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  Introduction:

  The American President

  The president is the elected leader of the United States. The president represents the executive branch of the government, with the houses of Congress representing the legislative (lawmaking) branch and the Supreme Court representing the judicial branch. These three branches create a delicate balance of power. The chief executive is answerable to the other two branches, as they are answerable to the executive branch.

  [image: image]

  A Balance of Power

  The nation’s founders never intended to place a “leader for life” at the head of the country. After breaking free of the British monarchy, they knew that it would be foolish to adopt the same system that they had fought so hard to shed. But at the end of the Revolutionary War, the United States was in real need of leadership. The country entered a financial depression, and several states began to talk about leaving the Union. With little power and little money, the Continental Congress, the first government of the United States, was not a strong governing body. In 1787 the Constitutional Convention addressed this problem by forming a government that gave greater executive power to one individual but also included a system of checks and balances to prevent misuse of that power.

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	“
      	
         

      
    

  

  A president’s hardest task is not to do what is right but to know what is right.”

  —LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON

  This new leader, unlike a king, queen, or other hereditary ruler, would serve for limited terms of four years. This “revolution by vote”—allowing citizens to change whole administrations at regular intervals—was a radical notion. Many nations considered it a noble experiment but one doomed to fail. They believed that strong presidents would declare themselves monarchs for life, and weak presidents would be thrown out of office. Yet this “experiment” in democracy has worked for more than two centuries and shows no sign of faltering.

  The title of “president” came from the Continental Congress, whose head was called “President of the United States of America in Congress Assembled.” This mouthful was usually shortened to “President of the United States.” The Constitution also established that the president must be a natural-born citizen at least 35 years old and must have resided in the country for 14 years.

  Duties of the Office

  The president’s duties are varied, but they are also surprisingly limited. The president appoints ambassadors, judges of the federal courts, and members of the cabinet, a group of advisors. The president cannot introduce laws but can make a yearly agenda known to the Congress with the annual State of the Union Address. As commander in chief, the president oversees military actions and plans strategy, but the ability to declare war is in the hands of Congress. Although the president is also able to shape foreign policy and make treaties, any treaties must pass the Senate by a two-thirds vote.

  Presidential Benefits

  The presidential family, or first family, makes its home in the White House and is entitled to medical care, transportation, and kitchen and housekeeping services. Agents of the US Secret Service protect the president and first family, whether at home or abroad. The president also receives a salary. George W. Bush’s 2007 salary was $400,000 per year, technically less than Washington’s salary of $25,000, which translates in modern dollars to $566,000. Since 1959 all former presidents have received pensions, as well as travel expenses and mail privileges.

  Two customized Boeing 747 airplanes fly the president wherever necessary. Whichever one carries the president is called “Air Force One” (as is any aircraft that carries the president). The personal presidential helicopter is known as “Marine One.” Since 1954 the president’s official musical anthem has been “Hail to the Chief,” played to announce the president’s appearance at public events.
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  Air Force One, the president’s plane, flies over Mount Rushmore.
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  Gerald Ford consulting his advisors in the White House’s Oval Office, where American presidents have conducted business since 1909.

  Even presidents get to take vacations, and many return to their home states to relax. Others set up an informal “White House” at a favorite fishing, golfing, or hunting resort. The president’s official country retreat is Camp David in Maryland. Originally called Shangri-la by Franklin Roosevelt, it was renamed by Dwight Eisenhower, in honor of his grandson David. Presidents have also used Camp David to host foreign dignitaries, starting with Winston Churchill in 1943.

  Beginning with Herbert Hoover, retiring presidents have established presidential libraries in their home states. These libraries contain documents, artifacts, gifts of state, and museum exhibits, and they also offer public programs.

  Today the president is recognized worldwide as the leader of a major economic and military power. Let us hope that future presidents will continue to use this power for the good of America and of all nations.


