




[image: image1]









[image: image]







The Cardinals win the World Series again!


2011


Molina wins his first of 4 Gold Glove Awards.


2008


Molina wins the first of 4 Fielding Bible Awards.


2007


The Cardinals go to the World Series again–and this time they win!


2006


Molina moves up to the Major Leagues–and has a change to play in the World Series.


2004


The St. Louis Cardinals draft Molina.


2000


Molina is born in Puerto Rico.


1982
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Chapter 1


A PUERTO RICAN PLAYER


Yadier Molina is part of a baseball family. He and his two brothers are all Major League catchers in the United States. But Molina is more than that. He’s an amazing catcher all on his own.


Fans and teammates affectionately call the Cardinal’s catcher “Yadi.” He’s one of the best catchers out there. His skills, combined with his passion and his quiet determination, make him a fan favorite. He’s been on the field for a decade, and it looks like he’ll be around for a lot longer.


Molina started playing baseball on the Caribbean island where he grew up—Puerto Rico.


Puerto Rican Baseball


Puerto Rico has a long and rich baseball culture. The game of baseball was first introduced to the island by a group of Puerto Ricans and Cubans who had learned the game in the United States. At first the sport was not well received by the local press and general public. People thought it was a silly game. But all that changed before very long! Puerto Ricans fell in love with baseball.
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What Were the Negro Leagues?


Before the American Civil Rights Movement, blacks and whites were kept segregated in the United States. Blacks weren’t allowed to play in the Major Leagues. But black Americans loved to play baseball. And they were good at it too! So they formed their own leagues. These leagues competed against each other. Many players in the Negro Leagues also found important opportunities to play the game they loved in Puerto Rico and other Caribbean islands.
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