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Individuals from Vastly Different Political Perspectives Agree That There Is a Crisis in Education




[image: image]




Copyright © 2022 by Benjamin Carson, Benjamin Crump, Armstrong Williams


All Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.


Skyhorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.


Skyhorse® and Skyhorse Publishing® are registered trademarks of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.


Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.


10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.


Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-5107-7688-3


Ebook ISBN: 978-1-5107-7689-0


Cover design by Brendan Nieto


Printed in the United States of America




[image: image]


2016: Benjamin Crump, Esq. (left), Dr. Benjamin Carson (center), and Armstrong Williams (right) celebrating the 90th birthday of Williams’ mother, Thelma Williams, on his family’s South Carolina farm.




A PRELUDE TO THE CRISIS
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by Armstrong Williams


H. G. Welles famously noted that “Civilization is a race between education and catastrophe.”


President George Washington’s first State of the Union Address underscored the nexus between education and constitutional governance celebrating liberty and the rule of law:




Knowledge is in every Country the surest basis of public happiness. In one, in which the measures of Government receive their impression so immediately from the sense of the Community as in ours, it is proportionably essential. To the security of a free Constitution it contributes in various ways: By convincing those, who are entrusted with the public administration, that every valuable end of Government is best answered by the enlightened confidence of the people: And by teaching the people themselves to know and to value their own rights; to discern and provide against invasions of them; to distinguish between oppression and the necessary exercise of lawful authority; between burthens proceeding from a disregard to their convenience and those resulting from the inevitable exigencies of Society; to discriminate the spirit of liberty from that of licentiousness, cherishing the first, avoiding the last, and uniting a speedy, but temperate vigilance against encroachments, with an inviolable respect to the laws.





In our postindustrial society, brains, not brawn, command the highest compensation and rewards. And, in the digital age, effortless access to all the greatest books and learning in the world, including a free de facto college education, are available to all who are willing to study in lieu of squandering time on juvenile amusements.


Yet education is in a free fall in the United States despite climbing per pupil expenditures. Each year, the collective IQ or knowledge of leaders and the citizenry plunges to new depths of ignorance. Even members of Congress are clueless about the three branches of government and the allocation of constitutional responsibilities. Students know virtually nothing about history—even of Watergate or the Vietnam War. The alphabet has not escaped extinction as emojis displace literary masterpieces, such as, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”


What explains the paradox of our epidemic of illiteracy and the riches of instantly available wisdom and learning, like Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “Water, water everywhere, nor any drop to drink,” from the Rime of the Ancient Mariner?


The blame lies in the indolence and indifference of educators, parents, and students alike. It is said that genius is 99 percent perspiration and 1 percent inspiration, but such efforts will not be forthcoming without motivation. That requires honoring debating talents and intellectual achievements above the hormonal amusements or titillations of sports, singing, dancing, or modeling. The Kim Kardashians and Justin Biebers of the world should be ostracized for trivializing life, not aped or parroted.


Plutarch’s Life of Pericles explains: “Therefore it was a fine saying of Antisthenes, when he heard that Ismenias was an excellent piper: ‘But he’s a worthless man’ said he, ‘otherwise he wouldn’t be so good a piper.’ And so Philip once said to his son, who, as the wine went round, plucked the strings charmingly and skillfully, ‘Art not ashamed to pluck the strings so well?’”


Students can be excused for their misplaced priorities. We are all born 99.9 percent hormonal and 0.1 percent reflective. Maturation is the process of reversing those percentages.


Educators and parents have no excuse. The former is guilty of educational malpractice in graduating students unable to read or write proficiently, and the latter is guilty of parental malpractice by giving birth to children they are unwilling to instruct and inspire in the search for truth without ulterior motives. Parents are morally obligated to read to their children, for example, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Don Quixote, Greek Mythology, or Frederick Douglass’s The Heroic Slave, and to fill the house with literature, newspapers, and magazines. Television, movies, and radio should generally be banned as toxins to the mind.


Every year, thousands of children who will never be taxpayers in society and never enter the workforce are sent out into the world incapable of independent living. These kids are slaves to their hormonal cravings. They inevitably become wards of the state without the pride of accomplishment. They have neither hopes nor dreams.


Baltimore public schools are emblematic of dysfunctional education. Political leaders fiddle while education crumbles. The price of such irresponsibility is steep. It produces inmates rather than taxpayers. Homeless persons rather than homeowners. Crime-infested streets rather than parks dotted with daisies and tulips. Drug rehabilitation centers in lieu of baseball diamonds and basketball courts. And guns rather than books.


