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This book is dedicated to all of the people who have ever made me laugh. Especially my wife and kids, who make me laugh harder and love more than I ever thought possible.
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Top 10 Reasons Why Everyone Needs to Laugh More Often


	Laughter increases HGH (Human Growth Hormone). Research has shown that even the anticipation of a good laugh produces as much as an 87 percent increase in HGH in the body. HGH is an anti-aging hormone.

	Laughter boosts the immune system. According to the National Cancer Institute, laughing keeps stress hormones under control.

	Humor is a coping mechanism. Laughter not only helps with stressful situations, but releases endorphins in the brain to help a person deal with tragedy, personal loss, and depression.

	Laughter promotes learning. Think back to your days in school. Did you learn more from strict teachers or from teachers who used humor in their lessons?

	Humor eases tense situations. If used properly, humor can diffuse a potentially volatile situation. If you find yourself in a tight spot, humor can get you out safely.

	Laughter is a universal language. Even though people speak different languages, a smile or laugh is understood by any culture or creed.

	Humor shows intellect. Not everyone is capable of crafting a good joke. In all honesty, some people can’t even memorize a joke.

	Laughter improves relationships. Research shows that families who laugh together have a closer bond, and couples who can make each other laugh stay together longer.

	It makes you more attractive. The ability to laugh, and make others laugh, is one of the more attractive attributes in a friend or potential spouse.

	It improves self-opinion. The most important opinion in your life is your own, and feeling good about yourself is the key to a long, healthy life.




Introduction

According to the ancient adage, laughter is the best medicine. Everyone wants to laugh, and everyone wants to make other people laugh. It’s the reason people spend money to see a funny movie or visit a local comedy club.

Laughter is a universal language. It’s possible for people from completely different backgrounds, cultures, upbringings, and religions to find the same joke, gag, or pun funny. Humor is a bonding experience. Laughter brings people together and breaks down all barriers.

These are all very valid reasons to tell jokes. If you want to be the person who makes people laugh, you should aspire to be constantly armed with a one-liner, quip, wisecrack, or yarn. Orny Adams, a stand-up comic and actor, once said, “I never even knew pain until I got into comedy.”

Being funny is a tough business. If you’re telling an original joke, retelling a classic, or just trying to lighten the mood, joke telling is a risky proposition. For every joke that lands, there are hundreds more that fall with a thud.

A good comedian knows when to tell a joke, but almost as important, knows when not to tell a joke. The industry term is “knowing the audience.” If the joke is about something complicated or is inappropriate for some ages, be careful with your choice. Examine the mood of the audience. Are they ready to laugh at a joke? Is it really the situation to make a joke? Obviously, the answer should be “yes” to both.

Knowing your surroundings is as important as knowing the audience. It’s best to think of every joke as a miniature story. To tell your story, and to get the best reaction (in this case a laugh), you will want the undivided attention of the audience. If the social situation involves audience members floating in and out of the group or constant interruptions from sources outside the group, it might not be the best time to tell the joke. The size of the audience is also a factor. Telling a joke to a group of more than four gets harder with the more listeners added to the group. If the group is larger than ten, grab a mic, because you might as well be in a comedy club.

If the time is right, and you’ve got a joke in mind, never ask for permission to tell a joke. Surprise is crucial in joke telling. Asking permission is equal to saying, “I’m about to say something funny so get ready to laugh,” which usually kills a joke right out of the gate.

Jokes are the great equalizer, and strong is the man or woman equipped with a robust repertoire to amuse the masses. That’s just a fancy way of saying that if you’ve got a ton of jokes at your disposal, people will really like you. Luckily for you, this book has a ton of jokes.



CHAPTER 1
The Who, What, Where, and How of Jokes

The first joke dates back to Adam and Eve, to the moment right after Eve told Adam she’d bitten into the forbidden apple. Adam looked at Eve and said, “Are you joking?” Comedy has come a long way over the years, but the major goal has always been the same: to make people laugh.

