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INTRODUCTION


Do you want to see the future of your relationships in the stars? Use the power of numbers to influence your career? Divine your future health just by looking at the palm of your hand?


The Beginner’s Guide to Divination gives you all this information! You’ll learn everything you need to know about astrology, tarot, numerology, and palmistry and how you can use these ancient arts to predict your destiny and influence your future.


In Part 1 you’ll find information on the importance of Sun signs, Moons signs, and rising signs; how to read and evaluate an astrological birth chart; and how to use this information to divine the future of your love life and your relationships with your current or future partners, no matter their signs. Part 2 gives you a background on the major and minor cards (arcana) found in the tarot deck; how to interpret the different combinations of cards; and how those cards can be read to give you perspective on what’s to come. Part 3 will tell you everything you need to now about the art of numerology, including the importance of numbers as spiritual communicators, and how you can use the power of numbers to be lucky in love, enjoy successful relationships, and prosper in the career of your choice. And, finally, Part 4 will teach you how to interpret the lines, mounts, and appearance of your hands and fingers to divine your future.


So, whether you’ve heard of these mystical techniques and just want to learn their secrets or are interested in expanding your fortune-telling abilities, it’s time to use the light of these ancient arts to illuminate the path of your future.





PART 1
ASTROLOGY


Astrology is based on the belief that the movement of the stars and other celestial bodies affects our lives here on Earth. This part will catch you up on the basics of astrology, from philosophy to signs and symbols. One common misinterpretation of astrology is that it determines our fate. The truth, however, is that astrology describes our potential; it is our choice to live up to that potential or to deny it. Astrology is organic rather than mechanistic; its meaning grows and deepens as we learn its symbols and begin to understand its language. Astrology can’t really predict what happens to us in day-to-day life because it deals with trends—not minute-to-minute occurrences.


So can astrology predict the future? Yes and no. By studying your chart and its relation to the stars and planets, you’ll get a glimpse of periods of time. For example, you’ll get a sense of a good time to ask for a raise, a great time for new love, the right time to sign or not sign a contract, or the time to move or to stay put. However, you are the one who needs to take advantage of the good timing.


Eventually, as you learn from this part and begin trusting your intuition, you’ll come to realize that we really are masters of our own destiny. We choose it all; before birth our souls select the circumstances into which we are born. They pick the optimal astrological conditions that will allow us the opportunity to develop and evolve spiritually. These conditions are outward expressions of internal needs and help create the reality we experience. Within these patterns, our free will reigns supreme.





CHAPTER 1
SUN SIGNS


Your Sun sign is the pattern of your overall personality and represents your ego. The sign in which your Sun falls influences the goals you choose and how you accomplish those goals. The twelve Sun signs are divided roughly by months, but because those divisions don’t follow the months exactly, you may have been born on the cusp between two signs. If you were, then read the interpretations for both signs to divine your future. For instance, if you were born on April 19, the cutoff date for Aries, also read the interpretation for Taurus, because some of those attributes probably apply to you.




Aries


The Ram (March 21–April 19)


Element: Fire


Quality: Cardinal


Keyword: Leadership, the pioneer spirit


Planetary Ruler: Mars


Rules: Head and face; natural ruler of first house





Aries are bold, courageous, and resourceful. They always seem to know what they believe, what they want from life, and where they’re going. Aries people are dynamic and aggressive (sometimes, to a fault) in pursuing their goals—whatever they might be. They’re also survivors.


The challenge with this sign is lack of persistence: Aries people sometimes lose interest if they don’t see rapid results. But this tendency is compensated for by their ambition and drive to succeed. They can be argumentative, lack tact, and have bad tempers. On the other hand, their anger rarely lasts long, and they can be warm and loving with those they care about.




Taurus


The Bull (April 20–May 20)


Element: Earth


Quality: Fixed


Keywords: Endurance, perseverance, stubbornness


Planetary Ruler: Venus


Rules: Neck, throat, cervical vertebrae; natural ruler of second house





While Aries is out pioneering and discovering new lands, Taurus is settling and cultivating the land and using his resources for practical purposes. His stubbornness and determination keep him around for the long haul on any project or endeavor.


