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			Foreword

			It is a great privilege to write a foreword for this collection of essays by Fethullah Gülen. Over the last decade and more life has been hard for Gülen and for the Hizmet movement, and these essays provide an insight into how he and they have been able to keep going in the face of so much pain. 

			First, despite the ongoing conflicts there is no hint of self-righteousness or self-justification. There is no attempt to “join battle” with opposing forces. On the contrary, he keeps going back to the core message he has been preaching for a long time: depend upon God, for all good things come from Him; look to yourself and how you see the world, because the bad things come from inflating the self; look to the created world and reach out in compassion and peace, because there, in the practice of love, we will find God. This is the engine room from which the Hizmet has sought to stay focused and evolve as a global movement, focused on peacebuilding, dialogue, and critical reflection.    

			Second, these essays also remind us that whilst Gülen is a great scholar he does not spend time on asserting systematic theology. It is a great temptation for theologians of all faiths to justify their particular view of faith; to win the theological argument. Gülen, however, remains, at heart, a preacher, who is focused on spirituality and practice. His focus is on self-reflection (see five chapters on the “self”), the fostering of the virtues (see especially his chapter on “pity”) and putting those virtues into action; working at taking responsibility for the self and for others. 

			His chapter on “pity” is important. He spends time urging us to have pity on the oppressors. It would be easy to see this as asserting the moral high ground against his oppressors. But two things work against that. His view of “pity” is not a condescending or assertive one, but one of genuine empathy and compassion. Then, most tellingly, he urges us to have pity with ourselves. We, too, can be seen as oppressors. We, too, need empathy and compassion, both of which are offered by God, and both of which we need to offer to ourselves and each other. Hence peacebuilding lies at the heart of Gülen’s vision.    

			The real battle then is not so much between ourselves and those who oppress us, but within ourselves, as we seek to remain open to God, avoiding any inflation and over-assertion of the self, and open to each other, even those styled as enemies.   

			Gülen’s focus on spirituality in action means that no one can claim to have the whole truth, and that truth is found in ongoing dialogue with others, other faiths, and secular institutions. “Devotion to the truth” then demands the capacity to listen, to hear that truth, in scripture and in science, in the environment and in each other. Such dialogue provides the basis of hope for the Hizmet Movement, as it explores its global identity, and for wider society, as it faces up to its ever-present challenges and conflicts in the years to come.   

			—Rev. Prof. Simon Robinson / Emeritus Prof. of Applied and Professional Ethics, Lecturer at Leeds Minster, Honorary Fellow at Uni. of Leeds

			Epiphany 2023

			***

			In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

			When I first heard of Mr. Fethullah Gülen’s name, I did not dwell on it much—there are thousands of authors, scholars, and preachers in Egypt! I remained mostly ignorant of Mr. Gülen until I discovered a book entitled “A Dialogue of Civilizations” by an American professor, Dr. Jill Carroll. The title caught my attention, and when I read it, I discovered a person of inspiration with fascinating insights into the fields of knowledge, education, and islah (restoration). Dr. Carroll studied Gülen’s thoughts by putting him in “dialogue” with prominent philosophers: Gülen and the German philosopher Kant on “inherent human value and moral dignity”; Gülen and John Stuart Mill on “Freedom”; Gülen, Confucius, and Plato on “the ideal human being” and the value of “education”; and Gülen and Jean-Paul Sartre on “responsibility.”

			After finishing the book, I was very surprised and asked myself: how is it possible that a contemporary Muslim thinker is being discussed by Western academia and placed in the context of great philosophers, while someone like me (head of a university department) isn’t aware of him? I feared that Dr. Jill Carroll might have been enamored with the man and went too far in praising him.

			I thought I must get to know the man’s ideas for myself, read his books translated into Arabic and English, and then learn about his biography, his activities, and his civil restorative movement. I initially read three of his books. The first was a biography of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) published in Arabic as “The Eternal Light: Pride of Humanity”; a book which I’d call one of a kind in the literature of seerah, the discipline of the biography of the Prophet. The introduction was written by a great thinker, Professor Dr. Muhammad Imara, who described the book as “a unique work” written by “the distinguished scholar Muhammed Fethullah Gülen” “with the heart of a lover and the mind of a researcher, so it came in this glorious and beautiful manner that leads hearts and minds to the love of the master of all creation and following the example of the one with the great character.”

