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Finders Keepers


Hey, stop! You’re getting leaves in my hair!” Bess Marvin shouted.


Nancy Drew laughed at her best friend. Then she picked up another handful of dried leaves. She tossed them up in the air. They fluttered onto her own head as they fell to the ground.


“I just raked those,” Bess said. She put her hands on her hips.


    “No, you didn’t,” George Fayne said to her cousin. “I raked them.”


Nancy giggled and pulled her jacket tightly around her. The cold fall air made her shiver even though the sun was shining. Nancy loved being outside with George and Bess. They were her two best friends. Nancy’s puppy, Chocolate Chip, was playing nearby.


Chip ran over to Bess and dropped a stick at her feet. Bess patted the puppy and threw the stick for her to fetch. Then she picked at the leaves that were stuck in her long, blond hair.


“Come on,” George said. “We promised Bess’s grandmother that we’d rake these before tonight. And we still have to get into our Halloween costumes.”


Bess’s parents were away for the weekend so Bess’s grandmother was staying with Bess. Nancy and George were going to sleep over at Bess’s house that night.


“Bess!” Nancy called when she saw that Bess wasn’t doing her share. Bess was still playing with Chocolate Chip.


“Can I help?” a voice suddenly asked.


Nancy whirled around in surprise. Molly Angelo was standing on the sidewalk behind her. Molly was eight years old, just like Nancy and her friends. She lived down the street from Bess.


“Hi,” Bess said. “You want to help? Great! Here, take my rake.”


Nancy shook her head as Bess shoved the rake into Molly’s hands. Then Bess walked over to sit down on the front steps.


“Thanks,” Molly said. She brushed her curly hair out of her eyes.


“Let’s rake the leaves into one big pile,” Nancy said.


George and Nancy got busy. They raked a lot of the leaves into the center of the yard.


Molly bent down to pat Chocolate Chip. Before she had a chance, Chip ran straight through the pile of leaves. Leaves flew everywhere.


“Chip, stay out of our pile,” Nancy scolded.
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Then Chip bounded over to the bushes by the porch. She came back and dropped something at Molly’s feet.


“Hey, look what I found!” Molly cried.


“What?” Nancy asked, looking up.


Molly held up a strangely shaped key.


Nancy and her friends rushed over to Molly. Nancy had never seen a key like this before. It was at least four inches long, and it looked heavy. The top of the key was shaped like a heart. The rest of the key was twisted into a zig-zag shape. A dirty green ribbon was looped through it. The ribbon was tied in a bow.


“Wow,” George said. “That’s the craziest-looking key I’ve ever seen.” She reached out to touch it.


“Finders keepers,” Molly said. She clutched the key tightly to her chest.


“No way,” Bess said. “That belongs to my mom or dad. It was in our yard. And anyway it looks old. It’s probably been out here a long time. Give it back.”


Molly clutched the key even tighter. “Nancy’s dog gave it to me,” she said. “So it’s mine.”


Nancy and George shook their heads.


“No, it’s Bess’s,” Nancy said. “Give it back to her.”


Molly pouted, but she handed the key over to Bess. “No fair,” she said. Then she turned and stomped away.


“She has a lot of nerve,” George said when Molly was gone.


“Well, at least she gave it back. I wonder what this key opens,” Bess said. She looked at it closely. “Let’s see if my grandmother knows.”


Bess hurried toward the house. Nancy and George quickly followed.


“Grammy?” Bess called as she ran into the living room.


“In here,” Bess’s grandmother answered from the kitchen.


Bess raced to the kitchen with the big key in her hand.


Grandma Marvin was in the kitchen, making lollipops. She was going to give them out that night for Halloween.


“Look what we found in the yard,” Bess said.


Grandma Marvin’s face lit up. “Oh!” she cried. “Look at that!” But then she frowned.
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