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Party Time!


All week long, Sophie had been looking forward to Saturday.


Now—finally—the day was here. The Mouse family was having a dinner party. Their guests would be arriving any minute!


Sophie studied the dining table. She wanted to make sure everything was perfect.


“Oh! The place cards!” Sophie said suddenly. “How could I forget?”


She scurried up to her bedroom. On her drawing table were ten cards, set out to dry. Sophie had painted them by hand.
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Back downstairs, Sophie walked around the table. She smiled as she put down the first card. It read HARRIET in neat brush strokes. The I was dotted with a flower. Sophie was one of few who knew her best friend Hattie Frog’s real name.
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At another spot, Sophie put down a place card for her other best friend, Owen Snake. She had made a smiley face inside the O.
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“I’ll put my place card right between theirs,” Sophie decided. She’d get to sit next to both of them!


She knew her little brother, Winston, would want to sit near them. So Sophie put his card at the spot right across from her own. She put the place card for Hattie’s big sister, Lydie, across from Hattie.


Finally, she placed the cards for the grown-ups: George and Lily Mouse, Mr. and Mrs. Frog, and Mrs. Snake.


“There!” Sophie said. “Now everything is ready.”


“Good!” said Winston. He was peering out the front window. “Because here they come!”
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Sophie and Winston raced to the door. Good hosts always give their guests a warm welcome! Sophie thought.


She flung the door open. “Hello everyone!” she called.


“Sophie!” Hattie and Owen cried and ran toward her. Their families were right behind them.
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Sophie welcomed all the guests. She and Winston took coats while George and Lily Mouse came out from the kitchen to say hello.
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Sophie and Winston had already decided that the kids would play a game of hide-and-seek. It was one of their favorites! Sophie drew the short stick and had to be the seeker. But she didn’t complain. She knew a good host probably shouldn’t.
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When it was time for dinner, Sophie helped everyone find their place. She poured water from the walnut jug into the acorn cups. Then she helped her parents serve the food.
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Before Sophie knew it, it was time for dessert. She jumped up from the table as her parents cleared the dishes. Because she—Sophie Mouse—had made the dessert all by herself. She could not wait for everyone to see it!
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You’ll also enjoy
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While Sophie and her friends are exploring Sassafras Alley, they come across a paw print. They have seen paw prints before, but they’ve never seen one this big! What sort of animal could possibly have made such a giant paw print? As the friends go on an adventure to find out, they are in for a great big surprise!
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