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PREFACE

If you want to learn more about your favorite water, or learn about other overlooked hotspots in this region, Larry Larsen’s Guide to South Florida Bass Waters is for you.

If your favorite water is not mentioned, there could be several reasons:

1. The author is not aware of the productivity of your favorite spot;

2. With so many waters to cover, it is impossible to mention each and every one;

3. The author may be keeping it a secret for himself. Other reasons might be that the water is too small and heavy fishing pressure could devastate it, or it’s private, or it’s currently not known to be productive. Finally, it may simply be located in a different region, so check the other books in this series.

This book should be a reference source for all anglers who fish or wish to fish in the future the waters of South Florida. This region has three of the state’s five largest lakes; two are remote and one is lightly pressured. All offer excellent bass fishing.

Each chapter focuses on the “name” lakes and rivers in the region that almost always produce good bass fishing and on many overlooked waters that quietly produce good bass fishing as well. The places mentioned in each chapter are waters where you can usually catch largemouth bass. Those waters where sunshine (hybrid striped bass) and peacock bass are available are also noted.

Additionally, productive methods that will help the reader catch more and larger bass on these particular waters are presented in Larry Larsen’s Guide To South Florida Bass Waters. The proven techniques, lures and baits discussed within the pages of this book should help you be better prepared to tackle one of the rivers or lakes in the book on your next time out.
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The author has caught big bass from hundreds of lakes and rivers in South Florida. For the past 24 years, Larry has covered the state in his quest for great bass waters. Fishing more than 1,000 of Florida’s lakes and rivers qualify him to author the Guide to Florida Bass Waters series of books. His Florida fishing success includes numerous bass between five and 12 pounds from the waters mentioned.



INTRODUCTION

THE GUIDE AND YOUR GUIDE

Learn everything there is to know about your next South Florida bass fishing destination and your trip will be better planned and more productive. Guide To South Florida Bass Waters is your best resource for trip planning, seasonal information, water characteristics and other interesting and necessary details that will make your bass fishing trip less of a guessing game.

Guide To South Florida Bass Waters focuses on the top bass rivers and lakes from Brevard County in the east coast to Polk and Osceola Counties, and west to Manatee County and south to the sawgrass canals of South Florida and the Everglades. This region has three of the state’s five largest lakes; two are remote and one is lightly pressured. All offer excellent bass fishing and beautiful scenery at the same time.

To help you better locate productive spots, the book lists specific locations on each of the waters covered, and effective techniques that the author and other expert bass guides and professional fishermen have employed. Launching areas, maps and other lake details are also included for many of the region’s lakes and rivers. Largemouth bass are the main focus of this book, yet peacock bass and hybrid striper bass (sunshine bass) are also mentioned when the opportunity exists for a significant catch on a specific body of water.

The specific waters within these pages were picked because they are consistently productive for numbers or bass, and/or because they produce lunker-size largemouth. These waters are also popular, with a local reputation for quality fisheries, and are accessible to most anglers with canoes, johnboats or larger bass boats.

Some of the most interesting and valuable aspects of Guide to South Florida Bass Waters are the seasonal information, lures and tackle recommendations, and detailed locations mentioned for improving the angler’s bass catching success. The author, Larry Larsen, takes the time to outline specific locations in lakes, rivers and creeks, information that is normally not possible to include in many magazine articles due to lack of space.

It is improbable at least that readers would not learn something from Larry’s knowledge and experience. An award-winning author of over a dozen other books on bass fishing, few writers are more qualified and knowledgeable about Florida’s bass waters. He enjoys Florida bass fishing as much as he enjoys writing about it, and he’s as good an angler as he is a writer.

Over the past eight years, Larry has covered the state for Outdoor Life as their Florida Editor, fishing and writing about the top waters and those often overlooked. His numerous articles on Florida bass waters have also appeared in Florida Sportsman, and many other regional and national publications.

Guide to South Florida Bass Waters is the third of the Bass Waters Series which also includes North Florida and Central Florida Bass Waters. The book includes several appendices that an informed reader should find of interest. Appendix A lists the significant lakes and rivers in each South Florida county and the surface acreage of each. The addresses and telephone numbers of the game and fish office and those of the county chambers of commerce are listed in Appendix B.

