because both are lefties with 88-92 mph fastballs and above-average changeups. Wentz stuck his above-average curveball in his back pocket for some starts as he worked on refining his changeup, and the focus on his change did seem to lessen his feel for his curve. It paid off in the sense that his changeup has developed into a difference maker, but the hope in the long run is that he’ll be throwing a pair of above-average offspeed pitches. Wentz’s fastball is an average pitch right now, and he’s touched 96 mph in the past, so some believe that the skinny lefty will add more velocity as he fills out. Scouts debate how much projection he has left.


If he adds another two or three ticks to his fastball, Wentz has the makings of a front-line starter, but any erosion of his current velocity would lead him into fringe territory.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	4


	4







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	1


	4


	5.06


	8


	8







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	8


	3


	2.60


	26


	26







	Minor League Totals


	9


	7


	2.87


	38


	38












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	12


	3


	0







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	32


	31


	0







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	132


	99


	4







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	176


	133


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	5


	18


	13.5


	0.67


	.083







	 


	Danville (APP)


	20


	35


	9.8


	1.59


	.265







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	46


	152


	10.4


	1.10


	.209







	Minor League Totals


	71


	205


	10.5


	1.16


	.212











12 BRYSE WILSON, RHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 20, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 215. Drafted: HS—Hillsborough, N.C., 2016 (4th round). Signed by: Billy Best.


Football was always Wilson’s second-best sport, but he still received scholarship offers from various Division I teams after they watched him excel as a quarterback, running back, wide receiver, linebacker and punter. Whenever there was an injury for his Orange High team, Wilson just slid to another spot and did the job. That same attitude is apparent on the mound.


The Braves believe Wilson has special makeup. He pitches off of his above-average 92-94 mph fastball, but it’s the development of his changeup into an above-average pitch that has really helped him take a step forward. He was a fastball/slider pitcher before 2017, but his newly-refined changeup has surpassed his breaking ball already. Wilson’s delivery has a lot of length in his takeaway and a wrap, which leads some scouts to worry that it will be difficult for him to ever consistently snap off his slider, but when it’s on, it’s an above-average pitch.


Wilson’s potentially above-average control, strong frame and three-pitch mix gives him a shot to be a future mid-rotation starter. He’s ready for high Class A Florida.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	1


	1


	0.68


	9


	6







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	10


	7


	2.50


	26


	26







	Minor League Totals


	11


	8


	2.20


	35


	32












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	27


	16


	0







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	137


	105


	8







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	164


	121


	8












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	8


	29


	9.8


	0.90


	.172







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	37


	139


	9.1


	1.04


	.211







	Minor League Totals


	45


	168


	9.2


	1.01


	.205











13 TUCKER DAVIDSON, LHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: March 25, 1996. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 215. Drafted: Midland (Texas) JC, 2016 (19th round). Signed by: Nate Dion.


No player drafted out of Midland (Texas) JC ever has made the majors, but Davidson has a chance to become the first. He has proven to be an impressive scouting find.


Expected to be a useful organization reliever, Davidson showed up in 2017 in better shape than he’d been in his draft year, and his fastball took a step forward. After he blew 95-97 mph fastballs by Asheville hitters in a three-inning relief outing in June, the Braves decided to see how he handled starting. He survived an awful rotation debut, where he allowed seven unearned runs in 1.2 innings, to allow two runs or less in nine of his remaining 11 starts. As a starter, Davidson maintained a 90-95 mph fastball that earns plus grades thanks to its excellent finish. He also flashes a plus curveball and changeup. He has less track record, but Davidson’s pure stuff is better than that of Joey Wentz or Kyle Muller.


On the other hand, Davidson has more effort to his delivery and is not as fluid an athlete, leading some scouts to expect he’ll eventually return to the bullpen. He’s ready to head to high Class A Florida.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	3


	1.52


	11


	1







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	5


	4


	2.60


	31


	12







	Minor League Totals


	5


	7


	2.36


	42


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	30


	32


	1







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	2


	104


	96


	4







	Minor League Totals


	0


	2


	133


	128


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	4


	32


	9.7


	1.21


	.271







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	30


	101


	8.8


	1.22


	.248







	Minor League Totals


	34


	133


	9.0


	1.22


	.253











14 TOUKI TOUSSAINT, RHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: June 26, 1996. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Coral Springs, Fla. 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Frankie Thon Jr. (Diamondbacks).


