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                    Lauren Carifa & Keith Hollender
                
            

            Combining the natural beachside beauty of a barrier island with a signature color
                palette of bright teal and chocolate brown, this elegant wedding brought grown-up
                grace and charm to this couple’s favorite vacation spot.

            
                [image: Photo of chocolate seagrass ottomans.]
                
                    
                        
                            Chocolate seagrass ottomans offer an element of surprise for an
                                oceanside ceremony.
                        
                    

                

            

            
COUPLING

            When I first met with Lauren and Keith, high school sweethearts who had dated
                on-and-off in college and then rekindled their flame after graduation when they both
                moved to New York, it was immediately obvious how in love they were. It was also a
                pretty busy time for the Carifa family: while spending a romantic weekend in
                Stratton, Vermont, Keith had popped the question after a morning walk, while
                unbeknownst to Lauren, her twin brother, James, was proposing to his girlfriend as
                well! 

            Though both she and Keith grew up in New Jersey and had lived and worked in Manhattan
                for some time, Lauren knew immediately that she wanted to hold her wedding on Kiawah
                Island, twenty-five miles southwest of Charleston. Having spent every summer there
                since she was three, she had shared its beauty first with her family and then with
                Keith, who’d often join her there for vacations during their courtship. They had so
                many memories of the island together that it was a perfect choice.

            
                [image: Photo of wedding cake.]
                
                    The six-tier chocolate-chip cake was created by Wedding Cakes By Jim Smeal
                        and finished with the signature crest. 
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                     White letterpress programs were tied with a teal ribbon and emblazoned with
                        the Carifa crest

                

            

            
SETTING THE SCENE:

            
DESIGN & DÉCORE

            
            To get some insight into the couple’s tastes, I sent Lauren to Kate’s Paperie in New
                York to pick out some paper in colors that appealed to her. We decided on a bright
                teal to become the foundation for our theme. For Thursday’s rehearsal dinner at the
                Carifa’s Kiawah beach house, we matched it with beautiful burgundy peonies, which we
                placed in tall white porcelain vases down the length of the table. Our tent, which
                rose over the pool, was a custom sheer white organza with teal dupioni silk edging. 

             

            For Friday night’s oyster roast—a laid-back affair at Briar’s Creek Golf Club, with a
                lowcountry buffet and a bluegrass band—we paired the signature teal with yellow; it
                was a combination I’d seen in the couple’s apartment, so I knew they’d appreciate a
                little taste of home! We had vases of little yellow mums everywhere—they just say
                “fall” to me—that were offset beautifully by hanging lanterns. 

             

            For the wedding itself, held at the River Course on Kiawah, teal was center stage
                again, though this time we paired it with a rich chocolate brown, using it for
                everything from the sign-in book and table linens to the leather ottomans and sofas
                in the lounge area. Especially for Lauren, we custom-designed a reoccurring motif of
                interlocking Cs (for Carifa), which we incorporated into almost every aspect of the
                décor, including the guest-bag tags, menu cards, place cards, and even the
                chandeliers. 

             

            
                [image: Photo of embroidered motif on the L. L. Bean tote bags.]
                
                     The embroidered motif on the L. L. Bean tote bags ensured guests would
                        remember the occasion for years to come
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                    A long table covered in teal dupioni silk and crowned with white vases of red
                        peonies spanned the pool; matching chair cushions were custom made.

                

            

            
                
                    
                

                
SOIRÉE STEP BY STEP: 

                
ROSE-COVERED CURTAIN TIEBACKS 

                
YOU WILL NEED: 

                
                    
                        	Chicken Wire 
                    

                    
                        	Floral Oasis Bricks 
                    

                    
                        	Floral Wire 
                    

                    
                        	Roses 
                    

                    
                        	Cutting Shears 
                    

                

                
                    
                        	
                            Measure the area that you will want your tieback to cover. Cut the
                                chicken wire to the appropriate length and approximately double the
                                width. 

                        

                        	
                            Wrap the oasis bricks in the chicken wire and secure edges with
                                floral wire so the bricks do not fall out once the tieback is
                                hanging. 

                        

                        	
                            Soak the oasis covered in chicken wire in water. 

                        

                        	
                            Once your oasis has soaked enough, hang the tieback using screws,
                                nails, zip ties, ribbon, or whatever is most appropriate. 

                        

                        	
                            Cut the rose stems to about 3 to 4 inches. 

                        

                        	
                            Insert the rose heads into the tieback until it’s full of flowers and
                                you can no longer see any oasis or chicken wire. (This should be
                                done the day of your event to ensure the roses will be fresh.) 

