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PRAISE FOR TWISTED SCRIPTURE


“Andrew Farley helped me experience the incredible joy of knowing God’s grace, my new identity in Christ, and other powerful truths that have turned my world upside down. In Twisted Scripture, Andrew unravels popular misconceptions we have about God and showcases the surprising truth that sets us free. Read this book to discover the clarity and beauty of the Gospel just as God intended!”


—Bart Millard, singer/songwriter for MercyMe


“It’s about time someone challenged us to rethink whether the light we believe is actually God’s light. In this provocative book, Andrew Farley exposes some of our popular notions about God and Christianity that don’t stand up to the best reading of Scripture. Twisted Scripture will make you think and can help set you free to live in the truth God wants you to know.”


—Wayne Jacobsen, author of He Loves Me!
and co-author of The Shack


“Satan’s lies rob Christians of their joy, their peace, and their trust in Jesus. Somebody really ought to do something. Well, somebody has in this refreshingly biblical and clear book from Andrew Farley. Read Twisted Scripture and give it to every Christian you know. They will rise up and, with me, call Andrew Farley blessed!”


—Steve Brown, broadcaster, professor, and author


“Andrew Farley has the astonishing gift of bringing simple clarity to passages that have frightened us or kept us trapped in a religious mire. Twisted Scripture addresses these challenging passages with a compelling and clear goodness, revealing a surprising freedom. This book is gold for all of us longing to jump in with both feet to trust this new life of Christ in us.”


—John Lynch, co-author of The Cure and TrueFaced


“Twisted Scripture gives a whole new meaning to the phrase, ‘I’ve read that verse a hundred times but never seen that before!’ I am amazed at how Andrew Farley weaves seemingly difficult New Testament passages into the tapestry of God’s great love for us. This gem of a book will give you a whole new confidence to trust the heart of God no matter what.”


—David Gregory, national bestselling author
of Dinner with a Perfect Stranger


“When I play golf with Andrew Farley, we talk theology. As I’m lining up my putt, he’ll say, ‘So, here’s what I think is happening in Hebrews 10.’ His insight always challenges and encourages me and usually causes me to miss the putt on the high side. I’ve often wished the rest of you could play golf with Andrew too. Well, here’s your chance. This book contains Andrew’s wisdom on Hebrews 10 and myriad other challenging texts. So, pull out your putter, a cup of joe, and enjoy the conversation!”


—Pete Briscoe, senior pastor, Bent Tree Bible Fellowship


“Every so often God sends along someone with a unique gift of clarity. When that person helps us get clear about the Gospel, the result is powerful and freeing. That is Andrew Farley. This new book from Andrew is another gift to the Church, to help us better learn, live, and give the gospel. Twisted Scripture will help you understand the Bible better, get to know Jesus deeper, and share the Gospel with more clarity, conviction, and joy. Thank you, Andrew, for keeping us focused on the simplicity and beauty of the good news of Jesus!”


—Bruxy Cavey, senior pastor, The Meeting House,
bestselling author of The End of Religion:
The Subversive Spirituality of Jesus


“With so much confusion in the church today, Andrew Farley stands out as a voice of clarity and conviction. In Twisted Scripture, Andrew cuts through all the clutter and exposes the lies that suppress our joy, peace, and freedom. So get ready for a powerful journey through some of the most challenging passages in the Bible. You’re about to see with vivid clarity the majesty of Jesus Christ and the wonders of His grace.


—Bob Christopher, host of Basic Gospel,
author of Simple Gospel, Simply Grace


“Andrew Farley’s Twisted Scripture: 45 Lies Christians Have Been Told encourages you into a better life, the one God intends for you. With solid, trustworthy insights, and brilliant applications, Andrew illuminates misconceptions about God and you. Andrew helps you fully enjoy the goodness of God’s grace, and there’s nothing better. This book gets you there.”


—Ralph Harris, bestselling
author of God’s Astounding Opinion of You


“I value Andrew Farley’s rich insights into God’s Word and often return to his thoughts on difficult passages. In Twisted Scripture, Andrew addresses some of the most challenging passages of all. This book will help you discover the powerful impact that the Gospel can have on the way you read the Bible.”


