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PRAISE FOR AWAKE IN THE DAWN





Not always are musicians also composers. Craig Smith is both. Not always are composers of music also lyricists. Again, Craig is both. And rarely are composers also authors of books. Once again, Craig is both. Add to all of these the seasoned musings of a veteran pastor, a man who has walked with Jesus day-by-day for decades. These components coalesce in Awake in the Dawn, providing an incisive devotional that will enrich your year and point each day toward eternal verities. I’m so glad Craig has opened his heart to share his daily journey with us. This is one book you’ll return to year after year.


—David Shibley, Founder of Global Advance


I just finished reading Craig Smith’s new book Awake in the Dawn nearly from cover to cover. Wow…it is to the point, loaded with encouragement, and a perfect length to help you get started on the right foot every morning. I’ve known Craig for forty years, and I can personally testify that he is a source of powerful spiritual insights for your mind and spirit. When you get your copy of Awake in the Dawn, please don’t let it be one of those books that just lies around the house. Be sure to read it for it may be the very tool you’ve been searching for to make a big difference in your spiritual life.


—Rick Renner, Pastor, teacher, author, broadcaster


I have known Craig Smith for over twenty years and after reading this book, I can tell you it is the perfect reflection of his heart and ministry. Craig’s spirit and life mirror a devotion and heart for God like few people I have ever met. I need this daily guidance, this daily moment, this daily remembrance of the heart of God for me, and I encourage you to get this book and use it as intended…to bring you into the presence of a God and immerse your life in Him daily.


—Chris Thomason, President & CEO of in:ciite media


I am so excited to have a daily tool to fix my eyes back on truth. A good day starts with a good morning, and this devotional lays out the blueprints for everything you need to be spiritually focused and ready for the struggles of each day. Craig is full of so much wisdom, and I know he lives by every principle laid out in this book.


—Shay Mooney, multi-music and Grammy Award-winning singer and songwriter


I have known Craig Smith since I first heard his marvelous recording Hymns. Later he graced my Songs for Worship Volume II by singing in the choir where his golden tenor voice is clearly heard. It has been a joy to watch his journey into the pastorate and as he tirelessly helps orphans in Africa. He has blessed them, and me. This devotional springs from Craig’s prayerful heart. It is not another theological treatment of the Our Father, of which Church Fathers and great theologians have already written masterfully. It is a simple and beautifully written prayer. I pray it brings the reader back to the heart of God the Father through Christ the Son in the anointing of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus,


—John Michael Talbot, Founder, Spiritual Father, and General Minister of The Brothers and Sisters of Charity Little Portion Hermitage


I highly recommend Awake in the Dawn because I can highly recommend the author, my dear friend Craig Smith. Someone has said that true devotion is proven not by years, but by decades. I have known Craig for fifty years, and I can say I deeply admire his honest and true devotion to Jesus. He does not find his identity in what he has accomplished, or is doing, but rather in being a worshipper and a son of the Living God. Out of that root of integrity comes the fruit of this anointed book—a call back to the simplicity of devotion to Christ, and an evergreen first love. It brings us back to the sure foundation of the Lord’s prayer, both for our lives and our prayers. May the Lord use this in your life to bring forth more of the image of Jesus in your life and the power of Jesus in your prayers.


—Rick Ridings, Founder Succat Hallel 24/7 House of Prayer overlooking the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, international speaker, and author of Shifting Nations Through Houses of Prayer


Awake in the Dawn is wonderful offering and tool for encouraging much-needed and consistent devotional quiet times.


—Jaci Velasquez, platinum-selling celebrity, award-winning recording artist, author, radio/TV host, and speaker


I have known Craig Smith for over forty years, and we have worked on many projects together. None is more timely than his latest, Awake in the Dawn, a book of daily meditative devotionals based on the Lord’s Prayer, the first prayer Jesus taught us to pray. I have seen Craig’s walk with God throughout our friendship, his dedication above all to the Lord’s will, and the sacrifices he’s made to bring others to Christ, feed the hungry, give homes to the homeless—even literally risk his life to protect members of his flock. And yet, even with all those amazing experiences, what we have in Awake in the Dawn is Craig sitting on his back porch sharing in his simple, soft-spoken style, essential precepts, and teachings that will change our lives…if we’ll pay attention! I highly recommend you start all your days with this wonderful book.


—Paul Mills, composer/mix engineer of War Room, Woodlawn, Overcomer, producer/mixer I Can Only Imagine, I Still Believe, artists Heather Headley, Twila Paris, Don Moen, Robin Mark, and Phillips, Craig and Dean


Jesus offered us his best template for prayer in what we call the Lord’s Prayer. Awake in the Dawn uses this template to guide its readers along a year-long spiritual journey in solid biblical prayer path whether someone is just beginning to learn how to pray or already well established in their devotional time.


—Mark Schultz, platinum-selling, Dove Award-winning recording artist and author


In a world that has become challenged by disruptions, aggressions, uncertainties, and insecurities, Awake in the Dawn leads us on a daily path to hope and stability from the ancient, but proven keys within the Lord’s Prayer.


—Rudy Pérez, 5-time Grammy Award-winning songwriter, producer, artist, and author


Singer, songwriter, and author Craig Smith has penned another masterpiece. Awake in the Dawn is a beautifully written daily devotional with 365 thought-provoking reminders about what is true in our lives and how knowing that truth changes us. Spend a few minutes here every day and find peace, safety, and direction.


—Dennis Welch, Author, songwriter, encourager, President and CEO of Articulāte, former senior staff writer at Gallup
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INTRODUCTION




Morning by morning He wakens me and opens my understanding to His will.


Isaiah 50:4





On the morning just before I began writing this introduction, I looked through the front window of my home. There was just enough light to see a mist hovering over the field between the house and the wooded hillside, and I could see deer foraging gracefully in the green grass.


