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Chapter 1 DINO-MITE!


Jeanie Bell started every weekday the same: She brushed her teeth, got dressed, checked her homework twice, and quietly ate a bowl of cereal while she thought about the day ahead.

But not today. Today her little brother Jake came crashing down the stairs just as Jeanie was pouring the milk in her bowl.

“It’s here! It’s here!” screamed Jake.

Jeanie was so startled she dropped the milk, and it splattered across the table.

“Jake!” she yelled as she grabbed some napkins to sop up the spill.
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Jeanie’s mom folded her newspaper and took off her reading glasses. “What’s here?” she asked Jake.
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“The Dinosaur Safari exhibit at the zoo!” Jake cried. “I’ve been waiting foreeeeeever for it to open. And it’s finally going to. This weekend!” Jake raced around the breakfast table, flapping his arms and roaring. “I’m going to fly like a pterodactyl!”

“If you don’t slow down, I’m going to be pterrifyingly sick.” Jeanie rolled her eyes as she finished cleaning up the mess. “Anyway, what’s so special about some exhibit at the zoo?”
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Jake stuck out his tongue. “It’s not ‘some exhibit.’ It’s a safari. Of dinosaurs. They have these life-size dino-robots that really roar!”

Jake explained that they could dig for fossils, watch live shows, and listen to talks about what the world was like when some of the biggest creatures in history roamed the earth. Plus they could get their picture taken with a T. rex! Even Jeanie had to admit that sounded pretty cool.
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“Okay, Jakey, we’ll go this weekend.” Mrs. Bell tapped her newspaper. “Besides, the Rivertown Gazette says the botanical garden next door is getting in on the act. They’re going to have a display of dinosaur topiaries that I’d love to see,” she said. She turned to Jeanie. “Want to invite Willow? You girls can have a sleepover here afterward.”
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Jeanie brightened at that idea. She loved the gardens. And she knew Willow had never been—Willow had only moved to Rivertown recently. Jeanie really hoped her friend would want to come, otherwise she’d be in for a long weekend following Jake around!

But Jeanie had to wait all morning to invite Willow. At school, Ms. Patel gave classroom 2B a quiz. Then their art teacher, Mr. Bloom, taught them a drawing lesson on perspective.

“Sometimes the best ideas come when you look at the world from a new angle,” he said while the class sketched a sunflower in a vase.
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Jeanie tried to put the safari out of her mind and concentrate on her drawing. But it just looked like a flower.
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She glanced at Willow’s sketch, which showed a bright yellow blossom shining down on Rivertown from the sky.
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“See, it’s a sun flower!” Willow explained.

Jeanie smiled to herself. That was very imaginative… and very Willow.

Willow wasn’t like any friend Jeanie had ever had before. She was funny and creative and downright magical. Like, literally magical. Because Willow was a genie! Well, a genie-in-training. She was still learning to control her powers while training to be a Master Genie. For now, whenever someone looked her in the eyes and said the words “I wish,” Willow had to grant their heart’s desire, whether she wanted to or not. And that made for some exciting—and complicated—moments.

By the time recess came around, Jeanie was practically bursting to ask Willow if she wanted to come on the family zoo outing.
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