

















Introduction


Welcome to Barron’s AP World History: Modern Flashcards, Sixth Edition, which give you the


    flexibility to study world history in ways that textbooks and study guides do not.


You can tailor the cards to your own study needs, allowing you to make the deck your


own. Cards can be organized both by chronology and by theme. Cards are numbered


chronologically to allow you to study particular time periods. Cards can also be


arranged by theme if you want to study general themes. For example, to review


“Interaction Between Humans and the Environment,” pull out the cards with the icon


of the hand holding the world. A set of activity cards provides suggestions for group


study, either in the classroom or with friends.


Good luck!
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The new AP World History: Modern curriculum is organized by four chronological


periods and six themes that will help students make connections across nine units.


These flashcards are categorized in the same way, and each card is associated with a


chronological period and a theme.


Key Themes and Their Symbols


Humans and the


Governance


Social Interactions


Environment


and Organization


Cultural Development


Economic Systems


Technology and


and Interactions


Innovation









AP World History: Modern Units


Units


Chronological Period*



Foundations: Key Developments Before 1200*


Foundations to c. 1200


Unit 1: The Global Tapestry



c. 1200 to c. 1450


Unit 2: Networks of Exchange



Unit 3: Land-Based Empires



c. 1450 to c. 1750


Unit 4: Transoceanic Interconnections



Unit 5: Revolutions



c. 1750 to c. 1900


Unit 6: Consequences of Industrialization



Unit 7: Global Conflict



Unit 8: Cold War and Decolonization



c. 1900 to the present


Unit 9: Globalization




*Please Note: The unit called Foundations is provided for contextualization for the course. The content


    covered in this section of cards will NOT be covered on the exam.
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A message from the authors . . .


This set of flashcards is designed to help you prepare for the AP World History:


Modern Exam. The Advanced Placement exam will cover content from 1200 to the


present. The cards that cover content that will be on the exam begin at card #102.


The first 101 cards (Foundations to c. 1200) include content that provides


a foundation for the AP World History: Modern course and exam. You do


not need to use these cards when preparing for the AP World History: Modern


Exam; however, they may be useful when establishing context for the course itself.


Starting in May 2025, this exam will only be offered digitally.
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Theme 1


#1


Foundations to 1200


Hominids
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Random 2


Random 3
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 Appeared three to four million years ago in southern and eastern


#1


Africa.


 Humanlike creatures called primates.


 Mary and Louis Leakey excavated hominid fossils in the Great Rift Valley.


 “Lucy,” an Australopithecine fossil, was found in 1974.


 Three major differences from earlier primates: bipedalism (gives ability to walk


upright), a sizable brain (enables abstract thought and fine motor control), and


a larynx (allows for complex speech). Thought-processing ability led to creative


alteration of the natural environment (savanna, desert, tundra) to suit human


needs.


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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Theme 1
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Foundations to 1200


Homo sapiens


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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 Homo sapiens, modern humans, emerged 100,000 to 200,000 years



#2


ago.


 Earliest variant, the Neanderthal, appeared 100,000 to 250,000


years ago.


 More advanced was Cro-Magnon, which appeared 60,000 to 100,000 years ago


during the Paleolithic Age.



 Homo sapiens and Cro-Magnon both used advanced tools, wore clothing, created



semipermanent or permanent dwellings, and organized into social groups. Spread


from Africa to Europe and Asia.


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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Theme 1
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Foundations to 1200


Paleolithic Era


(Old Stone Age)


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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 Predates agricultural societies.


#3


 Social groups: Extended families grew into clans; clans mixed with


neighboring groups to form tribes with sophisticated organization,


including chiefs, leaders, and religious figures.


 Organized warfare with progressively more advanced and diverse weapons: rocks,


clubs, knives, spears, axes, and bows and arrows.


 Ability to control fire.


 Worship of deities; religious rituals included sacrifices to gods, goddesses, and


spirits.


 Expression through art and music; examples include cave paintings and flutes.


 Division of labor assigned by gender: men hunted, women gathered. The greatest


concern was having a steady and plentiful food supply.


 Archeological evidence indicates that these people gradually migrated from


East Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas.


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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Theme 1
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Foundations to 1200


Pastoral Society


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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 These societies were typically nomadic and focused on caring for


#4


herds and flocks.


 They were more socially stratified than hunters and gatherers, but


not as established as the agriculturalists of the Early River Valley Civilizations.


 Various pastoral societies developed throughout Afro-Eurasia depending on local


plants and animal life.


 Pastoralists created problems when overgrazing, which led to erosion in


some areas.


 The nomadic lifestyle of pastoralists made the exchange of technological advances


(weapons, transportation innovations) with a variety of established civilizations


possible.


 Like agricultural societies, pastoralists tended to be patriarchal, and their social


structure facilitated the development of elite groups to control the wealth.