Data demonstrates that first-round high school pitching prospects can take a while to develop. Toussaint is a prime example of that adage, because his minor league career has yet to match the expectations that come with his exceptional stuff.


Scouts who see Toussaint on a good night throw an easy plus grade on his 93-95 mph fastball and a plus-plus grade on his 12-to-6 hammer curveball. After tweaking his grip, his changeup has improved to become a useful, fringe-average third pitch that he can throw for strikes as well. It lacks late drop, but it has good deception and separation. He’s an excellent athlete with long arms and a solid frame. But Toussaint has yet to develop the consistency to go with his stuff, and his fastball proves more hittable than its velocity (he can touch 98 mph) would indicate. Too often, his control wanders and he leaves hittable fastballs up in the zone. When he runs into trouble, he’s yet to figure out how to limit the damage. With a long arm action, Toussaint has yet to show he can consistently repeat his delivery, leading to below-average control.


The pieces are there for Toussaint to be a solid mid-rotation starter, but he has plenty of work to do on control and consistency as he heads back to Double-A Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	2


	2


	3.69


	7


	7







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	3


	5


	5.73


	10


	10







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	4


	8


	3.88


	27


	24







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	3


	9


	5.04


	19


	19







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	3


	4


	3.18


	7


	7







	Minor League Totals


	17


	32


	4.66


	82


	77












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	39


	31


	4







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	49


	40


	6







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	132


	105


	13







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	0


	0


	105


	101


	8







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	1


	0


	40


	30


	3







	Minor League Totals


	2


	0


	394


	345


	39












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	15


	29


	6.7


	1.18


	.218







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	33


	38


	7.0


	1.50


	.229







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	71


	128


	8.7


	1.33


	.217







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	42


	123


	10.5


	1.36


	.245







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	22


	44


	10.0


	1.31


	.207







	Minor League Totals


	201


	394


	9.0


	1.39


	.233











15 A.J. MINTER, LHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: Sept. 2, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 205. Drafted: Texas A&M, 2015 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Darin Vaughan.


If the Braves can keep Minter healthy, he will be a valuable piece of their bullpen. But much like Arodys Vizcaino, staying healthy has long been a problem for Minter.


Minter missed most of his freshman year at Texas A&M with thoracic outlet syndrome. He missed most of his junior season because of Tommy John surgery. He got off to a late start in 2017 because of elbow soreness, but once he returned, he rocketed to the big leagues, where he quickly proved to be one of the Braves’ most effective relievers. Minter eats up lefties with a plus 94-98 mph fastball, an average cutter and a hard 88-91 mph plus slider. Minter’s combo annihilates lefties (big leaguers hit .190/.227/.190 against him), but his slider isn’t as effective against righthanders. Still, his cutter and velocity give him a chance to be more than a lefty matchup reliever.


Minter is big league ready and has late-inning stuff. He just has to stay off the disabled list.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	0


	0


	0.00


	5


	0







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	0


	0


	0.00


	8


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	0


	2.41


	18


	0







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	0







	 


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	1.80


	5


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	0


	0


	0.00


	3


	0







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	1


	2


	4.70


	17


	0







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	0


	1


	3.00


	16


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	1


	3.00


	16


	0







	Minor League Totals


	2


	2


	2.14


	57


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	2


	7


	2


	0







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	0


	0


	9


	3


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	19


	13


	0







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	1


	1


	0







	 


	Florida (FSL)


	0


	0


	5


	3


	1







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	3


	1


	0







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	15


	15


	1







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	0


	15


	13


	1







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	15


	13


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	2


	59


	38


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	6


	8.1


	0.45


	.091







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	4


	10


	9.6


	0.75


	.100







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	6


	31


	14.9


	1.02


	.188







	2017


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	1


	9.0


	1.00


	.333







	 


	Florida (FSL)


	0


	9


	16.2


	0.60


	.167







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	2


	3


	9.0


	1.00


	.111







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	10


	17


	10.0


	1.63


	.259







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	2


	26


	15.6


	1.00


	.224







	Major League Totals


	2


	26


	15.6


	1.00


	.224







	Minor League Totals


	23


	77


	11.7


	1.03


	.182











16 PATRICK WEIGEL, RHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: July 8, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-6. Wt.: 230. Drafted: Houston, 2015 (7th round). Signed by: Darin Vaughn.


