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  PREFACE




  There is a widespread tendency in this world to see those who succeed and accumulate wealth in a negative light. This is represented by the analogy of crabs in the lower part of a bucket using their pincers to pull down the one that tries to escape. What would happen if we develop a culture where the crab that succeeds in escaping teaches the other crabs how to do the same, thus helping them escape, one after another? There would be a procession of successful individuals emerging one after another.




  I believe in equal opportunities because it leads to prosperity that comes from freedom. However, I do not necessarily approve of equal results, which is the rationalization of jealousy. If a world is created where people who succeed by putting effort and getting wisdom get condemned and where lazy people get benefits, it will certainly bring down the moral of society.




  Do not use the words, “reducing inequalities” as an excuse to revive the ghost of Marx. A healthy inequality encourages others, providing society with motivation and energy. The starting point of prosperity lies in having a positive attitude toward prosperity.




  Ryuho Okawa


  National Teacher


  January 17, 2012




  




  ~ CHAPTER ONE ~


  LET’S ACHIEVE SUCCESS




  




  1


  It is Good to Become Rich




  
Do you have a sense of guilt toward wealth?




  The theme of this chapter is, “Let’s Achieve Success.” There are many types of people among the readers and the subject of success is extremely broad, so I could go on forever if I were to talk about it in the general sense.




  Therefore, this may sound somewhat unusual, but I would like to talk about how to make money and how to get rich.




  There will, of course, be some who won’t get rich despite reading this chapter. But there will be about the same percentage of people who will get wealthy as the people who recover from illness by listening to my lectures.




  If we narrow our definition of the word success as “getting rich,” then the most important mindset is, “don’t reject wealth.”




  There are quite a number of religious people who have a sense of guilt toward wealth. In religions that existed 2,000 years ago or earlier, including Christianity, Buddhism and other religions, wealth was often taught as such and ultimately became synonymous with the devil.




  It’s definitely true that wealth has this aspect. There are many cases in which wealth or money can delude you. So, wealth could be a path to your downfall.




  However, another path, the path to progress and prosperity, is also open to us. A person who finds success through wealth chooses this path; whether or not a person chooses this path depends on his lifestyle and aspirations.




  Therefore, if I were straightforwardly asked whether the thought of disapproving wealth, as in the teachings of early Buddhism and Christianity, is correct in the modern age, I would have to say, “No.”




  Today, there are many companies starting up, with a steady stream of them becoming big businesses and employing tens or hundreds of thousands of people. With the emergence of these huge businesses, new jobs are being created and the employees are able to provide for their families by working there. Many people have been able to create large businesses within their own lifetimes.




  For example, there is the Microsoft billionaire, Bill Gates, as well as many people who have created major businesses in Japan. If we rejected all these businesses and thought of all the heads of major businesses as Satans from Hell, then the people living off their salaries earned by working there would be minions of those Satans.




  However, that’s not the case. If you want to make the world affluent, make people happy and get wealthy from work that actually accomplishes these goals without harming the world, then that’s not a bad thing.




  
Treating successful people as evil is a mistaken concept of left-wing ideology




  As I have mentioned, one may call wealth evil, disapproving of it due to the religious sense of guilt. Or, he may think from a Marxist left-wing ideology that all people who make money are evil and that there are many who are poor and unhappy because such people exist.




  Recently, such thinking has come up again with the phrase, “unequal society” being used to denigrate economic inequality.




  Even on television, there are many programs closely covering and reporting on the homeless. But there have always been homeless people.




  Nowadays, the idea that the rich are evil and the poor are righteous does not pass. Wisdom and effort are necessary for attaining success. If we deny such wisdom and effort, the world will become full of lazy people.




  There is something wrong in a society where one cannot succeed despite giving his best efforts. Such society is one with no opportunities and one in which opportunities are not given equally.




  That’s why I am advocating the need for equal opportunities. A society is indeed harsh if there is no opportunity given to start businesses in the first place or if there is no prospect of success in life unless one is born into the aristocracy or, as in the old days, the family of a feudal lord.




  Meanwhile, I believe that a good society is one in which opportunities are given equally and paths open before us through individual effort, diligence and resourcefulness.