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


Theme 1
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Foundations to 1200


Neolithic Era—Origins


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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 Earliest evidence of sedentary agriculture dates to between 10,000


#5


and 8000 B.C.E.



 Called the New Stone Age (8000–5000 B.C.E.), the origins of



agricultural society.


 Domestication of animals and cultivation of crops.


 The earliest method of cultivation was slash-and-burn agriculture.


 People settled down and developed complex societies. Earliest agricultural


societies appeared in southwestern Asia and spread to India, Europe, and


Asia. Mesoamerica and East Asia most likely developed agricultural techniques


independently.


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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Theme 1


#6


Foundations to 1200


Neolithic Era—Culture


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


 Agriculture allowed for a food surplus, which in turn led to an


#6


increase in population.


 Jericho, in modern-day Israel, was one of the world’s first Neolithic


villages.


 Early industries developed in pottery, metallurgy, and textiles.


 Permanent villages appeared as people turned to farming and away from hunting


and gathering. Village life encouraged the development of specialized labor—


everyone was no longer dedicated to food production.


 Led to accumulation of wealth and eventually social classes, and the role and


status of women diminished compared to hunting and gathering societies.
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Random 2


Random 3
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Theme 1


#7


Foundations to 1200


Bantu Migrations


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3
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 Movement of Africans across the continent of Africa


#7


(3000 B.C.E.–500 C.E.).



 Niger-Congo–related languages, and compilations, spoken by Kru,



Wolof, Ibo, Mande, and Yorba, all part of the Bantu family of languages.



 Bantus reached their limits by 1000 B.C.E.; established decentralized governments—



“segmentary societies”—that governed through family and kinship groups.


 Each village (usually 100 people) was ruled by a council, made up of male heads


of families, and a village chief; a group of villages formed a district (usually the


highest form of government).


 Possession of iron metallurgy; tools were used to clear land for agriculture


(basis for society) and herding throughout Africa. Increased conflict among Bantus


led to the formation of organized militaries and formal government institutions.
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 Metallurgy originated with the use of copper.
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 In the Neolithic era, copper was combined with tin to create bronze.


 Bronze tools and weapons were first used in Mesopotamia c. 4000–


3000 B.C.E.



 By c. 1500–1000 B.C.E., craftsmen in Mesopotamia developed iron tools and



weapons; this technology diffused throughout southwestern Asia over time.
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 The Hittites were from ancient Anatolia and established their
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empire around 1600 B.C.E. At its height in the mid-14th century


B.C.E. under Suppiluliuma I, it included most of Asia Minor and



parts of the northern Levant and Upper Mesopotamia. The empire ended with


the end of the Bronze Age and broke into several independent “Neo-Hittite” city-


states, some of which survived until the eighth century B.C.E.



 After 1180 B.C.E., turmoil in the Levant took place, believed to have been



associated with the unexpected arrival of the Sea Peoples.


 Hittite civilization is known mostly from cuneiform texts and from documents


found in Egypt and the Middle East.


 The Hittite military used chariots. Although the Hittites existed during the Bronze


Age, they were the precursors of the people of the Iron Age, as they made and


used iron artifacts as early as the 18th century B.C.E.
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 Located between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in modern-day
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Iraq.


 The world’s first cities, including Ur and Babylon, emerged in this


region.


 Sumerians were polytheistic and built ziggurats—pyramid-like temples—to


please their gods.


 Sumer was organized into a series of city-states and each worked to maintain


peace and stability.


 Large public-works projects, such as canals and bridges, were undertaken


to meet the needs of society.


 Knowledge of irrigation led to an increased food supply and population, and by


c. 5000 B.C.E. Sumer was established. Other Sumerian achievements included the


development of the first form of writing—cuneiform—and the Code of Ur-Nammu,


which is the oldest known complete code of law in the world.


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


Theme 4


#11


Foundations to 1200


Interregional Trade


Between Mesopotamia and


Egypt


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


 Specialized labor and efficient means of transportation encouraged
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trade between groups such as the Mesopotamians and the


Egyptians as early as 3500 B.C.E.


 Sumerians, who needed natural resources, traded regularly with the Harappan


society by 2300 B.C.E.


 Sumerians shipped woolen textiles, leather goods, sesame oil, and jewelry to India


in exchange for copper, ivory, pearls, and semiprecious stones.


 Egyptian pharaohs imported cedar, a sign of wealth, for tombs.
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 Established high standards of behavior and stern punishments for
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violators (c. 1792–1750 B.C.E.) in the city-state of Babylon.


 Death penalty for murder, theft, fraud, false accusations, sheltering


of runaway slaves, failure to obey royal orders, adultery, and incest.


 Civil laws regulated prices, wages, commercial dealings, marital relationships,


and the conditions of slavery.