Taureans are the most stubborn sign in the zodiac. They are also incredibly patient, singular in their pursuit of goals, and determined to attain what they want. Although they lack versatility because of the fixed nature of the sign, they compensate for it by enduring whatever they have to in order to get what they want. Long after other contestants have fallen out of the race, Taurus individuals are still in the running. As a result, they often succeed where others fail.


Most Taureans enjoy being surrounded by nice things. They like fine art and music, and many have considerable musical ability. They also have a talent for working with their hands—gardening, woodworking, and sculpting.


It takes a lot to anger a Taurus person, but once you do, clear out. The “bull’s rush” can be fierce. But thanks to Venus ruling this sign, Taurus people are usually sensual and romantic. They are also physically oriented individuals who take pride in their bodies.




Gemini


The Twins (May 21–June 21)


Element: Air


Quality: Mutable


Keyword: Versatility


Planetary Ruler: Mercury


Rules: Hands, arms, lungs, nervous system; natural ruler of the third house





After Aries and Taurus have discovered and cultivated new land, Gemini ventures out to see what else is there and seizes upon new ideas that will expand their communities. Their innate curiosity keeps these people on the move.


Geminis, because they’re ruled by Mercury, tend to use the rational, intellectual mind to explore and understand their personal worlds. They need to answer the single burning question in their minds: Why? This applies to most facets of their lives, from the personal to the impersonal. This need to know may send them off to foreign countries, particularly if the Sun is in the ninth house, where their need to explore other cultures and traditions ranks high.


Geminis are changeable and often moody! Their symbol, the twins, means they are often at odds with themselves—the mind demanding one thing, the heart demanding the opposite. To someone else, this internal conflict often manifests as two very different people. As a Gemini’s significant other, you might reach a point where you wonder which twin you’re with!


These individuals are fascinated by relationships and connections among people, places, and objects. Their rational analysis of everything, from ideas to relationships, drives them as crazy as it drives everyone else around them. When this quality leads them into an exploration of psychic and spiritual realms, it grounds them. In romance, the heart of a Gemini is won by seduction of the mind.




Cancer


The Crab (June 22–July 22)


Element: Water


Quality: Cardinal


Keyword: Nurturing, emotional drive


Planetary Ruler: Moon


Rules: Breasts, stomach, digestive system; natural ruler of the fourth house





Once Aries, Taurus, and Gemini have discovered, settled, and expanded their new land, Cancer comes along and tames it—civilizes it. These people need roots, a place or even a state of mind that they can call their own. They need a safe harbor, a refuge in which to retreat for solitude.


Imagination, sensitivity, and the nurturing instinct characterize this sign. Cancerians are generally gentle and kind people, unless they’re hurt. Then they can become vindictive and sharp-spoken. They forgive easily, but rarely forget. Cancerians tend to be affectionate, passionate, and even possessive at times. As parents, they may be overprotective. As spouses or significant others, they may smother their mates with love and good intentions.


Emotionally, Cancerians act and react in the same way the crab moves—sideways. They avoid confrontations and usually aren’t comfortable in discussing what they feel. They’re reluctant to reveal who they are and sometimes hide behind their protective urges, preferring to tend to the needs of others rather than to their own needs.


Cancers are intuitive and can sometimes be psychic. Experience flows through them emotionally. They’re often moody and always changeable; their interests and social circles shift constantly. Once a Cancer trusts you, however, he lets you in on his most private world.




Leo


The Lion (July 23–August 22)


Element: Fire


Quality: Fixed


Keywords: Action, power


Planetary Ruler: Sun


Rules: Heart, back, and spinal cord; natural ruler of the fifth house





Leos roar. They love being the center of attention and often surround themselves with admirers. To remain in the proud kingdom of a Leo, her admirers have to think like she thinks, believe what she believes, and hate and love whom she hates and loves. To a Leo, this is loyalty. In return, Leo offers generosity, warmth, and compassion.


Don’t ever argue to change the opinions and beliefs of a Leo! You won’t succeed, and the Leo will just get annoyed with you! As a fixed sign, Leos stand firm in their belief systems. They have found what works for them and don’t understand why their beliefs might not work for someone else. In general, though, they are optimistic, honorable, loyal, and ambitious.


Leos have an innate dramatic sense, and life is definitely their stage. Their flamboyance and personal magnetism extend to every facet of their lives. They seek to succeed and make an impact in every situation. It is no surprise that the theater and allied arts fall under the rule of Leo.