I quietly opened the door, stepped out onto the porch, and immediately heard the soothing lull of the whip-poor-will, the tree frogs croaking, and the chirp of crickets. After a few moments of standing in the gentle sounds of predawn, I retreated indoors to one of my favorite spots to read, pray, and quietly contemplate.


I love early mornings, and for a very long time now they have been most precious, almost sacred, to me. Early mornings are usually quiet, still, uncluttered, and they make for a good time to spiritually prepare for the day. I started this practice years ago when our children were small. Often, the beginning hours of the morning—those hours before the daylight readies itself to appear on the horizon—were the only quiet moments in those early years of our family.


However, it seems I’m not the only one who enjoys early mornings for spiritual preparation. The prophet Isaiah appears to have preferred them (Isaiah 50:4), and the psalmist David favored them writing, “Wake up, my heart! Wake up, O lyre and harp! I will wake the dawn with my song” (Ps. 57:8). More importantly, Jesus Christ, the one whom we’re to pattern our life after, also treasured the early morning hours, “Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated place to pray” (Mark 1:35).


Whether you’re a 4 a.m. or 9 a.m. person, Awake in the Dawn is a simple and brief daily offering of encouragement from a fellow pilgrim and brother in Christ, and it is designed to give you a time of spiritual reflection, helping you start your day in a prayerful stance. As you read these offerings, my hope is you will daily fall a bit deeper in love with Christ, the lover of our souls.


Each day’s writings follow one of the main themes of the Lord’s Prayer. In a year, you will have had the opportunity to pray and apply the pattern of the Lord’s Prayer fifty-two times. My hope is that, by diving into the major themes of the Lord’s Prayer throughout the year, your relationship with the Lord will grow and be strengthened. Every daily devotional in Awake in the Dawn provides a scripture, a written thought concerning the passage, and a suggested concluding prayer, but please feel free to make your sacred prayer time your own.


Blessings,


Craig










HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL


Awake in the Dawn includes 365 individual devotionals, one for each day of the year, that each follows one of the seven main themes of the Lord’s Prayer. Let’s start by examining the Lord’s Prayer together. Jesus instructs us to pray this way in Matthew 6:9–13:




Our Father in heaven,


may your name be kept holy.


May your Kingdom come soon.


May your will be done on earth,


as it is in heaven.


Give us today the food we need,


and forgive us our sins,


as we have forgiven those who sin against us.


And don’t let us yield to temptation,


but rescue us from the evil one.





Looking closely, we can see there are six main themes found in the above prayer, and when we incorporate what’s commonly referred to the “Lord’s Prayer doxology,” we find seven:




	A moment of praise and worship: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.



	A plea for God to reign and accomplish his will in the earth: May your kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.



	A request for provision: Give us today the food we need.



	A request for redemption for ourselves and others: Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.



	A request for holy conviction and protection: Don’t let us yield to temptation.



	A request for redemption from and protection against the enemy: But rescue us from the evil one.



	A concluding moment of praise and worship within the Lord’s Prayer doxology: For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.






Every week, the devotions will center on those themes and in that order. For each day, there are three individual sections: Word, a scripture included for meditation; Thought, a provided reflection on the scripture or day’s theme; and Prayer, a written prayer offered to jump-start your prayer time.


Feel free to think of this devotional as a tool to encourage your morning time of reflection with the Lord, allowing you to dive deeper into scripture and personal connection with Jesus. I hope Awake in the Dawn provides a genuine source to strengthen your prayer life, and helps you grow in your love for and understanding of the Lord as you accompany him in his wonderful and unparalleled spiritual adventure for you.










January 1 CREATED FOR WORSHIP



WORD




Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.


“I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.”


“Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’ ”


Matthew 4:8–10





THOUGHT


Near the conclusion of his forty-day desert experience, Jesus revealed the divine design for all humanity: You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.


This response followed an offer from the evil one to lure Jesus from the will of God to a destructive path for him and would ultimately lead to hopelessness for all humanity, but Jesus would have no part of it. With a quick reply, the Son of God responded and brought purpose and privilege to all of humanity. He included no theological defense for God’s existence, his superiority, or the fact that he’s the Ruler over all things. Jesus only gave the clear purpose and justification for humanity’s existence: there is no higher call, duty, or honor than the worship of God.


In a modern culture laden with materialism and self-gratification, the thought of all humanity existing for the sole purpose of worshiping God may not seem logical or appealing. However, generations upon generations testify otherwise. Genuine, abundant, and eternal life is experienced through Jesus Christ, in worship and service to God the Father.


PRAYER




You alone are Jehovah God, the Father of all life, and you alone are worthy of worship.


I praise your name; there is no one else like you, Lord. You are exalted above all things, and all things exist for your glory. Amen.


Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.













January 2 MADE FOR GOD’S WILL



WORD




May your Kingdom come soon.


May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.


Matthew 6:10





THOUGHT


When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, Jesus responded by praying. In his prayer, the first thing he did was acknowledge God as our Father in heaven, whose name is holy. The Father is to be honored first and foremost, and Jesus’s next words revealed that God’s kingdom and will are life’s highest priority and our purpose here on this earth.


God created humanity, and when humans foolishly strayed into disobedience and suffered the consequences that came with it, God provided redemption. Our sin alienates us from God. Because he is holy our sin prevented us from relationship with him. However, through the provision of Christ who paid for our sin, and by the power of the Holy Spirit working in us, we become free from the blemish of sin, redeemed, and a part of God’s family. In turn, we have the joy and privilege of becoming part of the unfolding success plan of the Father’s kingdom and will: to bring heaven to earth and restore things to his original intent.


He paid our impossible and incalculable debt of sin. He gives us abundant life and invites us to honor him with the privilege of serving his glorious, unfailing plan for creation.


For the believer in Christ, loving God and doing his will is life’s highest call and greatest honor.


PRAYER




You have given me life. You have filled my heart with joy and purpose. Continue to show me the way of your kingdom, that I might pray daily with wisdom and insight. Reveal to me the details of your unfolding will today as well as in the days that follow. To your name be glory. Amen.