  The Founding Presidents
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  George Washington, shown standing behind the desk at right, presides over the Constitutional Convention, which met in Philadelphia in 1787.

  The founding presidents of the United States were George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. All four had served in the Continental Congress and fought for freedom from British rule, either as soldiers or as legislators. Each one had great hopes for the new country, and each held a strong opinion on what direction the country should take.

  At the end of the American Revolution, the United States no longer had a king to establish laws, collect taxes, oversee the military, create foreign policy, or keep the peace. For leadership the new nation immediately looked to its so-called Founding Fathers: patriots of wealth, education, courage, political experience, and—most importantly—high ideals.

  “Human nature itself is ever-more an advocate for liberty.”

  —JOHN ADAMS

  The Founders

  As the victorious commander in chief of the Continental Army, George Washington was the natural choice to lead the nation, and the electoral college unanimously elected him president. Washington, like the Federalists, believed that a strong central government was best for the country. Yet he understood that the restrictions the Constitution placed on him—and all future presidents—also benefited the nation. He found the middle ground, creating a strong government that did not infringe on individual liberty. He was sure that the country should avoid party politics and that individual states should not put their own interests before that of the whole country.

  John Adams was a Federalist . . . and also a realist. He believed that people are basically selfish and further acknowledged that social classes existed—“the gentlemen and the simple men”—and that an effective government must accept this reality. Adams preferred the idea of a republic run by learned men to Thomas Jefferson’s broader ideal of a democracy ruled by the people. Jefferson broke with Washington on the issue of party politics and founded the Democratic-Republicans, who favored states’ rights and opposed the Federalists. Jefferson argued that “the government that governed least, governed best.” He also disagreed with Adams on human nature, believing that people were good and decent.

  James Madison, another Republican for states’ rights, carried on the reforms Jefferson began during his presidency. With his major roles in creating both the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, Madison was perhaps the most influential of the founding presidents in the long term.

  Challenges to a New Nation

  As war raged between England and France, the new country faced pressure to join in the fray. Washington and Jefferson managed to remain neutral, in spite of both countries’ preying on American shipping. Adams, likewise, claimed his greatest accomplishment was avoiding war with France. Madison was no longer able to avoid war, though, and during his term the country took up arms against Britain in the War of 1812.

  The founders all agreed on the issue of religious tolerance, one of the most important freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution. Washington was open-minded about religion and attended Quaker, German Reformed, and Roman Catholic services. Adams helped author the Massachusetts Constitution, which required local governments to pay for schooling in the Protestant religion. Adams explained to his critics that you don’t have to believe in Protestantism, but if you want the good, fair-minded citizens that that religion inspires, you have to pay for it.

  
    WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?

    Democracy A system of government identified by majority rule, competitive elections, and freedom of speech and of the press

    Electoral College A set of people who are empowered to elect a candidate to an office

    Federalist A political party supporting the creation of a strong central government

    Republic A state or country not led by a hereditary monarch and where the citizens have an impact on government

    States’ Rights A doctrine favoring the strict interpretation of the Constitution—limiting federal power and returning it to individual states

  

  Even though he did not hold traditional religious beliefs, Jefferson was a staunch supporter of freedom of religion . . . or the freedom to have no religion at all. Madison added this caution: “And I have no doubt that every new example will succeed, as every past one has done, in showing that religion and Government will both exist in greater purity, the less they are mixed together.”

  These four remarkable men helped the country through its early growing pains and set the standards of behavior, diplomacy, and insight that many subsequent presidents have tried to emulate.

  
    THE COLONIAL ALL-STARS

    To better understand their roles, imagine the first four presidents in a sports competition. Washington is team captain (commander in chief and president), Adams is the star player who gets the ball rolling (pushes Congress for independence, heads the Declaration Committee), Jefferson writes the play book (the Declaration of Independence), and Madison acts as referee (determines how the rules should be interpreted by creating the Constitution and Bill of Rights).

