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  Hiking Bozeman




  Bozeman, Montana is an active, thriving town dating back to the 1880s. It is rich in character, history, and landscape. There are eight historical districts, a wide variety of museums, art galleries, musical events, and the city is home to Montana State University. Surrounded by extraordinary wilderness, Bozeman is also a gateway city to the Gallatin National Forest and Yellowstone National Park.




  The Gallatin National Forest, part of the Greater Yellowstone Area, encompasses 1.8 million acres and contains some of the highest mountains in Montana. Six mountain ranges run through the national forest land—the Absaroka, Beartooth, Bridger, Crazy, Gallatin, and Madison Ranges. Many peaks rise above 10,000 feet. The sheer grandeur of this national forest includes the protected 259,000-acre Lee Metcalf Wilderness and the 945,000-acre Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. The forest also contains the headwaters to the Boulder, Gallatin, and Madison Rivers plus hundreds of miles of creeks and tributaries. (Many of the rivers have a blue-ribbon rating for fishing.) The Gallatin National Forest has an abundance of wildlife, including black and grizzly bear, moose, elk, mountain lions, big horn sheep, mountain goats, and deer. Whether fishing, boating, mountain climbing, horseback riding, camping, biking, backpacking or hiking, this area has endless opportunities for outdoor recreation.




  These 110 hikes lie within a 90-mile drive of Bozeman and are organized by groups in the drainages and mountain ranges that surround the city. A wide range of scenery and ecosystems accommodates all levels of hikes, from relaxing creekside strolls to all-day, high-elevation outings. The trails have been chosen for their scenery, variety, and ability to be hiked within the day.




  Most of the hikes are accessed by three main routes—Highway 191 through the Gallatin Canyon, Highway 86 to the Bridgers, and Highway 89 through Paradise Valley. Within the city itself are 21 hikes.




  To the north of Bozeman lies the Bridger Range, home to the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail and Bridger Bowl Ski Area. Many hiking and biking trails are found in this scenic mountain range because of its close proximity to Bozeman, yet this area retains a feeling of remoteness. Hikes 1–17 are located within the Bridgers.




  Hikes 18–43 are in Bozeman or within a few minutes drive. The city lies in the East Gallatin Valley between the Bridgers and the Gallatin Range. Bozeman itself has a great variety of trails developed by the Gallatin Valley Land Trust. Several trails access the nearby canyons and mountains from this community trail system.




  South of Bozeman is the 34,000-acre Hyalite Drainage, a stunning mountain valley between the Gallatin Canyon and Paradise Valley. This drainage is a popular recreational area with a large reservoir built in the 1940s as its centerpiece. The Hyalite Reservoir has a holding capacity of 8,000 acre-feet of water and is used for drinking water for the city of Bozeman and to irrigate the Gallatin Valley. Its coves, creeks, and piers offer great trout fishing and boating opportunities. The Hyalite Drainage Recreational Area is surrounded by 10,000-foot mountain peaks and includes a large variety of biking and hiking trails, creeks, streams, lakes and numerous waterfalls. Hikes 44–55 lie in this beautiful mountain valley.




  Hike 56 is located in Bear Trap Canyon in the Madison River drainage west of Bozeman. The canyon is a well known fishing and hiking area in a remote, roadless region within the Madison Range.




  Hikes 57–75 are accessed from Highway 191 through the Gallatin Valley. Highway 191 snakes south through the Gallatin Canyon along the Gallatin River. The highway connects Bozeman with Big Sky and West Yellowstone, the west entrance to Yellowstone National Park. The Gallatin River and Highway 191 lie between two mountain ranges. To the east is the Gallatin Range, which includes the Hyalite Drainage. To the west is the Madison Range, which includes the Lee Metcalf Wilderness and the Spanish Peaks.