A Brief History of Jokes

Actually, the world’s oldest joke dates back to 1900 B.C., according to a list published by the University of Wolverhampton in 2008. The joke was more of an expression than anything else, but it was popular with the Sumerians, a group of people who resided in the area now known as southern Iraq. The Sumerian joke translated into English says: “Something which has never occurred since time immemorial; a young woman did not fart in her husband’s lap.”

That’s right—the world’s oldest joke is about farts.

The oldest British joke dates back to the tenth century A.D. and is incredibly naughty for its time. The joke goes, “What hangs at a man’s thigh and wants to poke the hole that it’s often poked before?”

“A key.”
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The United Kingdom has a long heritage of stand-up comedy. It’s believed the first occurrences of stand-up came in the music halls of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The Lord Chamberlain’s Office required to all comedians to submit their acts for censorship. The act would be returned the comedian, and all unacceptable sections were underlined in blue pencil. This is believed to be the origin of the term “blue” for a comedian with an act considered dirty or unsuitable for some audiences. After receiving notes, a comedian was then required not to deviate from the act in its edited form.







The idea of comedy, or making people laugh, has origins in ancient Greek street performers and masked performers that were popular in sixteenth-century Italy. Historians also point to the female comedic roles in Shakespeare’s plays as an origin of the modern-day jokes. It should be noted that in the earliest Shakespearean performances, men played the roles of women, so the real joke came when the performers took off their dresses at the after party.
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“Two babies were born on the same day at the same hospital. They lay there and looked at each other. Their families took them home the next day. Eighty years later, by a bizarre coincidence, they lay in the same hospital again, on their deathbeds, right next to each other. One man looked at the other and said, ‘So, what did you think?’”—Stephen Wright







A document dating back to the fourth century A.D., titled Philogelos (which translates to “The Laughter Lover”), written by Hierocles and Philagrius, contains more than two hundred jokes. Apparently Hierocles and Philagrius went on to tour the world as a successful comedy team known as Hiero and Phil. When the duo split up, each man took a hundred jokes, but never found much success.

Different Types of Humor

There are several different kinds of humor, most of which are probably already familiar to you.

Slapstick

Slapstick humor relies very heavily on physicality. Examples of slapstick humor include Charlie Chaplin, the Three Stooges, and early Jim Carrey (in case you were born after 1984 and you don’t know who the heck those other people are). Slapstick often relies on the absurd moments in life. Though jokes aren’t really considered slapstick—you won’t be smacking anyone as a punch line—the actual telling of a joke can rely on the physical. A facial expression, gesture, or even a fake fall can accentuate the punch line.
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“Our bombs are smarter than the average high school student. At least they can find Kuwait.”—A. Whitney Brown







Sarcasm

Sarcasm can be seen in an ironic or satirical remark. When using sarcasm, it may seem that you are praising a person or thing, but the remark is actually taunting or cutting in its intent. Sarcasm is biting and usually dark. Political cartoons, the stand-up comedy of Daniel Tosh, and anything Bill Murray has ever done or said are perfect examples of well-executed sarcasm.


“I feel so miserable without you, it’s almost like having you here.” —Stephen Bishop



Satire

Satire is a joke style that playfully ridicules or criticizes the subject as an attempt to bring about change. Satire is an effective means to poke fun at individuals, ideals, institutions, and any subject that is usually off limits. When done correctly, satire can be used to make a point without being blunt. The Daily Show and Colbert Report are satire at its finest.


“Girlfriend Overdoses on Lotion” —headline on the Onion, January 2014



Self-Deprecating

A popular type of humor, and probably the safest, self-deprecation is making yourself the butt of the joke. It’s the act of belittling or undervaluing yourself in an effort to make others laugh or just feel better about their own shortcomings. While self-deprecating humor is intended to make others laugh, there is a fine line between joking about yourself and being too hard on yourself. Knocking yourself down for the amusement of others isn’t always the best way to go through life. Mike Birbiglia is a hilarious and successful comedian who relies heavily on self-deprecating humor, but knows how to dish it out in small doses.