Politicians do not care because teachers, parents, and students do not care. Have you ever heard of a popular protest for omitting from the curriculum Aristotle, Plato, Aristophanes, Marcus Aurelius, Plutarch, Maimonides, Thomas Aquinas, Shakespeare, John Milton, Victor Hugo, ad infinitum? The protests are over educational sub-trivialities.


Family is a significant culprit. Single motherhood and adolescent pregnancy rates in minority communities during the previous century have produced generations of children without a second parent, who were born into poverty and lacked nutrition and adequate habitation. They are born burdened with figurative chains in the race of life.


Politicians leave welfare undisturbed to attract the votes of their government dependents, while welfare recipients leave politicians undisturbed to maintain or hike their unearned government benefits. It is a form of pathological domestic abuse in which the wife returns to her abuser out of necessity.


From the founding of the United States, government and politicians used Blacks for personal and financial gains from working the fields to building infrastructure, to experimentation by the medical industry. The medical industry used Blacks for experimentation that often led to lifelong ailments or death. The government has been the worst enemy of Blacks. The Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act and the Civil War Amendments are the exceptions to the rule. What the government gives with one hand, it takes away with the other. One step forward. One step back. Promises are broken as regularly as the rising and setting of the sun. Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me.


The crisis has impacted families in ways unimaginable, but their stories are real and riveting of the incumbent problems in urban cities across the United States. Reviewing Project Baltimore’s efforts to combat school failures over the last five years reveals that every parent interviewed had a child who is either a victim of the education system or is dead. That’s right, dead.


Sadly, even when conversing with those parents, the terrible cycle of victimization by the Baltimore City school district continues to show its ugly face, indicating that they, too, were victims of that same school system. These men and women are at least thirty years old and their victimization by the school system is evident by their inability to communicate, their inability to read, and their inability to write; they tremble at every word, working ten times as hard to conjure what comes off their tongues. You can see the embarrassment of inarticulateness.


It is a devastating blow to the human spirit and listening to these parents you also see their dreams for a better future for their children. You clearly see that they know they were cheated, but pray and hope that those same failures that robbed them of a future do not consume their own children. But the harsh reality is that it typically does. This is perhaps one of the greatest robberies in the United States, and if it were a financial crime or any other crime for that matter, dozens would be charged, prosecuted, and likely face jail time, but that is not the case here, and we must ask why. We must ask why this is acceptable when people are being robbed of an opportunity to make a good life. Are we all so selfishly absorbed by our own daily problems that we’re complacent with the grand larceny of our children’s futures?


The children who attend dilapidated schools are survivors of a corrupt system that frankly does not care about them. To politicians, they are nothing but votes, and for education administrators they are expendables. These communities are populated by the unschooled. Why? Because the educated leave; they move out of the city to enable their children to escape from the debilitating maleducation they experienced. But more stay behind with neither hope nor ambition.
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2015: Williams and Carson take a lighthearted break from Williams’ SIRIUS XM RADIO broadcast program in Washington, DC.
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2017: Crump with Williams at South Carolina State University with former South Carolina State University President James Clarke as Williams donates $250,000 to the University.
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THE CRISIS OF DISSENT
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Our inner cities have been plagued by violence, fueled by political actors who care more about power than people. Their malfeasance and nonfeasance regarding public health and safety have caused our inner cities to erode and crumble beneath our feet, begetting desolate wastelands rife with violence and crime with appalling murder rates. Parents keep their children in at night. The elderly do not dare sit on the porch. Even the police are daunted from entering “no-go” areas. They incubate crime. The innocent are preyed upon.


Having children is a huge responsibility; one ought to be conscious of bringing children into the world without the commitment to embrace a moral compass and to raise them, because if not, they will prey on other children, sucking many of them into a life of crime and violence perpetrated against hardworking innocent people of their own communities. In some cases, a child’s future is written at birth. Imagine that: You are born, and you are not given a choice; the road has already been paved for you merely because of your environment. If it were me, I would be angry and disappointed at widespread complacency or condonation of injustice with impunity. Wouldn’t you feel the same?


Many children die before they have had a chance to live. I recall one sad story in Washington, D.C., the nation’s capital, and the place I call home. During one of many violent weekends, multiple youths were murdered, including a fifteen-and eighteen-year-old—their God-given talents never had a chance to flower and flourish.


Minority communities encourage dangerous subcultures that elevate violence and drugs that are often glorified in rap music. Young minority men are captured only to die or be imprisoned for a hormonal race to self-destruction. Music should inspire us to follow the better angels of our nature, not lure us into the depths of depravity unsuited for manhood.


Men defend the home and the community. They are role models. Without them, gangs and crime flourish. Young males plunge into violence, crime, and sexual promiscuity. The secret of crime fighting is good fathers who insist on discipline and learning with no excuses.