			I have read a great deal of the classical and contemporary books on the prophetic biography, but in “The Eternal Light,” (Al-Nur al-Khaled) I found what I did not find in many other books. Gülen wrote it with both his mind and heart, in the true sense of the word, creating an inspiring, enlightening book that presents the social, political, military, psychological, and economic incidents of the prophetic biography in a new, rational, convincing, realistic, and practically reformist style—yet still deeply spiritual with grace. It is indeed, as our great thinker Muhammad Imara – may Allah have mercy on him – described it: a unique book in the noble prophetic biography.

			Then I read his work on “Jihad in Islam” and was impressed by his broad horizons of understanding, explanation, analysis, and reasoning, as well as his deep deductive insights. I was eager to collect and read all of his books and writings that I could find. I had previously read the thoughts of Bediüzzaman Said Nursi, and I found that Fethullah Gülen had benefited greatly from his thoughts, some of which he developed, completed, carried forward into applicable programs. I also see him as an heir to the influential spirituality of Jalaluddin Rumi.

			I was drawn to his writings, examining and contemplating them as a researcher specializing in philosophy and Islamic thought. I saw him as a free and independent thinker with a remarkable critical sense, along with objectivity, moderation, and a deep understanding of reality, its intricacies and complexities. I saw him as a diligent renewer in applying religious texts to changing realities and emerging situations. After reading Fethullah Gülen’s thoughts, the bafflement that filled me when I read Jill Carroll’s book, which I mentioned earlier, vanished.

			Gülen’s followers were inspired by his islah-oriented, civilizational, and innovative ideas, and they established a civil, educational, and social movement called the “Hizmet Movement.” The name Hizmet—which means, literally, “service” in Turkish—was appropriate, due to the movement’s aims at serving humanity in the fields of education and upbringing. People in Turkey and around the world welcomed this movement, and its schools, educational centers, and universities spread widely and significantly within Turkish society and beyond.

			Gülen firmly believed that the Islamic community as a whole suffered from three chronic problems: ignorance, poverty, and division. He devoted himself to advocating for knowledge and working to activate a comprehensive educational project to address these major challenges effectively and decisively. He urged the wealthy to practice social solidarity, help the poor, invest in education, and adopt constructive dialogue as a means of resolving deep conflicts. He promoted a culture of coexistence, acceptance of differences and diversity, and spreading peace while reducing enmity and hostility through dialogue and understanding at the local, regional, and international levels. All of this was accompanied by an explicit condemnation and rejection of violence, fanaticism, and terrorism.

			The Hizmet Movement’s educational and humanitarian activities expanded locally, regionally, and globally, achieving noticeable successes at providing effective solutions to some of the problems currently facing humanity. The movement succeeded greatly in its noble endeavors and was able to present an attractive, civil, social, and cultural project based on the principles of Islam and its essential values and its lofty, tolerant spirit. In doing so, the movement followed the approach of Fethullah Gülen, aiming to achieve rational and mature Islamic authenticity in essence, spirit, and content, alongside contemporaneity in form, tools, and methods of work and activity.

			I should mention that I traveled from Cairo to Istanbul to learn more about the institutions established by Hizmet, both in Turkey and internationally. I was delighted with what I saw: a model of great civilizational Islam and a civil society organization. I made sure to visit the residence where Gülen used to live. I found it to be a small room in a building dedicated to education, where he delivered lessons and sermons to his students. The room of the reformist thinker was very modest, with no bed, as he used to sleep on a mattress on the floor of that humble room, while the Hizmet schools, universities, and institutions were built to the best possible standards in Turkey and across five continents.

			In this book, you will find everything I have talked about, including moderate and balanced thought and righteous deeds. May Allah place this in the balance of his good deeds and those who love him around the world.

			And Allah is the purpose behind all.

			—Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdallah El-Sharqawy / Prof. of Islamic Philosophy and Comparative Religion, Faculty of Dar Al-Uloom, Cairo Uni.