Virgo


The Virgin (August 23–September 22)


Element: Earth


Quality: Mutable


Keywords: Order, detailed, dedication


Planetary Ruler: Mercury


Rules: Intestines, abdomen, female reproductive system; natural ruler of the sixth house





The popular image of a Virgo is a picky, critical, and compulsively tidy person. This is misleading. If one or all of these traits manifest obviously, then the natal chart reveals other aspects that enhance this characteristic.


Virgos are like Geminis in terms of mental quickness and agility. Due to their attention to detail, they tend to delve more deeply into subjects they study. Even though they are career-oriented people, they seem to be more interested in doing their jobs efficiently and well. They’re happiest when engaged in something that benefits society at large. In other words, duty is important to Virgos.


Virgos tend to be attracted to people who are intellectually stimulating or eccentric in some way. Their standards are high when it comes to romantic relationships, and unless the mental connection exists, the relationship won’t last long. In their twenties, many Virgos fall for those who aren’t quite good enough for them. They find critical partners or those who don’t appreciate them fully—an unhealthy match.


Since Virgos, like Geminis, are Mercury-ruled, they need outlets for all their nervous energy. Running, martial arts, or workouts at the gym are recommended. Writing, pets, reading, and extra education can also serve this purpose.




Libra


The Scales (September 23–October 22)


Element: Air


Quality: Cardinal


Keyword: Balance


Planetary Ruler: Venus


Rules: Lower back and the diaphragm; natural ruler of the seventh house





Librans seem to come in three distinct types: those who are decisive, those who aren’t, and those who seek harmony for its own sake. The typical Libra seeks to mediate and balance. Librans have an inherent need to act democratically, diplomatically, and fairly—always.


In love, Libras are natural romantics and flourish in enduring partnerships. They are fair-minded people, but avoid anything that is grim, crude, vulgar, or garish. Adversely afflicted, they have trouble making decisions and may lose themselves in sensual pleasures. In highly evolved Librans, the human mind finds the perfect blend between balance and discretion.


They love beauty in all its guises—art, literature, classical music, opera, mathematics, and the human body. They usually are team players who enjoy debate but not argument. They’re excellent strategists and masters at the power of suggestion. Even though Librans are courteous, amiable people, one should never presume that they’re pushovers. They use diplomacy and intelligence to get what they want.




Scorpio


The Scorpion (October 23–November 21)


Element: Water


Quality: Fixed


Keywords: Regeneration, transformation


Planetary Ruler: Mars and Pluto


Rules: Sexual organs, rectum, and reproductive system; natural ruler of the eighth house





Note the sharp point at the tip of the glyph that represents this sign. Symbolically, it’s the scorpion’s stinger, which characterizes the biting sarcasm often associated with Scorpios. These people are intense, passionate, and strong-willed. They often impose their will on others. In less aware people, this can manifest as cruelty, sadism, and enmity; in the more evolved Scorpio, this characteristic transforms lives for the better. Like Aries, Scorpios aren’t afraid of anything. But they have an endurance that Aries lacks that enables them to plow ahead and overcome whatever opposition they encounter.


Scorpios don’t know the meaning of indifference. They either approve or disapprove, agree or disagree. You’re either a friend or an enemy: there are no shades of gray. Once you’ve gained a Scorpio’s trust, you’ve won his loyalty forever—unless you hurt him or someone he loves. Then they can become vindictive enemies.


Scorpios possess an innate curiosity and suspicion of easy answers that compels them to probe deeply into whatever interests them. They dig out concealed facts and seek the meaning behind facades. Most Scorpios are exceptionally intuitive, even if they don’t consciously acknowledge it. The more highly evolved people in this sign are often very psychic, with rich inner lives and passionate involvement in metaphysics.


Scorpios are industrious and relentless workers. They excel at anything associated with the eighth house—trusts/inheritances, psychological counseling, and the occult. Sometimes they’re more passionate with their work than they are with the important people in their lives.




