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Introduction


To the Teacher


Kids with Special Needs provides a unique forum for demystifying a wide variety of childhood medical and developmental disabilities. Written to captivate an elementary-level audience, the books bring to life the challenges and triumphs experienced by children with common chronic conditions such as hearing loss, intellectual disability, physical differences, and speech difficulties. The topics are addressed frankly through a blend of fiction and fact.


This series is particularly important today as the number of children with special needs is on the rise. Over the last two decades, advances in pediatric medical techniques have allowed children who have chronic illnesses and disabilities to live longer, more functional lives. At the same time, IDEA, a federal law, guarantees their rights to equal educational opportunities. As a result, these children represent an increasingly visible part of North American population in all aspects of daily life. Students are exposed to peers with special needs in their classrooms, through extracurricular activities, and in the community. Often, young people have misperceptions and unanswered questions about a child’s disabilities—and more important, his or her abilities. Many times, there is no vehicle for talking about these complex issues in a comfortable manner.


This series will encourage further conversation about these issues. Most important, the series promotes a greater comfort for its readers as they live, play, and study side by side with these children who have medical and developmental differences—kids with special needs.


—Dr. Carolyn Bridgemohan 
Boston Pediatric Hospital/Harvard Medical School
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Dog man coming today.


Daniel was excited. He had been counting the days until the man with the search-and-rescue dogs came to talk to his school.


He bounced in the backseat of the car. “Dog man coming,” he said. “Dog man coming.”


“Sit still, Daniel!” Mama said. She didn’t like Daniel to bounce while she was driving.


James, Daniel’s twin, reached over and put his hand on Daniel’s arm. James always made Daniel feel calmer and better. Daniel thought that was because James had hugged him and comforted him even before they were born.


People said he and James were identical, but Daniel didn’t know why. Obviously, James was James and he was Daniel. Nobody ever seemed to get them confused either. James said that was because Daniel had autism and James didn’t, but Daniel didn’t know if that was really it. It wasn’t like people could see his autism. It was inside his head, wasn’t it?
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