To help broaden your knowledge on fresh and salt water fishing, and hunting, Appendix C is the informative Fishing & Hunting Resource Directory. A compilation of quality outdoor reference books that are extremely popular with sportsmen is presented.

Information on how to obtain the most comprehensive maps for many of the state’s lakes is also available in Appendix D.

Finally, the comprehensive Index includes a cross reference of lakes, cities, bass species, counties and fisheries information that will help you quickly locate and review each reference throughout the book.

I’m sure you will enjoy learning from Larry’s expertise, as I have over the years. -- Lilliam M. Larsen
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LAKE TOHO - GIANT
PRODUCER

THE BEST LARGEMOUTH water in the state is normally Lake Tohopekaliga, according to most creel surveys by the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. In fact, the annual survey usually reveals that Lake Tohopekaliga, better known as just “Toho,” is in its prime during the fall months, when the average catch is twice the state average.

In an average Florida lake, it takes about four hours to catch a keeping-size bass, according to the Commission. That’s a fishing success rate of .25 largemouth per hour. Toho produces about .50 bass per hour of fishing. Anglers haul in a keeper every two hours here, according to those statistics. My experience on this lake confirms those figures.

The perennial giant producer in the South is Lake Tohopekaliga.

I’ve liked West Lake Tohopekaliga since I first dropped my bass rig into its tannic-stained waters. That was in 1968 and the fishing there over the past 24 years has always been kind to me. The fishery has not escaped its share of problems throughout the years, but few other bodies of water have the resilience of Toho. Too, my “luck” on the lake is difficult to comprehend sometimes.

Imagine a small 40-boat club tournament held on the lake in the early 70’s. The one-day event sponsored by a Melbourne bass club was actually tough fishing for most. Fortunately, I had located some bass early and had my seven fish club limit within an hour and a half of “blast off.” I caught 26 pounds of largemouth and bested my second-place partner with 15 pounds, and the rest of the field, by a very wide margin.

A few years later I was encouraged to enter a state tournament being held on Toho. I wasn’t sure the long drive from Jacksonville was worth it, so I went as a “non boater.” Fishing from the back seat of the boat belonging to a pro angler, I caught a 91/2 pounder, a six pounder and one just over three pounds on as many successive casts within an hour of “blast off.” From that point on, the tournament day was a real pleasure. My partner eventually caught a few fish, and I caught several more. I won that event easily.

That action took place in the shallow flats of bulrush and maidencaine that are so abundant on the shallow lake in Osceola County. On many other occasions since then, I’ve found bass of all sizes to be extremely cooperative. They usually seem to know when I’m coming and have a desire to show me a good time.

I was doing an assigned article for one of the national outdoor magazine on guide Wayne Yohn (my book “Bass Guide Tips” details how he catches giants from Toho). The Toho expert and I had one morning to develop the story, shoot the required pictures and of course, catch the bass. Writers aren’t always so lucky to accomplish all objectives in an abbreviated trip, but I was that day.

Wayne and I were on the water at around 9 a.m. Within two hours, we each had two largemouth, and his were definite “picture-fish” quality. One weighed over ten pounds and the other weighed a very respectable 6 1/2 pounds. We weighed the fish at a marina prior to photographing and then releasing them. Those fish were taken by flippin’ worms to the dense vegetation!

Lake Toho has been able to maintain a healthy fishery over the years that I’ve been fishing it, thanks to extreme drawdowns that have occurred at eight year intervals since 1971. Slightly less than half of the vegetated zone was exposed each time and bottom sediments and undesirable weed growth were reduced. Introduction of native plants helped to restore the lake’s health.

TROPHY BASS CAPITAL


John Faircloth caught the healthiest Lake Toho bass in 1986. The lake record largemouth was caught on an eight-inch worm from the mouth of Shingle Creek in the hottest month of the year, July. It weighed 17 pounds, 12 ounces. The hot-weather catch proved that monster bass can be taken during months other than when the big female largemouth are initiating their spawning activities. Catching a giant Lake Toho bass when it is not full of roe probably offers future generations a better chance.
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The variety of vegetation on Lake Tohopekaliga is tremendous habitat for giant largemouth.

The Kissimmee resident was casting the “Texas-rigged” Tequila Sunrise-colored worm with 1/16-ounce slip sinker and 4/0 hook from the bank toward the opposite shoreline. Faircloth knew where the big fish was hiding out in the stained waters, since he had lost it just one week earlier. The giant bass had broken the rod then and escaped. This time the fish wasn’t so lucky.