Sagittarius


The Archer (November 22–December 21)


Element: Fire


Quality: Mutable


Keywords: Idealism, freedom


Planetary Ruler: Jupiter


Rules: Hips, thighs, liver, and hepatic system; natural ruler of the ninth house





These people seek the truth, express it as they see it—and don’t care if anyone else agrees with them. They see the large picture of any issue and can’t be bothered with the mundane details. They are always outspoken and can’t understand why other people aren’t as candid. After all, what is there to hide?


This is a mentally oriented sign where logic reigns supreme. But the mentality differs from Gemini, the polar opposite of Sagittarius, in several important ways. A Gemini is concerned with the here and now: he needs to know how and why things and relationships work in his life. A Sagittarian, however, focuses on the future and on the larger family of humanity. Quite often, this larger family includes animals—large, small, wild, or domestic—and the belief that all deserve the right to live free.


Despite Sagittarians’ propensity for logic, they are often quite prescient, with an uncanny ability to glimpse the future. Even when they have this ability, however, they often think they need an external tool to trigger it such as tarot cards, an astrology chart, or runes. Many Sagittarians reject the idea of astrology, as well—they rely solely on practicality and inherent intuition.


They love their freedom and chafe at any restrictions. Their versatility and natural optimism win them many friends, but only a few ever really know the heart of the Sagittarian.




Capricorn


The Goat (December 22–January 19)


Element: Earth


Quality: Cardinal


Keywords: Materialism, self-discipline


Planetary Ruler: Saturn


Rules: Knees, skin, and bones; natural ruler of the tenth house





Capricorns are serious-minded people who often seem aloof and tightly in control of their emotions and their personal domain. Even as youngsters, there’s a mature air about them, as if they were born with a profound core that few outsiders ever see.


This sign’s nickname, the goat, represents Capricorn’s slow, steady rise through the world. They’re easily impressed by outward signs of success, but are interested less in money than in the power that money represents. Like Scorpio, they feel the need to rule whatever kingdom they occupy whether this is their home, workplace, or business. Like Scorpios, they prize power and mastery over others, but they tend to be subtler about it.


Capricorns are true workers—industrious, efficient, and disciplined. They deplore inertia in other people. Their innate common sense gives them the ability to plan ahead and to work out practical ways of approaching goals. More often than not, they succeed at whatever they set out to do.


In a crowd, Capricorns aren’t particularly easy to spot. They aren’t physically distinctive the way Scorpios are, and they aren’t the life of the party like Sagittarians. But they possess a quiet dignity that’s unmistakable.




Aquarius


Water Bearer (January 20–February 18)


Element: Air


Quality: Fixed


Planetary Ruler: Uranus


Keywords: Altruism, individuality, freedom


Rules: Ankles, shins, and circulatory system; natural ruler of the eleventh house





Aquarians are original thinkers, often eccentric, who prize individuality and freedom above all else. The tribal mentality goes against their grain. They chafe at the restrictions placed upon them by society and seek to follow their own paths.


Aquarius is the sign of true genius because these people generally have the ability to think in unique ways. Once they make up their minds about something, nothing can convince them to change what they believe. This stubbornness is a double-edged sword; it can sustain them or destroy them. When the stubbornness manifests in small rebellions against the strictures of society, energy is wasted that could be put to better use.


Even though compassion is a hallmark of this Sun sign, Aquarians usually don’t become emotionally involved with the causes they promote. Their compassion, while genuine, rises from the intellect rather than the heart. The Uranian influence confers a fascination with a broad spectrum of intellectual interests.




Pisces


The Fish (February 19–March 20)


Element: Water


Quality: Mutable


Keywords: Compassion, mysticism


Planetary Ruler: Neptune


Rules: Externally, the feet and toes; internally, Pisces rules the lymphatic system; natural ruler of the twelfth house





Pisces need to explore their world through their emotions. They feel things so deeply that quite often they become a kind of psychic sponge, absorbing the emotions of people around them. Because of this, they should choose their friends and associates carefully.


People born under this sign usually have wonderful imaginations and great creative resources. They gravitate toward the arts, in general, and to theater and film, in particular. In the business world, they make powerful administrators and managers because they are so attuned to the thoughts of the people around them.


Pisces people need time alone so that they can detach from the emotions of people around them and center themselves. They are very impressionable. Without periodic solitude, it becomes increasingly difficult for them to sort out what they feel from what other people feel. They also tend to be moody because they feel the very height of joy and the utter depths of despair. Love and romance are essential for most Piscean individuals. These fulfill them emotionally, and Pisces generally flourish within stable relationships.