  Several of the hikes are located in the rugged 78,000-acre Spanish Peaks Wilderness Area (part of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness), north of Big Sky and west of Highway 191. The steep Spanish Peaks contain some of the oldest rocks in North America. The three-billion year old metamorphic rocks were sculpted by glaciers, wind, and water. Within the area are 25 peaks rising above 10,000 feet, including Gallatin Peak at 11,015 feet. Below the peaks are wide subalpine meadows, forested valleys, and more than 175 lakes.




  Continuing south on Highway 191 leads toward the headwaters of the Gallatin River and the far northwest corner of Yellowstone National Park. Hikes 76–84 are located along several tributaries of the Gallatin, traveling up through valleys to sweeping views of the landscape.




  Highway 89 begins about 20 miles east of Bozeman at Livingston. The 53-mile southerly stretch connects Livingston with Gardiner at the north entrance of Yellowstone Park. The highway parallels the Yellowstone River through Paradise Valley, a wide, scenic valley flanked by majestic mountain peaks. The west side of the valley is bordered by the Gallatin Range—Hikes 85–96. The east side of the valley is bordered by the Absaroka and Beartooth Ranges—Hikes 97–110.




  




  A quick glance at the hikes’ summaries will allow you to choose a hike that is appropriate to your ability and desire. An overall map on the next page identifies the locations of most of the hikes. Several other regional maps, as well as maps for each hike, provide the essential details. Many commercial maps are available for further hiking. Suggestions are listed with each hike and also at the end of the table of contents.




  Even though these trails are described as day hikes, many of the trails involve serious backcountry hiking. Reference the hiking statistics listed at the top of each page for an approximation of difficulty, and match the hikes to your ability. Hiking times are calculated for continuous hiking. Allow extra time for exploration. Feel free to hike farther than these day hike suggestions, but be sure to carry additional trail and topographic maps. Use good judgement about your capabilities, and be prepared with adequate clothing and supplies.




  Because many of the hikes are located in high altitude terrain, be aware that the increased elevation will affect your stamina. Weather conditions undoubtedly change throughout the day and seasons. It is imperative to wear warm, layered clothing. Snacks, water, and a basic first aid kit are a must. Both black and grizzly bears inhabit the region, so wear a bear bell and hike in a group whenever possible. Some preparation and forethought will help ensure a safe, enjoyable, and memorable hike.
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  Bridger Mountains and Bangtail Mountains




  HIKES 1–17




  The Bridger Mountains abruptly rise from the north end of Bozeman, forming a backdrop for the city. The 25-mile-long range is a steep fold of sedimentary rock with a distinct rolling spine. The elevation ranges from 5,000 feet up to 9,665 feet at Sacagawea Peak, the highest peak in the range (Hike 11). The range borders the fertile Gallatin Valley on the west and the Bangtail Mountains to the east, divided by Bridger Canyon.




  The Bridgers are surrounded by six mountain ranges. The Gallatin and Madison stretch to the south, the Crazies lie to the east, the Big Belts are to the north, the Elkhorns lie to the northwest, and the Tobacco Roots extend along the west. From atop the ridge, these mountain ranges can all be viewed.




  The Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail parallels the ridge in a steady series of ups and downs, skirting the west side of the peaks. The trail runs 24 miles, from Baldy Mountain, at the “M” picnic area on the south end of the Bridger Range (Hike 18), to Hardscrabble Peak (Hike 10).




  The Bangtail Mountains to the east are a short range within the Bridger Mountains. The Bangtails lie between Bridger Canyon and Shields Valley, north of Bozeman Pass. The mountain range has a network of logging roads and hiking/biking trails.