The angler had just begun his “yo-yo” retrieve pulling the worm through the eight-foot depths when the bass hit. The worm, consisting of several fat body segments, large egg sack, two serrated curl arms, and a long serrated curl tail, provided the fish a with mouthful. The angler fought the monster bass for approximately 20 minutes on 14-pound test Trilene monofilament as the fish tried to dive into the cypress snags present.

The 28-inch long catch was in excellent physical shape. There was speculation that Faircloth’s largemouth, with an additional year of growth, might have had a legitimate shot at the 20-pound 2-ounce state record during spawning season when full of roe. The lake record is a giant catch from any water, but Toho seems to produce more than its share. Trophy bass in the 14 and 15-pound class and a 20-fish stringer weighing 148.23 pounds caught by a husband and wife back in 1977 have been taken from the lake. In South Florida, Toho is known as the best 10-pound-plus bass water.

WHERE TO LOOK


To find big bass on Toho, I’ll look for something different in the form of cover, e.g., a variety of vegetation. I’ll fish the edges of those variances, where grass adjoins rushes, for example. That’s where the bigger bass will lie. Taller reeds that grow in the middle of grass fields may be difficult to reach, but drop a large worm in there and hang on.

Brown’s Point toward the southwestern shore has always been a favorite of mine. The maidencane and bulrush beds jut out into the lake several hundred yards and some patches are usually frequented by bass. Largemouth lie in many of the interior beds most of the year and are in the shallower stuff during spawning season. In April, though, they’ll move to the outer edges of the rushes. This popular hard-bottomed bass area offers maidencane with scattered patches of rushes growing in about five feet of water. Fish the outside edges of the grass and around the mouths of boat trails.

Grassy Island is a grass point which once was separated by open water. It is a good big bass area with a mixture of dense maidencane and rushes in three to seven feet of water. The east side of Big Grassy Island has grass edges in five feet of water and is productive in the summer months. The depths occur relatively close to the shoreline, which offers a defined weed edge. Casting the boat trail mouths here can be effective. The west side of Big Grassy Island offers good bassin’ in the numerous patches of rushes. The hard bottom and good deep water access, make this area an excellent springtime spot.

The scattered maindencane grass patches in four to six feet of relatively clear water at the back of Goblits Cove can be productive in the summer months. If water is moving through the St. Cloud Canal from East Lake Tohopekaliga, the currents will also attract schooling bass to the mouth of Goblits Cove. This action is normally found in the fall months.

Lanier Point along the west shoreline has trophy largemouth in its scattered rushes and dense maidencane in four to five feet of water. Watch for schooling activity around the grass and in the open water where mussel beds may be located. The grass patches around Paradise Island are also productive habitat for big bass.
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Friar’s Cove in the southeast corner of Toho is most productive during the spring months when the bass are bedding. Fish the maidencane edges on both sides of the mouth of the cove. During the summer months when rain is frequent, water flows from a tributary creek in the cove and provides good bass fishing. To the west, though, the grass around Whaley Landing is usually productive year around. The water depth along the outside edges of the maidencane and lily pads is five to six feet.

Directly across on the south shore near the Southport Canal are productive weed beds. Just east of Southport Canal exit, the thick maidencane grass in five feet of water is productive. The area of heavy maidencane just north of the Southport Park also offers excellent flippin’ habitat. During January, February and March, the shallower stretches are where the bass are.

SIZING UP THE VEGETATION


Toho bass can usually be patterned according to irregular features of the vegetation, such as points, pockets, heavy clumps and matted reeds. I’ve found that the very best spot, however, is usually its transition to another type of vegetation. Deeper stretch of reeds abutting a submergent plant community will usually hold the larger bass.

Look for something different in the form of cover, and fish the edges of those variances. That’s where the bigger bass lie. Taller reeds that grow in the middle of grass fields may be difficult to reach, but they are often productive. Largemouth lie in many of the interior patches of rushes most of the year and are in the shallower stuff during spawning season.

Vegetation communities sometimes look similar, but to catch bass consistently on Toho, look for those combinations. Another good example would be where pickerelweed or maidencane and hydrilla are intermingled. Toho bass prefer different types of aquatic plants at different times of the year, and even at different times of the day. They may be feeding along a grass bed in front of a reed line early in the morning and then move back inside the maidencane to the edge of rushes during the day.