A steal of a seventh-round pick who quickly established himself as a hard-throwing starting pitching prospect as a pro, Weigel was putting himself in contention for a spot in Atlanta in 2017 when his season ended in mid-June with a torn elbow ligament. His final outing blew up his ERA as he labored through three innings, giving up nine runs.


Before he went down with the elbow injury, Weigel had been a dominating presence despite a delivery that seems better suited for 15-20-pitch stints out of the bullpen. He has a high back elbow in his delivery and his arm sometimes has to catch up to his lower half, but he generally makes it work because he’s extremely strong. He has average control. Hitters get a good look at the ball thanks to Weigel’s delivery and high slot, but they still have trouble catching up. Weigel has a power approach, attacking hitters with a 92-95 mph fastball. He’ll mix a curveball and slider that trade back and forth as far as which is better. Both flash above-average on a good day, and he’s comfortable using his slider to backdoor hitters or get them to chase away. Weigel’s below-average changeup needs more separation.


Weigel will likely be ready for instructional league in 2018, but his next official outing may not be until 2019.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	3


	4.53


	14


	14







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	10


	4


	2.51


	22


	21







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	2


	2.18


	3


	3







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	3


	0


	2.89


	7


	7







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	3


	2


	5.27


	8


	8







	Minor League Totals


	17


	11


	3.31


	54


	53












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	52


	53


	2







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	129


	92


	7







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	21


	9


	2







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	37


	32


	2







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	41


	42


	5







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	280


	228


	18












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	26


	49


	8.5


	1.53


	.256







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	47


	135


	9.4


	1.08


	.203







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	8


	17


	7.4


	0.82


	.132







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	11


	38


	9.2


	1.15


	.234







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	17


	30


	6.6


	1.44


	.269







	Minor League Totals


	109


	269


	8.7


	1.21


	.223











17 DREW WATERS, OF




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 30, 1998. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 183. Drafted: HS—Woodstock, Ga., 2017 (2nd round). Signed by: Dustin Evans.


The Braves have long focused on drafting some of the top talents in the Atlanta area. Waters was the top hitter and athlete in the state of Georgia in 2017, making him a logical choice to be the Braves’ second-round pick. He showed enough for the Braves to quickly move him to the Rookie-level Appalachian League, but a 36 percent strikeout rate was a sign of how much work Waters has left to do.


Scouts are divided on the switch-hitter’s hitting potential. There are some who don’t believe Waters’ funky swing will work consistently, but other scouts see loose hands and an ability to whip the bat head through the zone that compensates for a noisy and high-maintenance swing. He’s already toned down what was an exaggerated leg kick that messed with his timing. Scouts are more confident in the rest of his tools. He has an excellent frame and the strength to develop plus power by getting bigger and stronger over the next few years. He is a plus runner who plays an above-average center field, though he’s a little too aggressive with his plus arm, making throws he should leave in his back pocket.


Waters will head to low Class A Rome in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.347


	14


	49


	13


	17







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.255


	36


	149


	20


	38







	Minor League Totals


	.278


	50


	198


	33


	55












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	3


	1


	2


	10


	7







	 


	Danville (APP)


	11


	1


	2


	14


	16







	Minor League Totals


	14


	2


	4


	24


	23












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	11


	2


	1


	.448


	.571







	 


	Danville (APP)


	59


	4


	2


	.331


	.383







	Minor League Totals


	70


	6


	3


	.362


	.429











18 WILLIAM CONTRERAS, C




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 24, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 180. Signed: Venezuela, 2015. Signed by: Rolando Petit.


The younger brother of Cubs catcher Willson Contreras, William was not a prominent prospect as an amateur, but he’s shown a knack to hit that endears him to scouts.