  

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	
George Washington
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      	“The Father of His Country”
      	1789–1797
    

  

  1st President
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  The measure of a great man is often that his character and his abilities match perfectly with the challenges that he is required to meet. George Washington was such a man. Tall and imposing, he seemed born to become “Father of His Country.” As a military commander, he freed the 13 colonies from the grip of a tyrannical king. As the nation’s first president, Washington guided it wisely through new and uncharted waters.

  He was born in Westmoreland County to an aristocratic family of Virginia planters. In 1754 he received a commission as a lieutenant colonel and fought in the French and Indian War.

  In 1759 Washington returned to his plantation near Mount Vernon and married a widow, Martha Dandridge Custis. Like many other planters, he was not happy with the harsh restrictions the British placed on the sale of American goods. He voiced these complaints in Virginia’s House of Burgesses, though always in a moderate tone.

  Commander in Chief

  When the Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia in 1775, it elected Washington commander in chief of the Continental Army, and in July of that year he met his ragged troops for the first time in Cambridge, Massachusetts. In a campaign that ranged through most of the 13 colonies, Washington barely managed to avoid defeat. With the arrival of French allies, he was finally able to break the British hold. In 1781 he forced the surrender of General Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia.

  “Associate with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation; for it is better to be alone than in bad company.”

  Although America’s independence was soon established, the nation was not prospering, so in 1787 Washington attended the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia to help draft rules for a new government. After the Constitution was approved, the electoral college unanimously elected Washington first president of the United States.

  During his two terms Washington recognized and respected that the Constitution gave national policy-making power to the Congress. Foreign policy, on the other hand, became a major concern to him. Near the end of his first term, to Washington’s dismay, two political parties began to form. Afraid that this might lead to national discord, he warned against “excessive party spirit and geographical distinctions” in his Farewell Address.

  After his presidency, Washington returned to Mount Vernon. Three years later he suffered a serious throat infection and died. The national mourning went on for months. The country’s new capital was called Washington in his honor.

  
    
    BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS

    Birth February 22, 1732, Pope’s Creek, Westmoreland County, Virginia

    Religion Anglican/Episcopalian

    Education Private tutors

    Occupation Surveyor; soldier; planter

    Other Offices Member of Virginia House of Burgesses; member of Continental Congress; chairman of Constitutional Convention

    Military Service Lieutenant colonel in French and Indian War; aide to General Braddock; commander in chief of Continental Army

    Political Party No party affiliation

    Vice President John Adams

    Age at Inauguration 57

    Death December 14, 1799, Mount Vernon, Virginia
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  Martha Washington was known in her lifetime as “Lady Washington.”

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	“
      	
         

      
    

  

  My mother was the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I owe to my mother. I attribute all my success in life to the moral, intellectual and physical education I received from her.”

  —GEORGE WASHINGTON

  
    DID YOU KNOW . . . ?

    •    Washington was the first president to free his slaves.

    •    His inaugural speech became a tradition and set the bar for other presidents who followed him.

    •    Nelson, a handsome bay, was the president’s favorite mount and became America’s “First Horse.”

    •    Washington’s favorite foods were ice cream and fish.

    •    Washington’s image has appeared on the dollar bill, the quarter, and many postage stamps.

    •    Washington is one of the four presidents whose face is carved into Mount Rushmore.
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    Mount Rushmore’s image of George Washington.

  

  
    THE WASHINGTON FAMILY

    Father Augustine Washington (1694–1743)

    Occupation Planter

    Mother Mary Ball Washington (1708–1789)

    Wife Martha Dandridge Custis

    Birth June 21, 1731, Kent County, Virginia

    Marriage January 6, 1759

    Death May 22, 1802, Mount Vernon, Virginia

    Stepchildren John “Jack” Parke Custis (1754–1781); Martha “Patsy” Custis (1756–1773)

    Grandchildren Eleanor “Nelly” Parke Custis (1779–1852); George Washington “Little Wash” Parke Custis (1781–1857)
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    The Washingtons with “Little Wash,” Nelly, and servant William Lee.
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  In 1848 construction began on a soaring monument to honor the nation’s most cherished founding president. At its completion the Washington Monument was the tallest structure in the country.