—Mike Ashcraft, lead pastor of
Port City Community Church, author of My One Word
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THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO OUR RADIO
LISTENERS, TO OUR FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS, AND TO
EVERYONE WHO HAS FOUND THEMSELVES ASKING:
“BUT WHAT ABOUT THE PASSAGE WHERE …?”





INTRODUCTION:


TRADITION AND
TRUTH


Tradition and truth are not always the same thing.


If we’re not careful, we end up thinking that the age of a belief makes it more valid. But consider the Israelites. Moses left them alone just a short while to go up the mountain and receive the Ten Commandments. While Moses was gone, they smelted a golden calf and then worshipped it.


Then consider the Corinthians. Paul teaches them the Gospel message, and the next thing we hear, they’re practically having drunken orgies at the Lord’s Supper. And what about the Galatians? Paul taught them the purity of salvation by grace through faith. But a short time later, he was calling them “foolish” for being so distracted by those who were pushing the Jewish law.


Apparently, God’s people got things very wrong, very early on.


EARLY CHURCH FATHERS


Likewise, the so-called early church fathers disagreed with each other in radical ways. Origen believed the entire world would be saved through Christ. Tertullian claimed water baptism was best practiced on one’s deathbed. Irenaeus thought Gentiles in the Old Testament were justified before God via living by ethical standards within Greek philosophy.


From Athanasius to Augustine, the early church fathers held myriad views, some of which directly opposed each other. So, the idea that today we should always agree with the traditions and doctrines of the early church fathers is nothing short of absurd. There wasn’t even uniform agreement among them!


TRADITION AND TRUTH


In Colossians 2, Paul tells us to “see to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ” (Colossians 2:8).


Tradition never outranks truth. Sure, some may call a certain view “Christian tradition” or a certain idea a Christian “principle” or “rule.” But we should not worship at the feet of traditions, principles, or rules. Instead, we worship Jesus, who is the Truth. We don’t need principles. We need the person of Christ. Christianity is not about rules. It’s about letting Christ rule.




Christianity is not about rules. It’s about letting Christ rule.





We should not be suckers for the sales pitch of tradition when it clashes with the simple message of the cross and the resurrection. Don’t ever buy the idea that a belief is correct just because it’s old. We are as capable today of understanding God’s Word and of being taught by the Holy Spirit as anyone else in history, including the early church fathers.


How are we taught? By submitting to God’s Spirit and asking Him to teach us. We don’t need “isms.” We don’t need to follow along denominational lines. We don’t need to worry about being labeled or categorized as part of a movement. We simply need the Holy Spirit to enlighten us to the finished work of the cross, the power of the resurrection, and what it means for us to walk in newness of life.


GOING AGAINST THE GRAIN


In the thirteenth chapter of Hebrews, the writer warns us that the way of truth will go against popular opinion and many times against “the establishment”:


We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come. (Hebrews 13:10–14)


Animals were sacrificed, and their carcasses were tossed outside the city gates and burned. You can imagine the stench filling the air and what an unclean place it was thought to be by those who followed the Law. Yet that’s exactly where Jesus was crucified—outside the city gates, outside the walls of established religion.


Inside those city walls was the Temple, and it was a sight to behold. Decades of money and effort were poured into the edifice to ensure its grandeur. What an appearance it gave! But Jesus wasn’t sacrificed in the Temple. Jesus was crucified outside the city where the dead animal carcasses were burned.


That tells you something. Jesus was a table turner, literally turning furniture over in the Temple. He was a renegade who ate with people whom religious leaders despised. And even in His death, Jesus was willing to go against the grain.


LET US GO OUT TO HIM


What does this mean for us? We can expect to go outside the walls of religious tradition to find the truth about Jesus and to honor all that He has done for us. Some don’t like the smell of real freedom. They prefer bondage and would like to drag us inside the city walls and into a temple of religiosity where we too can be fixated on effort and works instead of Jesus.


When our Lord was crucified, it meant all religious systems inside those city walls were to be shut down. From then on, there was one way to get right with God: through Jesus, outside the gates of lifeless religion.