                        

                    

                

            

            
                [image: Photo of rose-covered curtain tieback.]
            

            
                [image: Photo of butler cards.]
                
                    Butler cards stood solid in glass vases filled with coffee beans. 

                

            

            
                
                    
                

                
SIGNATURE ELEMENTS 

                
LINENS AND THINGS 

                To match the teal-and white-tent at Thursday night’s dinner, I had matching
                    linens custom-made to ensure they were a perfect complement. I also had matching
                    chair cushions created—white with teal piping—so every simple detail matched. 

                
LIFE'S A BEACH 

                To bring the sea even closer to shore, the place cards for Thursday night’s
                    dinner included a tiny seashell, which we attached with a hot-glue gun onto the
                    teal card. In keeping with the theme, we filled huge glass cylinders with
                    seashells and placed them around the pool. 

                
A PERFECT MATCH 

                For Friday night’s oyster roast, we had towers of chocolate-, white-, and
                    teal-colored cupcakes—in three different flavors. The frosting matched our
                    theme, but we wanted something a little more special than clear glass cake
                    stands, so we custom-painted them the same vibrant teal as the tablecloth. 

                
SETTING THE MOOD 

                Because the Friday-night party was a laid-back, down-home affair, we used teal
                    burlap for our tablecloths and napkins instead of dupioni silk. To further
                    accentuate the casual, light-hearted mood, we served Soirée’s signature
                    Lowcountry Lemonade—peach Schnapps and lemonade over crushed ice and mint—in
                    Mason jars instead of traditional glasses. 

                
BEAN THERE

                I wanted to find a way to display the butler cards in a unique fashion, so I
                    filled large glass cylinders with coffee beans, finished them with a teal ribbon
                    bearing Lauren’s emblem, and then fastened each card onto a cocktail skewer and
                    stuck it into the beans. The dark brown color was perfect in keeping with the
                    theme, and the scent was heavenly! I did the same with the pens for the sign-in
                    book. 

                
PERSONAL TOUCH 

                As a surprise for Lauren, I had the ribbon she carried with her bouquet
                    embroidered with the interlocking Cs. She knew it was everywhere else, but she
                    had no idea I was going to present her with an embroidered ribbon that she could
                    carry down the aisle and keep forever.
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SOIRÉE SECRETS

            
PLACING YOUR ATTENDANTS

            Practicality and prettiness don’t have to be mutually exclusive. To make sure the
                bridesmaids and groomsmen were equally spaced during the ceremony, we placed flowers
                on the grass and reminded each person to stand in front of their marker. If you do
                this, choose buds big enough to be seen, and be sure they’re spaced equal distances
                from each other; not only will the symmetry create a streamlined look when your
                attendants are standing up there in front of the guests, but the flowers will add
                far more visual appeal than just drawing Xs in the ground! 

             

            
SHOE CHECK

            Fact: Women wear pretty shoes to weddings. Problem: When you’re holding an outdoor
                ceremony, whether the terrain is grass or sand, those shoes run the risk of getting
                dirty. Solution: create a shoe check, so guests don’t have to worry about ruining
                their best stilettos or mules. We bought tons of teal silk slippers from New York’s
                Chinatown and placed them in huge chocolate wicker baskets at the entrance to the
                ceremony so guests could exchange their fancy footwear for something a little more
                forgiving. It’s best to overestimate how many you’ll need. The idea was so popular
                that every single pair was gone by the end of the night! 

             

            
HEMSTITCHED NAPKINS

            It’s often worth it to spend a little more money on something you’re going to be able
                to use for the rest of your life. For the reception dinner, we chose linen
                hemstitched napkins with the signature Carifa motif embroidered on them in teal. Not
                only were they a hit on the day itself, but now Lauren and Keith can relive their
                wedding memories every time they hold a dinner party! 

             

            
SIGNATURE COOKIES

            If you’re holding your wedding somewhere besides where you live (or simply out of
                town), it’s always nice to bring a little piece of your hometown into your special
                day. I called the company in New Jersey that made Lauren’s favorite sugar cookies
                and ordered them for the reception—complete with her signature emblem frosted in
                teal, of course! Any couple can have a sweet treat at their wedding; why not make it
                a meaningful one? 

            
                [image: Photo of basket of teal silk slippers.]
                
                    High heels were spared from the grass and ditched in favor of teal silk
                        slippers. 

                

            

            
                [image: Photo of sugar cookies with signature motif.]
                