  Hikes 1–7 explore the west side of the Bridgers, accessed from the Gallatin Valley. Hikes 8–13 travel up the east side of the range from Bridger Canyon. Many of the hikes access the spine of the range and the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail, forming an interconnected network of trails. Hikes 14–17 begin in Bridger Canyon and head eastward into the Bangtail Mountains.
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1. Flathead Pass




  Hiking distance: 4.6 miles round trip




  Hiking time: 2.5 hours




  Elevation gain: 1,200 feet




  Maps: U.S.G.S. Flathead Pass




  Beartooth Publishing: Bozeman, Big Sky, W. Yellowstone




  Summary of hike: Flathead Pass crosses the north end of the Bridger Mountains, connecting the Gallatin Valley on the east with Bridger Canyon on the west. At the 6,922-foot pass is a beautiful alpine meadow covered in wildflowers. The stunning views from the meadow span to the surrounding peaks, Shields Valley, Gallatin Valley, and the Crazy Mountains. The trail is a forested road that hugs Pass Creek and steadily climbs past jagged rock walls and chiseled outcroppings. The narrow road can be driven, but it is rutted and rocky. It is better explored as a hiking or biking route.




  Driving directions: From I-90 and the 7th Avenue overpass, drive 2 miles north on 7th Avenue (which becomes West Frontage Road) to Springhill Road. Turn right (north) and continue 19.3 miles to posted Flathead Pass Road. (En route, the pavement ends at 11.3 miles and becomes Rocky Mountain Road.) Turn right and drive 2.1 miles on the narrow dirt road to the national forest boundary. Park on the side of the road.




  Hiking directions: Head east on the narrow dirt road above Johnson Canyon to the south, and enter the shaded forest. Parallel the north side of Pass Creek, steadily gaining elevation and passing unmarked side roads that veer off from the main trail. At a half mile, pass Trail 528 on the left. Walk through sloping meadows with wildflowers and tree-shaded pockets. Cross under power poles at 0.8 miles by jagged rock walls and chiseled outcroppings in a gorge. Pass through a cattle gate and climb to the open, rolling meadows to Flathead Pass by a fenceline and cattle guard. The vistas extend across Shields Valley to the Crazy Mountains in the east and the Gallatin Valley and Tobacco Root Mountains to the west. This is the turn-around spot.




  To extend the hike, head north one mile up to Horse Mountain (Hike 7), or continue through the alpine meadows along the Horse Mountain Traverse (Hike 8). ∎
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2. North Cottonwood Creek




  Hiking distance: 8 miles round trip




  Hiking time: 4 hours




  Elevation gain: 2,000 feet




  Maps: U.S.G.S. Flathead Pass and Sacagawea Peak




  Beartooth Publishing: Bozeman, Big Sky, W. Yellowstone




  Summary of hike: The headwaters of North Cottonwood Creek form at 8,700 feet on the north slope of Hardscrabble Peak. The cascading creek tumbles down the canyon en route to the Gallatin Valley. This hike steadily follows the white water up the lush canyon, passing small waterfalls and pools to a huge meadow with wildflowers. The 7,700-foot tree-rimmed meadow sits beneath the shadow of Hardscrabble Peak. En route, the trail crosses North Cottonwood Creek three times. The first mile traverses the grassy valley slope through Half Circle Ranch to the national forest boundary at the mouth of the canyon. The access is a privilege granted by the ranch, not an easement. Stay on the trail and help keep the access open.




  This trail can also be hiked as an 8-mile, one-way shuttle to Fairy Lake (Hike 9).




  Driving directions: From I-90 and the 7th Avenue overpass, drive 2 miles north on 7th Avenue (which becomes West Frontage Road) to Springhill Road. Turn right (north) and continue 14.5 miles to the posted trailhead parking area on the right. (En route, the pavement ends at 11.3 miles and becomes Rocky Mountain Road.)