So let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. (Hebrews 13:13)


In our quest for truth, we should expect opposition. But we can also expect freedom and rest. Jesus invites us to journey beyond the walls of works-based religion and to go out to Him to experience the truth that He promised would set us free (John 8:32). Furthermore, He promised that connection with Him would be “easy and light” and that we would find “rest” for our souls (Matthew 11:28–30).




Jesus invites us to journey beyond the walls of works-based religion.





His promise is real. And in this book, Twisted Scripture, we’re going to explore the full extent of all that Jesus has done for us. In the process, we’ll untangle the twisted lies we often believe so that the straight talk of the Gospel message can be celebrated to the fullest.





PART A


SALVATION






LIE 1


YOU MUST BE
BAPTIZED IN
WATER TO BE
SAVED


SPOTLIGHT:


“Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” (Acts 10:47)


Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 3:21)


There’s a great deal of controversy surrounding water baptism. Some claim it’s necessary for salvation.


But in Acts 10, we see a group of Gentiles who’ve received the Holy Spirit. Upon discovering this, Peter is blown away that these “dirty” Gentiles (that was the Jewish view) had already heard the Gospel and believed. So, Peter announces that nothing should prevent them from celebrating with water baptism. Note that the Gentiles’ salvation—the indwelling of the Holy Spirit—came first, and water baptism came second. Water baptism was not a requirement for receiving the Spirit, as some teach.


Water baptism is often associated with repentance and belief in Jesus Christ for salvation. But accounts such as this one (and the thief on the cross who went to be with Jesus in paradise without water baptism) help us verify that water baptism is not an essential component for salvation. In Acts 10, new spiritual birth came first, and the celebration in water came second.


GOD DID NOT SEND PAUL TO BAPTIZE


The Corinthian believers were dividing and ranking themselves by whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas had baptized them. It became a status symbol for them. This is why Paul asks, “Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Corinthians 1:13).


They had lost their focus on Jesus Christ, and they were making too big a deal of water baptism and, in particular, who baptized them. They were glorying in the name of Paul instead of magnifying the name of Jesus. This is why Paul told them that God did not send him to baptize but to preach the Gospel (1 Corinthians 1:17). If water baptism were necessary for salvation, then surely God would have sent Paul to baptize. But it is the hearing and believing of the Gospel message that saves, not water baptism.




It is the hearing and believing of the Gospel message that saves, not water baptism.





Paul also said, “I thank God that I baptized none of you except Chrysippus and Gaius” (1 Corinthians 1:14). Why would Paul be thanking God that he didn’t baptize many people? It’s because water baptism does not contribute to our salvation, and who baptizes us doesn’t affect God’s view of us in the least. Just imagine, if Paul had baptized more people, how many more factions and disputes there would have been among them.


The bottom line is that whether you’ve been dunked in a pool of water for 10 seconds or sprinkled—or not—doesn’t determine your destiny or your value in the eyes of God. It’s not about being in water. It’s about being in Christ.


BAPTISM SAVES YOU?


Peter writes, “… baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21).


So yes, it’s true that Peter says a type of “baptism” saves us, but notice how quickly he clarifies. It’s not water baptism—the removal of dirt from your body by water—that saves us. Instead, it’s a different kind of baptism. It’s being immersed in the resurrection life of Jesus Christ that saves us. This is a spiritual baptism. This is what it means to be “in the Spirit” (Romans 8:9).


When we are placed in Christ, we are spiritually inserted into His death, His burial, and His resurrection (Romans 6:3–4). It is this spiritual immersion into Christ that results in regeneration, being born again of God’s Spirit (John 3:6).


What about Acts 2:38 where Peter says, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”? Some have made a big deal of the word “for” (Greek: eis) in this passage, claiming that water baptism is necessary for the forgiveness of sins.


But it’s important to note that that the Greek word eis does not always mean “in order to obtain.” Sometimes it can mean “as a result of” or “in view of” or “because of.” Given what we read elsewhere in the New Testament message concerning salvation, it seems most likely that Peter was appealing to them to repent, believe the Gospel message, and be baptized in water because of the forgiveness found through the name of Jesus Christ. This is further supported by the fact that Peter says, “and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Again, we know from the New Testament that receiving the Holy Spirit happens as a result of repenting (changing one’s mind about the identity and finished work of Jesus) and believing, not via water baptism (Galatians 3:2).