 Relied on the lex talionis (“law of retaliation”) and social standing; upper classes



were favored.


 Concept of a consistent written set of rules to govern society, rather than arbitrary


rulers, impacted later civilizations. Sumer also had codified laws known as the


Code of Ur-Nammu.
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 Officers in charge of standardized military units were appointed on
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the basis of merit, skill, and bravery rather than noble birth and


family connections.


 Used horse-drawn chariots to conquer standing armies (technological innovation).



 At its height (eighth and seventh centuries B.C.E.), the Assyrian Empire covered



much of what is now Mesopotamia, Syria, and Palestine, as well as much of


Anatolia


and most of Egypt.


 Government consisted of a combination of administrative techniques (first used by


Hammurabi) and a powerful and intimidating military machine.
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 Experimentation began as early as 4000 B.C.E.
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 Mesopotamians manufactured effective iron and bronze tools and


weapons by 1000 B.C.E.


 Craftsmen added carbon to iron to increase its strength and produce harder and


sharper edges (technological innovation).


 Assyrians used iron tools to conquer Mesopotamia.


 Iron metallurgy spread from Mesopotamia to Anatolia, Egypt, North Africa, and


other regions (example of cultural diffusion).
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 Basis of Mesopotamian and Egyptian societies—men made decisions
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about the division of household chores among family members,


and they arranged marriages.


 Men ruled as kings and pharaohs and made decisions about public policy.


 Women were punished for adultery by drowning; men could engage in


consensual sexual relations outside of marriage without penalty.


 A man could sell his wife and children into slavery to pay off debt.


 The combination of patriarchy and forced labor gave most elite men control over


other groups within their society.


 Evidence of patriarchal society is seen in Hammurabi’s Code, which entrusted men


with all major decision-making and judgment, and in Confucian society with the


five relationships.
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 Agricultural settlements emerged as early as 5500 B.C.E., but
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Egyptian history begins when King Menes united Upper (southern)


and Lower (northern) Egypt.


 Society was ruled by a pharaoh (considered an incarnation of the sun god Ra),


who controlled access to the Nile.


 Hatshepsut was a female pharaoh of Egypt.


 Worshipping the dead led to mummification and the building of tombs/pyramids.


 Achievements: written language (hieroglyphics), papermaking, field irrigation,


bronze tools and weapons, 365-day calendar, monumental architecture


(pyramids, temples).


 Women were responsible for handling household finances and educating children.


A woman had the right to divorce, receive alimony, own property, manage a


business, and become a priestess.
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 Cuneiform, the earliest known writing, originated in Mesopotamia,
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a core civilization.


 Record-keeping for trade purposes became necessary as society


became increasingly more complex.


 Sumerians developed a writing system based on pictures (pictographs) in which


symbols were made on wet clay and then baked.


 Egyptians developed hieroglyphs—symbols that represent sounds and ideas.


 One example of job specialization was the scribe, who prepared legal and other


documents (developed as an occupation).


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


Theme 2


#18


Foundations to 1200


Hebrews


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


 Nomads who originally settled between Mesopotamia and Egypt.
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 Developed the world’s first monotheistic religion—the worship of


Yahweh.


 Hebrew Bible contains experiences and practices of Israelites during this period.


 Descendants of the Hebrews would later be called Jews.



 About 1300 B.C.E., led by Moses, they went to Palestine, where they established a



kingdom under David and Solomon. It extended from Syria to the Sinai Peninsula.


 Ten Commandments: religious teachings that also serve as an ethical code


of behavior.


 Assyrian, Babylonian, and Roman Empires took control of various Jewish states


over time. This added to the increase in Jewish diasporic communities near the


Mediterranean and in the Middle East.
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 Lived between eastern Mediterranean Sea and Lebanon; earned a
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reputation as seafaring traders in the first millennium B.C.E.


 Establishment of city-states throughout the Mediterranean allowed


them to dominate trade in the Mediterranean basin.


 Developed a writing system of twenty-two symbols representing sounds, which


aided in their long-distance commercial activities.


 Their alphabet spread throughout the region as they traded products such


as glass, textiles, and timber.


 The Latin alphabet emerged out of the Phoenetic dialect.
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 Originated in the Indus River Valley c. 2500 B.C.E.
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 Two main cities, Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, provide


archaeological evidence of this society’s history.


 The cities were well planned, fortified, and uniformly constructed. Brick size


was uniform throughout the Indus Valley—indicates use of standardized weights


and measures.


 Speculation as to why this civilization declined continues because the written


language remains untranslated.


 Extensive evidence of long-distance trade—Indus Valley pottery has been found


in Egypt; products from Sumer, such as olive oil, were traded in the region.
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 Ancient languages demonstrating these similarities are Sanskrit
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(sacred language of Aryan India), Old Persian, Greek, and Latin.