May your kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.













January 3 NO DEEPER LOVE



WORD




For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.


John 3:16





THOUGHT


Blaise Pascal was born in Clermont-Ferrand, France, in June 1623. He was blessed with a remarkable mind. He was an inventor, mathematician, physicist, and theological writer. His mother died while he was a toddler, and he was raised by his father until his father was seriously injured in an accident that limited his abilities to care for his family. The accident resulted in the family being led to Christ by a group of Jansenists (a sect of Catholics who believed in predestination and divine grace) who were helping the family while the father was sick. This conversion influenced Blaise Pascal to become a devoutly religious person.1


Though Pascal is most remembered for his contributions to mathematics, a science grounded in logic and reason, one quote from his writings lends insight to the inexplicable depth of God’s love for humanity, a love that defies the confines of reason and led Jesus Christ to the most extravagant act of sacrifice, selflessness, and provision for the human soul: “Love has reasons which reason cannot understand.” As impossible as it is to comprehend God, it is equally impossible to understand the unlimited dimensions of his love. Truly God is the best example of love, but that is still a deficient statement. He is not only the essence of love, but love in purest form as he is love’s sole source, for God is love (1 John 4:8). His every act is motivated by love because he is love. He does not separate, set aside, or diminish the quality and quantity of his love at any time or in any of his decisions or acts. God and genuine love are one and the same. God is love and love is God.


PRAYER




Father, I do not understand the depth of your love and certainly do not deserve it. I can only be a humble and grateful recipient of this unfathomable provision. Thank you, Lord, for loving me and saving me, and may I wisely seek the paths of your kingdom this day and each of the remaining days of my life. Amen.


Give us today the food we need.













January 4 TRUE FREEDOM



WORD




He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone.


1 Timothy 2:6





THOUGHT


The end of the United States War of Independence from the British Empire was marked by the signing of the Treaty of Paris (1783). The document was a declaration containing the promise of peace, hope, and the path for continued freedom. The treaty between the two former enemies contained the commitment to “forget all past misunderstandings and differences that have unhappily interrupted the good correspondence and friendship which they mutually wish to restore.”2


Lives were sacrificed to purchase the liberty that Americans now enjoy. However, an earlier battle in history contained an even greater sacrifice for an even greater liberty. The battle was waged for the souls of humanity, fought between the darkness of evil and the light of Christ. Jesus willingly sacrificed his life to create a way to liberate humanity from the captivity of sin. His strategy and ultimate victory brought freedom and redemption to God’s original plan, which was to experience the apex of relationships. God and humanity were restored, and with even more power, depth, and permanency than the reconciliation of earthly kingdoms, our sins are forgiven and forgotten—forever.


PRAYER




Lord, thank you for forgiving and forgetting the sin that held me prisoner and separated me from you.


Thank you for restoration. Thank you for the depth of your mercyand the freedom of your grace. Amen.


Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.













January 5 PEACE



WORD




But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear of harm.


Proverbs 1:33





THOUGHT


The goal of Proverbs is revealed in the first few verses: “Their purpose is to teach people to live disciplined and successful lives, to help them do what is right, just, and fair” (Prov. 1:3). Then Proverbs 1:33 unveils the promise that comes with following the book’s wisdom and guidance, which is to “live in peace.”


Oh, what it would be like to be a people living in true peace! Jesus said his peace was not like the anemic, temporal versions from worldly sources3: the empty promises of politicians, the half-hearted truces amongst feuding families, the fleeting peace found in financial gain. His peace is supported by the promises of his Father’s kingdom; it is a grounded peace—one that cannot be stolen, one we can rest in.


While we do have trustworthy peace from God, it does not eliminate harm in this earth-life. However, the peace we receive from being in Christ does allow us to live free from the fear of harm. What else but the divine peace of God could cause Paul to write, “O death where is your victory? O death where is your sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55). God’s peace is beyond our ability to comprehend, yet we are invited to abide in him and live within it. In Christ, not even death can be victorious over us—a truth that frees us to live an abundant, radical life of obedience to God’s call and kingdom work.


PRAYER




Lord Jesus, without you, all resemblance of peace is a mere shadow. But I can rest knowing you will always provide the level of peace equal to the task that you lead me into. Guide me into your will, and give me the faith to live a life of devout obedience to what you would ask of me. Amen.


Don’t let us yield to temptation.













January 6 SECURITY



WORD




You are my rock and my fortress.


For the honor of your name, lead me out of this danger.


Pull me from the trap my enemies set for me,


for I find protection in you alone


I entrust my spirit into your hand.


Rescue me, LORD, for you are a faithful God.


Psalm 31:3–5





THOUGHT


Challenges will certainly come as we make it our lives’ goal to love and serve Christ with a whole heart. However, in the end, we will have the privilege of knowing how God used us in the midst of challenges—how he guided us, protected us, and produced fruit for his kingdom through our lives.


Written by Martin Luther between 1527 and 1529, the hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” has served as a testament and reminder of God’s protective love. This song has been treasured for generations as a proclamation of God’s power and shelter.


Whatever challenges you will face in this life, know the Lord is your faithful fortress. May the words of Luther’s powerful hymn encourage you this morning:




A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;


our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:


For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe;


his craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate,


on earth is not his equal.


And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,


we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.


The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him;


his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure;


one little word shall fell him.4





PRAYER




You are my fortress, my Lord, my God. Amen!


But rescue us from the evil one.













January 7 PRAISE THE LORD



WORD




Praise the LORD!


Psalm 149:1





THOUGHT


To make an emphatic declaration or command, an exclamation point is used at the end of a sentence or phrase.


The opening sentence of Psalm 149 concludes with such a mark. Humanity was created by God and exists for his purposes and desires. Praising him is our highest call. Honoring him is our greatest goal. Certainly, worshiping him is a privilege—but additionally a command we must observe. A command, however, which brings light, life, and liberation, not an unreasonable legalism.


