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CHAPTER ONE STAGE FRIGHT
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Okay, before I even start this story, we need to talk about that icky feeling called “stage fright.” Every kid ever has had stage fright before, right?

Maybe you needed to stand up in front of the class and give a report?
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Maybe the teacher asked you to go up to the board and solve a math problem that you didn’t know how to solve?

Maybe you were picked to read the school announcements over the intercom from the principal’s office while the principal watches you to make sure you read everything just as it was written and… phew. I’m getting nervous just thinking about that!

Or maybe, just maybe, you have found yourself on an actual stage in front of an actual audience filled with every kid from school… AND THEIR PARENTS… while you try to remember your lines.
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That’s when you get the feeling you have right now, just thinking about all this, picturing yourself in those situations.

Your stomach is doing flips. You have no idea what to do with your hands all of a sudden. Like, what are your hands even for?
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And your mouth is so dry that you think a desert moved in there. And your mind just went as blank as the eyes that are staring back at you, just waiting for you to do something… anything.

Well, that, my friend, is stage fright, and it is the worst!

But I have good news.
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There are ways to get over stage fright! First, remember that everyone gets stage fright sometimes, so you’re not alone.

Except for on that stage, with the audience staring at you… Hmm, I guess you are totally alone. Okay, forget about that first bit of advice and focus on this one.

Because I have a story that should help you totally get over stage fright.

See, I used to be scared of everything until I met my best friend, Desmond Cole. He’d convinced me to enter the variety show at school, which was not easy because of how much I didn’t want to go on that stage.
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But then he said the words that both helped and haunted me forever: How bad can it be?

Well, let me show you how bad.

That’s me, Andres Miedoso, surrounded by giant bunnies with giant teeth and giant fluffy tails that may sound really cute, but trust me, they weren’t cute.
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And that’s Desmond trapped in the box with the saw trying to cut him in half.

And the demon running around the stage while being chased by a pack of adorable puppies? Well, that’s kind of a longer story.
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CHAPTER TWO THE SIGN-UP SHEET
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It started like a lot of stage fright stories start: with a sign-up sheet.

It was just sitting on the wall, looking totally normal and hung up with thumbtacks next to the creepy posters drawn by all the kids in the kindergarten class.

Teachers and parents thought pictures drawn by little kids were cute. But if you asked me, they were scary!
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Stick figures with long legs and big heads with bigger mouths? Families who looked like zombies holding flowers? Puppy dogs the size of skyscrapers? And is that supposed to be a horse or an alien creature?
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