BAPTISM INTO CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION


Why is there so much confusion surrounding water baptism? Perhaps because many do not understand spiritual baptism. In Romans, Paul asks:


Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3–4)


“Or do you not know?” is Paul’s question. This means that there are many believers who are in Christ but do not really understand what it means to be in Christ.


Being in Christ means that we received a radical heart surgery, a spiritual DNA swap that transformed the core of our being, our very self. Our old self was ripped out, spiritually taken to the cross, crucified, and buried. Then we were raised in Christ to newness of life.


This is what it means to be “born again.” To be born again, you must first die. And that is exactly what happened to all of us who are in Christ.


TWO BIRTHS: NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL


“Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:5–6)


Some assume that “born of water” means water baptism. From there, they claim that water baptism is needed to enter the kingdom of God. Nevertheless, Jesus’s real intent here is obvious. “Born of water” means physical birth. Every human is born from a sac of amniotic fluid that, even today, we refer to as water (as in, “My water just broke!”).


How can we be sure this is what Jesus means? He explains, “that which is born of flesh is flesh” (John 3:6). The first birth that Jesus speaks of is a physical, fleshly birth. It has nothing to do with water baptism. Then, we are born again spiritually when we come to believe: “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6).


Your mother gave birth to you first. And the Spirit of God gave birth to you second. Both are needed to enter the kingdom of God. First, we need to physically exist. Second, we need to escape the spiritual death we’re born into (in Adam) by being reborn of God’s Spirit.


THE PROPER PLACE FOR BAPTISM


There is nothing magical about the process of water baptism. It’s a public celebration and symbol of our being spiritually crucified, buried, and raised to newness of life in Christ.


Water baptism is important, but it doesn’t cause anything. Think about it. Celebrating a birthday doesn’t mean you’re just being born. Celebrating a wedding anniversary doesn’t mean you’re getting married. You were already born or already married long before the party. You’re just celebrating.


It’s the same with water baptism. We’ve been reborn of God’s Spirit. We’ve become the bride of Christ. So why not celebrate with water baptism? But it doesn’t mean that we are just becoming the bride or just being reborn in that moment. No, water baptism is a celebration of what already took place. As we go into the water, we’re celebrating that we went into death with Christ. When we’re raised out of the water, we’re celebrating that we were raised in Christ to newness of life.




Water baptism is a celebration of what already took place.





WATER BAPTISM: A CELEBRATION!


Water baptism should be respected and appreciated for what it is, but it does not save. When we inappropriately elevate the act of water baptism and ascribe to it more importance than God has given it, it becomes much like what circumcision was to the Judaizers in the early church. They were demanding that people be circumcised to be saved when Paul was clearly teaching “neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation” (Galatians 6:15). Likewise, water baptism is nothing compared with being a new creation. Being immersed in Christ is what matters; being immersed in water is simply a celebration of that reality.


REFLECTORS:




	Why do you think so many people are tempted to look to water baptism as an indicator of salvation?


	Had you ever thought about what the act of water baptism (lowering and raising) symbolizes?


	What does it mean to you to have been spiritually crucified, buried, and raised in Christ?





A NEW FOCUS:


Father, thank You that I have been immersed in Christ and my new location in Him is what saves me. Teach me what it means to be so intimately unified with Jesus. Amen.





LIE 2


YOU’RE JUSTIFIED
BY FAITH PLUS
GOOD WORKS


SPOTLIGHT:


For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. (Romans 3:28)


You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. (James 2:24)


Are we made right before God by faith plus works? No. The apostle Paul goes to great lengths to explain to us that it’s not our good works that make us right. No, it’s whether or not we have faith in the good work of Jesus that really matters.


