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ABOUT THIS BOOK



Anyone who has followed the rockhound hobby for more than a few years has surely encountered the two most common types of guidebooks. First is the one that simply gives a rough map with approximate locations of various rocks and minerals. This is wonderful if you have the time and the inclination to drive up and down thousands of miles of dirt roads searching for the right site. Most of us, however, like to get within striking distance without spending a whole vacation looking for it.


The second type of guidebook looks more like a reference work for descriptive adjectives. Although the material at a given site may look like a piece of broken sidewalk, it will often be described as “fiery red,” “deep, rich purple,” or “breathtaking orange.” Many rockhounds (including yours truly) have driven down miles of dusty roads and hiked up lots of steep hills only to be disappointed because the author’s enthusiasm outdid the actual beauty of the find. I will try not to mislead you in this manner. If a material is red, I will call it that even if I think it is “fiery.” If I think some sample or other is especially nice, I may say so, but you will have to be the ultimate judge since beauty certainly is in the eye of the beholder.


Another problem with some guidebooks is that they have been reprinted many times but the sites have not been rechecked. Thus, a rockhound could find that the listed site is now home to a shopping center or that the material left after years of hunting would not be enough for one small earring. This is not to say that all old sites are worked out or covered up, however. Many are still productive after more than fifty years of rockhounding, but it often takes more than just leaning out the car window and picking up samples. I have many of the good, old sites in this book, but I will tell you just how much you can expect to find and how hard you will have to work for your prize specimens.


For this third edition, we have added some new sites and have taken some out that are no longer available to find material at. Don’t get me wrong, at all of the sites there was material to be found. When you have to go 50 miles into a desert just to find one piece of jasper, we determined it was not worth including this site in the book. I have checked the GPS coordinates for each site to make finding them significantly easier in a state with an often confusing array of intersecting dirt roads, tracks, and trails.


Nevada is so vast and remote that much of the time it is not possible to tell for certain just who a property belongs to. Most of the state is comprised of federal lands, with much of it administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). But there are tracts throughout BLM lands that are private. The best rule of thumb is that if the land is not posted otherwise, it is okay to rockhound. If land is fenced but not posted and the gates are not locked, it is okay to rockhound. Remember to leave gates as you find them. If a gate was closed, close it. If it was open, leave it open.


Mines are bigger problems since they change ownership often and may be abandoned one day and working the next day, often due to fluctuations in mineral prices and the whims (and cash flow) of their owners. Consequently, if a trip to a mine is a long or rough one, it is a good idea to inquire locally before starting out. You may save a lot of time, effort, and frustration.


I also feel there is a lot more to rockhounding than just filling up the car trunk with rocks and hauling them home to the backyard. The facets (no pun intended) of the hobby are many and varied. There are collectors who just want pretty rocks to display in a rock garden. Often, these folks don’t know what the material really is. That’s fine. Some other rockhounds are locked into agates and jasper and would walk over a mountain of mineral specimens, not even seeing them, in order to get to their particular favorites. Some collect only what they can use their lapidary skills on, and others want only mineral specimens for display or micromounting. There are also those whose interest is in geology and who don’t really care if the rock looks like used brick or the Hope Diamond. In short, rockhounds come in all flavors, and we have tried to include something for all of them.


Speaking of flavors, some of you dyed-in-the-wool turquoisians may wonder why I have not included any turquoise sites. As many of you may know, Nevada has been a major producer of turquoise for a long time. The problem is that much like gold mines, turquoise mines are off-limits to rock-hounds when they are producing. And when they are abandoned, it is because there is no more turquoise. Does that come as a surprise? Of course, you can probably find a few chips on the tailings to carry home in a pill bottle, but the chances are that the pills were more valuable.
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