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  Introduction


  Elite forces are the tip of Freedom’s spear. These small, special units are universally the first to engage, whether on reconnaissance missions into denied territory for larger conventional forces or in direct action, surgical operations, preemptive strikes, retaliatory action, and hostage rescues. They lead the way in today’s war on terrorism, the war on drugs, the war on transnational unrest, and in humanitarian operations as well as nation building. When large-scale warfare erupts, they offer theater commanders a wide variety of unique, unconventional options.


  Most such units are regionally oriented, acclimated to the culture and conversant in the languages of the areas where they operate. Since they deploy to those areas regularly, often for combined training exercises with indigenous forces, these elite units also serve as peacetime “global scouts,” and “diplomacy multipliers,” beacons of hope for the democratic aspirations of oppressed peoples all over the globe.


  Elite forces are truly “quiet professionals”: their actions speak louder than words. They are self-motivated, self-confidant, versatile, seasoned, mature individuals who rely on teamwork more than daring-do. Unfortunately, theirs is dangerous work. Since the 1980 attempt to rescue hostages from the U.S. embassy in Tehran, American special operations forces have suffered casualties in real-world operations at close to fifteen times the rate of U.S. conventional forces. By the very nature of the challenges that face special operations forces, training for these elite units has proven even more hazardous.


  Thus it’s with special pride that I join you in saluting the brave men who volunteer to serve in and support these magnificent units and who face such difficult challenges ahead.


  —Colonel John T. Carney, Jr., USAF–Ret.


  President, Special Operations Warrior Foundation
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  CHAPTER 1


  The History of the Navy


  The U.S. Navy performs many different tasks, but every mission has to do with one of the following: winning wars, deterring aggression, or maintaining freedom of the seas. The U.S. Navy is currently the world’s strongest naval power.


  When you consider that 70 percent of the world is covered in water, 80 percent of the planet’s population lives close to a coastal area, and 90 percent of the exchange of goods takes place over the seas, you can understand why the United States needs a strong navy. What’s more, the world has become more interconnected. Every day we use goods that were carried over sea to America. For the United States to stay powerful, it is easy to see that a strong navy must be maintained.


  The Navy performs their missions to:


  •   Serve as guardians for America’s freedom and defend the American way.


  •   Support the freedoms held dear in other countries, promoting peace and stability.


  •   Ensure goods travel safely on a global scale.


  The Navy performs missions in the air and on land, as well as at sea. A sailor in the Navy might participate in a peacekeeping mission—or he might see gunfire in combat. She might end up in the cockpit of a F018—or in the control-room of a nuclear submarine. Where the military is needed, the Navy is present.


  HISTORY


  The Navy has defended America since the Revolutionary War. At America’s beginning, the establishment of an official navy was debated, supporters thought a navy would protect trade and defend America’s coast. At first, individual colonies owned their own ships; then, when the federal government took ownership of the ships and added two more, the U.S. Navy was officially created. October 13, 1775, is now known as the U.S. Navy’s official birthday.


  
    UNDERST AND THE FULL MEANING


    federal: Pertaining to the nation, as opposed to individual states.
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  U.S. Navy Admiral James Stavridis, Supreme Allied Commander Europe, visits sailors and Marines during the Navy birthday celebration at Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan, October 13, 2009.
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  Signalmen of Union Navy Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren’s flagship receiving a message from the Georgia shore during the Civil War.


  At first, however, the United States did not develop the Navy and did not have a strong, organized force of ships to defend it. A wake-up call came when American ships were unable to stop a blockade by the British in the War of 1812. In the Mexican-American War, the Navy tasted victory, however, and successfully completed a mission in which 12,000 army troops landed with equipment in one day at Veracruz, Mexico, leading to the city’s surrender. This was the Navy’s first mission of this sort, an operation incorporating both land and naval forces together.


  While the Navy did not see much combat during World War I, it grew in strength under the Naval Act of 1916. Battleships and aircraft carriers were built. The United States became a rising power, and a modern Navy was necessary for this. Starting the Navy SEAL Special Forces team was an important part of updating the capabilities of the Navy for twentieth-century military conflicts.
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  CHAPTER 2


  The History of the Navy SEALs


  The U.S. Navy SEALs are the ultimate modern warriors. The name stands for Sea, Air, Land; in other words, the SEALs can fight in any environment. But they are best known for their ability to survive and fight in the water.


  The story of the Navy SEALs during World War II and after shows the changing role Special Forces had in defeating fascist and communist uprisings. The SEALs’ story is also the story of American involvement in the world since the mid-twentieth century.


  
    UNDERSTAND THE FULL MEANING


    fascist: Related to the government system in which a dictator has complete control, such as in World War II Germany and Italy.


    communist: Related to an economic system that limits individual rights and freedoms.

  


  WORLD WAR II


  During World War II the Military needed troops to assist the Navy in deploying land troops on beaches. The Amy and Navy established the Amphibious Scout and Raider School in Fort Pierce, Florida. An early version of the SEAL team helped the invasion of North Africa in 1942.


  President John F. Kennedy (a World War II Navy veteran) foresaw the need for a trained force to fight unconventional warfare in future overseas conflicts. He increased funding for Special Operations units and invested 100 million dollars in Special Forces units. Areligh Burke, Chief of Naval Operations, recommended guerilla and anti-guerilla units. He wanted those units to be able to operate on sea, air, or land.


  The military began basic SEAL indoctrination-training classes. Soldiers learned to fight hand-to-hand combat, fly in high-altitude parachuting, and set up demolition devices, while they also studied foreign languages. The first SEAL teams were commissioned in 1962. Since the beginning, the Navy SEALs achieved excellence in all they did.

OEBPS/Images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0011-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0003-01.jpg
T 2
- PusLisHERS





OEBPS/Images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
NAVY SEALS

Protecting, Building, Teaching and Fighting

-

COLONEL JOHN T. CARNEY, JR., SPECIAL WARRIORS FOUNDATION