Sing to the Lord a new song. Sing his praises in the assembly of the faithful.5 Verse 1 reveals the psalmist’s overwhelming love and admiration for God. Although simple, this opening line of Psalm 149 is filled with deep emotions of conviction, joy, passion, and internal fulfillment. This is no quiet introduction easing into an eventual crescendo. No, this song immediately bursts open with power and energy to declare God’s praise—and this should be our own hearts’ responses to the goodness of God as well.


PRAYER




Lord, you are the center of all things and the center of my life.


You have designed me to find my identity, purpose, value, and worth in you.


My heart finds deep solace knowing I am created for you. I am set apart to praise you in all things.


You are the source of life, so my heart bursts forth this morning in praise to you! Amen.


For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.













January 8 GOD OF WONDER



WORD




He counts the stars and calls them all by name.


Psalm 147:4





THOUGHT


One morning, I stepped outside the door of our home and into the dark stillness of predawn. My eyes were quickly drawn upward to a stunning array of stars; the sky was unusually clear, and the view was astonishing.


Surely psalmist David recalled early morning experiences like this one while watching sheep. He could close his eyes, imagining the stillness and the first hint of morning’s light in the pastures and hillsides where he once tended his flocks. He knew what it was like to look into the sky and be dazzled by God’s starry heavens. God had spoken them into existence, knew their number, and gave each a name. He could remember the sounds of birds in morning’s first light, signaling the birth of a new day. David knew God’s mornings, God’s wonders—and in turn, he lifted praise to God.


All creation is a wonder, a display of God’s magnificent and absolute creative power. Though we cannot fully comprehend the vastness of God, we can take pleasure and find peace in him. And just like he knows the name of each star, he knows our names and cares about the details of our lives.


PRAYER




I am humbled in your presence this morning my Lord, King, and Savior. Who is like you?


No one! You are magnificent and all you have made is a wonder. You are exalted and worthy of all praise. Thank you for your love, your mercy, your grace, and opportunity to worship and enjoy you forever. Amen.


Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.













January 9 JOY, THE WILL OF THE LORD



WORD




Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.


1 Thessalonians 5:16–18





THOUGHT


Am I to be a teacher, pastor, or missionary in some faraway place? Which profession or career should I devote myself to? Should I work among the poor or help those suffering from injustice? We often ask ourselves these questions concerning God’s will, but he will place us where he chooses and where we are best suited.


We are often anxious about positions, titles, and tasks—where we should be and what we should be doing to stay in the Lord’s will. However, whatever our current position, title, or task, as Christians, there are internal qualities and attitudes that we are expected to manifest no matter our circumstances. These qualities reflect Christ and set us apart from the ordinary attitude of the world.


Always be joyful. Does that mean we demonstrate a shallow, carefree happiness and smile to conceal grief? No. The Scriptures here refer to displaying the deep-seated joy drawn from our trust and obedience in God and his Word, a joy given and maintained in us by Christ. This is the joy that comes from knowing that, in every circumstance, God is holding us, leading us, and even using difficulties for our good.


And as Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18, never cease praying. Prayer is the vehicle to hear and speak with the Father who loves us. Paul had learned to be content and joyful in whatever situation he was in—in the good times and even while imprisoned for his faith. Like Paul, we should also be grateful and content in all of our circumstances, no matter the position, title, or task we’ve been given.


PRAYER




Father, I’m able to commune with you through prayer because of your grace and power in my life.


I ask that the Holy Spirit would guide me to live and display your character through all my circumstances, for this is your will. Amen.


May your kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.













January 10 THE LORD HAS SHOWN US WHAT IS GOOD



WORD




What can we bring to the LORD?


Should we bring him burnt offerings?


Should we bow before God Most High


with offerings of yearling calves?


Should we offer him thousands of rams


and ten thousand rivers of olive oil?


Should we sacrifice our firstborn children to pay for our sins?


No, O people, the LORD has told you what is good,


and this is what he requires of you:


to do what is right, to love mercy,


and to walk humbly with your God.


Micah 6:6–8





THOUGHT


More than lavish, showy, or dramatic sacrifices, God desires his children to do what is right throughout the day—living in accordance with the principles, standards, and the liberating life revealed in God’s Word. He desires us to love mercy and to see the world and those within it as the he does. Above all, he desires us to live a life of humility before the Father as Jesus Christ did.


The Lord has clearly shown us what is good. At times, living out his commands can seem like too great a task to complete on our own, but he has provided us with his Holy Spirit to guide us along the way.


PRAYER




Father, it is my desire to worship you throughout this day. Your Word has given detail about what honors you. Guide me to the right decision for each choice facing me.


May I embrace your heart of mercy in all that I do today, and may I be found walking in genuine humility as defined by you. Amen.


Give us today the food we need.













January 11 THE GIFT OF PEACE



WORD




I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart.


And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.


John 14:27





THOUGHT


One evening I arrived home from a challenging day at work. Walking toward the house, I noticed an unexpected package sitting at the door. I took it inside, opened it, and discovered apples from a well-known orchard sent to us as a gift from some very thoughtful friends. Strange as it may sound, their gift changed the tone of the day—it went from a tone of unrest to one of peace.


Thoughtful gifts, words of encouragement, and affirmation from friends are always welcomed for they can powerfully change the attitudes and direction of our days. However truly wonderful and appreciated gifts from friends are, the life-altering gifts from Jesus, our perfect friend, cannot be measured. His gift opens the door of resolve to one of humanity’s most complex issues: the internal restlessness of our hearts.


The world’s treasures, fame, and power do not provide lasting peace for the heart. Even the kindest of gifts from a well-meaning friend only provides a temporary fix. Lasting peace stems from a singular source: Jesus Christ. And not only does he give it, but he also resides forever as its guardian. Therein lies the inexplicable rest for the soul.


PRAYER




Lord, cause my eyes to fix firmly on you, your provisions, and promises.