“I’m not the kind of guy who has a huge weight problem, but I am the kind of guy who could really put the brakes on an orgy. Everyone would be like, ‘Was he invited? Why is he eating a cake?’ I’ve never been in an orgy. I feel like it’d be like what happens when I try and play pick-up basketball. Like, no one passes me the ball; everyone asks me to keep my shirt on.” —Mike Birbiglia



Toilet Humor

Perhaps the most beloved type of humor, especially since the world’s oldest joke is about a fart, toilet humor appeals to the lowest common denominator. Toilet humor is joking about the use of bodily functions to get a laugh. These are the jokes and gags that are off-color, gross, offensive to most, and best when told in hushed tones and to specific groups. Though this humor is designed for the perverted and perverse parts of our brain, the one thing that toilet humor has over others is that anyone can “get” bathroom humor. While satire, self-deprecation, and sarcasm often go over the heads of some, everyone “gets” a poop joke. They might not laugh, but they get it. The Jackass movies are proof that toilet humor can be incredibly lucrative.


“You don’t have to be smart to laugh at farts, but you have to be stupid not to.” —Louis CK



Highbrow Humor

Highbrow humor is the polar opposite of toilet humor. It is intended for sophisticated audiences. Basically, they are jokes only “smarter” people will understand. These jokes rely heavily on an extensive knowledge of many subjects and often use word play or double entendre. Think back to Dennis Miller in his prime or almost every Coen brothers movie. The Big Bang Theory is highbrow humor slightly dumbed down for the masses.


“That field goal attempt was so far to the left it nearly decapitated Lyndon LaRouche.” —Dennis Miller



Deadpan/Dry Humor

Deadpan is more a type of delivery than a brand of humor, but it’s important to mention for this reason: mastering the deadpan delivery can make even the unfunny comment seem hilarious. Deadpan is the delivery of a joke or one-liner with zero change in emotion or body language. The tone of the joke teller is one notch above comatose. A deadpan delivery of a joke is hard to pull off, but once mastered can bring humor to even the most awkward of situations. Curb Your Enthusiasm, The Office, and the stand-up of Steven Wright highlight the brilliance of deadpan delivery.


“I think it’s wrong that only one company makes the game Monopoly.” —Steven Wright



Puns

Henri Bergson, a famous French philosopher, defined a pun as “a sentence or utterance in which two different sets of ideas are expressed, and we are confronted with only one series of words.” In non–French philosopher speak, a pun is the use of a word, or words, that have multiple meanings or sound like other words. Even unfunny people can execute a clever pun. Puns might be the hardest to write of all the different types of jokes, since puns are typically no more than a sentence or two and often require a firm grasp on language and the multiple meanings of countless words.
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Alternative comedy is a type of humor that differs from the traditional format of setup and punch line. The term was coined in the mid-1980s and can include several different types of humor including observational, satire, surrealism, slapstick, and improv. Comedian Patton Oswalt defines alternative comedy as “comedy where the audience has no pre-set expectations about the crowd, and vice versa. In comedy clubs, there tends to be a certain vibe—alternative comedy explores different types of material.”







It’s ironic that such a simple joke has so many different variations. There are three common types of puns:


	Homophonic puns: These are created by swapping out a word for a similar-sounding word. “Atheism is a non-prophet institution” (George Carlin).

	Homographic puns: These can be created in either one of two ways—either by inserting a word with dual meanings or substituting a word with the same spelling as the word it’s replacing. “Bakers work so hard because they knead the dough.” “Without geometry, life is pointless.”

	Compound puns: These are strings of two or more words that sound similar to strings of different words. “My wife has a magnetic personality, because everything she picks up she charges.”



The Rules of Joke-Telling

Here’s a scenario you’ve probably seen play out millions of times, usually wherever small groups gather for an event. Whether it’s a boring office function, a family gathering, a holiday party, or even a funeral, someone will seize the opportunity of having a captive audience and tell a joke.

Nine times out of ten, the joke flops—suffering a death more painful than the one experienced by the guy inside the coffin at the front of the room. And that dude died painfully!
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“I have six locks on my door all in a row. When I go out, I lock every other one. I figure no matter how long somebody stands there picking the locks, they are always locking three.”—Elayne Boosler







It’s never, ever the joke’s fault. Every joke is funny. Human error is always to blame for a joke falling flat. Joke-telling doesn’t come naturally to everyone, and even those blessed with an incredible sense of humor constantly work on joke-telling abilities.