CHAPTER 2
UNDERSTANDING THE PLANETS


Intuition can bring any birth chart interpretation into clarity. It is the essential connection that links the pieces into a coherent whole—a living story. Without intuition, you’re just reading symbols. Knowledge and understanding of the planets will give you a broad base to start from and a context in which to consider those symbols. For instance, one thing you should know is that planets are the expression of energy. They are classified as benefic or malefic: good or bad. In this chapter, you’ll find out more about this and other characteristics of the planets.


In addition, the sign a planet occupies describes how that particular energy permeates your personality and influences your life. If you have eight out of nine planets (and Pluto) in Fire signs, then you probably have abundant energy and a fierce temper, and tend to initiate action. If you have mostly Air planets, your approach to life comes from a mental standpoint—rationalizing and thinking before acting. For each planet, you’ll find information about the importance of planets in the signs.


Inner and Outer Planets


Planets orbit the Sun at different speeds. The closer a planet is to the Sun, the faster it travels through its orbit. The Moon, for instance, travels through the zodiac in about twenty-eight days and spends two to three days in each sign. Mercury orbits the Sun in eighty-eight days. Pluto, which lies the farthest from the Sun, completes its orbit in 248 years. The faster moving planets—Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars—are known as inner planets. Jupiter, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto are known as outer planets.


The luminaries—Sun and Moon—have transpersonal qualities. The Sun represents not only our ego, but fundamental cosmic energy. The Moon, which concerns our most intimate emotions and urges, links us to what astrologer Robert Hand calls, “One’s Ultimate Source.”


Note: Pluto was demoted from planetary status in 2006 but that decision is subject to change and is still being debated. Meanwhile, astrologers continue to use its influence.


Planetary Motion


Planetary motion is either direct (D), retrograde (R), or stationary (S). In reality, all planetary motion is direct but relative motion isn’t. The Sun and the Moon can never turn retrograde, but all the other planets do. A retrograde planet is one that appears to move backward in the zodiac, but this backward motion is actually an optical illusion. Imagine being in a train as another train speeds past you. You feel as if you’re moving backward, when in actuality, you’re only moving more slowly than the other train. Retrograde motion doesn’t change the fundamental essence of a planet; it merely means that the expression of its energy is altered somewhat.


During a retrograde, the nature of that planet is forced inward, where it creates tension and stress. The outlet for this tension is usually worked out in relationships with others.


Planets in direct motion have more influence than retrograde planets. Stationary planets, those that are about to turn direct or retrograde, have greater influence in a chart than either retrograde or direct-moving planets. This is due to the concentrated energy of the planet.


Strengths and Weaknesses of the Planets


The strength or weakness of a planet depends on its sign, placement in the houses, aspects, and motion. A planet that occupies a sign it rules is dignified—Mercury in Gemini, for instance, or Venus in Libra.


When a planet is exalted its drive and essential qualities are expressed more harmoniously. An example would be the Sun in Aries or the Moon in Taurus. Exalted planets are assigned specific degrees and are said to function smoothly within those degrees.


A planet is in the sign of detriment when it occupies the sign opposite that of its dignity. An example is Mercury in Sagittarius. Mercury is in detriment here because it rules Gemini, and Sagittarius is Gemini’s polar opposite. In a detriment, the energy of the planet is considered to be at a disadvantage. When a planet lies in the sign opposite that of its exaltation, it’s said to be in fall. A Moon in Scorpio is in fall because the Moon is exalted in Taurus. Its energy is watered down.


Mutual reception occurs when two planets are placed in each other’s sign of dignity. The Sun and the Moon, for instance, are in mutual reception if the Sun is in Cancer or Taurus, and the Moon is in Leo or Aries. This happens because the Sun rules Leo and is exalted in Aries, and the Moon rules Cancer and is exalted in Taurus. When a planet is placed in its natural house of the horoscope (Mercury in the third house, for instance), it’s accidentally dignified and strengthened.


Sun and Moon: Ego and Emotions


The Sun is the very essence and energy of life—the manifestation of will, power, and desire. It represents the ego, individuality, the yang principle and is the thrust that allows us to meet challenges and expand our lives. The Sun represents a person’s creative abilities and the general state of his or her physical health.