But if that’s the case, then what is the purpose of the Law and its 613 regulations? It’s not to save us. Romans makes that clear. Under the Law, no one could ever do enough to justify themselves in God’s eyes. Instead, the Law is designed to shut us up:


Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God, because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:19–20)


The purpose of the Law is to show us that we have a problem. The Law is like a mirror. It reveals the dirt on the face of humanity, but just like a mirror, it has no power to clean us.


As unbelievers, the Law made us aware of our spiritual problem and our need for Christ:


Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. (Galatians 3:24–25)


The Law diagnosed the problem (spiritual death) but did not provide the solution (spiritual life). Only Christ can offer life (John 10:10). By accepting Jesus’s sacrifice for our sins and His resurrection as the means to new life, we enjoy a rightness with God that has nothing to do with Law-keeping:


But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets. (Romans 3:21)


Real righteousness is found apart from the Law. And God shows no partiality. He’s willing to justify anyone who will believe Him. No matter our background and no matter the quantity or type of sins we’ve committed, rightness with God is absolutely free.


Does this mean that we have to try hard to believe strongly enough? No, Jesus said that faith the size of a mustard seed is just fine (Matthew 17:20). Still, we might catch ourselves saying, “Oh, I wish I had more faith!” But it’s not about the size of your faith. It’s whom your faith is vested in that matters.


So, we take that tiny seed-sized faith, and we aim it right toward the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That’s all it takes for us to be made right before God.


ESTABLISH THE LAW?


There are still some passages that can be confusing, though. Take Romans 3:31, where Paul asks, “Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.” (Romans 3:31)


What does it mean to “establish the Law?” Paul’s point is that when we opt for grace, we’re agreeing that Law-based living is impossible. In that way, we establish the true and impossible standard of the Law. By choosing justification by faith, we’ve concluded that the Law is a perfect standard that we cannot meet. And we don’t have to meet that standard, because Christ did it for us.


Picture the Law and its 613 stringent commands being placed on a tall pedestal, so high that no human can ever reach them. When the Law is touted as an unachievable standard, this is what it means to “establish the Law.”


The truth is that those who opt for grace are the only ones who truly respect the Law. Everyone else is just kidding themselves as they cherry-pick from the Law. They grade themselves on a curve, acting as if they’ve got a shot at Law-keeping when no human can ever meet its demands (Galatians 3:11). The Law is an all-or-nothing proposition. We have no right to treat it like a “choose your own adventure” or multiple-choice religious system (Galatians 3:10–11; James 2:10).




Those who opt for grace are the only ones who truly respect the Law.





JUSTIFIED BY WORKS?


One of the toughest challenges to the idea that we’re justified by grace through faith alone comes in James 2:24. It states that we’re “justified by works and not by faith alone.” The apparent contradiction between the James 2 passage and what we see in Romans led Martin Luther to conclude that the epistle of James did not belong in the Bible. One can understand why Luther struggled, because there’s no getting around the fact that James uses the phrase “justified by works” three times in his second chapter:




	“Was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works?” (v.25)


	Was not Abraham our father justified by works?” (v.25)


	“You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.” (v.24)





Over the years, many have tried to soften James’ words, claiming that James is referring to either (1) works done after salvation that prove our original faith was legitimate or (2) a justification before other people, not God, as others look at our works.


The problem with both of those interpretations is James’ opening question: “Can that save a man?” Clearly, James is not talking about works after salvation. Nor is he talking about getting right in the eyes of other people. No, James is talking about the process of being saved or being justified before God. In other words, James is answering the important question: What can save us?


James’ clear conclusion is that there’s a type of work that justifies us before God (James 2:24–25). Perhaps our confusion about this originates with our Protestant or Catholic—or human—definition of “works.” As soon as we hear the word “works”, we assume that James is referring to a lifelong record of works. That cannot be, however, because James gives three clear examples of what he means by “works.” And at least two of his examples are one-time events:




	Doing what is needed in a situation


	Abraham offering Isaac on an altar


	Rahab opening a door for the spies





Here, there is no mention of a lifelong track record of works. Instead, doing what is needed in response to God’s message is the topic at hand. Note that Abraham offered Isaac only once. Likewise, Rahab opened the door to the spies only once. So rather than accumulated behaviors over a long period of time, the focus is instead on an individual’s one-time response—acting in faith on God’s message and doing what is needed.