			February 18, 2023 – Cairo, Egypt

		

	
		
			Preface

			Leaders emerge and make a difference in times of crisis. When hopes seem to be fading away on the horizon, leaders come forward to show people where to turn to; they remind them of their goals and navigate them to the right direction. They strive to ensure stability, set priorities, and maintain communication with those following him or her. 

			Fethullah Gülen’s life has rarely been a life without crisis, a condition which perfectly aligns with Turkey, his home country. Turkish democratic experience shook to its foundations multiple times by military interventions from the 1960s until today. Each time, the regime suppressed the society by eliminating prominent figures who, they assumed, had a potential to challenge the status quo, regardless of whichever ideological, political, or religious camp they may belong to. In the early ’60s when Gülen rose to the public scene as a young cleric with his heart-rending sermons and growing public outreach, he became a natural target of the so-called “guardians” of the Turkish regime. For them, he was going far beyond regular clerical duties, which were clearly identified as with any other “civil servant”: lead the daily prayers and funeral services. Any community service after “working” hours, be it having Qur’an classes, conducting exegetical studies, a public lecture, or joining a friendly reading circle were not in the “job description” of a state-licensed preacher.

			In his sermons, however, Gülen spoke on religion together with science, addressed challenging issues on faith, delivered lectures in conference halls and cafés and brought convincing explanations to the most confusing questions of the time. Those who listened to him felt empowered by this engaging and learned man of religion. To the regime, these activities were assumed to be crossing over the line and they made sure he suffered the consequences: he was under constant surveillance throughout the ’60s and ’70s; got arrested after the military intervention of 1971; chased by the junta during the ’80s. He was a major, if not the top, target of the so-called “postmodern coups” in the ’90s and the 2000s. 

			Despite all of this persecution that spanned decades, Gülen was able to steer his ship through the wavy waters of Turkey and inspired tens of thousands of people to go abroad and open schools in hundreds of countries. His promotion of dialogue and understanding among peoples of the world has flourished as a faith-inspired social movement called Hizmet, which has been embraced both in Turkey and in other countries where these schools operated.

			It is rare to find in history persons with a similar scope of influence to be ever left alone. In December 2013, a huge corruption scandal engulfed Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, then the Turkish Prime Minister, his family, and cabinet members. Accusations were serious: embezzlement of billions of dollars, violation of the United Nations’ sanctions on Iran, misappropriation of government contracts, money laundering, defrauding the international banking system, bribes… This came during Erdoğan’s third term when he was at the height of his power with a monopoly over the parliament and controlling the majority of the media. In a very short time, he was able to turn the tables by carving out a new narrative in which the corruption probe was projected as a coup attempt to topple him down by the usual suspects: Fethullah Gülen and Hizmet Movement. He went as far as to overhaul the entire judiciary and the police force, and started a nationwide crackdown on schools, foundations, corporates, and media organizations affiliated with Hizmet. In the aftermath of the staged (rather fake) coup attempt on July 15, 2016, Erdoğan, now allied with the oppressive Kemalist establishment – his former foes – accused Gülen and the people inspired by him as the culprits and initiated the greatest purge in Turkish history: around two million people investigated, six hundred thousand taken into custody, around a hundred thousand arrested, a hundred and fifty thousand dismissed from their government positions, almost two hundred media organizations and up to three thousand schools and dorms shut down – all of them lawfully opened and running, but now banned from operation because of their affiliations with Hizmet.

			Devoted to the Truth is a compilation of articles Fethullah Gülen wrote since 2016 while this unprecedented purge was under way in full force. Each article, on its own and in connection with the other ones in the volume, is a source of deep knowledge and readers can benefit from them especially in relation to themes like commitment to truth, self-reckoning, and living a virtuous life. Still, being aware of the circumstances Gülen and the Hizmet community were in while he was writing them can be useful to have a deeper idea about the dynamics that might have shaped this book. While many readers who are familiar with these dynamics may make connections to certain metaphors and nuances more easily, the overall content is centered around certain aspects of human character, its weaknesses, and the ways to overcome them, which are universally relatable by all.

			With this backdrop in mind, what we find in these articles is a seasoned leader who is going through all the blood, sweat, and tears of keeping his ship afloat, the crew and passengers safe and calm. When the world seems to be in darkness, we find Gülen calling out to his community that this “Eclipse” is over, and inspires them how to be “Travelers to the Light.” As he leads his followers on this journey, he teaches how they should hold themselves to account by “Facing the Self.” While feeling “Pity” for the perpetrators of all the persecution they are going through, Gülen shows the path on how to “Heal” and take action “So Others May Live.”