The amazing thing about delivering jokes is that the joke teller doesn’t even really have to be funny. It’s all about the way the joke is told. The following five rules of joke-telling will help you be on top of your game every time you get ready to tell a joke. The moment you hear, read, or write a joke, review these five ways to make the joke your own.

Eliminate the Excess

When a joke fails, most likely it’s the fault of the joke teller. One of the biggest issues many people have is the tendency to want to keep the spotlight shining on themselves for as long as possible. Because all eyes are on the person delivering the joke, the joke teller tends to elaborate on the joke’s premise to prolong the attention. This craving for the spotlight leads to the addition of material that’s irrelevant to the joke. Therefore, the joke fails.
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“A lot of people are afraid of heights. Not me, I’m afraid of widths.” —Steven Wright







If you give too much information, the listeners become uninterested. If you give way too much information, people forget they are even listening to a joke. Long-winded jokes that evolve into stories packed with unnecessary details usually end up falling flat. It’s crucial to cut out as much of the fat from a joke as possible. Eliminate descriptive adjectives unless they are necessary to distinguish one character in the joke from another.


“A thin brunette in a tight dress and a busty blonde wearing way too much makeup walk into a department store . . .”



Unless the size of the brunette, her attire, or the blonde’s choice of makeup are pertinent to the plot or punch line of the joke, eliminate them immediately. A brunette and blonde entering a department store are the only details the crowd needs to know, and really remember, for the joke to work.

Move Slowly Forward and Never Go Backward

It’s human nature to want an uncomfortable situation to end as quickly as possible while still achieving the best conceivable outcome. Telling a joke, even though it is 100 percent voluntary, is an uncomfortable situation. Ask any stand-up if he or she still gets nervous right before going onstage, no matter the level of confidence in the material, and the answer will be “Yes, of course,” probably followed by a joke about the nightly jitters the stand-up faces moments before stepping in front of a microphone.

Even though people love telling jokes and getting a laugh, the uncomfortableness of joke-telling often sabotages the setup, specifics, and pending punch line. The fact that all eyes are on the jokester for the moment causes the person to rush through a setup, miss important details, and screw up the punch line. It’s in these moments you’ll hear joke tellers stop mid-gag to ask things like “Wait, did I say the blonde was . . .” or “Hold on, I forgot to mention . . .”
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Sometimes, the funniest joke is the one that makes fun of the teller. Self-deprecation usually gets a laugh, especially jokes that the audience knows can’t possibly be true. Don’t be afraid to poke fun at yourself or be the butt of the joke.







If you forget a detail that is crucial to the punch line, you’re screwed, so you might as well just stop talking and fake a heart attack. Never go back and give missed details; you’ve already lost the audience. For the same reason, never start over. Never clutch your heart when faking a heart attack; it’s too obvious. Grab for your arm.

Don’t Fool with Dialogue

Some of the greatest authors in the world admit that writing believable dialogue is their Achilles’ heel. If bestselling writers who spend hours a day working on their fiction can’t craft believable conversations, what makes you think you can come up with dialogue for a joke off the top of your head? Keep the dialogue simple, stupid. If you find a joke that contains unnecessary dialogue, rewrite it, and then read it out loud. You’ll notice the difference. Also, always make sure you’re talking slowly and clearly when you’re giving information, but only give stuff that’s especially pertinent to the outcome. Don’t add unnecessary dialogue.

If you can, keep the joke in the present tense. It gives the joke immediacy and makes it more exciting. This may seem like a minor point, but it can make all the difference. Some jokes—those involving famous people, historical events, or other entities like God or saints—may sound better in the past tense. Try the joke both ways and see which flows more easily.

Don’t include any words from the punch line in the body of your joke. Not repeating the words makes the punch line more fun.