Even as a teenager, Contreras has shown strength in his swing, but he’s a hitter first, serving up line drives to right field more than he yanks the ball. Eventually, he should hit for average power as well, because he already lofts the ball with some thump from time to time. Contreras is undersized, but like his brother he has more athleticism than the average catcher. He has the building blocks to be a solid-average receiver with an above-average arm and a quick transfer, though he has further work to do on his game calling. In a system suddenly filled with catchers at the lower levels, Contreras’ hitting ability and athleticism help him stand out as the most likely of the Braves’ many young catchers to develop into a future big league regular.


Contreras is ready for low Class A Rome, where he’ll catch a good staff that will challenge his ability to handle velocity.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (DSL)


	R


	.314


	49


	172


	21


	54







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.264


	30


	72


	8


	19







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.290


	45


	169


	29


	49







	Minor League Totals


	.295


	124


	413


	58


	122












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (DSL)


	9


	4


	0


	32


	15







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	5


	0


	1


	8


	7







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	10


	1


	4


	25


	24







	Minor League Totals


	24


	5


	5


	65


	46












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (DSL)


	21


	2


	2


	.370


	.413







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	15


	0


	1


	.346


	.375







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	30


	1


	0


	.379


	.432







	Minor League Totals


	66


	3


	3


	.370


	.414











19 RICARDO SANCHEZ, LHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: April 11, 1997. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 170. Signed: Venezuela, 2014. Signed by: Lebi Ochoa/Carlos Ramirez/Mauro Zerpa (Angels).


The Braves acquired Sanchez in a 2015 trade that sent Kyle Kubitza and Nate Hyatt to the Angels. Hyatt retired and Kubitza hit .192 for the Angels, ending up back with the Braves when he hit waivers. Sanchez is the reason the trade could still avoid being irrelevant.


Sanchez has better pure stuff than any lefthanded starter in the Braves’ system other than Luiz Gohara. He will show three plus pitches at his best, including a 91-94 mph fastball, as well as a changeup and curveball, but he’s never been consistent enough to have real success. He’s a short lefty whose size gets in the way when he lets his release point drop, causing his stuff to flatten out. But when he stays tall in his delivery, Sanchez can get swings and misses and also locates better. His curveball isn’t as consistent as his changeup and his control is below-average. The lefty also hasn’t yet figured out damage control.


Sanchez joined the 40-man roster in November and is headed to Double-A Mississippi. He’s yet to put it together, but he’ll be just 21 for the entire 2018 season.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	1


	6


	5.45


	10


	10







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	7


	10


	4.75


	24


	23







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	HiA


	4


	12


	4.86


	22


	21







	Minor League Totals


	14


	30


	4.72


	68


	63












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	40


	37


	3







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	119


	119


	14







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	0


	0


	100


	116


	10







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	298


	312


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	21


	31


	7.0


	1.46


	.250







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	54


	103


	7.8


	1.45


	.268







	2017


	Florida (FSL)


	46


	101


	9.1


	1.62


	.288







	Minor League Totals


	143


	278


	8.4


	1.53


	.271











20 KYLE MULLER, LHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Oct. 7, 1997. B-T: R-L. Ht.: 6-7. Wt.: 240. Drafted: HS—Dallas, 2016 (2nd round). Signed by: Nate Dion.


Muller’s prospect stock soared when his velocity spiked as a senior and he dominated all comers on the Texas high school circuit. That stuff has taken a step back as a pro.


The Braves are an aggressive organization when it comes to minor league assignments, but with Muller, they hit the brakes. Unlike most every top prep pitching prospect Atlanta drafts, Muller didn’t make it to low Class A in his first full season. Instead he spent the year at extended spring training and at Rookie-level Danville. He’s shown a feel to pitch, but his fastball is more consistently 88-91 mph, touching 93, and not the 91-95 he showed on longer rest in high school. It does have angle and enough movement to avoid the sweet spot of bats, but he lacks deception. His curveball improved this year as it’s showing a tighter break and late movement—some evaluators described it as a slider—giving it a chance to be an above-average pitch. He’s still working on getting comfortable with his nascent changeup.