		

	
		
			Another Eclipse Is Over

			Our society is being challenged by a spiral of problems – a challenge of a rare kind. On the one hand, we are troubled by overwhelming misfortunes and catastrophes. On the other, we are being tested with countless urges that lead to depravation, contempt for values, decadence, a purposeless life, addiction to pomp and vanity, avarice and self-indulgence, desiring this world to the point of worshiping it and with false assumption that it lasts forever. To be able to attain these ambitions, we are told, we need to adopt a perspective that unscrupulously legitimizes all sorts of means in a Machiavellian way. While our hearts and souls are paralyzed by these devastating afflictions, many other cases of baseness come in the form of outrageous indifference, embarrassing heedlessness, being silent like “a mute devil”1 in the face of sheer injustice, and closing our ears to the uproars of despots and oppressors and to the cries of innocents and victims. This level of wickedness has been rarely witnessed in history.

			Notwithstanding all these concentric deviations, there have been a few dozen devotees of love who have always taken on all the risks and moved forward on their path of resurrection, even at the expense of their own lives and regardless of the bumpy road ahead. These devotees have tied their lives to the wellbeing of others and have always breathed with this lofty ideal. They say as Fuzuli said,

			How pleasant to my soul if the Beloved asked for it,

			What worth is my soul anyway that I should not sacrifice it for my Beloved

			These devotees have lived these sentiments joyfully; they rose with hope and moved with disregard for worldly ambitions. As they took refuge in the All-Patient One, they never slowed down while marching on the path of the Prophets, despite all the complicated and insecure directions, unyielding hurdles, and merciless deviations. Never deterred by these challenges, they preserved the purity of the sacred in their hearts and the glory of their ideals. Never satisfied with the distances they covered, they asked for more and traveled to the four corners of the world to voice and exemplify the truth and love of the Divine.

			When they first set out, they already knew compliance with the heavenly orders and prohibitions would not be easy. They knew there would be pitfalls ahead. They knew it was not a smooth highway they had chosen, but they were reassured that with the elixir of patience their heavy burden would become light enough to carry. As painful and indigestible as patience was in the beginning, its results have been sweet as sherbet. Patience is the elixir helping these devotees survive the vortexes of sins and carnality. With patience, they can remedy the malice of their persecutors and render ineffective the conspiracies of tricksters. Through the goggles of patience, they see that everything has a due time. They have patiently accepted the fact that this is a long walk, and the road will not come to an end soon. Patience has taught them to seek refuge in the infinite power of the Almighty. With patience, they have steered clear of the maddening bigotry of some fanatics who have fixated themselves on revenge, grudge, obstinacy, and envy. With patience, they have moved forward, calling others to brighten their minds with the “sunlight of knowledge” and to nourish their hearts with the “moonlight of faith.”

			When faced with a pressing situation, they have hung on by always turning to, “O you who believe (believers who are people of security and trust)! Seek help (against all kinds of hardships and tribulations) through persevering patience and the Prayer; surely God is with the persevering and patient” (al-Baqarah 2:153). This verse has served as a freshwater spring and healed their spirit from all kinds of afflictions. What a heavenly source of life this spring has been! A new Divine favor has been born in their hearts with each sip, gracing them with eternal life. Each drop has become an ocean.

			They have been fully aware that their lives are transient and their strength limited. They have disassociated themselves from their individual powers – to the extent of their good judgment – and sought refuge under the unlimited strength of the Almighty and His Willpower, by way of which their drops turn to oceans and their atoms to suns. Indeed, what doesn’t exist comes into existence, and what has no value becomes priceless, in this way. The Almighty’s favors are also dependent on the self-effacing ones who have turned to Him. How wonderfully the following lines by a friend of God express this fact:

			You do not manifest Yourself while I am appearing on the screen; 

			The condition for Your self-disclosure is my self-effacement.

