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Chapter 1 PINKIE PROMISE


“Tent? Check. Field notebook? Check. Mosquito net? Check.” Jeanie Bell ticked off the items on her packing list.

Jeanie and her family were going camping that weekend, and she couldn’t wait. There was nothing like the great outdoors. Even better, Jeanie’s best friend, Willow Davis, was coming with them!

Actually, Willow was at Jeanie’s house at that moment.

Although they weren’t leaving for a few more days, Jeanie had already started organizing her camping supplies. Tidy stacks of items covered the living room carpet, organized by category and season.
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She’d lined up all her nature books alphabetically and rolled her sleeping bag neatly. And she was just laying out her binoculars and magnifying glass when a small hand reached out from a “tent” made of blankets and couch cushions.

“Touch that magnifying glass and you’ll regret it, Jake!” Jeanie warned.

“You’re no fun, Meanie Jeanie,” Jake called from inside the tent.

Jeanie shook her head. There was one thing she’d like to leave at home this weekend: her little brother!
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Jeanie turned to Willow. “You’re going to love camping,” she said. “We hike and sing songs and go canoeing at Big Bear Lake. And at night we tell stories around the campfire and look at the constellations.”
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“Gazing at the stars is pretty magical,” Willow said with a wink.

As long as no one wishes on them! Jeanie thought.

The truth was… her friend Willow didn’t just know a few things about stars. She knew a lot of things about stars and other magical subjects. Because… Willow was a genie! Or at least a genie-in-training. Willow knew which days of the month were the luckiest and she studied magic color charts. But she was still learning to control her wish-granting skills, and sometimes her magic didn’t quite work out the way she intended.
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So Jeanie planned to be extra careful this weekend. She didn’t want any wayward wishes ruining their camping trip.

“You’ll also get to meet my best camping friends, the Berriman twins,” Jeanie added.
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“I hope we see a painted lady butterfly,” Willow said as she flipped through Jeanie’s books. She held up one with a giant spruce tree on the cover. “What are you bringing this book for?”
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“To help me identify different trees,” explained Jeanie. “I always collect bark rubbings. It’s one of my favorite parts of camping.”

“My favorite part is making s’mores,” Jake called from inside his tent.

“What are s’mores?” asked Willow.
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Jake’s head popped out. “You’ve never had a s’more? It’s the most awesome dessert ever!”

Jeanie had to agree. “Roasted marshmallows and chocolate in a graham cracker sandwich. Yum!”

“Oh,” Willow said. Then she paused. “How do you roast marshmallows?”

Jake grinned. “You jab them onto the end of a stick and hold them over the campfire.”
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Jeanie rolled her eyes. “You’re too little for that, Jake. Mom and Dad do the roasting,” she reminded her brother.

He shrugged. “Yeah, but I do the eating!”

Willow still looked a little confused. “Why do they call them s’mores?”

“Because, once you taste one, you’ll want s’more!” Jake shouted. He cackled, grabbed Jeanie’s magnifying glass, and bolted up the stairs to his room.
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