Know Your Audience

Successful football coaches usually excel in the art of locker-room speeches. This is because they not only know the Xs and Os involved in the game, but also know how to motivate a certain type of man. The typical pre-game speech involves evoking emotion, eliciting a powerful response, incorporating lots of analogies involving words like “pounding” and “grinding,” and speaking in easy-to-understand terms. In other words, the coach knows his audience.

It’s crucial to know your audience before you begin a joke. A group of soccer moms isn’t going to appreciate your joke about the guy and the one-legged prostitute, no matter how hilarious.
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Why do different people find different things funny?

This is probably a question best left for researchers, psychologists, or even psychiatrists, but we do know this much: comedy is an art, not a science. In other words, there is no exact formula that makes something funny or not funny. Much as some people appreciate a work of art while others may call it junk, jokes strike people differently. Thankfully, laughter is universal, so even if not everyone finds a particular joke funny, laughing is a shared experience.







Know the Punch Line

It shouldn’t need to be said—but it needs to be said. Memorize the punch line, know it well, and even say it out loud a few times right after you’ve learned a new joke. You should be able to deliver it flawlessly, and with confidence, without stammering or error. If you don’t know the punch line, don’t tell the joke.

How to Write a Joke

Joke writing isn’t as daunting a task as you would think. People verbally “write” jokes every day. Replay the day in your mind, remembering any of the things you might have said that elicited a laugh. It might have been a response to a coworker or an offhand comment to your wife about her sister; it’s still a joke. Life is the setup, and you delivered the punch line. The setup and punch line are all you really need to construct a successful joke.

There are four key steps to joke writing:


	Find the humor in a topic

	Find the common ground

	Find a twist

	Perfect the punch line and build out



Find the Humor in a Topic

The topic can be anything from the recognizable to the obscure, but the key is to find humor in the parts of life you know the best. A popular expression in all forms of writing is to “write about what you know,” and the same goes for joke writing—joke about what you know.

If you’re a delivery man, write jokes about your job. If you spend weekends pounding out miles for exercise, find the humor in the activity of running. Do you wake up and eat the same breakfast every morning? There is probably a hilarious joke waiting to be written about that.

Find the Common Ground

Now that you’ve chosen your topic, find the common ground that connects you with an audience or the shared experience that will eventually elicit a laugh.

Think again about running for exercise. According to a report from Running USA published in 2012, there were around 25,000 marathon finishers in the United States in 1976. In 2011, the number was roughly 518,000. That’s more than half a million people who understand the culture of running and would probably laugh at a joke about their passion.

Now, imagine all the people who run for exercise, but would never dream of attempting a marathon. The number is probably much higher than those who do run marathons. If you add in all the people who hate running and exercise and just want to laugh at people who like the sport, well, you’ve got almost the entire world.

You’ve identified the common ground with your audience, and you’ve also found the setup.
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It is believed that 80 percent of people learn through visuals. If this is true, then joke tellers should try and be more animated when telling jokes. Don’t be afraid to act out a joke or even use impromptu props or even other people during the storytelling aspect of a joke.







Find a Twist

Why do people love magicians? It’s not their cool outfits or suitcases full of rabbits and handkerchiefs; it’s the element of surprise that comes with even the simplest magic trick. Imagine that a joke is like a magic trick. People don’t want to see the punch line coming. This is what’s known as the “twist” or surprise of a joke.

Again, you can return to the common ground of running and exercise. Here is an example.


“I took up running last year. I hired a trainer. He called me on the morning of my first run and told me to ‘wear loose clothing.’ I told him if I had loose clothing I sure as hell wouldn’t bother running.”



If you break the joke down, you’ll see the topic is still running and exercise. The common ground is the relatable idea of hiring another person to force us into exercise. The twist is that the joke is not specifically about running, but about the absurdity of why people exercise.

Perfect the Punch Line and Build Out

The punch line is always a work in progress. Even if it gets a laugh, it can always be tweaked and perfected. Now that you’ve written one joke about a topic, write jokes building on the topic or even building on the premise of the loose-fitting clothing. There are countless ways to expand on one simple premise.

The most important part is that you’ve written a joke.