In other words, James is not describing a required lifestyle of works. Instead, he’s referring to one-time choices that people made because of faith. James is saying that although demons have a basic understanding of doctrine (there is only one God, etc.), a genuine response to the Gospel is required to be right before God. He’s communicating that a so-called “faith” without active response to the Gospel message is actually a dead, non-saving faith.


James 2 was never meant to invoke a lifelong examination of our works. Instead, James is simply saying that we cannot be saved by a faith that does not include a decision to open the door of our lives to Jesus Christ and offer ourselves to Him. But if you have offered yourself to God (as Abraham offered Isaac), and if you have opened the door of your life (as Rahab opened the door for the spies), then you have met the requirement of James 2.




James 2 was never meant to invoke a lifelong examination of our works.





YOU CAN KNOW!


“Yeah, but my sins are so big!” you might think. No, your sins are small in comparison with your Savior. Your sins are small. Your God is big. And He has qualified you!


Abraham doubted just like we do. He did not display perfect faith all the time. He doubted God’s promise that he would have a son and even concocted a “plan B” by impregnating his wife’s handmaid, Hagar. Still, we will see Abraham in Heaven. As for Rahab, she was a prostitute. Now, take in the fact that you will see her in Heaven also. Why? Because she believed God and turned a doorknob. A prostitute opened a door, so we’ll see her in Heaven.


Likewise, the single “work” that God requires of us is to believe the Gospel message:


Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.” (John 6:29)


The work is to believe. And if we believe, then we can know for sure that we’re saved. The apostle John puts it this way:


These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13)


We don’t have to spend the rest of our days in doubt. If we opened the door of our lives to Jesus Christ—believing in His death for the forgiveness of our sins, and trusting in His resurrection for the gift of new life—then we can know for sure that Jesus walked through that door and into our lives forever.


REFLECTORS:




	Until now, what had you understood “faith without works is dead” to mean?


	How do the single, one-time works of Abraham and Rahab affect your view?


	What would you say to Martin Luther about faith and works if you had the chance?





A NEW FOCUS:


Thank You, Father, that I am saved by the work of Jesus Christ on the cross and through His resurrection, not by my own works. I am so grateful that when I opened the door of my life, You came in to live with me forever. Amen.





LIE 3


YOU’RE SAVED BY
JESUS’S DEATH ON
THE CROSS


SPOTLIGHT:


For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. (Romans 5:10)


If someone asked you what the resurrection means to you personally, what would you say? Perhaps that it shows God’s power over death? But by the time of Jesus’s crucifixion, God had already displayed His power over death through many healings and miracles, including the raising of Lazarus from the dead. So the resurrection of Jesus is more than simply a display of God’s power.


Much of what we hear today about salvation focuses on the cross. It’s no wonder that we fail to grasp the deeper meaning of the resurrection. Before salvation, we had two problems: sins and spiritual death. The sins we committed were merely a symptom of our core problem, our spiritual death.


So we had two problems, and God had two solutions for us. First, Jesus’s death and the blood that He shed washed away our sins, once for all. Yes, the cross brought us forgiveness. But without the resurrection we would still be in Adam, spiritually dead. So it’s the resurrection of Christ that solves the second problem, bringing us new life—His life (Romans 5:10). In short, we are forgiven by His death and saved by His resurrection life!




We are forgiven by His death and saved by His resurrection life!





This is why 1 Peter 3:21 says a spiritual baptism into the resurrection of Christ is what saves us. This is why Jesus called us “children of the resurrection” (Luke 20:36). This is why Paul tells the Corinthians that the resurrection is the backbone of Christianity:


For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 15:16–19)


Without Christ’s resurrection, we would still be dead. Because of the resurrection, we have been made alive. We are no longer in our sins. Now, we are in Christ. Through the cross, God took away our sins. Through the resurrection, God gave us new life in Him.


CHRIST IS OUR LIFE!


Jesus said, “After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also” (John 14:19). Our new spiritual life is Christ’s life. Because He lives, we live. We are in Christ, and He is in us. His life is our life.