  Thus, disparity is inevitable. However, a world where people are envious of those who have found success or treat them as evil just because this disparity exists is not good. We should embrace such people and acknowledge their excellence.




  There will always be people who fail no matter what, so I think certain safety nets or relief measures are necessary to guarantee a minimum standard of living at the national and community levels.




  At the same time, it is important that those who succeed demonstrate chivalry by giving back to society and that successful companies increase their number of employees.




  Measures for dealing with unemployment are not only for the government to implement. Companies, too, should make an effort to give back to society. For example, by establishing new factories in regions where there are no employment opportunities.




  
The idea, “money is time” changed my life




  I, myself, had an experience that changed my way of thinking when I was young.




  When I was a teenager, I harbored the same belief I mentioned earlier of fundamental religions, the idea of fundamental Buddhism and Christianity that one cannot serve both wealth and God. This idea was that of honesty and poverty; I thought that a poor and pure life was the right way to live.




  That mindset changed when I learnt of the expression “money is time,” the reverse of the saying, “time is money.” I learnt of this way of thinking when I was about 20 and was struck by the truth to it. “Money is time” [time can be bought with money] means that by having money you can make progress with your work and that expanding your business becomes easier.




  Even with my work, there is a limit to what I can do alone, but if there are others to help, the scope of my work can be broadened.




  If we take reading books as an example, going to a big bookstore to buy books may be fun, but it’s basically half a day’s work. However, if I have the money to employ a secretary, I can have him go buy books from the bookstore for me. That will save me half a day. I can then use that time to read even more books.




  This holds true for work as well. If you have a lot of capital, you can get through your work quickly.




  This is also true for Happy Science. If we have an accumulation of funds, we can build many branches or build temples to hold seminars in, all over Japan. We can also do overseas missionary work. This way we can essentially shorten the time we take to do things. So, it is true, in a sense, that one can buy time with money.




  Therefore, if you have worthy goals and motives in the work you are trying to do and you work hard for the benefit of society, then you may find that both “time is money” and “money is time” are true for you.




  In this way, my life actually changed considerably by changing my way of thinking when I was young.




  
Happy Science accepts wealth achieved through right work




  If you have, from the start, an internal sense of guilt toward wealth, you will not become rich. This is because you, yourself, believe that becoming wealthy is akin to going to Hell and becoming a friend of devils. In such situation, you will fail, for some reason, no matter how hard you try.




  For example, if you manage a company, it will go bankrupt. This is because you feel that you will not be able to go to Heaven if you don’t fail. Since you feel that you can go to Heaven if you go bankrupt and become penniless, but that you will go to Hell if you make money, you will let yourself make bad moves and run the company into the ground.




  Even though it can’t be helped for the company president to become penniless as a result of going out of business, there are usually employees at a company. Whether there be 10, 30 or 100 employees, the head is responsible for looking after the livelihoods of those employees and their families.




  What happens to the company president himself is of less concern; the bankruptcy of the company is a grave matter for the people working there. Therefore, bankruptcy is a bad thing.




  Right work consists of selling the company’s goods and products to make a profit, keeping the company in the black and being able to regularly pay the employees’ salaries. Right work should also involve giving the employees hope and having them embrace this vision of the future. This is the right management policy. This is how it must be.




  Of course, you hear many nasty stories about making money and it seems that people blinded by money turn to crime and make headlines in the newspaper daily. Because there is the danger of turning to crime if one thinks only of gaining money quickly and easily, we should probably consider the aforementioned words of the ancient religions to be warnings against such actions.




  Meanwhile at Happy Science, we put forth the idea, “Wealth which is properly gained through hard work, use of wisdom and through effort and diligence, is not to be denied.” This seems to be a new concept, even for people overseas.




  The people of Asian and African nations, in particular, read my books translated into English and their national languages. They apparently are thinking whether they could engage in building their country based on these teachings, whether they could use the teachings to lead their country and introduce Japan’s secret of success.

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
PROSPERITY THINKING

cho

DEVELOPING THE MINDSET
FOR ATTRACTING
INFINITE RICHES

BT Ve X7 ) )e
5 >

S

RYUHO OKAWA

FOUNDER OF HAPPY SCIENCE