CHAPTER 2
Families and Relationship Jokes

Everyone’s family is unique unto itself. Brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers, cousins, and so on. They are the people you grow up with, grow to love (sometimes hate), and eventually grow old with. Hopefully, they come to your funeral. If they don’t, don’t you dare go to their funeral! It’s easiest to joke about the people you know the best. Enjoy these jokes about your own flesh and blood.

Families

[image: ] TWO SISTERS, A BLONDE AND a brunette, inherit the family ranch. Unfortunately, after just a few years of trying to run the operation, they are in financial trouble. In order to keep the bank from repossessing the property, they need to purchase an expensive bull so they can breed their own stock. The brunette looks over their finances and decides to take their last $600 out west to another ranch, where a man has a prize bull for sale. Before leaving, she tells her blonde sister, “If I decide to buy the bull, I’ll contact you to drive out west and haul it home.”

The brunette arrives at the man’s ranch, inspects the bull, and decides she does want to buy it. The man tells her that he can sell it for $599 and no less. She agrees, pays the man all she has except for one dollar, and asks for a lift to the nearest town to send her sister a telegram. She walks into the telegraph office and says, “I want to send a telegram to my sister telling her that I’ve bought a bull for our ranch. I need her to hitch the trailer to our pickup truck and drive out here so we can haul it home.” The telegraph operator explains that he’ll be glad to help her, then adds, “But it’s going to cost you 99 cents per word.” With only one dollar left, the brunette realizes that she’ll only be able to send her sister one single word. After thinking for a few minutes, she says, “I want you to send her the word ‘comfortable.’” The telegraph operator shakes his head. “How is she ever going to know that you want her to hitch a trailer to your pickup truck and drive out here to haul that bull back to your ranch if you just write the word ‘comfortable’?” The brunette sister explains, “My sister is a blonde and a very slow reader. Com-for-ta-ble.”
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Don’t steal jokes from stand-up comics, especially popular stand-up comics. Jokes are material. If you’re telling a joke, you don’t have to credit a comic exactly—no one is going to come looking for you—but after the joke say, “I heard that on the radio the other day” or “I saw a guy tell that joke live a few years back.” If it’s an older joke, with an unknown origin, there is really nothing you can do about crediting the source. An audience will be able to tell new material from an old standard.







[image: ] A HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE visited by the wife’s family during the holidays. Her mother is a stickler for her food intake, and will only eat organic and fresh foods. The husband goes to the store with specific instructions on the type of foods to buy. “Excuse me,” the man asks the grocer, “are these vegetables sprayed with any harmful chemicals or pesticides that could kill a person?” “Nope,” answers the grocer proudly. “Okay,” says the man, “I guess I’ll just have to do that part myself.”

[image: ] A young man has finally saved up enough money to buy his own house. It is just a few houses down from the house he grew up in, the home his parents still live in. On the day he moves in, he invites some friends over, turns on some music, and sits on the porch while they all drink beers. “The best part is I don’t have to listen to my parents anymore.” A phone call interrupts his speech. He retreats into the house and after a few minutes comes back out after turning down the music. “Who was on the phone?” a friend asks. “Oh, it was my dad,” the man says. “He was calling to tell me to turn down the music. There are people trying to sleep.”
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At the end of World War II, returning members of the armed forces craved stand-up comedy because of wartime concerts put on by famous acts visiting troops. The rise of the postwar comedians also coincided with the rise of television and radio.







[image: ] I always carry a picture of my wife and kids in my wallet. I do it to remind me why there is no money in there.

Parenting

[image: ] Parents spend the first twelve months of their kid’s life teaching him to walk and talk and then spend the next twenty years telling him to sit down and shut up.

[image: ] A man pulls over to the side of the road after a police cruiser flashes him to do so. “How long have you been riding around without a taillight?” asks the officer. “Oh, no!” screams the man, jumping out of the car. “Wait ’til my family finds out!” “Where’s your family?” the officer asks. “They’re in the trailer that was hitched to the car!”

[image: ] A young boy runs into the street to get his baseball without looking both ways. He is hit by an oncoming car and breaks both of his legs. After his legs are in casts and he is sent home, his mother asks him if he’s learned his lesson. “Are you going to run out into the street anymore?” she asks. “No way,” he says, tugging at his casts. “Next time I’m sending my sister.”