                     Lauren’s favorite sugar cookies were iced with the signature motif.
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                     Sets of four embroidered cocktail napkins made darling favors for each
                        guest.

                

            

            
PRINTS CHARMING

             

            The designers at The Lettered Olive, our sister division of Soirée, used the
                patterned teal paper Lauren had selected from Kate’s Paperie to line the inside of
                the save-the-date cards; we also included a poignant and funny poem about how the
                couple had first met. For the rehearsal dinner, we had a calligrapher hand-write
                each invitation and place card; they were teal with white writing, and the menu
                cards were complementary. We used our motif of intertwined Cs on everything for the
                wedding—invitations, programs, menu cards, butler cards, place cards, even our
                guest-bag tags—using teal and chocolate brown throughout. The menu card served a
                dual purpose: the name of each guest was written on the front and placed at the
                table; when the teal ribbon was untied, the card opened to reveal the menu.

            
HAPPY ENDINGS

             

            Lauren and Keith left the reception—with the band following them, playing “When the
                Saints Go Marching In”—and hopped into a vintage Rolls Royce that we’d decorated
                with a white rose wreath on the front and a “Just Married” sign in scrollwork on the
                back. Once Lauren was safely ensconced in the back of the car, her father leaned in
                and handed her a letter through the window. “It contained everything he wanted to
                say to me but couldn’t, because he knew it would make him cry,” she told me. “I read
                it in the back of the car before we drove away from the reception, and it was truly
                a perfect moment.”

            
                [image: Photo of menu.]
                
                    At each place setting, a chocolate brown package opened to reveal the menu.
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                    Amy Baker & Andrew Fried
                
            

            A couple’s keen sense of their Jewish heritage—as well as the bride’s desire to
                showcase her Southern roots in a personalized, welcoming way—gave rise to a modish
                fall wedding, rich with opulent hues and fanciful, contemporary touches.

            
                [image: Photo of venue.]
                
                    
                        
                            Rich colors and lush fabrics create an autumnal feel. 
                        
                    

                

            

            
COUPLING

            Although Amy grew up in Charleston, she’d lived in New York for some time before she
                met Andrew, a native of the Big Apple. He was finishing up his first year of law
                school in Boston when Amy happened to come up from Manhattan for a conference. A
                mutual friend suggested they all meet for drinks, though, says Andrew, “He kept
                stressing that it wasn’t a set-up!” 

            Something must have clicked, as a month later, when Andrew was in Manhattan, he got
                in touch with Amy and suggested they meet again. After a year and a half of
                dating—during which Andrew made frequent trips back and forth from Boston,
                eventually moving to New York for good—the couple got engaged that December. I met
                with them shortly afterwards, when they were back in Charleston for the holidays,
                visiting Amy’s family. Soirée’s offices are right around the corner from Amy’s
                childhood home, which lent a lovely sense of familiarity to the whole process. 

            
                [image: Photo of a separate, smaller tent.]
                
                    A separate, smaller tent provided a place to lounge after dinner on
                        velvet-covered Indian sofas.
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                     Baskets of square-shaped ceremony programs also contained deep orangey-red
                        yarmulkes for Jewish male guests to don during the traditional ceremony.

                

            

            
SETTING THE SCENE:

            
DESIGN & DÉCORE

            Because the couple wanted a fall wedding, we immediately decided on a color palette
                of deep oranges and reds. We paired them with rich, lush fabrics—raw silks and
                velvets, which appeared in every detail—to add to that sumptuous, autumnal feel. 

            Both Amy and Andrew are Jewish, and incorporating their heritage into the ceremony
                was extremely important to them; we built a traditional chuppah in the courtyard of
                the William Aiken House in downtown Charleston. We edged the chuppah with swathes of
                silk and velvet and strands of orchids, and ringed it all the way around with
                chairs. We put a clear-top tent over that, with swags of orange dupioni silk
                sweeping down from the middle, so that you could see the beauty of the uplit trees
                in the garden and the starlit sky when it got dark. It was almost like sitting right
                outside. 

            Andrew had joked about having attended enough “cookie-cutter” weddings events where,
                he says, “They might as well have just pointed to a picture, and said ‘I’ll have
                wedding package number seven!’” What we wanted to do was to get as far away from
                that as possible and really make the wedding a direct extension of the couple’s
                personalities. They were both keen on having their friends and family experience
                Charleston’s charm—after all, it was such a large part of Amy’s upbringing—but they
                also wanted a very modern, hip feel to their wedding, rather than one mired in
                stuffiness and tradition. 
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