The bass are generally tighter to the weed transitions when skies are brighter. Fish the darker areas along the plant variances first. Hydrilla beds against emergent grass is a good transition; likewise, pickerelweed and spikerush are also great combinations of cover. Such places are usually easy to fish effectively. Bass like the edges, and those weeds with a very definite edge against shorter vegetation are a magnet to largemouth.
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John Faircloth of Kissimmee caught the lake record “Toho” bass from Shingle Creek. It weighed 17 3/4 pounds.

Not all bass are in the heavy weed cover. One day a friend and I stumbled on a mussel bed in open water within sight of the Kissimmee city landing. Clusters of mussels get together and may cover several hundred square feet of bottom on Lake Tohopekaliga. Such an occurrence happens without a depth change. We caught (and released) a limit each from an anchored spot. Bass hold on such places because baitfish are attracted to the beds. Finding the beds, though, are difficult. I tried to find my way back to the one mentioned a month later and couldn’t seem to relocate it.

TACTICS, LURES & BAIT


If an angler is lucky enough to see bass schooling over a bottom comprised of mussel beds, he should anchor and toss artificial lures. A crankbait is a great lure over such a bottom, and, in fact, more than one crankbaiter has retrieved a shell-fouled lure to discovery the mussels. The bed with big concentration of bass may be as little as 30 square feet.

Vibrating plugs, such as Rat-L-Traps, are effective when fished in the boat lanes and around the weedlines. Slender minnow plugs twitched in and around pockets in the maidencaine and buzz baits sputtered over short, sparse grass early and late in the day also fool many Toho bass. Scented plastic worms are productive in open waters and when flipped into the rushes.

I prefer to toss artificial lures on Toho, and plastic worms are usually very effective for me in the rushes and cattails. When the bass are spooky, stay back and pitch a Berkley Power Worm into the cover. Working it vertically along the deep edges can be very effective. Shake the bait, trying not to move it from that spot.

Most of my bigger fish (and those of others) have been taken on a Texas-rigged worm fished either by flipping or by casting. Drop the mouthful of plastic beside the tallest stand of reeds available. The clump doesn’t have to span 1/2 acre, just 10 or 12 stalks is enough to hide a lunker. Ones with a cluster of white snail eggs are ideal. Bass often bump such stalks trying to dislodge the eggs so that they can feed on them.

Weedless spoons are usually productive in the shallower acres of maidencane grass and rushes during March and April. The big bladed spinnerbaits are also worth a try on the deeper edges of the weedline. So are topwater lures like Luhr-Jensen’s Jerkin’ Sam.

Several of my big Toho bass have been taken with huge native shiners as the bait. I have fished large native shiners a variety of ways in and around the boat lanes that cross the fields of grass. Each method has yielded some huge largemouth. Eight-inch shiners are hooked (generally for still, bobber fishing) through the dorsal fin with a 5/0 Brute hook. I’ll hook them through the lips when trolling or drifting.

When drifting or trolling, the shiners are positioned five feet under a cork or free-lined. A wire weedguard is sometimes advantageous if the habitat is extremely dense. When fishing a boat lane or pocket in the vegetation, the baits are cast underhand to softly land near the cover. The rigged shiner is allowed to freely roam the area, towing a small, cork bobber. Trolling can be employed via the electric motor to pull the bait around the thick cover.

A nervous shiner may swim several feet away to avoid a fatal confrontation with a lunker bass. The observant angler should place that bait right back in the same area it was spooked from, for maximum action. Likeliness of a strong surge on the free-lined shiner should be increased. There is nothing more exciting than a bass breaking the white-capped surface about 40 yards from the boat and then jumping toward the sky, trying to free herself of the weedless lip jewelry.

Change bait often, just as soon as the shiner tires or is mouthed by a largemouth. Lively bait is essential to pull fish from the depths. Line testing 25 to 40 pounds and 6 1/2 to 7-foot rods with quality level-wind reels are what I use when shiner fishing. You’ll need it when after the lunkers.