Your promises leave no room for need if I will simply trust and obey what you have spoken. Thank you for your gift of peace through the power of forgiveness. Amen.


Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.













January 12 THE GREAT PROTECTOR



WORD




Every word of God proves true.


He is a shield to all who come to him for protection.


Proverbs 30:5





THOUGHT


What a wonder it would be if each promise made by an authority figure was filled with truth and pure motives. If a person in authority fails us, we can forgive the unforeseen, unavoidable challenges, and unanticipated delays when we know their truth and integrity remain intact. However, when a leader makes groundless fabrications and hollow promises, or has dark motivations and abuses authority, that is wrong.


Many of us have experienced the effects of authority abuse; it often leaves us hurt, wary, and angry. But be assured: every word of God proves true, regardless of how difficult or impossible those promises may first appear. I have heard it said, “No one speaks complete truth!” Yes, there is one—Jehovah God! His words stand without waivering in purity and promise, despite our own flaws or failures. Wise are those who hear and obey the true words of God.


We find ourselves lost, hopeless, and adrift without God and his Word, from individuals to entire nations. Remember, Ephesians 6:17 reminds us the Word of the Lord is a sword—powerful, protective, reliable, penetrative. Let the promises of his Word penetrate the depths of our hearts, govern our steps, and protect us as we seek his kingdom.


PRAYER




Without the truth of your Word, Lord, I am without hope.


Guide me today by the truth, accuracy, and effectiveness of your Word. Amen.


Don’t let us yield to temptation.













January 13 DELIVERER



WORD




Those who live in the shelter of the Most High


will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.


This I declare about the LORD:


He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;


he is my God, and I trust him.


For he will rescue you from every trap


and protect you from deadly disease.


He will cover you with his feathers.


He will shelter you with his wings.


His faithful promises are your armor and protection.


Psalm 91:1–4





THOUGHT


On the afternoon of May 20, 2013, a severe tornado with peak winds estimated at 210 miles per hour struck Moore, Oklahoma, killing twenty-four people and injuring 212 others. The tornado touched down and remained on the ground for close to forty minutes, creating a path that was seventeen miles long and over a mile wide at its peak.6, 7


After the tragedy, sales for storm shelters in the Moore, Oklahoma, region surged substantially, as they do in any region following such destruction. In the aftermath of a storm, people realize its power and devastation—and their own vulnerability.


Horrible and fierce as storms can be, humanity has a far more formidable danger, more detrimental than nature’s greatest force. This foe is Satan, and he desires our complete destruction. A tornado has power, but not ability to harbor ill will. The evil one has unmitigated hate and disdain for his victims and pursues their ruin.


However, there is good news! The enemy of our souls is no match for the Lord! There is rest for those who abide in the shelter of the Most High. He is their protector, strong refuge, and safety. Our God delivers us from the evil one.


PRAYER




My trust and my hope are in you, the God of my salvation and keeper of my soul. Amen.


But rescue us from the evil one.













January 14 THE HOLY ONE



WORD




Who will not fear you, Lord,


and glorify your name?


For you alone are holy.


All nations will come and worship before you


for your righteous deeds have been revealed.


Revelation 15:4





THOUGHT


Some time ago, I was hiking steep terrain on the southern coast of Australia on a trip with friends. We began to question whether the view atop the mountain would merit the climb. Once we reached the top, we found the work it took to reach the summit did not disappoint. The view was breathtaking: the summit overlooked the vast blue ocean, beautifully wild waves, and a rich golden beach. It was so striking that our first few moments contained only silence.


Just like the state of awe we can experience through an amazing view, there is no better way to begin a day than in awe of the Holy One. When we study his promises, rest in his presence, and commune with him through prayer, we cannot help but be amazed by his glory. He was here before we were, he made us for his purposes, and he will remain once we depart. His goal in creating all things, from you and me to Australian mountaintops, was for his good pleasure—for all created things revolve around him and his desires, not around us and what we desire. He is the highest, the purest, and the noblest. His character is flawless; his actions are justified. Indeed, he is the only one worthy of our worship.


It’s impossible to even grasp a portion of all he is, has done, and will do. The grateful, humble heart is left speechless and in awe of this Ancient of Days.


PRAYER




Lord, there are many things I could pray today,


but I choose to be still before the glory of your beauty and power in honor and worship of you.


For you alone are God—you alone are holy and worthy of all glory!


For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.













January 15 LIKE NO OTHER



WORD




“To whom will you compare me?


Who is my equal?” asks the Holy One.


Look up into the heavens.


Who created all the stars?


He brings them out like an army, one after another,


calling each by its name.


Because of his great power and incomparable strength,


not a single one is missing…


The LORD is the everlasting God,


the Creator of all the earth.


He never grows weak or weary.


No one can measure the depths of his understanding.


Isaiah 40:25–26, 28





THOUGHT


These Scriptures describe God’s greatness and limitlessness—and his glory renders us with little thought beyond humility, awe, and the call to worship.


We, unlike our heavenly Father, are full of limits. We grow weak and weary when faced with difficulty. We thirst, hunger, and tire. We are unable to approach God by our own might, and we are unable to make penance for our own sin. It’s humbling to realize we deserve nothing; it’s humbling when we realize God has chosen to love us and made a way for us to experience his good grace and favor through Christ; and it’s humbling to realize he alone provides us with strength, protection, and the resources to do his will.


Left to our own means, approaching God is impossible due to our own sin, but the love, mercy, and grace we receive through the covering of Christ’s sacrifice has provided a place for us at our heavenly Father’s table. His love is limitless and gives us strength. There is no one like him.


PRAYER




Lord, you give strength to the weak and powerless. Those who trust in you will find new strength.


They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary, walk and not grow faint. You, Lord, have no equal. You are the Lord of all. Amen.


Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.













January 16 FOR EACH, AN ADVENTURE



WORD




The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others.”