The Sun embraces the fatherhood principle and in a chart, symbolizes a person’s natural father and a woman’s husband. As natural ruler of the fifth house, it rules children in general and the firstborn in particular. Leo is ruled by the Sun—fire.


The Sun spends about a month in each sign, with a mean daily motion of 59'8". It rules occupations of power and authority—royalty and religious and spiritual rulers. Its natural house is the fifth, and it governs the sign of Leo. It rules the heart, back, spine, and spinal cord.


The Moon is your emotions—the inner you. It’s intuition, the mother, the yin principle. Coupled with the Sun and the ascendant, the Moon is one of the vital parts of a chart. It describes our emotional reactions to situations, how emotions flow through us, motivating and compelling us—or limiting us and holding us back.


The Moon symbolizes a person’s mother and the relationship between mother and child. In a man’s chart, the Moon represents his wife; in a woman’s chart, it describes pregnancies, childbirth, and intuition. Symbolically, the Moon represents our capacity to become part of the whole rather than attempting to master the parts. It asks that we become whatever it is that we seek.


As Earth’s satellite, the Moon moves more swiftly than any of the planets, completing a circuit of the zodiac in less than twenty-eight days. It rules activities and professions dealing with children and those that concern the sea. Its natural house is the fourth and it governs the sign of Cancer. The stomach, breasts, mammary glands, womb, conception, and the body fluids in general are ruled by the Moon.


The Moon in the Signs


Aries Moon. Your emotions are all fire. You’re passionate, impulsive, and headstrong. Your relationships, especially when you’re h3 younger, can be impulsive. Your own actions ground you. You take pride in your ability to make decisions and to get things moving.


Taurus Moon (exalted). You don’t like to argue. You need time alone and thrive in your private spaces, whatever they might be. You enjoy your creature comforts and being surrounded by belongings that hold personal meaning. Your emotional well-being depends on the harmony of your emotional attachments.


Gemini Moon. You thrive on change and variety. Your emotions fluctuate and sometimes you think too much, analyzing what you feel and why. Your capacity for adaptability, however, sees you through the many changes you experience.


Cancer Moon (dignified). You have strong family ties and feel a need to nurture or nourish others. At times, you’re very psychic; other times you’re merely moody. When you’re hurt, you tend to withdraw and brood. You don’t like emotional confrontations and seek to sidestep them.


Leo Moon. Your emotions are often dramatic. You feel cheerful and optimistic about life in general. You enjoy the limelight and being recognized for what you do and who you are. You take deep pride in your children and family.


Virgo Moon. You tend to be somewhat reticent about what you feel. You’re interested in health and hygiene and how these issues relate to you and the people you care for. You feel happy when you’re of service to others and take pride in your meticulous attention to details. You can be overly critical of your personal relationships and of yourself.


Libra Moon. Discord makes you feel anxious. You thrive on harmony in your personal environment and need compatible relationships for your emotional well-being. You go out of your way to avoid confrontations. Music, art, ballet, and literature lift your spirits.


Scorpio Moon (in fall). Your emotions and passions run deep. You feel a profound loyalty to your family and the people you love. You possess great strength and are able to draw on it during times of crisis. Your dreams, premonitions, and many of your experiences border on the mystical. You rarely forget it when someone has slighted you.


Sagittarius Moon. You need emotional freedom and independence. You need your own space so you can explore everything that fascinates you—foreign cultures, inner worlds, or the distant future. None of this means that you love your significant other any less; you simply need your freedom. You enjoy animals.


Capricorn Moon (detriment). You need structure of some sort to feel emotionally secure. This need can show up in any area of your life; it depends on what issues are important to you at a given time. You aren’t as emotionally aloof as some people think; you just don’t wear your heart on your sleeve.


Aquarius Moon. Your compassion extends to humanity—the beggar on Seventh Avenue, the children dying in Africa, or the AIDS patients whose families have turned against them. You bleed for them. Your home life is important to you, but it’s definitely not traditional. You don’t recognize boundaries or limitations of any sort.