  Hiking directions: Walk through the trailhead gate, and cross the open grassland towards the mountains. The rock-embedded path parallels the ranch fenceline. At 0.7 miles, rock-hop or wade across North Cottonwood Creek. Merge with an old two-track wagon road. Pass through a gate and follow the creek into the mouth of the forested canyon and the gated U.S. forest boundary. Pass through the gate and follow the tumbling whitewater along a series of cascades, small waterfalls, and pools. At 2.3 miles, wade across the creek and follow the north bank. Cross two tributary streams from the north canyon slope, and cross back to the south side of the creek at 3.5 miles. Climb high above the creek on the north-facing wall to a large forested flat with a trickling stream. Cross the stream a couple of times, and follow the stream’s north edge through a sloping meadow beneath Hardscrabble Peak. Curve right around Peak 8558, and follow cairns through the trail-less meadow. This is the turn-around spot.




  To extend the hike, the trail steadily climbs 2 more miles, gaining 1,000 feet to the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail at Bridger Divide. The divide is located at the saddle between Hardscrabble Peak and Sacagawea Peak. ∎
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3. Corbly Gulch




  Hiking distance: 4 miles round trip




  Hiking time: 2.5 hours




  Elevation gain: 1,500 feet




  Maps: U.S.G.S. Miser Creek, Flathead Pass and Sacagawea Peak




  Beartooth Publishing: Bozeman, Big Sky, W. Yellowstone




  Summary of hike: Corbly Creek flows from the west slope of Sacagawea Peak, joining Limestone Creek and Reese Creek on its journey to the East Gallatin River. The trail up Corbly Gulch follows the creek past its headwaters to the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail on the saddle between Hardscrabble Peak and Sacagawea Peak. This hike follows the lower two miles of the trail, beginning from the mouth of the canyon in the Gallatin Valley. The trail leads through forests and meadows beneath the craggy canyon walls and crosses the creek many times to overlooks of the valley and the Tobacco Root Mountains.




  This trail can also be hiked as an 8-mile, one-way shuttle to Fairy Lake (Hike 9).




  Driving directions: From I-90 and the 7th Avenue overpass, drive 2 miles north on 7th Avenue (which becomes West Frontage Road) to Springhill Road. Turn right (north) and continue 8.5 miles to Springhill Community Road on the right. Turn right and drive 1.5 miles to Corbly Gulch Road, just before reaching the Springhill Church. Turn left on the gravel road and zigzag 2 miles to the posted trailhead access on the left. Turn left and park in the spaces on the right.




  Hiking directions: Walk up the rutted two-track road through the open grasslands toward distinct Corbly Gulch. Parallel and cross Corbly Creek, steadily gaining elevation to the mouth of the canyon and the national forest boundary. Follow the north wall of the canyon and pass through a wire gate. Climb through flowered meadows with views of the Bridger Divide. Rock-hop or balance on logs across the creek, and weave uphill to vistas across the Gallatin Valley to the Tobacco Root Mountains. Enter the shade of a pine forest, passing small meadows. Curve left, following a trail sign to the creek. Cross the creek and follow the north edge of the cascading water. At 2 miles, the trail begins zigzagging across the creek six times. This is a good turn-around spot.




  To continue hiking, the trail steadily climbs 4 more miles along the gulch, gaining 2,500 feet to the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail at Bridger Divide. The divide is located at the saddle between Hardscrabble Peak and Sacagawea Peak. ∎
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4. Truman Gulch Trail




  Hiking distance: 5 miles round trip




  Hiking time: 2.5 hours




  Elevation gain: 1,000 feet




  Maps: U.S.G.S. Saddle Peak




  U.S.F.S. Gallatin National Forest: West Half or East Half




  Summary of hike: Truman Gulch sits on the west slope of the Bridger Mountains eight miles north of Bozeman. The stream-fed drainage is tucked between 9,004-foot Ross Peak and 9,159-foot Saddle Peak, directly west of Bridger Bowl Ski Area on the Gallatin Valley side of the range. The Truman Gulch Trail begins at the mouth of the canyon and climbs to the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail below the divide. The trail is surrounded by forested, rolling mountains and follows the course of the creek to overlooks with sweeping vistas. En route are three creek crossings.