  
    WASHINGTON THE GENERAL

    [image: image]

    October 17, 1781, Lord Cornwallis of Britain surrenders his army to General Washington at Yorktown, Virginia. With the aid of French allies, Washington had secured a revolutionary victory for the colonies.

    In 1776, with the arrival of 30,000 British troops in New York and the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, the Revolutionary War was intensifying. General Washington knew he would be leading his untried troops into battle against seasoned British soldiers and fierce Hessian mercenaries. Realizing that his army was not trained for traditional combat, Washington made a fateful decision. He would have his troops attack the British and then fall back. In a report to Congress, he wrote, “we should on all Occasions avoid a general Action, or put anything to the Risque, unless compelled by a necessity, into which we ought never to be drawn.” The more regimented British generals were not accustomed to this strike-and-retreat type of warfare; it wasn’t “sporting.” In spite of Washington’s tactics, his men battled for six long years against far greater numbers, enduring much hardship and deprivation.

  

  
    WASHINGTON AVOIDS ANOTHER WAR

    After the French Revolution led to war between England and France, Washington found himself caught between his secretary of state, Thomas Jefferson, who favored the French, and his secretary of the treasury, Alexander Hamilton, who was for the British. Washington chose to remain neutral, allowing the county to find its footing before engaging in any further conflicts.
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    Thomas Jefferson, shown standing, served as the United States’ first secretary of state. Alexander Hamilton, seated third from left, served as the first secretary of the treasury.

  

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	“
      	
         

      
    

  

  Humanity has won its battle. Liberty now has a country.”

  —MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE
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    WASHINGTON THE SURVEYOR

    George Washington’s boyhood home lay at the edge of a wilderness that stretched 2,500 miles, all the way to the Pacific Ocean. As a young man of 16, Washington crossed the frontier on several surveying expeditions for Thomas, Lord Fairfax. It’s possible that these glimpses of a rugged and endless paradise showed him the true potential of America—both for exploration and expansion.
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    Washington drew on his early surveying experience to make this map of his Mount Vernon plantation.

  

  
    MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE

    W hen the Marquis de Lafayette, a young French nobleman, learned of the 13 colonies’ struggle for independence, he resolved to help them. In 1777 he landed in Philadelphia, where the Continental Congress, impressed by his fervor for the American cause, commissioned him a major general. Lafayette served on George Washington’s staff, and the two men became lifelong friends. Lafayette refused to support a group of officers who were trying to have Washington relieved of duty. Lafayette returned to France, intent on gaining French support and funding for the Revolution. In 1780 French ships arrived in America with troops and supplies.
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    French aristocrat Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette, so believed in the revolutionary cause that he agreed to serve in both the American and French revolutions.

  

  
    Timeline of the Washington Presidency
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John Adams
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      	“The Colossus of Independence”
      	1797–1801
    

  

  2nd President
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  John Adams was argumentative, headstrong, and a little sensitive, especially about his short stature. Yet Adams brought such fierce determination to the cause of American liberty that he stands shoulder to shoulder with George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin as a founder of the United States.

  Early Years

  Born in Braintree, Massachusetts, Adams was the son of a farmer. He attended Harvard College and chose to teach for several years before studying law. It was his habit to write down his impressions of events and people, a custom that served him well as a lawyer. One case he reported on was James Otis’s argument on the legality of the writs of assistance—warrants that allowed officers of the British Crown to search any property or person. Adams, along with many other colonists, objected to this gross misuse of power, which inflamed his growing resentment against British rule.

  In Abigail Smith, the daughter of a minister from Weymouth, Massachusetts, Adams found his soul mate. Through long separations, the couple kept up a steady and intimate correspondence.