Genesis 12:1–2





THOUGHT


Whether we are pastors, worship leaders, physicians, plumbers, schoolteachers, stay-at-home parents, factory workers, or farmers, if we embrace the Christ-life, we are in full-time ministry. We are Christ’s ambassadors wherever we live and whatever we do.


There was great weight in God’s instruction to Abraham. Abraham’s obedience would require leaving most everything familiar, perhaps forfeiting comfort, and launching into many things unknown. Abraham’s security and future would lie in his trust in God. Wisely, he followed God, and—though not always the easy, rational, or humanly reasonable path—it was the right one because it was God’s design for Abraham. The same is true of God’s will for each of us.


We’re often drawn to these words in God’s promise to Abram: I will bless you and make you famous. We should note God’s blessing, while always right, purposeful, and fulfilling, also requires trust when there is uncertainty. God’s designed blessings may not always look like we feel they should, but they are always exactly what we need. The life given fully to loving and following God will, in the end, be found with no regret.


PRAYER




In my heart, Lord, I know your will, and your path for me is better than anything I could design for myself. You lead; give me wisdom and strength to follow you. You have called me to use my life for your purposes, to worship and honor you. I pray that I do just that. Amen.


May your kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.













January 17 THE ULTIMATE PROVISION



WORD




The LORD is my shepherd;


I have all that I need.


Psalm 23:1





THOUGHT


A cold winter’s day in January concluded with freezing rain, a half inch of ice, and several inches of snow in my Arkansas town. Tens of thousands in the region were experiencing power outages. I knew our car wouldn’t make it up our narrow country drive on the ice. I began to wonder how long we might be without power in below-freezing weather or if the water pipes might soon freeze and create additional concerns.


It was then that I looked out into our yard and noticed a sparrow retrieving seed from a bird feeder and retreating to the cover of a cedar tree limb. After a few moments the bird would again fly to the feeder, gather seed, and return to the same limb. It repeated this process several times. The bird did not appear to be cold, and it certainly had plenty of food. Nor did it appear stressed or fretful. I have a feeling it was indifferent to our electrical power outage.


We have the Lord God as our protector, provider, and guide. No other power exists with unlimited ability to care for those under its watchful eye. The Lord is our Shepherd. He knows our actual needs and nothing can prevent him from meeting those needs—except perhaps our own foolishness to refuse or neglect his gracious offer to be our Shepherd. He is the ultimate provisionary regardless of the situation. His offer as Shepherd of our lives is the promise of flawless provision.


PRAYER




Within your divine design, Lord, is my daily provision for all you have called me to do.


For everything you call me to do today, you’ve already provided a way for me to complete it, and I’m grateful for that provision. You are my source as I follow your will; you are all I need. You are the Lord, my Shepherd. Amen.


Give us today the food we need.













January 18 RESCUED



WORD




I waited patiently for the LORD to help me,


and he turned to me and heard my cry.


He lifted me out of the pit of despair,


out of the mud and the mire.


He set my feet on solid ground


and steadied me as I walked along.


He has given me a new song to sing,


a hymn of praise to our God.


Many will see what he has done and be amazed.


They will put their trust in the LORD.


Psalm 40:1–3





THOUGHT


Some time ago, I heard a report of a Los Angeles woman who tried to jump from the top of one roof to another eighteen inches away and fell between the two buildings. She had only minor injuries but was wedged upright between the two buildings with no hope of escape on her own. All she could do was cry out for help as she remained hopelessly trapped. The woman was later rescued by a firefighter who was lowered to her by rope and grabbed her arms, lifting her from what could have been a slow death. She expressed sincere gratitude for her rescue as onlookers cheered the process on.


Much like the woman who was hopelessly trapped, without Christ, we are hopelessly trapped in our sins—and helpless to change the situation on our own. God heard our cries for help, and through Christ, he lifted us from our hopelessness.


We are not only the joyful recipients of divine rescue, but the good news of our escape from impending peril becomes evidence and catalyst for others endangered. Our Christ-rescued lives become path markers for others to find safety.


PRAYER




Left to myself, Lord, I had no way to escape the captivity of sin, but you in your love and mercy granted me freedom. Today, lead me to share with others how I once was in despair but you rescued me. Thank you for your saving grace. Amen.


Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.













January 19 THE PERFECT GUIDE



WORD




I will bless the LORD who guides me;


even at night my heart instructs me.


I know the LORD is always with me.


I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me.


Psalm 16:7–8





THOUGHT


In 2013, a group of Algerian hostages planned and managed an escape from terrorists holding them. To elude their captors they fled through a treacherous desert and seemingly impossible circumstances using only the compass app on their smartphones as a guide. Fortunately, the app worked despite the lack of a cellular signal.8 I can only imagine their feelings of fear, hunger, need for determination, and the extent of their mental and physical exhaustion.


The scripture reminds us, even in times of despair or uncertainty, the Lord has promised to always be with his children. He, as the Maker and Sustainer of all things, guides and protects. He selects our path, leads us within it, and in his limitless abilities to alter the natural if need be, promises success of arrival to his selected destination for us. He never calls us to a task or mission without provision to accomplish the mission to which he has called us.


Stronger and more reliable than any compass, God has promised to lead and instruct those who have given themselves to follow him and to care for his children who long to fulfill the desires of his heart. His are not promises offered only on good days; they are sure promises that can be relied upon during any difficult circumstance. The next time loneliness and uncertainty come calling, and surely they will, rest in his promise to always guide you and always be beside you.


PRAYER




I bless your name, Father God, for you are true north for my soul. You guide me flawlessly—if I will allow you to do so. Holy Spirit, bring your holy conviction in my life when I am not allowing the Lord to direct my steps. You are the God of my destiny; lead me this day by the power of your truth on your path alone and in your perfect way. Amen.


Don’t let us yield to temptation.













January 20 THE LORD OUR PROTECTOR



WORD




I love you, LORD;


you are my strength.


The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my savior;


my God is my rock, in whom I find protection.


He is my shield, the power that saves me,


and my place of safety.


I called on the LORD, who is worthy of praise,


and he saved me from my enemies.