Pisces Moon. When your emotions flow through you with the ease of water, you feel and sense what is invisible to others. Sometimes, you’re a psychic sponge; you soak up emotions from others and may even manifest those emotions. Your compassion sometimes makes you gullible and impractical. Your artistic sensibilities are strong.


Mercury: Your Intellect


Mental quickness. Verbal acuity. Communication. Your mental picture of the world. Mercury is the messenger; it speaks in terms of logic and reasoning. The left brain is its vehicle. Mercury represents how we think and how we communicate those thoughts. Mercury also is concerned with travel of the routine variety—work commutes, trips across town, weekend excursions, or a visit with siblings and neighbors—rather than long-distance travel.


Mercury orbits the Sun in about eighty-eight days. It goes retrograde every few months, and, during that time, communications and travel plans go haywire. Your computer may go down, lightning may blow out your electricity, or you may spend hours in an airport waiting for a flight that is ultimately canceled. Again, it’s best not to sign contracts when Mercury is retrograde.


Mercury rules any profession dealing with writing, teaching, speaking, books, and publications. Mercury is the natural ruler of the third and sixth houses and governs Gemini and Virgo. It rules arms, hands, shoulders, lungs, the solar plexus, abdomen, intestines, the thymus gland, and the nervous and respiratory systems.


Mercury in the Signs


Mercury in Aries. You have a quick, decisive mind that makes snap judgments. You’re often argumentative but intuitive about the dynamics of relationships.


Mercury in Taurus. Yours is a practical, determined mind with strong likes and dislikes. You have intuition about the practical aspects of relationships and love beautiful, flowing language. You can be quite stubborn.


Mercury in Gemini (dignified). Marked by a quick, inventive mind, you’re up to date on current events and have shrewd powers of observation. You have an adaptable, versatile intellect, ease with language, and intuition about the structure of relationships. You also enjoy travel.


Mercury in Cancer. Your sensitive, imaginative mind also has excellent powers of retention. However, your opinions change quickly. You’re interested in psychic matters and may have psychic abilities as well. You’re intuitive about the inner connections in relationships.


Mercury in Leo (in fall). Great willpower and lofty ideals characterize you. Your intellect can be self-centered, but intuitive. Your mental aspirations may revolve around children, pets, drama, and sports. Your intellectual efforts often carry your personal unique style.


Mercury in Virgo. You have facility with language and as a linguist. Mentally, you display great attention to detail, which can collapse into criticism and nitpicky tendencies. There’s a deep interest in mystery, the occult, and magic, and you have excellent intellect overall.


Mercury in Libra. Yours is a refined intellect, capable of broad scope. You are excellent at balancing issues and intuitive about the innate balance in relationships. This is good placement for any artistic pursuit, particularly music.


Mercury in Scorpio. You have a suspicious but deeply intuitive intellect capable of probing beneath the obvious. You also have a mental need to perceive the hidden order of things, to pierce that order, and pull out the truth. You can be sarcastic and wry in communication.


Mercury in Sagittarius (detriment). You’re idealistic and intellectually versatile. Mental and intellectual development comes through philosophy, religion, law, publishing, and travel. Your personal opinions sometimes are inflated and become principles rather than just personal opinions.


Mercury in Capricorn. You’re characterized by mental discipline and organizational ability. Your intellect is sometimes structured in a way that inhibits imagination. You experience much serious and thoughtful contemplation.


Mercury in Aquarius (exalted). Your intellect is detached from emotion and endlessly inventive. Your mental interests tend to be progressive, unusual, and often eccentric. You exhibit interest in the occult and science.


Mercury in Pisces (detriment). Your psychic impressions are often so pronounced that reasoning ability is clouded. Great imagination and creativity are indicated and much information is culled through intuitive means.


Venus: Your Love Life


Romance. Beauty. Artistic instinct. Sociability. Venus governs our ability to attract compatible people, to create close personal relationships, and to form business partnerships. It expresses how we relate to other people one-on-one and how we express ourselves in marriage and in romantic relationships.


Venus is also associated with the arts and the aesthetic sense, and it has enormous influence on our tastes in art, music, and literature. The sign and placement of Venus, as well as its aspects, determine our refinement—or lack of it. This planet also has some bearing on material resources, earning capacity, and spending habits. A strong Venus enhances these things; a poorly placed or badly aspected Venus generates laziness, self-indulgence, extravagance, and discord in partnerships.