  As delegate to the First and Second Continental Congress, Adams was the leading voice for the cause of independence. During the war the government sent him on diplomatic missions to France and Holland, where he borrowed funds to finance the Revolution. He also helped negotiate the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which ended the war.

  An Uneasy Partnership

  Adams served two terms as vice president under Washington, chafing at the position, which left him with little to do. In 1796 he was elected president, with Thomas Jefferson, from the opposing party, as his vice president. It was not a happy partnership.

  Like Washington, Adams took a strong role in American foreign policy, negotiating with both the British and French to stop the seizing of American merchant ships. His term was marked by the building up of the military and the passing of the Alien and Sedition Acts—aimed at foreign immigrants and domestic adversaries. Adams narrowly lost the election of 1800 to Jefferson, which increased the rift between the two men.

  “People and nations are forged in the fires of adversity.”

  Twelve years later Adams and Jefferson made up, and when Adams died on July 4, 1826—on the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence—his last words were, “Thomas Jefferson survives.” He could not know that Jefferson had died at Monticello only hours earlier.

  Adams lived long enough to see his son John Quincy become the sixth United States president.

  
    
    BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS

    Birth October 30, 1735, Braintree (now Quincy), Massachusetts

    Religion Congregationalist/Unitarian

    Education Harvard College (graduated 1755)

    Occupation Teacher; lawyer

    Other Offices Member of Continental Congress; commissioner to France; minister to the Netherlands; minister to England; vice president

    Political Party Federalist

    Vice President Thomas Jefferson

    Age at Inauguration 61

    Death July 4, 1826, Braintree, Massachusetts

  

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	“
      	
         

      
    

  

  Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands. Remember all men would be tyrants if they could.”

  —ABIGAIL ADAMS, TO JOHN, WHO WAS DRAFTING THE CONSTITUTION
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  Abigail Adams, witty and independent, championed the rights of women, writing to her husband at the Constitutional Convention to “Remember the Ladies.”

  
    DID YOU KNOW . . . ?

    •    John and Abigail Adams were the first presidential couple to move into the White House. Since the building was under construction and the yard was muddy, Abigail hung her wet laundry in the Blue Room to dry.

    •    After he suggested addressing new president Washington as “His Majesty,” the stout Adams quickly gained the nickname “His Rotundity.”

    •    Adams’s favorite horse was named Cleopatra.

    •    Adams’s crypt is at United First Parish Church in Quincy, known as the Church of the Presidents.

    •    Adams, who died at age 90, was the longest-lived person to be elected to both the vice presidency and the presidency.

  

  
    THE ADAMS FAMILY

    Father John Adams (1691–1761)

    Occupation Farmer

    Mother Susanna Boylston Adams (1709–1797)

    Wife Abigail Smith Adams

    Birth November 23, 1744, Weymouth, Massachusetts

    Marriage October 25, 1764

    Death October 28, 1818, Braintree, Massachusetts

    Children Abigail Amelia (1765–1813); John Quincy (1767–1848); Susannah (1768–1770); Charles (1770–1800); Thomas Boylston (1772–1832); Elizabeth (1775)
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    John Quincy, Adams’s oldest son.

  

  
    Timeline of the Adams Presidency
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  The White House Story

  The White House is more than just the home of the president and his family. It is the president’s business office, his “embassy” when meeting foreign dignitaries, and often his refuge.

  Design Competition

  Although he never lived in it, George Washington came up with the idea of a formal presidential residence. In 1790 he signed an act of Congress to create a federal district “not more than ten miles square on the River Potomac.” As Washington walked the area with city planner Pierre-Charles L’Enfant, his gaze was drawn to a small, scenic hill beside Goose Creek. This, he decided, would be the site of the residence.

  Nine architects (including an anonymous Thomas Jefferson) submitted proposals to a competition held to determine the plan for the building. Washington chose James Hoban’s design for a simple, elegant, three-story structure finished in pale sandstone. At Washington’s urging, Irish-born Hoban increased the size and added a large reception area, the East Room.