Muller’s command and angle give him survival skills even with a fringe-average fastball, but for him to live up to expectations, he’ll need more arm speed and velocity. He’ll work on that at low Class A Rome in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	1


	0


	0.65


	10


	9







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	R


	1


	1


	4.15


	11


	11







	Minor League Totals


	2


	1


	2.87


	21


	20












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	28


	14


	0







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	48


	43


	5







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	75


	57


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	12


	38


	12.4


	0.94


	.144







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	18


	49


	9.3


	1.28


	.232







	Minor League Totals


	30


	87


	10.4


	1.15


	.202











21 ISRANEL WILSON, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: March 6, 1998. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2014. Signed by: Luis Ortiz.


Wilson is one of the more athletic outfielders in the Braves’ system. A shortstop as an amateur, Wilson immediately moved to the outfield in pro ball, where his plus speed is apparent and his 6-foot-3, 185-pound frame fits better.


As a lefthanded-hitting center fielder with an above-average arm that can handle right field, Wilson has the perfect fourth outfielder profile, though it’s not hard to find scouts who think he’ll develop into a regular. The Braves were happy to see the strides he took at the plate this year. He’s still pull-happy and right field is still a no-fly zone for Wilson, but he started to use center field regularly in 2017. Wilson has the tools and the short, simple swing to be a plus hitter. He also can drop down a bunt and beat it out using his speed. He’s too skinny as of yet to drive the ball consistently, but he has the frame to end up with average power if he fills out as expected.


Wilson likely returns to low Class A Rome to start 2018, but he could play his way to high Class A Florida before the season ends.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.222


	48


	144


	29


	32







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.192


	38


	130


	19


	25







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.250


	17


	68


	11


	17







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.262


	43


	168


	28


	44







	Minor League Totals


	.231


	146


	510


	87


	118












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	5


	1


	10


	22


	26







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	8


	1


	2


	12


	14







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	2


	3


	4


	12


	9







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	3


	3


	2


	20


	18







	Minor League Totals


	18


	8


	18


	66


	67












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	56


	3


	4


	.349


	.479







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	51


	6


	2


	.276


	.315







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	18


	2


	0


	.338


	.544







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	52


	9


	3


	.340


	.351







	Minor League Totals


	177


	20


	9


	.326


	.404











22 DUSTIN PETERSON, OF




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: Sept. 10, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 210. Drafted: HS—Gilbert, Ariz., 2013 (2nd round). Signed by: Dave Lottsfeldt (Padres).


The younger brother of Mariners’ 2013 first-round pick D.J. Peterson, Dustin was helped by D.J.’s well-timed college breakout season and went 31 rounds earlier than his brother did coming out of high school. The Padres drafted him but traded him to the Braves after the 2014 season in the Justin Upton deal.


Peterson’s value, much like his brother’s, is tied to his bat. A high school shortstop who immediately moved to third base as a pro, Peterson was quickly booted to left field, where he’s perfectly adequate. He’s a fringe-average runner with an average arm. If Peterson is going to be a big leaguer, it’s going to be because he has above-average bat speed and above-average power. But a hamate injury cost him a month of the 2017 season and seemed to sap his power afterward. Peterson’s modest power surge in 2016 seemed to show he was making progress toward being an above-average hitter with the above-average power he needs to be an everyday big leaguer. Now he has to prove that his 2017 power outage was injury-related.


The Braves left Peterson off the 40-man roster in 2017, making him Rule 5 eligible, and he was not picked. As a righthanded-hitting corner outfielder, he doesn’t really fit as a backup. He’s more of an up-and-down fill-in or a regular, with few in-between options.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	.251


	118


	446


	58


	112







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.282


	132


	524


	65


	148







	2017


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	.248


	87


	314


	35


	78







	Minor League Totals


	.258


	501


	1968


	242


	507












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	15


	2


	8


	62


	44







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	38


	2


	12


	88


	45







	2017


	Gwinnett (IL)


	17


	1


	1


	30


	27







	Minor League Totals


	109


	8


	31


	277


	150












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	91


	6


	3


	.317


	.348







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	100


	4


	1


	.343


	.431







	2017


	Gwinnett (IL)


	78


	1


	2


	.318


	.318







	Minor League Totals


	439


	15


	9


	.314


	.368











23 FREDDY TARNOK, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Nov. 24, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Riverview, Fla., 2017 (3rd round). Signed by: Rick Sellers.