Colossians 3:3–4 makes it even clearer: “For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” Christ is not merely a part of our life. He is our life.


We’re saved because Jesus lives and we will be saved as long as Jesus lives. Hebrews 7:25 puts it this way, “Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” Notice that the length of our salvation is entirely dependent upon the length of Jesus’s life. We’re saved by having His life, and His life is eternal.


Eternal life is not some gift package awaiting us in Heaven. Eternal life is the life lost in the garden of Eden and regained through Jesus. Eternal life is not our life made longer or our life made better. Eternal life is Christ’s life. It’s the resurrection life of Jesus Christ that saves us.




It’s the resurrection life of Jesus Christ that saves us.





SALVATION IS A PERSON!


Salvation is not a “thing.” It’s not a ticket to Heaven with your name on it. It’s not merely your name being written in the Book of Life. No, salvation is a person—the resurrected Christ literally dwelling within you.


Christ died to give us forgiveness of our sins, but what we often do not realize is that in receiving Christ we get so much more—His resurrection life! As a result, we are now born of God (1 John 5:4), and we have become partakers of His divine nature.


For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. (2 Peter 1:4)


REFLECTORS:




	What does it mean to you to be “saved by His life”?


	How might this essential truth change the way you celebrate the resurrection?


	
Eternal life is Christ’s life. Salvation is a Person. How do these statements bring about a deeper understanding of “being saved”?





A NEW FOCUS:


Thank You, Father, for not only taking my sins away by the cross but also for infusing me with the resurrection life of Christ that saves me forever. Amen.





LIE 4


GOD
PREDESTINED
CERTAIN PEOPLE
TO BELIEVE;
OTHERS HAVE NO
CHOICE


SPOTLIGHT:


What then shall we say? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness that is by faith. (Romans 9:30)


Has God preselected those who will believe? Do others have no real opportunity to call upon His name and be saved? And how could we ever really know if we were “preselected” or not?


Although “predestination” is both a biblical term and a biblical concept, it does not mean that God preselected some individuals to be saved and left others with no chance to believe.


It’s no coincidence that the concept of predestination is discussed at length only in Romans and Ephesians, epistles written primarily to Gentiles (non-Jews). There’s a good reason for this. The Jews already knew that they were God’s chosen people. They had been God’s people for thousands of years. The fact that God would invite them to the table to feast on the Gospel was no surprise at all. But to invite those dirty, rotten Gentiles? Are you kidding? That was more than controversial. It was downright offensive to the Jews! Yet this was the newsflash issued to the early church: God predestined the Gentiles to be invited to the Gospel. He wants all to believe (2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4). Now, whoever calls upon His name will be saved (Romans 10:13).


Our first clue that predestination specifically relates to Gentiles comes in the middle of Paul’s treatise on predestination, where he summarizes all he intended to say with:


What then shall we say? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness that is by faith. (Romans 9:30)


“What then shall we say? That Gentiles …” There it is in black and white. The entire meaning of predestination is summed up in one sentence—God predestined that the Gentiles, who did not chase after God or His righteousness, would be able to obtain that righteousness by faith.


Paul is not defending God’s selection of individuals. No. He’s specifically defending God’s right to reach out and extend this Gospel invitation to those whom the Jews viewed as the dirty, idol-worshipping Gentile nations of the world.




Paul is not defending God’s selection of individuals.





So why does Paul need to go on for four chapters in Romans and two chapters in Ephesians about this? There are two reasons.


First, the Jews found it hard to believe that God would include Gentiles in His predestined, secret plan to save through the Messiah. Abraham was told that he would become the father of many nations, not just Israel. Still, the Jews refused to embrace this reality. This is why Paul went to great lengths to defend God’s sovereign right to do whatever He wanted—which specifically included inviting Gentiles into His kingdom.


Second, remember that Paul’s entire ministry is to Gentiles. Paul received his fair share of flack about it. With that in mind, Paul is not just defending God’s right to choose, but he’s also defending his own ministry and its right to exist! This is why Paul goes into detail in Romans and Ephesians about God’s prerogative and His predestined plan to bring salvation to Gentiles.
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