			Gavsi

			These devotees of love have strived hard even during the direst of times: when time – time that has been detached from the One – has been disloyal and feelings have turned to delirium; when brute force has run amuck and pursuing a life of prophetic virtue has become extremely difficult. Through it all, they have continued on the path even when the future has become obscured. They have worked to generate humble resources, and built their own fountains. They did their utmost to inspire our hopes as they expanded wide as an ocean and then evaporated to precipitate as drops of mercy. The driest deserts and thorn fields have become gardens of roses. When there was no beam of light across the horizon, and roads were concealed without signposts, they illuminated the path of those left in the dark. They have been praised everywhere as the cavaliers of light. But their efforts have never been for praise; what they have received is the expression of love and gratitude.

			Ultimately, it has been Divine favor upon them that they have come to be recognized for what great conquerors were unable to achieve. Despite all these achievements, they chose to comply with the principle of logic, “negating a negation is an affirmation,” thus, in awareness of their impotence and poverty in relation to the Divine Majesty, they have humbly renounced themselves. The Almighty is the One who gives, and they are the honorable ones to receive. This is how they have formulated the matter, and they have done their utmost not to be disrespectful to the Most Honorable One by assuming any false pride, arrogance, extreme self-reliance, or self-praise. They have maintained their faithfulness and sincerity in being His servants by seeing His help, support, and protection behind all the grace. In the face of misfortunes and obstacles they have never fallen into despair or disappointment. They have galloped in all directions where the sun rises and sets, seeking to realize their ideal of carrying the Divine message, and to deserve the merits of being “the perfect pattern of creation” (at-Tin 95:4). This challenge has been no different than racing great distances under the scorching desert sun. But their ideals have been like the cooling shade of a spring rain. These ideals have been their provisions on this hard trip, keeping them alive and motivated, and enabling them to soar to their destination. God would never leave these sincere travelers of truth abandoned on their way.

			As was the case for all their predecessors, their path has been obstructed by some intolerant bigots, who have been miserably impaired by billowing feelings of envy. They have launched organized defamation campaigns and attempted to destroy whatever God enabled the cavaliers of light to achieve. This extreme malice would not even be perpetrated by the most outrageous deniers of truth. Devils have rejoiced, for this level of persecution is unacceptable in all circumstances. But it is endorsed when inflicted on these devotees. Yet, the commitment of these devotees to attaining the Divine pleasure has made such destructive efforts ineffective; those marching on His path have devised alternative gateways to His contentment and have marched on without losing speed.

			Time shrinks as they march, and the Earth, humbled under their feet, breathes life. Each spring turns into a waterfall, hopes grow firmer, and drizzles become downpours. Many surprise triumphs happen when failure seems unavoidable; murmurs of life are heard in the spiral of darkness; and many unexpected rays of light beam off celebrations in broken hearts. “God is with the truthful,” whispers their common sense, in a quiet search for wisdom, as the following lines flow from within: 

			If still determined, no more despair

			You overcame what was impassable before

			And became a source of hope for all

			Now, it’s your turn to speak, I say no more… 

			F. Gülen

			

			
				
					1	Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziya, Jawab al-Kafi, p. 69, 113; Nawawi, Sharh al-Sahih al-Muslim, 2/20. It is reported that Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, said, “That who sees injustice and remains silent is a mute devil” (i.e., a silent partner in that injustice). 

				

			

		

	
		
			Travelers to the Light

			Travelers to the light are the ones who have always endeavored to surpass mere corporeality. Apparent in the way they have lived has been a determination to bid farewell to lowly feelings. Focusing on their heart at all times, they have hastened to enjoy the horizons of their soul. They have always turned away from their own shadows and marched toward the source of all lights. 

			During an inauspicious period, when the masses suffered separations one after another and succumbed to darkness, when societies were stranded and stunted, people lost hope and were diverted from the path, these travelers to the light essentially taught all exhausted travelers the qualities and conditions of being privileged as “the best of creation.” They invited the weary to self-respect, rousing the eyes and ears of those who had stopped walking on the path, and promising resurrection to lifeless hearts.

			Thanks to their character with deep qualities and capacity to represent their values, over time, the abyss between where we are stuck and where we should be has become nothing more than a smooth plain. The seemingly insurmountable peaks have turned into highways, vast oceans became crystal clear waterfalls. The travelers to the light led the stricken, hopeless souls towards the horizon of light beams. 
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