Tarnok was a two-way prospect whose pitching took a big step forward during his senior year, launching him from being a guy for scouts to keep an eye on in three years to a third-round pick in 2017.


Tarnok is raw potential and power at this point. His fastball has loads of angle and sink and pops the mitt. He sits at 92-94 mph and touches 97 with room to add a little more velocity as he adds muscle and weight with maturity. He has also shown feel for spinning a 77-80 mph curveball that flashes at least average now, and he quickly picked up a changeup. He throws a typical Rookie-level Gulf Coast League changeup right now—which means for every good pitch, there are several poor ones—but he showed aptitude and some conviction throwing it. Tarnok has to work on his consistency and a lot of the little things—holding runners, time to the plate—but he has athleticism and poise.


With fewer innings on his résumé than most young pitchers, Tarnok may need a stop at Rookie-level Danville, but his stuff may force a jump to low Class A Rome instead.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	3


	2.57


	9


	9







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	2.57


	9


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	14


	11


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	14


	11


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	3


	10


	6.4


	1.00


	.208







	Minor League Totals


	3


	10


	6.4


	1.00


	.208











24 JEAN CARLOS ENCARNACION, 3B




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 17, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 195. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2016. Signed by: Jonathan Cruz.


Encarnacion signed for a modest $10,000 bonus in 2016, but he’s quickly proven to be one of the highest-ceilinged prospects in the organization thanks to a rare combination of speed, size and strength.


Encarnacion played shortstop in the Dominican Summer League in 2016 and first and third base in 2017. First base is a waste of his athleticism, so he played third base exclusively after being promoted to Rookie-level Danville. He has to improve his footwork and angles on balls, but with a plus arm, excellent range and adequate hands, he could end up as at least an average third baseman. Other scouts see a rangy outfielder. Encarnacion will turn plus times from home to first and has some of the best raw power in the organization. He’ll have to get more selective, because he has a swing-at-everything approach right now. His strength and bat-to-ball skills have made him a career .298 hitter.


If Encarnacion heads to full-season ball in 2018, expect some initial struggles, but he has the tools to be worth plenty of patience.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	R


	.264


	37


	140


	19


	37







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.350


	27


	103


	16


	36







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.290


	23


	93


	14


	27







	Minor League Totals


	.298


	87


	336


	49


	100












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	3


	3


	0


	16


	11







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	8


	4


	2


	16


	4







	 


	Danville (APP)


	3


	0


	1


	6


	3







	Minor League Totals


	14


	7


	3


	38


	18












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	30


	4


	0


	.340


	.329







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	22


	4


	2


	.374


	.563







	 


	Danville (APP)


	21


	3


	5


	.316


	.355







	Minor League Totals


	73


	11


	7


	.343


	.408











25 HUASCAR YNOA, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: May 29, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 175. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2014. Signed by: Fred Guerrero (Twins).


Former Braves general manager John Coppolella added R.A. Dickey, Bartolo Colon and Jaime Garcia on short-term deals for the 2017 season with the hope of stabilizing the rotation and getting some prospects back in deadline deals. Dickey and Colon didn’t work out, but Garcia was traded to the Twins for the high-ceiling, high-risk Ynoa.


Ynoa is the younger brother of Michael Ynoa, who set an international bonus record in 2009 when he signed with the Athletics for $4.25 million. The younger Ynoa signed for $800,000. Much as it was true when he signed, Ynoa has loads of potential, but is too inconsistent as of yet to dominate. He will sit 95-96 mph and touch 99 with a fastball that is hard to square up. He naturally cuts the ball and has shown an ability to spin a breaking ball, though his curveball and slider tend to merge into one pitch at times and are inconsistent. When he’s on, Ynoa’s slider shows plus potential with good depth. Ynoa’s mechanics are rough. He yanks his fastball at times, doesn’t always stay in line to the plate and needs to repeat everything more consistently to refine his control.