[image: ] Two housewives are having coffee while their children play in the living room. The first woman is very well off, while the second scrapes by on just her husband’s salary. The first woman is bragging about her new appliances and says, “We’ve even got a new toaster that can send a message to the television that the toast is done.” “That’s nothing,” replies the second woman, “our toaster lets us know the toast is done by setting off the fire alarm.”




[image: ]


“I was the kid next door’s imaginary friend.”—Emo Philips







[image: ] A man in the grocery store notices a woman with a three-year-old girl in her cart. As they pass the cookie section, the little girl screams for cookies. The mother says, “Now Missy, we only have a few more aisles to go—don’t throw a fit. It won’t be long.” In the candy aisle, the little girl whines for candy. The mother says, “There, there, Missy, don’t cry. Two more aisles, and we’ll be checking out.” When they get to the checkout stand, the little girl howls for gum. The mother says, reassuringly, “Missy, we’ll be done in five minutes, and then you can go home and have a bottle and a nice snooze.” In the parking lot, the man stops the woman to compliment her. “I couldn’t help noticing how patient you were with little Missy,” he says. The mother sighs, “Oh, no—my little girl’s name is Francine. I’m Missy.”

[image: ] A woman gives birth at a hospital and the doctor asks, “What will you name her?” The woman thinks and says, “I think I’ll name her Sarah!” The doctor says, “I’m sorry to inform you miss, but Sarah is not available. But you can try Sarah_2045 or 99_Sarah!”

[image: ] The odd thing about parenting is that by the time you are experienced at your job, you are unemployed.

[image: ] A mother is driving her little girl to her friend’s house for a play date. “Mommy,” the little girl asks, “how old are you?”

“Honey, you are not supposed to ask a lady her age,” the mother replies. “It’s not polite.”

“Okay,” the little girl says. “How much do you weigh?”

“Now really,” the mother says, “those are personal questions and are really none of your business.”

Undaunted, the little girl asks, “Why did you and Daddy get a divorce?”

“That’s enough questions, young lady! Honestly!” The exasperated mother walks away as the two friends begin to play.

“My mom won’t tell me anything about her,” the little girl says to her friend.

“Well,” says the friend, “all you need to do is look at her driver’s license. It has everything on it.”

Later that night the little girl says to her mother, “I know how old you are. You are thirty-two.”

The mother is surprised and asks, “How did you find that out?”

“I also know that you weigh 130 pounds.”

The mother is past surprised and shocked now. “How in heaven’s name did you find that out?”

“And,” the little girl says triumphantly, “I know why you and Daddy got a divorce.”

“Oh really?” the mother asks. “Why?”

“Because you got an F in sex.”

[image: ] Politicians and diapers have one thing in common: They should both be changed regularly and for exactly the same reason.

[image: ] A mother traveled across the country to watch her only son get married and graduate from the Air Force on the exact same day. “Thank you for coming,” the son said. “It means so much.” “Of course I’d be here,” the mother replied. “It’s not every day a mom watches her son get his wings and have them clipped all in one day.”




[image: ]


Character comedy derives humor from an invented persona. The persona is often a part of the personality of the creator, just played to a grander scale for the amusement of the audience. Popular character comedies include Paul Reubens as man-child Pee-wee Herman; Rowan Atkinson as Mr. Bean; Sacha Baron Cohen as Ali G, Borat, or Brüno; and Steve Coogan as Alan Partridge.







[image: ] IF YOU WANT A LARGE family, the best plan is to have as many kids at one time as possible. Then they’ll put you on TV and you’ll get a ton of free stuff from other Americans.

[image: ] “Denise, why did you just kick your brother in the stomach?” exclaimed the angry mother. “It was an accident, Mom! He turned around!”

[image: ] A family takes a trip to Disney World. After seven exhausting days, they head home. As they drive away, the son waves out the window and says, “Goodbye, Mickey.” The daughter waves and says, “Goodbye, Minnie.” Dad waves and cries, “Goodbye, money.”
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