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Be a Kid Again


Chock-full of history, New England’s largest city seems to have a significant site on every corner. Tourism has always been part of life in busy Boston, and residents don’t mind sharing their beautiful city with visitors. They appreciate the smallness of the downtown area as much as you will. What’s more, many of the older areas of the North End, Beacon Hill, and the Back Bay are surprisingly compact and therefore walkable for parents and kids alike. Avoid restricting your journey solely to the sites along the well-trafficked red line of the Freedom Trail (www.thefreedomtrail.org). Kids will also enjoy the museums of Boston, especially the Museum of Science, the New England Aquarium, and the Children’s Museum. Don’t miss the bronze statues of Mrs. Mallard and her brood, the heroes of Make Way for Ducklings, near the pond in the Public Garden. And be sure to take a day or two to explore the nearby towns of Cambridge, Lexington, and Concord.
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Using this Guide


Are We Almost There? is a handy, pocket-sized resource of the top attractions for kids in Boston. Don’t forget to toss it in your bag—you’ll find the Popout map to be invaluable as you trek across the city with the kids! We intentionally did not suggest itineraries in this guide. You need to decide where and when to go based on your family’s different tastes and the age(s)— and stamina—of the kids. Parents or caregivers must use their own judgment and experience to determine whether a particular site is appropriate.


Here are a few general guidelines to keep in mind before you set out. First, always call ahead to double-check that what you want to see is still there; some places may change location or shut down between the time this guide goes to print and the time you want to visit. For family travel it’s safest to stick with chain hotels and motels and to make your reservations in advance. In a similar vein, most of the restaurants mentioned are geared toward the middle-of-the-road tastes that kids usually prefer. One last note: When admission to an attraction is by donation, you can usually gauge what the real expectation is by whether a specific dollar amount is suggested. If it is, you’ll be more comfortable if you plan to pay that amount; if not, they’ll be grateful for whatever you give.


For more information contact the Greater Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau (2 Copley Place, Suite 105, Boston, 617-536-4100 or 888-SEE-BOSTON, www.bostonusa.com).


Rates


Dollar symbols are used throughout the guide to provide an idea of the cost for attractions, restaurants, and accommodations.


Rates for Attractions


Dollar signs represent the cost per person for admission, not including tax, or the average cost of the activity. If no dollar sign is indicated, the attraction is free or donations are accepted.














	$

	up to $10






	$$

	$11 to $20






	$$$

	more than $20







Rates for Restaurants


Prices represent the cost of a single adult dinner entree, not including tax or tip. Total cost will vary depending on type and quantity of additional food and beverages ordered, such as appetizers, desserts, coffee, or wine. Lunches are usually cheaper than dinners.














	$

	most entrees under $10






	$$

	most entrees $10 to $20






	$$$

	most entrees $21 to $30






	$$$$

	most entrees over $30







Rates for Accommodations


Prices represent the cost of a room with two double beds for one night. Most lodgings offer a range of pricing options based on the size of the room and the amenities. Prices do not include taxes, parking, phone usage, room service, or any other added-on costs.














	$

	up to $100






	$$

	$101 to $175






	$$$

	$176 to $250






	$$$$

	$251 and up









Lay of the Land


Boston is an expensive place to stay. If you won’t be staying with friends, plan ahead to get the best prices. The hotels listed in this chapter offer family packages throughout the year, but you must reserve ahead of time. Parking places are hard to come by in Boston. You’ll enjoy your visit more if you leave the car in a parking garage and rely on public transportation, such as the MBTA (aka the “T”), and tour buses to get around. BosTix Ticket Booths offer half-price, in-person, day-of-performance tickets for the atrical, dance, and musical events. There are two locations in Boston— Copley Square and next to Faneuil Hall—and only cash is accepted as a form of payment. To reach BosTix call (617) 262-8632 or visit www.BosTix.org or www.artsboston.org. The Faneuil Hall kiosk is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (closed Monday, Thanksgiving, and Christmas). The Copley Square Booth has the same hours, except they are open Monday and closed on Patriot’s Day. The half-price tickets go on sale after 10 a.m.
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If you’re thinking of doing a lot of touring, the Boston City Pass (888-330-5008; www.citypass.com), good for nine days beginning the first day you elect to use your City Pass ticket booklet, includes five sites starting around $44. Call for details and prices. The Go Boston Card allows you up to seventy choices of sight seeing favorites in a larger radius that includes Boston and environs. You can buy it for one day or longer, up to seven days, starting at $55 per adult ($38 for kids up to age 12). The pass includes discounts for shopping and restaurants. Contact Smart Destinations, (800) 887-9103 or (866) 628-9027; www.gobostoncard.com.
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