Ynoa has the foundation to be a mid-rotation starter or power reliever as he embarks on his first full-season assignment in 2018.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Twins (DSL)


	R


	2


	5


	2.70


	14


	14







	2016


	Twins (GCL)


	R


	3


	5


	3.18


	11


	11







	2017


	Elizabethton (APP)


	R


	0


	1


	5.26


	6


	6







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	3


	5.26


	7


	7







	Minor League Totals


	5


	14


	3.68


	38


	38












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Twins (DSL)


	0


	0


	57


	43


	1







	2016


	Twins (GCL)


	0


	0


	51


	44


	1







	2017


	Elizabethton (APP)


	0


	0


	26


	28


	1







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	26


	24


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	159


	139


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Twins (DSL)


	30


	47


	7.5


	1.29


	.207







	2016


	Twins (GCL)


	12


	51


	9.0


	1.10


	.228







	2017


	Elizabethton (APP)


	14


	23


	8.1


	1.64


	.277







	 


	Danville (APP)


	15


	27


	9.5


	1.52


	.238







	Minor League Totals


	71


	148


	8.4


	1.32


	.231











26 JEFFREY RAMOS, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 10, 1999. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 185. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2016. Signed by: Jonathan Cruz.


Ramos is going to have to really hit because he’s a left fielder who doesn’t run all that well. As such, he’s already on the wrong end of the defensive spectrum. Virtually all of his value at the big league level would come from his bat.


That’s a good thing for Ramos because he has a very good chance to hit. Signed for $250,000 as an 18-year-old, Ramos led the Rookie-level Gulf Coast League Braves and finished third in the GCL with six home runs despite being promoted to the Rookie-level Appalachian League in early August. Because he’s yet to even reach full-season ball, there’s plenty of risk with Ramos, but scouts see a hitter who has a chance to hit for plus average and plus power. Defensively, he’s a below-average runner. He’s improved in the field, but he’s a left fielder only thanks to a below-average arm, and he’ll have to work to get to average defensively.


Because he is a late bloomer, Ramos has to move a little quicker than a 16-year-old signee, and he is ready for low Class A Rome.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	R


	.230


	33


	126


	19


	29







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.325


	30


	117


	22


	38







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.278


	20


	72


	7


	20







	Minor League Totals


	.276


	83


	315


	48


	87












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	8


	1


	1


	12


	9







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	7


	1


	6


	30


	8







	 


	Danville (APP)


	6


	0


	1


	8


	3







	Minor League Totals


	21


	2


	8


	50


	20












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	27


	3


	2


	.283


	.333







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	27


	1


	0


	.374


	.556







	 


	Danville (APP)


	15


	0


	0


	.308


	.403







	Minor League Totals


	69


	4


	2


	.323


	.432











27 JASSEEL DE LA CRUZ, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: June 26, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 175. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2015. Signed by: Matias Laureano.


The Braves snagged de la Cruz, a late-blooming 18-year-old, for a modest five-figure bonus in 2015 and quickly saw him blossom into a fire-balling righthander with two potential swing-and-miss offerings.


De la Cruz sits 90-96 mph with his fastball, though he struggles to maintain that velocity deeper into games. The velocity, life and control of his fastball all vary from pitch to pitch. His hard 85-88 mph slider gives him a second potentially plus pitch. It’s not yet as consistent as it needs to be, but when he locks in, it’s got late movement. His changeup will be a point of emphasis going forward, because currently it lacks deception and is too hard.


De la Cruz has room to fill out. He’s all long, lanky arms and legs at this point.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Braves (DSL)


	R


	0


	1


	7.11


	7


	0







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	R


	2


	0


	3.42


	12


	3







	 


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	2


	0


	0.00


	6


	0







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	2


	1


	1.89


	4


	4







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	2


	5.32


	7


	6







	Minor League Totals


	6


	4


	3.29


	36


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Braves (DSL)


	0


	0


	6


	6


	0







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	0


	0


	26


	23


	1







	 


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	15


	4


	0







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	19


	13


	1







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	24


	25


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	90


	71


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Braves (DSL)


	8


	6


	8.5


	2.21


	.261







	2016


	Braves (DSL)


	14


	20


	6.8


	1.41


	.247







	 


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	12


	7.2


	0.33


	.085







	2017


	Braves (GCL)


	7


	17


	8.1


	1.05


	.188







	 


	Danville (APP)


	11


	19


	7.2


	1.52


	.260







	Minor League Totals


	41


	74


	7.4


	1.24


	.216











28 DREW LUGBAUER, C




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 23, 1996. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 220. Drafted: Michigan, 2017 (11th round). Signed by: Rick Sellers.