LAKE DETAILS


Being the sixth largest natural lake in the state, with a maximum depth of only 15 feet (a few deeper holes exist) and full of grass in three to seven foot depths, Toho has the area and habitat to grow giants. Lake Tohopekaliga is part of the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes and is accessible from Lakes Cypress, Hatchineha and Kissimmee, all to the south, via the Southport Canal (Kissimmee River) and S-61 Lock. The lake contains 22,700 surface acres and is approximately 11 miles long and 2 1/2 miles wide. While it has deep water, the average depth is only around five feet.

On the north end of the lake, Shingle Creek (the lake’s headwaters) and the St. Cloud or “C-31” canal both run into the lake. Water levels currently are maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers lock and dam at the south end of the lake. In 1971, this lake was the first in the state to undergo an experimental drawdown to improve aquatic habitat and the fisheries. It was extremely successful and resulted in a tremendous fish production increase. Additional drawdowns every six to eight years has maintained a quality bass fishery.

Toho offers expansive fishing opportunities around its 33 miles of shoreline and 100 miles of interior weedline. Four islands, Makinson, Paradise, Grassy and Big Grassy, protrude through the tannic-stained waters. The heaviest growth of vegetation is on the northern half and the western perimeter of the lake. Brown’s Point and the islands all have abundant grasses, as do shoreline areas as well.

The bottom is a mixture of sand and muck in the vegetated areas where dredging and restoration have not occurred, but the key to productive open water fishing lies in finding one of the mussel bed communities. There are also five fish attractors in place on the lake. The Game and Freshwater Fish Commission attractors cover an area of approximately 100 feet by 100 feet and are located in open water. They are marked by floating buoys painted white, black and orange.

The Florida Turnpike toll road and U.S. 441 and 192 all pass within a few miles of the lake, so it’s easy to get there.

LAUNCH/GUIDE/NAVIGATION DETAILS


The lake basically runs north and south, and high winds on the lake can make for a rough day. The coves offer little protection from the white caps that churn up the shallow waters. Although the lake is part of the Kissimmee Chain and connects to East Lake Tohopekaliga via a canal, it is not accessible to boaters. You’ll have to boat through the Southport Lock leading to Cypress Lake to escape the winds.

There are numerous launch facilities on the lake. The two most popular ramp areas are the Kissimmee Lakefront Park in downtown Kissimmee and the Southport Park facility on the southwest end of the lake.

The Kissimmee Lakefront Park on the north end of the lake is located a couple of blocks east off Highway 17-92 on North Lakeshore Boulevard. The nice park has a 6 lane ramp fishing pier, breakwater and marina docks. Osceola County’s Southport Park lies off Highway 531 on Southport Road near Toho’s Lock and Spillway. The park offers complete facilities including fee camping.

Another small ramp lies on the west side of the lake off Highway 531 on Granada Boulevard, and on the southeast side of Toho south of the town of St. Cloud is Whaley Landing. To reach the latter, you’ll need to drive south off Highway 441 on Kissimmee Park Road to Lake Tohopekaliga Road and the public ramp. A little known ramp in excellent shape lies on the C-31 canal in the town of St. Cloud; Partin Triangle Park is south off Highway 441 and east of Kissimmee Park Road on Neptune Road.

Several fish camps and marinas also exist on the lake. In Kissimmee, there’s Big Toho Marina, and a couple of others lie on the eastern shore, one off Pine Island Road toward the north end of Toho and the other off Highway 525 further south. Lying only 10 minutes from Disney World and a bit further from Orlando, most of the public facilities can get busy on the weekends.

For guide service on Toho, you can contact Dave Hoy, Professional Bass Guide Service, P.O. Box 91663, Lakeland, FL 33804-1663, phone (813)533-3865 or Capt. Shawn Foster’s Fishing Guide Service, 105 La Riviere Rd., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931, phone (407)784-2610.
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EAST TOHO’S BASS TRAILS

TOWING A BOAT behind me as I waded a perimeter boat “trail” off the shallow, marshy lake near St. Cloud was an interesting experience. The water clarity on East Lake Tohopekaliga was about five feet, but my wading was masked by profuse vegetation. The trail was loaded with points, pockets and a tremendously irregular edge to the bulrush and alligator weedline.

I had used the boat to reach the shallows on the far shore, and then took to the water for some “wet” angling. I towed my giant “floating tackle box” behind. By fishing from the wet side, I was able to keep tabs on water temperature variances. Most of the better areas had either an obvious thermal difference or an elevation change of only a foot or so. The temperature difference was easy to detect through my blue jeans and tennis shoes that day,

East Lake Tohopekaliga offers excellent clear water angling behind or in front of its perimeter weed line.