Psalm 18:1–3





THOUGHT


The forecast for our region was for “bitter and dangerously cold” weather. A rare Arctic event would occur, uncommon for our Southern state of Arkansas. The next morning outside our living room window I watched the wind push the snow briskly across a white field. The temperature was in the single digits and overexposure to the elements without proper protection would have had quick and harsh effects on the human body. I, however, was huddled inside near the warmth of a wood stove and sheltered from the external conditions capable of harm.


There is a far greater danger to us than the cruelest of weather elements: evil itself. Cold-heartedly deceptive, Satan—the enemy of our souls—seeks to draw us away from the Lord’s love and the Lord’s will. Without Christ, one’s spiritual future is desperately dark; apart from him, we can get caught up in the tangles of sin and its painful consequences.


However, in Christ we are shielded from harm that leads to eternal death; in him, we have eternal life. We have the Holy Spirit to guide our hearts down the path of righteousness, a path filled with hope, abundant life, and true, lasting joy that cannot be found in the momentary pleasures of this world. Christ is our hiding place—he provides safety in the midst of treachery, danger, and deceit. He is our protector and conquering King!


PRAYER




Father, my heart rejoices with love for you this morning.


I praise you for your refuge from the one who would harm me. Thank you for guiding me and keeping me safe. You are my God, my Rock, my fortress, and my Savior. Amen.


But rescue us from the evil one.













January 21 MORE THAN WE CAN IMAGINE



WORD




O LORD my God, you have performed many wonders for us.


Your plans for us are too numerous to list.


You have no equal.


If I tried to recite all your wonderful deeds,


I would never come to the end of them.


Psalm 40:5





THOUGHT


One summer’s evening I was standing on an isolated beach in Florida looking out into the Gulf of Mexico. There’s just something about the ocean that invites reflection, isn’t there? After a long, mesmerizing gaze, I shifted my eyes to the waves breaking on the beach. A thunderstorm had passed through the area earlier, but now an exceptionally clear sky appeared, stretching across the horizon.


Though the stars were obviously always present behind the clouds, thousands more seemed to appear after the storm was over. The view was breathtaking, and the moment was a memory-maker. A deep sense of awe rose within me: I was so consumed with gratitude for the moment that I praised God for his greatness. In our individual journeys with the Lord, reverent moments like these are treasured for a lifetime.


The immensity of all God has done—and continues to do—far exceeds our capacity to take it all in. In my own life, there are times of reflection when I am amazed, overwhelmed, and astounded by all he has done and how much he loves me, even in my own failings and even through difficulty. As his children, we are invited to respond to his greatness by acknowledging him, following him as he leads, worshiping him wholeheartedly, and honoring him with all of our lives. He alone is the God of wonder!


PRAYER




Lord, you have done more for me than I am aware of, more than I can even imagine.


You have included me in your magnificent plans, and I am humbled and grateful.


Lead me to tell those in my path of the greatness of your glory, and provide me with the words to share your good news with others. Amen.


For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.













January 22 HE IS EXALTED



WORD




All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen.


1 Timothy 1:17





THOUGHT


In my opinion, there is no better time of day to experience the comfort and power of scripture verses such as these than a crisp fresh quiet morning. Starting the day with this exclamation of praise from 1 Timothy surely sets the tone and opportunity for a day well lived.


It’s a powerful thing to have our hearts and minds washed by this reality of scripture our God—to whom all honor is due, who abides forever, who rules in absoluteness, who will never relinquish authority, and who will stand forever as the singular life-source for all eternity—cares dearly for us. Us! Little me and little you are loved and seen by the highly exalted eternal King.


Not only does he care dearly for us despite our weaknesses, failures, and imperfections, but he also has perfect and noble plans for each one of his children. We were created for his purposes! In fact, this day was already planned out for you before time began. Go forth knowing you are deeply loved by the one who is deserving of all glory and praise. What an amazing honor to worship such a one, what an amazing opportunity to serve such a one, what an amazing experience to abide with such a one!


PRAYER




May you, Lord, be honored and glorified through the activity of this day.


I acknowledge your perfect and powerful rule over the whole earth and my life. You alone are God, the Lord of all life, the Lord of my life. You will accomplish what you have planned. Amen.


Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.













January 23 SET APART TO BE LIKE JESUS



WORD




You must be holy because I, the LORD, am holy.


I have set you apart from all other people to be my very own.


Leviticus 20:26





THOUGHT


Christ is just. Christ is fair. Christ is righteous in all his ways. These are some of his divine qualities and by grace and his Holy Spirit, these are the qualities that are to be displayed in and through us as well.


To grow in depth and maturity of these qualities, we practice the disciplines of consistently seeking God in scripture, prayer, and corporate fellowship with other believers. These activities are not the writ of legalism or the harsh keeping of the law to stay in God’s good graces. No, they are heaven’s gifts and ways of worship. Consistently seeking the Lord, both individually and corporately, is the source of whole and hearty spiritual nourishment.


This is the Christian’s pursuit: to be like Jesus and reflect his character and qualities. To deepen and intensify our knowledge of him, our love for him, and our service to him, is our deepest hunger and our holy passion.


PRAYER




Holy Father, cause me to go about my day with the discernment of your Spirit and standards of your kingdom. I truly desire to be just, fair, righteous, and good—like you.


May my actions reflect your glory and reveal the intent of your will.


I pray I would be more like you with each day that passes. Amen.


May your kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.













January 24 OUR SOURCE OF LIFE



WORD




For you are the fountain of life,


the light by which we see.


Psalm 36:9





THOUGHT


One spring morning, my sons were exploring the woods and fields surrounding our house. They returned after a hike to tell me they had located a spring bubbling from the ground. The water source was a wet-weather spring. Following a few very dry years, there was suddenly an abundance of rain that replenished the water tables and saturated the ground surface. The water continued to flow from that wet-weather spring for several days.


