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Readers’ praise for Grandmother Five Baskets:


“. . . a lesson in self-awareness and self-pride for young readers of any culture.”

LaDonna Harris, President and Founder 
Americans for Indian Opportunity


“The Poarch Creek Indians are very proud to be a part of this heart-warming story and its tribute to the importance of family.”

Eddie L. Tullis, Tribal Chairman 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians


“Together, text and illustrations are a tribute to a unique modern American Indian people, the Poarch Creek Indians . . . a lovely evocation of their spirit.”

J. Anthony Paredes, Ph.D. 
Department of Anthropology 
Florida State University


“This is truly the Indian way of education . . . spiritual enrichment through basic temporal function, mentored by an elder.”

Jane L. Weeks, Executive Director 
Alabama Indian Affairs Commission
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Summary: Anna, a young Creek Indian, must call upon her own discipline and persistence in carrying out her assigned task of producing five traditional baskets under the guidance of Grandmother Five Baskets.
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About the cover: The calico print shown on the cover represents a typical fabric used for traditional dress among the Poarch Creek Indians (see p. 33).
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“Now, Mama?” Lucy asks, holding the five pine straw baskets I made so many years ago.

“Now, Mama?” Lucy’s question tugs at my memories as surely as her hand upon my arm. Given voice, it lingers between us. Yet, I know it is a question for my heart, not my mind. . . .
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Yes, little one. We begin today,” Grandmother Five Baskets had answered twenty years ago to my insistent questions.

I ran to gather her shawl and basket as she pulled herself from the rocking chair. Though nearly eighty, she moved gracefully as she stepped from the porch.

She told me what I should look for, as we walked along the rutted red road toward the stand of loblolly pine trees where she always collected the pine needles for her baskets.

“Anna, this is a good time to gather the pine straw, since there was a heavy rain several nights ago. The freshest straw will be lying on top of the old, and we need only to pick it up,” she said.

As we entered the cool darkness, the sunlight filtered through the pine trees. The light showed ferns and flowers pressing up through layers of leaves and pine straw.
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Grandmother Five Baskets was right. The freshest pine straw was easily seen, its bright shine standing out against the older, darker layers. I began to gather the pine straw.

Grandmother Five Baskets moved slowly through the woods, stopping now and again, each time calling me back to look at one plant or another, and telling me its name and use. My favorite was a small bed of spearmint. The smell of the leaves was sweet and clean when crushed between my fingers. Grandmother Five Baskets said she would use the leaves to make a tea to soothe upset stomachs or in a salve to cool irritated skin. The afternoon passed for a pleasant hour or so, until we had gathered enough pine straw for several baskets.
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Five Baskets

by Lisa Larrabee

[lustrated by Lori Sawyer
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