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Danger! Action! Trouble! Adventure!

The Data Set

Revenge of Dr. von Naysayer
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Chapter 1 Method to the Messiness


“Has anyone seen my dinosaur figurine?” Gabe poked his head over a mound of tangled wires in Dr. Bunsen’s lab. “I put it on the lab table, but now I can’t find it.”

“I’ll bet it’s with my missing granola bar,” said Cesar. “My snacks are always missing!”

“That’s because you ate it on the way here,” Olive replied.

“No, that granola bar was my first after-school snack,” Cesar corrected her. “My first after-school snack keeps me from getting grumpy.” Cesar’s stomach rumbled. “Seriously, where’s my granola bar?”
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“It’s no wonder we can’t find anything,” Laura said as she stumbled over scattered robot pieces. “This lab is a mess!”

It was true. The lab was a wreck. The four whiz kid friends—known as the DATA Set—were used to their neighbor’s wild lab. But things were getting out of control.

“Maybe there’s a method to the messiness,” Gabe said. “Lots of famous scientists were super messy—Albert Einstein, Thomas Edison.”

[image: Image]

Laura shook her head. “I could never get anything done if my workshop looked like this.”

“Me either,” said Olive. “That’s what I like most about math. It’s neat and orderly.”

“What about theoretical math? It can get messy,” Gabe pointed out.
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Both he and Olive were very good at math, and he liked debating with her sometimes.

“Only because it hasn’t been solved yet,” Olive said.

“Sometimes creative geniuses need mess in order to make a breakthrough,” Gabe countered.

As if on cue, Dr. Bunsen stumbled out with a pile of gizmos.

“Oh, can we help you?” Laura asked.

“No time—no time!” he cried as he dropped the pile with a clatter. “My deadline is tomorrow and there’s simply no time!”
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“Maybe we should get out of the way,” Gabe suggested to his friends.

“Are you leaving?” Dr. Bunsen asked. “I apologize—I’m not quite myself. The big convention is tomorrow. And it’s more important than ever that things go right!”

“Do you mean the Invention Convention?” Olive asked eagerly. “Will you be presenting at it?”

“Yes, yes, I certainly shall,” Dr. Bunsen said. “And so shall he. The one who calls me ‘too mad and too messy.’ ”

Before the DATA Set could ask who “he” was, Dr. Bunsen was on to his next thought.
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“Oh, you four will come, won’t you?” the doctor asked as he produced four VIP tickets.

“You bet!” the kids cried.

They knew tomorrow was a big deal for Dr. Bunsen, and they wouldn’t miss it for the world!
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