Spring and summer that year were some of the greenest we’ve experienced since living on our property in Arkansas. Field flowers bloomed well into August when, usually, the days are dry and hot and the fields turn mostly brown.


The psalmist describes God as a fountain of life, the steadfast source that never depletes. The Lord is the light that penetrates darkness in our world and hearts; he makes a way for all of humanity to see and avoid those things hidden and harmful.


Jesus Christ “gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it” (John 1:4–5).


PRAYER




Through you, Lord Jesus, I have discovered the one fountain of genuine life.


You are the never-ending source of living water. You are the light of the world—the singular source for my eyes to be rid of spiritual blindness and see the paths of life on which you lead me.


I trust you and look to you as my life-source. Amen.


Give us today the food we need.













January 25 POWER OF FORGIVENESS



WORD




At that moment the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even know me.” And Peter left the courtyard, weeping bitterly.


Luke 22:61–63





THOUGHT


I was eleven years old when I entered Boy Scout Troop 91 in Louisville, Kentucky. The scoutmaster was a great role model for young men, and I deeply respected and admired him. During one of the weekly scout meetings, he divided us into groups to participate in a game designed to encourage teamwork and trust. Each group sat on the floor with their backs to a table filled with a couple dozen objects. Each group was brought to the table, given a short time to look at the objects, and then returned to record as many objects that were sitting on the table as they could remember. Whoever remembered the most objects won.


At one point, I took an unfair second glance at the objects. As I turned around, my eyes met my scoutmaster’s. I quickly felt shame and embarrassment—but the worst feeling was knowing I had betrayed the trust of a man I deeply respected. Although it was difficult, I went to him, confessed my deed, and asked for forgiveness, which he granted. While I regretted my foolishness and received a gentle rebuke, I also experienced the power of pardon.


How awful and empty Peter must have felt when, after his third denial of Christ, the Lord turned and looked at him. Peter had been told it would occur, but he insisted that he would remain loyal. Instead, he failed, was humiliated, and let down the one he loved and respected most.


Jesus, however, not only told Peter of his coming denials, but also of the coming provision, restoration, and honor of encouraging and ministering once again for Christ. Thanks be to God for his forgiveness.


PRAYER




Holy One, sufficient words to express your grace and forgiveness do not exist, yet this morning my heart is alive with gratitude. Amen.


Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.













January 26 MUCH-NEEDED LIVING WATER



WORD




As the deer longs for streams of water,


so I long for you, O God.


I thirst for God, the living God.


When can I go and stand before him?


…Why am I discouraged?


Why is my heart so sad?


I will put my hope in God!


I will praise him again—my Savior and my God!


Psalm 42:1–2, 5–6





THOUGHT


One night as I rested my head on the pillow, I heard a dog howling in the distance, running through the surrounding hills and meadows. The next morning I discovered a very tired bloodhound asleep on our doormat. I opened the door, patted her head, and retrieved a phone number from her collar. I called the owner thinking he would want to immediately retrieve her, but instead he asked if I might give her water and let her rest.


“She knows the way home; she’s just tired,” he assured. So I placed a bowl of water by her side, and she stood, drank, and sat down to rest. After her time of respite, she headed home.


There is a reason the psalmist compares our own human longing to be with the Lord to a thirsty animal seeking water. The absence of God’s presence leaves the heart dry, tired, vulnerable to temptation, and spiritually drained. Once a Christian experiences the presence of God, a thirst is forever embedded to remain there. And we should seek after him more eagerly than the bloodhound searching for physical comfort and rest, for Christ’s presence alone provides true and complete refreshment.


Christ alone is much-needed living water to our souls; he delivers exactly what we need in this life, while the temptation of sin would like us to think otherwise. In his presence we abide in peace, joy, and in the fullness of life. Nothing quenches a Christian’s thirst but the presence of God.


PRAYER




Lead me to your presence, oh God, for therein lies my refuge, strength, and hope.


Your presence is the path of refreshment, renewal, clarity, and peace. Amen.


Don’t let us yield to temptation.













January 27 JEHOVAH: THE IMPENETRABLE FORTRESS



WORD




The name of the LORD is a strong fortress;


the godly run to him and are safe.


Proverbs 18:10





THOUGHT


Fort Eben-Emael in Liege, Belgium, was once believed to be the strongest military fortress in the world. Built between 1932 and 1935 and connected by miles of tunnels, it was effectively self-sufficient, containing barracks, sick bays, and a communication center.


However, on May 10, 1940, the unimaginable happened. The fort fell under a German attack called blitzkrieg, or “lightening war.” For all its strength, Eben-Emael had a weakness: vulnerability to an air attack. The Germans surprised the Belgian army by using armed gliders carrying troops, and the fort was quickly taken with a devastating blow to the confidence of Belgium and other European nations.9


Likewise, despite how grounded or ready we might feel against spiritual attack, our spiritual foe is very cunning to use speed, surprise, and distraction against the pale defenses of humanity. Without God, we are no match for the enemy.


Although the greatest human fortresses still have weakness and vulnerability, there is one safe fortress void of vulnerability: Jehovah Sabaoth, the Lord our protector.


PRAYER




Lord, without your protection, I am completely exposed to the enemy of my soul.


I know my efforts to defend myself on my own are futile. You, though, are my refuge and fortress, an impenetrable stronghold in which I put my confidence and hope. Whatever strategy may be formed against me today, you are able to keep me safe as I trust in you. Amen.


But rescue us from the evil one.













January 28 MUSIC’S GREATEST PURPOSE



WORD




Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good;celebrate his lovely name with music.


Psalm 135:3





THOUGHT


Who doesn’t love music? It can stir deep emotions and feelings we are unable to articulate through words alone. It can help change a dull, listless attitude into one of optimism. I once saw a quote beautifully framed and displayed on a wall. Attributed to Martin Luther, it read, “I am strongly persuaded that after theology there is no art that can be placed on a level with music; for besides theology, music is the only art capable of affording peace and joy to the heart.”
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