Even in highly vegetated waters such as “East Lake,” as it is commonly called, bass react to variations in temperature, structure, pH and oxygen values. The wader can often find the structure and thermal variance without electronic equipment. The change in structure on that small lake was from pickerel grass to bulrushes, and the bass seemed also to concentrate at those spots.

The terrain and emergent vegetation was rugged when I slid into the relatively clear water that morning. Wading through mats and clumps of submerged and emergent vegetation can be difficult. But on my third cast, I was reminded why I was out there.

A four pound largemouth sucked in my spinnerbait and tried to make its way back into the heavy cover. I pressured her out of two clumps of weeds before I had her coming my way. The battle continued, as I stumbled into waist-deep water. The fight was more on my terms then. I pulled the bully bass from the weed entanglements and finally got her close enough to grab her jaw.

I unhooked her I watched her swim off slowly, obviously tired from that encounter. I continued my wading again and cast to the pockets and weed variations. The chartreuse bait attracted a second strike ten feet away from the same productive spot. Seven fish later I crawled into my boat and attempted to dry off a bit. It was time to leave.

East Lake’s bass were not hard to find that day, but I didn’t just jump into the water. I “analyzed” the body of water. The lake’s shoreline was too marshy and shallow in one area and too deep with very little cover on another. The fertility of the soil, as denoted by the vegetation, and the moderate (wadeable) depth of the water in the area I chose to fish, were the reasons for its productivity.

The littoral area of the lake lends itself to wade fishing. The gradual slope of the hard sand shoreline and the variety of vegetation in waters less than 6 feet deep allows wading anglers to walk for miles and carefully work many spots. Boat lanes through the vegetation and stretches of open water between the bulrush perimeter adjacent the open water and the near shore grass beds are productive areas to cast.

The lake at the headwaters of the Kissimmee Chain is located on the edge of the town of St. Cloud, north of Highway 441/192. East Lake has a perimeter of bulrush, cattails, maidencane and torpedograss which provide excellent habitat for bass. Bulrush is found all around the shallow shoreline areas, and both maidencane and torpedograss are often found between the shore and the tall bulrushes.

Currently, the submergent varieties of vegetation include hydrilla, bladderwort, cabomba and elodea, which are found on the open water side of the perimeter bulrush line. Fells Cove has numerous beds of lily pads on its perimeter, and the two small ponds in Boggy Creek are covered with lily pads. The waters are very clear, as Florida lakes go, and water quality remains very good. Forage production, however, is minimal due to low basic fertility. In fact, East Lake nutrient levels are the lowest of all lakes in the Kissimmee Chain.

The Osceola County lake still produces excellent numbers of “harvestable” largemouth bass. Based on recent creel surveys by the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, East Lake is one of the top-rated largemouth bass fishing waters in the state. Numerous bass between 10 and 14 pounds are taken from the lake each year, and every few years, a 15 or 16 pounder is caught.
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THE WET SPOT


You generally won’t catch the giants when wading the back alleys, but you’ll have fun! The ‘slowness afoot’ involved in wade fishing such areas is an advantage in terms of productivity. Wading doesn’t allow an angler to cover a lot of ground fast, but it forces him to fish more thoroughly than would the average boat angler. When the lure is presented repeatedly or closer to a bass, usually the chances are better for a strike.

An equally “wet” and productive way of catching East Lake bass allows an angler to access the deeper water off the bulrushes. Tubing is ideal, because you can climb into an inner tube and flip weighted worms into the tight cover without disturbing the habitat. The float tuber, or belly boater, as he’s sometimes called, can slowly crawl a plastic worm with the patience and stealth needed to attract even inactive fish.

Waders often unsuspectingly step into small depressions and tubers don’t. Even at six feet, two inches, I cast a much lower profile while settled into a tube than I do in my bass boat. That allows me to get closer to the fish-holding habitat, have better lure control and more leverage after the strike.

The belly boat consists of an inner tube which is partially lined with a cloth material. The commercially-made covering and seat is usually made of nylon which is rot and mildew resistant. Jeans and tennis shoes can be worn, but for more comfort, try chest high waders, either stocking foot or boot foot. They’ll protect your legs from underwater obstructions.
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