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Quotable REAGAN

Steve Eubanks

 


“The American future doesn’t belong to the fainthearted. It belongs to the brave.”

 


Although no longer in public life, Ronald Reagan entered the twenty-first century on a wave of popularity that has continued to grow in size since he left the presidency in 1988. A Gallup poll released in early 2001 showed that Reagan is actually continuing to climb the ladder in a ranking by American citizens of U.S. presidents, having now joined John F. Kennedy and Abraham Lincoln among the three greatest chief executives in American history.

Affectionately known as “the Gipper” in some quarters and “Dutch” in others, Reagan also has been called “the Great Communicator” for his oratorical gift of being able to charm at the same time he cuts to the quick. Critics maligned Reagan as superficial, calling him a B-movie actor sliding by on guile and wit. But history shows that Reagan’s substance was every bit a match for his style. He consistently stuck to his guns in sticking up for Americans on issues such as taxation, faith, the rights of the unborn, the Communist threat, the American spirit, and the role of government. Say what you will, Reagan spoke his mind in a way that was clear, concise, and consistent in ideology, much of what is represented in Quotable Reagan.

This is Reagan in a nutshell, offering hundreds of his best quotes on a variety of subjects. Many are statements of profound insight, others proclamations of simple truths. What they all have in common is a veritable lack of gray area in expressing his beliefs; he saw issues in black and white, and what he said came through clear as a bell, agree or disagree. Reagan’s two-term presidency in the eighties placed him at the cusp of a new oxymoronic phenomenon known as political correctness, but, in Reagan’s world, political correctness was having the boldness of character to say what you believe is right even while surrounded by detractors.

Quotable Reagan is part of an ongoing series of “Potent Quotables” books that feature unique compilations of quotes by and about legendary leaders and champions. Other books in the series have featured the likes of Paul “Bear” Bryant, Tom Landry, Joe Paterno, Bobby Knight, Bobby Bowden, Tiger Woods, and Adolph Rupp.


Steve Eubanks is a long-time Reagan admirer who was a Georgia delegate to the 1988 Republican National Convention, where Ronald Reagan helped usher in the successful presidential candidacy of George Bush (the elder). Eubanks also is a prolific writer and popular author whose other books have included At the Turn, Out of the Rough (with golfer Laura Baugh), and Augusta. He lives in Peachtree City Georgia, just outside Atlanta.
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INTRODUCTION

It’s rare that a monumental historical figure earns during his lifetime the recognition and praise he deserves. Today, no one would believe that many Britons detested Winston Churchill during his tenure as prime minister. He wasn’t even a favorite among the Royal Family. The same is true for American presidents such as Harry Truman, who left office with a 28 percent approval rating, making him the least-liked president who served between Herbert Hoover and Richard Nixon. As time passed, Truman was recognized as one of the great presidents in American history, and his courage and decisiveness—like bringing World War II to a close in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and firing General Douglas MacArthur—became legendary. Churchill’s place in history is also unparalleled, even though the full weight of his accomplishments wasn’t realized until after his death.

The list goes on and on. President Eisenhower was ridiculed as a bumbling, good-natured boob, an intellectual lightweight with little to offer, and Thomas Jefferson’s presidency was dismissed by many of his peers as “uneventful.”

That’s what makes the life of Ronald Wilson Reagan so remarkable. For those of us who followed politics in the years leading up to and during what we all called “the Reagan Revolution,” the man’s stature was never questioned. For mid-to-late Baby Boomers—those of us in grade school during the Summer of Love and who missed out on Woodstock, Kent State, and Abby Hoffman—Reagan was the first president for whom we were old enough to vote and the first maverick American politician we had ever seen. He was our rebel, our antiestablishment hero. Liberalism was the norm by 1980, and cynicism ruled the day. Our generation was in middle school when Nixon resigned. We studied Woodward and Bernstein for civics classes, and we shook our heads as gas prices skyrocketed and disco died a slow and agonizing death. For us, Reagan was more than extraordinary: He was a monolithic giant.

At a time when Americans were tired, broke, and questioning the values that made our country great, Reagan injected optimism, enthusiasm, and hope through down-home, common-sense messages. He wasn’t full of political platitudes. Reagan said what he meant, and meant what he said. As former White House speechwriter and Fox political contributor Peggy Noonan said, “Ronald Reagan loved the truth. He thought that the truth was the only foundation on which something strong and good and even towering could be built.”

Reagan built his message on truth, a truth that was hard for many to hear but a truth that ultimately changed the world.

When he faced the Washington Mall and took the oath of office in his gray tux and tails, the threat of nuclear war was as great as it had ever been in history. America was viewed as weak, rudderless, engrossed in a malaise that’s difficult to describe to anyone who wasn’t around to live it. Unemployment was at its highest level since the Great Depression. Interest rates and inflation were greater than they had been since the Civil War. Spirits were broken, and the average American felt like a punch-drunk fighter waiting for the knockout blow.

For the first time in our nation’s history, children faced the prospect of being worse off than their parents had been, and there seemed to be nothing anybody could do about it. Jimmy Carter—a wonderful man who has done remarkable things as an ex-president—told us we had to endure this hardship, while facing a world where the Soviet Union had marched through Afghanistan without fear of reprisal, and Iranian fundamentalists burned and spat on American flags while holding fifty-two Americans hostage for 444 days.

Reagan changed that with simple, undeniable truths. He knew that if the American people could be unburdened by the shackles of government, anything was possible. He believed citizens, not government, held the key to economic prosperity. That was the message he took to Washington.

He also had a different view of the world than most of his predecessors. Everybody knew the Soviets were “the bad guys,” but Reagan said it, calling them “the focus of evil in the modern world.” This sent Reagan’s critics into hysterics. You couldn’t say things like that! There was appeasement, detente, and all those wordy treaties to consider. Reagan dismissed them all with a smile, a nod, and a joke. He knew he was right, and he knew that if he stuck to the truth the world would eventually see things his way.

The world did come around, faster than anyone could have ever imagined.

Within a year of the fateful moment when Ronald Reagan, standing on the steps of a Marine helicopter, gave his final farewell salute to Washington, D.C., cartographers had to scrap their inventory and redesign the world.

Just as Reagan had predicted, the Soviet Union and all the evil it represented had been “relegated to the ash heap of history,” not after Reagan’s death, but nine months after he left the White House!

The economy recovered under Reagan as well. With massive tax cuts and renewed incentives for entrepreneurs, Reagan paved the way for start-up companies such as Microsoft, MCI, Home Depot, and FedEx to thrive and make America great again.

We live in a different world because of Ronald Reagan. Backyard bomb shelters are silly retro relics, and Soviet military memorabilia can be purchased on eBay. Germany is one country now, and Czechoslovakia is two. Communism has gone from a serious world threat to a curious oddity, while Marxism can only be found in history books and in the bitter rantings of a few cranky, balding university professors with out-of-date tweed coats and bad teeth.

We now live in the world Reagan saw when he called America “a shining city on a hill.” He might not have predicted all the details, but in his lifetime, and in ours, Ronald Reagan did more to mold today’s America than anyone else in history.

Remembering Reagan’s words—the simple, thoughtful, down-to-earth language he used to communicate monumental ideals—is the duty of every free man. This book offers a few of Reagan’s highlights, a glimpse into the greatness that was the Great Communicator. From his days as an actor and union leader, to his tenure as governor of California, to his momentous stint as the most popular two-term president of the twentieth century, the words of Reagan are as timeless as the ideas he so firmly believed.

Enjoy them, learn from them, but most of all remember them.
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