  Construction began in 1792. Scottish immigrants laid the walls, and Italian and Irish workers bricked and plastered them. When money ran short, the design changed to two stories, as it remains today, although there are actually six levels. In the late 1820s the North and South Porticos were added.

  “I pray Heaven to bestow the Blessings on this House and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise Men ever rule under this roof.”

  —JOHN ADAMS, IN A LETTER TO ABIGAIL
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  George Washington and White House competition-winning architect James Hoban overseeing the building’s construction.

  Moving In

  John Adams was the first president to reside in the house, then called the Presidential Palace. He was not impressed with the unplastered walls or the noise of workmen.

  Jefferson held an open house in the mansion to celebrate his inauguration, and this practice became a tradition. By Lincoln’s time the celebration had gotten out of hand, with guests spilling out onto the lawns. During Grover Cleveland’s first inauguration, he reviewed the troops from a flag-draped platform in front of the White House. This gave rise to the inaugural parade that ends with the new president taking the oath of office.

  Home Improvement

  In 1891 President Theodore Roosevelt carried out a White House renovation and expansion, which included the construction of the West Wing, home to the Oval Office where the president conducts the business of state.

  Eventually, the many additions to the wood-frame building took a toll, and in 1948, during the term of Harry Truman, the White House was in danger of collapse. The Trumans moved to nearby Blair House, as workers installed an internal steel frame and reconstructed all the rooms. They also dug two sub-basements, along with a bomb shelter—a sign of the Cold War times.

  
    
    Saving History

    Its cramped and shabby living quarters, infested with rats, inspired First Lady Caroline Harrison to draw up plans for a renovation of the White House. She never got approval for her plan but did undertake an important project, cataloging furniture, pictures, and decorative objects of historic value in the mansion, ensuring their preservation.
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    Caroline Harrison’s renovation plan.

  

  
    WHITE HOUSE FACTS

    The complex consists of the Executive Residence and the East and West Wings. Frederick Law Olmsted designed the landscaped grounds, which now contain a number of gardens, including the famous Rose Garden—created by First Lady Louise Wilson in 1913—and the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden. Among the oldest trees on the property are magnolias planted by Andrew Jackson. The sweeping South Lawn is used for public events.

  

  
    DID YOU KNOW . . . ?

    •    The White House has 132 rooms, 35 bathrooms, and 6 levels in the residence. There are also 412 doors, 147 windows, 28 fireplaces, 8 staircases, and 3 elevators.

    •    It’s been called the “President’s Palace,” the “President’s House,” and the “Executive Mansion.” Theodore Roosevelt officially dubbed it the “White House” in 1901.

    •    With five full-time chefs, the White House kitchen is able to serve dinner to as many as 140 guests and hors d’oeuvres to more than 1,000 . . . and can rustle up a grilled cheese sandwich in the middle of the night.

    •    The White House requires 570 gallons of paint to cover its outside surface.

    •    The White House has a variety of recreation facilities, including a tennis court, jogging track, swimming pool, movie theater, and bowling alley.

  

  
    Interior Design

    The White House interior has gone through many alterations, based on the tastes of the time, from elegant Federal furnishings to fussy Victorian clutter. In the 1960s stylish Jacqueline Kennedy restored many of the historic objects that had been packed away or sold, designating a period theme for each room. When the work was completed, the first lady gave a TV tour of the redecorated White House. Sales of the guidebook helped fund the restoration.
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    The Blue Room in 1962, featuring portraits of past presidents.
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    The Red Room after refurbishing in 1962.

  

  
    Good Times and Bad

    The White House has been the scene of many joyful occasions, from engagements and marriages to births and birthday parties, as well as somber ones. Eight presidents and three first ladies died while living there, as did a number of presidential children. Abraham Lincoln laid in state (on view for public tribute) in the East Room after his assassination, and so did William McKinley. John F. Kennedy’s body was brought there from Dallas before public viewing in the Rotunda of the Capitol.
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    A jubilant crowd descends on the White House for Andrew Jackson’s 1829 inaugural reception.

