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Chapter One Miss Lilly’s Surprise


It was springtime in the village of Chipping Cheddar, and Angelina was happily dancing around her garden. Angelina loved everything about springtime: the birds singing, the warm breezes blowing, and especially all the bright spring flowers.

Angelina was showing her little sister, Polly, a springtime flower dance. “Let’s dance like daffodils, Polly,” said Angelina, twirling across the grass. “One more spin, and then it’s time for me to go to ballet class!”

Angelina and Polly twirled together, and then Angelina raced upstairs to pick up her ballet bag. She hugged Polly, said goodbye to her parents, and skipped out the door.
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“See you later!” Angelina called out. She didn’t want to be late. Miss Lilly had said she had a big surprise for her students today!

Angelina raced through Chipping Cheddar as fast as she could go, stopping only to sniff the pink roses.

When she arrived at ballet school, Miss Lilly welcomed her in with a smile. Angelina adored Miss Lilly’s smile, her flowing dresses and scarves, and how she encouraged her students. Miss Lilly was always patient and kind to everyone, even the littlest dancers, like Angelina’s cousin Henry.

Angelina’s friends, Alice and Flora, were already in their tutus and slippers.

“Hi, Angelina!” they greeted her.

Cousin Henry was there too, looking as cute as ever in a little yellow vest.

“Angelina!” Henry called. “Can I sit next to you?”

Angelina nodded.
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“Come and join us, Angelina and Henry,” said Miss Lilly. “Now, everyone, I have a wonderful surprise for you.”

All the dancers quickly made a circle around their ballet teacher. Angelina and Henry sat between Alice and Flora.

“I can’t wait to hear Miss Lilly’s surprise!” whispered Alice.

“Me too!” squeaked Henry.

Angelina could hardly sit still, she was so excited. Miss Lilly was the best ballet teacher in all of Mouseland, and Angelina knew the surprise would be something thrilling.

“First of all, I want to congratulate you on all your hard work this year,” said Miss Lilly, and all the little mouselings beamed with pleasure. “You have all improved your dance skills, and I think you’re ready to do a special performance.”

“Oooh. What’s the special performance, Miss Lilly?” Flora asked.

Miss Lilly continued, “We’ve been invited to perform at the Royal Theater in Great Gouda. It’s a big honor.”

“Oooh!” gasped Angelina. She couldn’t believe her ears. The Royal Theater was the most famous theater in all of Mouseland, and all the best ballet dancers performed there. But Great Gouda was far from Chipping Cheddar. Angelina raised her hand. “Excuse me, Miss Lilly,” she began. “How are we going to get there?”
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