Do not forget the collateral damage of the crime epidemic in the inner cities: innocent kids murdered while going to and from school or playing at the park in cities like Chicago. They are the rule, not the exception. Criminals are remorseless and prey on the good and the bad without discrimination. There is no light at the end of the tunnel.


Imagine being terrified by walking to your car or jogging in your neighborhood, fearful of gun violence. Parents naturally worry about their children being out of sight but imagine worrying about your child within walking distance. That is the reality for many urban families who are powerless to diminish the danger. They do not deserve that, nobody does. Political leaders are MIA. Police are handicapped. Children are targeted by gang members. At the root of so much of this pain and carnage is education.


I once spoke to a student from Madison, Wisconsin about how failing educational systems lead to rising crime. He said that the dropout rates among teenagers in schools are so high that it ought to be considered a modern-day civil rights issue, that it affects primarily Black and brown kids who are poor, leaving them unable to survive and make a living. In other words, “they turn to the streets because it is the only other option they have.” My conversation with him reminded me of just how fragile our young people are and how easy and fast it is to lose them to outside forces without structure and education. Like Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, they segue from victims to victimizers. The plunge is normalized and escapes ostracism.


The crimes warrant national attention to secure safe conditions for all. If nothing is done, crime will continue to sound the death knell for minority inner-city communities. Education is the obvious answer to crime and poverty. But formidable forces defend the status quo.


Our policymakers must be strong-armed into doing what is right, which will both lead to a better tomorrow and quench the policymaker’s thirst for power. Change never happens by spontaneous combustion. The status quo always has fierce defenders. Communities of color can no longer be a cesspool for violence, drugs, and prostitution. Communities should be safe havens for residents spawning the next generations of entrepreneurs, innovators and inventors, educators, doctors, lawyers, and so many other professions. But they are not in most inner cities across the United States. Indeed, they beget violence and violent criminals who rule the roost.


Political demagogues exploit public gullibility to divert attention from genuine ills by concocting differences where unity is imperative. Contrary to orthodoxy, race plays no role in our failing education systems. There is one color that governments and school administrators care about—as one guest on a town hall I hosted said, “It ain’t about the color of your skin, it is about the color of your money.”


Attaching race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, and the plethora of other things that make us different from one another is just about the only thing that needs to be stated to convince a broad swath of people from each end of the political spectrum to align their ideals with yours. Yet, despite all that is said about our differences, they are educationally meaningless. Wisdom and knowledge sport no race, religion, or gender.


Speaking truth invites ostracism or vilification, which encourages silence in the face of falsehoods. Thus, so does ignorance prosper.


This abusive argumentation has become universal, paradoxically finding ostensible defenders of free speech its most vocal adversaries. Whatever happened to Voltaire’s reported statement, “I may disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it”?


When the government speaks, it speaks volumes—people listen. Whether one believes the government is trustworthy, it possesses the resources to brainwash. When the government speaks nonsense, people adopt that nonsense as their own and use collective action to harm our communities. It is the same with politicians, not-for-profit organizations, and other political advocacy groups. They are ventriloquists and we are their dummies.


During a Crisis in the Classroom town hall of mine, a woman discussed first-hand accounts of individual teachers kowtowing to the pressures of school administrators who intimidated them and threatened their careers if they went public about the inefficiencies and issues within the school systems where they were employed.


Due to the harsh consequences of deviating from the widespread perception of what is right and what is wrong, up-and-coming politicians and lone wolves vying to make a positive change in the world are too afraid to speak up. They are practically silenced before they can make a difference. As a result, our minority communities have borne the brunt of poorly conceived but popular policies that benefit the makers but not the purported beneficiaries.


Murder rates, burglaries, sexual assault, gang violence, and petty theft are all skyrocketing because of the government silencing truth-telling. Today, it is more favorable for candidates and politicians to make vague, open-ended promises about what they will do to help minority communities instead of working towards solutions. Convincing people in minority communities that they need to get an education and that they must work to be their best selves and fulfill their responsibilities in their role as good citizens is unpopular, a far cry from Invictus, “I am the master of my fate. I am the captain of my soul.”


I have traveled the country and visited some of the worst school systems in the United States. I have seen how politicians failed the communities and how they have utilized their power to silence those who would likely make a difference.


When people are in despair, those in power gain by exploiting hope with promises as worthless as a munificent bequest in a pauper’s will. Politicians do not want to solve problems; they want them to fester to give them campaign issues to rally their troops. To them, a solution is a catastrophe.


In 2022, despite all the failings of the Baltimore County School district, the Baltimore County School Board unanimously approved a $50 million supplemental budget to fund staff raises over the next several years. This raise was justified to further the interests of the children. The school district has a budget of over $2 billion and generally ranks among the highest school districts in per-pupil expenditures despite dismal student performances.
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