  Driving directions: From I-90 and the 7th Avenue overpass, drive 2 miles north on 7th Avenue (which becomes West Frontage Road) to Springhill Road. Turn right (north) and continue 8.5 miles to Springhill Community Road on the right. There is a sign for Truman Gulch. Turn right and continue 1.6 miles to Walker Road. The Springhill Church is on this corner. Turn right and drive 1.1 mile to Forswell Road and turn left. Continue 3 miles to the trailhead parking area at road’s end.




  Hiking directions: Head east into the canyon on the wide trail and pass a horse gate. Cross the creek at 0.2 miles and gradually climb through the forest. Cross the stream two more times at 1.8 miles. A short distance ahead, views open up of the surrounding mountains and several drainages converge. Cross the stream and climb steeply out of the valley for a half mile to the junction with the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail at 2.5 miles. This is the turn-around spot.




  To hike farther, the right fork (south) connects with Bostwick Canyon and Middle Cotton wood Creek Trail (Hike 5). The left fork (north) leads to Ross Pass (Hike 12). ∎
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5. Middle Cottonwood Creek




  Hiking distance: 2.8 miles round trip




  Hiking time: 1.5 hours




  Elevation gain: 450 feet




  Maps: U.S.G.S. Miser Creek and Saddle Peak




  U.S.F.S. Gallatin National Forest: West Half or East Half




  Beartooth Publishing: Bozeman, Big Sky, W. Yellowstone




  Summary of hike: Middle Cottonwood Creek begins in the Bridger Mountains on the upper west slope of Saddle Peak. The creek cascades through the canyon to the Gallatin Valley and joins the East Gallatin River. This hike begins at the mouth of the canyon and follows the cascading whitewater of Middle Cottonwood Creek. The trail climbs toward Saddle Peak through lush riparian vegetation, passing colorful rock formations, small waterfalls, and pools. En route, the trail crosses the creek five times.




  Driving directions: From I-90 and the 7th Avenue overpass, drive 2 miles north on 7th Avenue (which becomes West Frontage Road) to Springhill Road. Turn right (north) and continue 3.4 miles to Toohey Road on the right. There is a sign for Middle Cottonwood Creek. Turn right and drive 1.7 miles to Walker Road. Turn right again and continue 3.2 miles to the trailhead parking area at road’s end.




  Hiking directions: Head east past large boulders, and cross a footbridge over Middle Cottonwood Creek. Continue up the canyon, and cross a log over the creek at 0.4 miles. Follow the course of the creek past cascades and pools. The canyon narrows at 0.8 miles. Boulder hop to the north side of the creek amid moss-covered rock formations.




  At one mile, the trail joins the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail. To the right, the trail crosses the creek and heads 6 miles south to the M Trail (Hike 18). Continue straight ahead up the canyon. Zigzag up Baldy Mountain to a ridge overlooking the surrounding drainages at 1.4 miles. This is the turn-around spot.




  To hike farther, the trail traverses the west slope of Bridger Peak and Saddle Peak on the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail, connecting to the north with Bostwick Canyon and Truman Gulch (Hike 4). ∎
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6. Sypes Canyon Trail




  Hiking distance: 4 miles round trip




  Hiking time: 2 hours




  Elevation gain: 1,000 feet




  Maps: U.S.G.S. Bozeman and Kelly Creek




  U.S.F.S. Gallatin National Forest: West Half or East Half




  Beartooth Publishing: Bozeman, Big Sky, W. Yellowstone




  Summary of hike: Sypes Canyon is located on the southwest flank of Baldy Mountain at the southern end of the Bridger Mountains. The Sypes Canyon Trail begins at the edge of the Gallatin Valley and climbs up the creek-fed canyon to the Bridger Foothills National Recreation Trail. The hike leads through a lush, shady forest up the south canyon wall to an overlook. From the overlook are great vistas of Bozeman; the expansive Gallatin Valley; and the Madison, Gallatin, and Tobacco Root mountain ranges.
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