Lugbauer’s versatility was a blessing for Michigan. He played all over the diamond for the Wolverines while providing lefthanded power. Lugbauer continued to bounce around the diamond in his pro debut with the Braves, but his path to the majors involves a lot of squatting in his future.


Lugbauer’s best assets are his strong frame and his plus lefthanded power. He hit 13 home runs in his pro debut. He produces power to his pull side more because of leverage and strength than bat speed, so he’ll have to prove that he can catch up to better velocity. His ability to play first base and a below-average third base is a bonus, though he lacks range. The Braves understandably are trying to develop Lugbauer’s catching. His hands work pretty well and he has an above-average arm, but he’s big enough that there are some questions whether he can hold up and be nimble enough to stick behind the plate five nights a week.


As a big, strong-armed catcher with plus power, Lugbauer fits the backup catcher profile perfectly if he can refine his technique behind the plate.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.243


	29


	103


	23


	25







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.277


	31


	119


	13


	33







	Minor League Totals


	.261


	60


	222


	36


	58












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	4


	0


	10


	27


	19







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	11


	1


	3


	19


	8







	Minor League Totals


	15


	1


	13


	46


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2017


	Danville (APP)


	30


	0


	0


	.366


	.573







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	38


	0


	0


	.338


	.462







	Minor League Totals


	68


	0


	0


	.352


	.514











29 PHIL PFEIFER, LHP




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium





Born: July 15, 1992. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 190. Drafted: Vanderbilt, 2015 (3rd round). Signed by: Marty Lamb (Dodgers).


Pfeifer holds the Tennessee high school record with 46 wins in his career at Knoxville’s Farragut High, but his baseball career was almost derailed soon after. Drug and alcohol abuse slowed his career at Vanderbilt, eventually culminating in a wake-up call when he was suspended for the Commodores’ 2014 national championship season.


Pfeifer sobered up, returned to the mound in 2015 and remade himself as a draft prospect. The Braves picked him up in a June 2016 trade that sent Bud Norris to the Dodgers. Pfeifer is a two-pitch lefty reliever, but those two pitches are good enough to get him to the big leagues. His above-average 93-95 mph fastball has played up in relief, but his strikeout pitch is a big downer curve. It’s a big breaking pitch that hitters can pick up quickly, but his ability to locate it in any count makes it an above-average pitch. Lefties have been generally helpless against him, hitting .200 with just three extra-base hits (all doubles) in 130 pro at-bats. But Pfeifer’s control is below-average, which limits his effectiveness.


Pfeifer will return to Triple-A Gwinnett to try to tame his control, but with even fringe-average control, he’s a lefty matchup reliever.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Ogden (PIO)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	2016


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	0


	0.00


	3


	0







	 


	R. Cucamonga (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	1


	3.33


	14


	0







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	0


	0


	2.57


	6


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	0


	4.35


	11


	0







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	3


	3.45


	30


	0







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	0


	2


	3.60


	11


	1







	Minor League Totals


	5


	6


	3.23


	76


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Ogden (PIO)


	0


	0


	2


	1


	0







	2016


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	0


	0


	6


	2


	0







	 


	R. Cucamonga (CAL)


	0


	0


	24


	21


	1







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	0


	2


	7


	3


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	10


	9


	0







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	3


	44


	37


	2







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	1


	15


	10


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	6


	109


	83


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Ogden (PIO)


	3


	2


	10.8


	2.40


	.167







	2016


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	1


	9


	13.5


	0.50


	.100







	 


	R. Cucamonga (CAL)


	17


	33


	12.2


	1.56


	.241







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	4


	10


	12.9


	1.00


	.130







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	6


	8


	7.0


	1.45


	.243







	2017


	Mississippi (SL)


	33


	68


	13.8


	1.58


	.227







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	9


	9


	5.4


	1.27


	.192







	Minor League Totals


	73


	139


	11.5


	1.44


	.214











30 JOSH GRAHAM, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 14, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 215. Drafted: Oregon, 2015 (4th round). Signed by: Brett Evert.
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