  

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	
Thomas Jefferson
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      	“The Man of the People”
      	1801–1809
    

  

  3rd President
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  Thomas Jefferson was a true Renaissance man—architect, musician, horticulturist, author, and inventor. By birth Jefferson was an American aristocrat, yet he spent his life working toward the causes of liberty and religious tolerance.

  Jefferson was born in Albemarle County, Virginia, to a prominent family of planters. An avid student, Jefferson received a classical education from private tutors, and after graduating from the College of William and Mary, he read law. His Palladian-style home, Monticello, was still under construction when he courted and married Martha Skelton, a young widow. She died after giving birth to their sixth child, and Jefferson never remarried.

  As a member of Virginia’s House of Burgesses, Jefferson was asked to attend the Continental Congress in Philadelphia. Jefferson was not known as a great speaker, but he more than made up for this with his ability as a writer. It was “Long Tom” the Congress turned to when it was time to specify the reasons for declaring independence from Great Britain. Jefferson became Virginia’s governor during the American Revolution, and in 1785 he replaced Benjamin Franklin as minister to France. His love of the French people led Jefferson to sympathize with France’s own revolution.

  Leading the Democratic-Republicans

  During Washington’s presidency two conflicting political parties formed: the Federalists, who favored a strong central government, and the Democratic-Republicans, who believed in the rights of the states. Jefferson soon became the leader of the Democratic-Republicans, and in 1796 they offered him the nomination for president. He lost to John Adams by three votes. Although a member of the opposing party, Jefferson was declared vice president. In 1800 voters elected him president.

  As president Jefferson cut military spending, drastically trimmed the budget, eliminated an unpopular whiskey tax, and still managed to reduce the national debt by a third. During his second term, as the Napoleonic War raged in Europe, he tried to remain neutral, caught between England and France as both countries continued to harass US merchant ships. His solution, ultimately an unpopular one, was to declare an embargo, or legal prohibition on commerce, on American shipping.

  “Every generation needs a new revolution.”

  After two terms Jefferson retired to Monticello, where he continued to follow public affairs. He was the founder and architect of the University of Virginia, which was the first university in the United States to separate education from the teaching of religion. The campus he created was designed around a library rather than a church.

  Thomas Jefferson died on July 4, 1826, the very same day that friend and rival John Adams died.

  
    
    BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS

    Birth April 13, 1743, Shadwell, Virginia

    Religion No formal religion

    Education College of William and Mary (graduated 1762)

    Career Lawyer; planter

    Other Offices Member of Virginia House of Burgesses; member of Continental Congress; governor of Virginia; minister to France; secretary of state; vice president

    Political Party Democratic-Republican

    Vice President Aaron Burr; George Clinton

    Age at Inauguration 57

    Death July 4, 1826, Monticello, Charlottesville, Virginia
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    A statue of Jefferson stands in the rotunda of the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, DC, which was built in the 1940s.

  

  
    DID YOU KNOW . . . ?

    •    The Jefferson Memorial in Washington, DC, was dedicated on April 13, 1943, on the 200th anniversary of Jefferson’s birth.

    •    Jefferson, along with George Washington, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln, appears on sculptor Gutzon Borglum’s Mount Rushmore Memorial.

    •    Jefferson kept a caged mockingbird in his office.

    •    Jefferson was a skilled violinist.

    •    Jefferson’s favorite foods were spoon bread, ice cream, and pancakes.
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      	“
      	
         

      
    

  

  When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on.”

  —THOMAS JEFFERSON

  
    THE JEFFERSON FAMILY

    Father Peter Jefferson (1708–1757)

    Occupation Planter

    Mother Jane Randolph Jefferson (1720–1776)
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