 Development of individual communities—and lack of communication


between them—explains the evolution of different languages and dialects.


 During the 18th and 19th centuries, similarities between the languages of Europe,


Persia, and India were noticed. Explanation for similarities: Speakers of Indo-


European languages were all descendants of ancestors who spoke a common


tongue and migrated from their original homeland.
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 Originally pastoral nomads who spoke Indo-European languages.
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 Migrated south through the Hindu Kush mountain range


c. 1500 B.C.E. and established small communities in northern India;


replaced Harappan civilization.


 Limited agriculture, depended on pastoral economy—prized herds of cattle.


 Domesticated horses as means of transportation and to create a devastating war


machine when attached to chariots.


 Literary and religious texts were memorized and passed down as oral histories.


 Over time, developed a complex caste system influenced in large part by


contacts with indigenous peoples and invaders.
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 A period in Indian history, between 1500 and 500 B.C.E., when the



#23


Vedas—the primary texts of Hinduism—were recorded; Rig Veda


is the first of these.


 The Vedas are a collection of songs, hymns, and prayers honoring Aryan gods.


These were handed down by Brahmin priests and provide a view of early Aryan


society in India.


 Aryans and Dravidians frequently fought among themselves—there was no


common centralized government.


 Hundreds of chiefdoms based on herding communities and agricultural villages


were established.


 Permanent communities, relying more on agriculture than herding, were


established into a regional kingdom c. 1000–500 B.C.E.


 Social hierarchy, based on caste, maintained order and stability; the Aryans also


constructed a gender hierarchy based on a strong patriarchal society.
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 Developed over time as the Aryans established settlements
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in India around 1500 B.C.E.



 Four main varnas (social classes) organized a well-defined hierarchy



around skin color.



 Priests (Brahmins); warriors and aristocrats (kshatriyas); cultivators, artisans,



merchants (vaishyas); landless peasants and serfs (shudras); and, later,


untouchables, who performed unpleasant tasks (butchering animals, handling dead


bodies).



 Occupation determined a person’s jati, or subcaste.



 Castes and subcastes had a major impact on the development of Hindu society,


with rules for interaction and intermarriage; severely limited social mobility.


 Although the Indian Constitution has outlawed caste-based discrimination, and


barriers have been broken down in urban areas, the caste system continues to


influence social practices of Hindus throughout rural India.
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 Spoke to needs and interests of average people.
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 Bhagavad Gita (“Song of the Lord”), a brief poem composed by


many unidentified authors, outlines what Hinduism expects of


individuals and the path to salvation.


 Salvation is achieved by individuals who meet responsibilities by obeying laws


of their caste, not material success.



 Hindu ethics: dharma—righteousness (obey religious and moral laws), artha—



wealth (to uphold dharma and provide for family and society), kama—desire


(take pleasure in social, physical, and sexual activities), moksha—salvation of


the soul.


 A person is reincarnated on the basis of behavior into one of four castes (and later


a fifth, untouchables).


 World’s oldest organized religion, originated in India. Limited spread beyond India.


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


Theme 3


#26


Foundations to 1200


Yellow River Civilization—


Xia Dynasty


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]



 Huang He means Yellow River and refers to the light-colored loess



#26


soil that the river picks up and deposits on the riverbank.


 Unpredictable flooding led to its nickname, China’s Sorrow.


 Regular rains and fertile soil eliminated the need for an extensive irrigation system;


instead, water-control systems were developed.


 The Xia dynasty attempted to organize public life on a large scale—it established


the precedent for hereditary monarchical rule in China.


 Legendary founder Yu initiated flood-control projects, organized large-scale public


works, and set up formal government.
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 Using a well-armed military, the Shang extended their rule to
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northeastern China.


 Kings controlled surplus agriculture, as well as an extensive network


of as many as 1,000 local towns.


 Built extensive and lavish tombs for emperors.


 Practiced ancestor worship; used oracle bones to foresee the future.



 Earliest recorded dynasty (1750–1027 B.C.E.); rise and success based on



technology, especially bronze. The Shang controlled production of bronze by


monopolizing mines and employing craftsmen.
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 Ruled by proclamation. Military forces and allies disseminated laws
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and justice.


 All power and loyalty transferred to Zhou dynasty.


 Zhou theory of politics: Events of Heaven and Earth are closely related (see



“Mandate of Heaven,” card #29).


 Zhou cultural achievements: poetry, history, rituals, political essays, morals,


religion, and philosophy.



 Most writings lost, but Book of Songs preserved early Zhou literature.



 Zhou established the concept of the Mandate of Heaven to justify their takeover of


the Shang—a concept that would be utilized by future dynasties.
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 First used by Zhou to justify their takeover of the Shang.
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