Venus orbits the Sun in 255 days. It spends about four weeks in a sign when moving directly and is retrograde for about six weeks. It rules all professions having to do with the arts and music. Its natural houses are the second and the seventh, and it governs Taurus and Libra. It rules the neck, throat, thyroid gland, kidneys, ovaries, veins, and circulation of the venous blood. It shares rulership with the Moon over the female sex organs.


Venus in the Signs


Venus in Aries (detriment). You exhibit aggressive social interaction and passion in romantic relationships. You form impetuous, impulsive ties and are self-centered in love. You show good initiative in making money, but it usually goes out as fast as it comes in. For you, marriage may happen early or in haste.


Venus in Taurus (dignified). Heightened artistic expression. You attract money and material resources easily. You form deeply emotional love attachments. You have strong financial drive. Marriage is sometimes delayed when Venus is in Taurus.


Venus in Gemini. You’re flirtatious and exude great charm and wit. You’re a good conversationalist, you’re popular, and you enjoy reading and travel. You also have a tendency for short-lived relationships, which can occur simultaneously. You’re a spendthrift who earns money from a variety of sources. You will have several occupations and, possibly, several marriages as well.


Venus in Cancer. Home and marriage are important and offer you a sense of security. Family ties are strong. You spend money on home and family, but also squirrel it away in savings. You benefit through houses, land, and wide, open spaces. Being near water gives you a sense of tranquility.


Venus in Leo. You’re ardent in relationships and have a gregarious nature. You may have a pronounced talent in one of the arts. You like to entertain and gamble and have a strong attraction to the opposite sex. You gain through investments and speculation.


Venus in Virgo (in fall). Secret romances, disappointment through love, and possibly more than one marriage may befall you. You’re too analytical and criticize romantic relationships and emotions. You’re a perfectionist about artistic self-expression.


Venus in Libra (dignified). You have a kind, sympathetic nature and love the arts, music, and drama. You have a happy marriage with talented children. You earn money through areas that Venus rules and seek harmony in all your relationships.


Venus in Scorpio (detriment). You have a passionate nature and dominant sex drive. For you, marriage can be delayed and relationships are often stormy. Your friends may have mystical and occult talents. You gain financially through inheritances, taxes, insurance, and the occult.


Venus in Sagittarius. You have generous nature and ardent emotions in love. If your relationships threaten your personal freedom, however, your emotions cool rapidly. Love of arts, travel, and animals, with a particular fondness for horses, characterizes you. There can be more than one marriage.


Venus in Capricorn. You exercise restraint in emotions and experience some disappointment in love and romance. Marriage is usually for practical reasons and may be to someone older and more established financially. The partner may be cold and indifferent. Your emphasis is on acquiring financial and material assets.


Venus in Aquarius. You have friends from all walks of life and strange, unexpected experiences in romance and friendships. You have a need for intellectual stimulation in romantic partnerships and exhibit erratic financial habits. You gain through friends, partnerships, and speculations.


Venus in Pisces (exalted). You have a charitable, compassionate nature. More than one marriage is likely for you. Romantic love and emotional attachments are necessary to your well-being. You exhibit great sensitivity to others and psychic abilities are likely.


Mars: Your Energy


Dynamic expression. Aggression. Individualism. Sexual drive. Action. Mars dictates our survival energy and the shape that energy assumes as we define ourselves in terms of the larger world. It represents the individualization process, particularly in a romantic relationship. A weak Mars placement in a woman’s chart may make her too passive and submissive in a love relationship, especially if her significant other has a strongly placed Mars.


Mars rules athletes and competitions. The true Mars individual seeks to take himself to the limit—and then surpass that limit. He refuses to compromise his integrity by following another’s agenda. He doesn’t compare himself to other people and doesn’t want to dominate or be dominated. He simply wants to be free to follow his own path, whatever it is.


Mars orbits the Sun in 687 days. It spends six to eight weeks in a sign. When retrograde, it sits in a sign for two and half months. As the god of war, Mars governs the military, rules Aries, and is co-ruler of Scorpio. Its natural houses are the first and the eighth. It rules the head, general musculature of the body, the sex organs in general—the male sex organs in particular—the anus, red corpuscles, and hemoglobin.
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