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For Mom, Dad, Kerry, Adam, and Mackenzie … and Phillies fans everywhere


Introduction

To be a Phillies fan requires tremendous endurance, because following the Phils means enduring a lot of losing. The Phillies franchise is so buried in losses it would take more than seven undefeated seasons, or a 1,173-game winning streak, just to break even.

The Yankees can have their 27 championships. In Philadelphia, we wear 10,000 losses, 23-game losing streaks, and 97-year championship droughts as our badges of honor. History and loyalty, not winning and losing, defines this storied franchise.

Philadelphia. It is the city where the Declaration of Independence was signed and where our nation was born. One could argue that the game of baseball was also born in Philadelphia. After 134 years of baseball, the Philadelphia Phillies are the oldest continuous one-name, one-city franchise in all of professional sports, as much a part of the city as the Liberty Bell, Ben Franklin, and cheesesteaks.

One hundred and thirty-four years of baseball without the name or city changing even once.

Yet somehow it seems much, much longer. Until 1980, Grover Cleveland Alexander was the only pitcher to earn a World Series victory in 97 years of Phillies baseball.

It took 14,739 regular season games before the Phillies captured a world championship, a baseball eternity. They lost over 100 games five years in a row, and they experienced the type of losing over the 30 years from 1918 through 1948 that no human should endure.

But endure they did. Despite all the heartbreak, all the losing, all the suffering, and all the embarrassment, the Phillies never left. The Athletics didn’t stay, but the Phils did. And that—along with many great moments including seven National League pennants and World Series wins in 1980 and 2008—makes the Philadelphia Phillies a tremendous success.

Join me as we embrace the Phillies franchise in a test of historical fortitude dating back to the year 1883. From Alexander to Roberts to Hamels—from Thompson to Schmidt to Howard—from Konstanty to McGraw to Lidge—from Hamilton to Delahanty to Rollins—from the Whiz Kids to the Wheeze Kids—from Dallas to Charlie—from The Collapse of 1964 to The Comeback of 2007.

You will learn about the Phillies’ very own version of Babe Ruth who was cut down in his prime; the real-life Phillie who inspired the book and movie The Natural; the Ebenezer Scrooge of baseball owners; the legend of Ed Delahanty’s death; a cheating scheme of epic proportions; and how the Phillies nearly changed the course of American history.

I’m not going to lie to you. This is a tough book. Designed in four chapters of increasing difficulty, even the biggest trivia buffs will have a challenging time answering 100 of the 120 questions correctly, while many of you will struggle to score at least 50 percent. And that’s OK, because this book is less of a test and more of a quest, less about questions and more about answers. Many of these questions exist for the sole purpose of telling a story, and that is what this book is all about, having fun and learning more about your favorite team.

I hope you don’t get too caught up in acing the exam and can instead enjoy some of the rich history and colorful stories of your Philadelphia Phillies. One of the best parts of running my blog at PhilsBaseball.com for nearly 10 years is the interaction and debates with my readers. I invite you to let me know how you fared through the website or through Twitter (@PhilsBball) and I encourage you to point out any mistakes I have made.

So you think you’re a Philadelphia Phillies fan? If you picked up this book, you most certainly are.


1

EARLY INNINGS

ROOKIE LEVEL

There are plenty of difficult questions in this book, but you won’t find them in this chapter. Here are a few easy ones to get you started.

 

  1   Who is the Phillies’ all-time leader in home runs?

  2   What was the significance of the 1964 season?

  3   Who holds the Phillies’ all-time club record for most home runs in a season?

  4   Who is the Phillies’ all-time leader in saves?

  5   What year did the Phillies set the franchise record for team wins in a season?

  6   What was the nickname given to the youthful 1950 Phillies team?

  7   Who has the most wins as a manager in Phillies history?

  8   Who was the last Phillie to win the Most Valuable Player Award?

  9   Who was the last Phillie to throw a no-hitter?

10   Who was the last Phillies pitcher to win the Cy Young Award?

11   Name the Phillies’ last two ballparks.

12   What was the nickname given to the not-so-youthful 1983 Phillies team?

13   In which season did the Phillies go from worst to first to win the pennant before losing to the Blue Jays in the World Series?

14   Who holds the Phillies career record for home runs by a second baseman?

15   Who pitched a perfect game on Father’s Day in 1964?

16   In what year did the Phillies win their last championship?

17   This former Reds star and baseball’s all-time hit king broke Stan Musial’s National League hits record as a member of the Phillies in 1981. Can you name him?

18   Which Phillies pitcher recorded the last out of the 1980 World Series?

19   This left-handed starter is the Phillies’ all-time leader in wins and starts. Can you name him?

20   In which season did the Phillies come back from a seven-game deficit against the Mets with 17 games left to win their first National League East title in 14 years?

21   Whose two-run homer was the eventual game-winner against the Dodgers in Game Four of the 2008 National League Championship Series?

22   Which Phillies pitcher was the only player in club history to win the NLCS MVP and the World Series MVP in the same postseason?

23   Which Phillie hit a walk-off double in Game Four of the 2009 NLCS against the Dodgers?

24   Which Phillies pitcher struck out 16 batters in his first ever start at Citizens Bank Park in 2016?

25   Who has the most leadoff homers in Phillies history?

26   Which Phillies owner sold his cigar company for nearly $3 billion?

27   Which Phillies pitcher is the club leader in strikeouts?

28   Who is the Phillies’ club leader in games played and plate appearances?

29   Which Phillies pitcher was perfect in saves in 2008?

30   Who is the Phillies mascot?


ROOKIE LEVEL—ANSWERS

1 Mike Schmidt is the greatest Phillie ever, and he had to be the answer to the first question, right?

I was never much of a fan of teachers who forced me to memorize specific dates, but here is one number every Phillies fan should be required to know: Michael Jack Schmidt hit 548 home runs in his career. It is a huge figure. His 548 blasts are 166 more than anyone else in club history. To put that in perspective, only 12 other players have eclipsed 166 homers in their entire Phillies careers.

Schmitty launched 30 or more home runs in a season 13 times and slammed 10 walk-off homers in his career. Schmidt ranked seventh on baseball’s all-time home-run list when he retired in 1989. He now ranks 16th, which is a shame considering six of the names above him (Barry Bonds, Alex Rodriguez, Sammy Sosa, Mark McGwire, Rafael Palmeiro, and Manny Ramirez) were caught using or were alleged to have used “medicine” to gain an extra edge.

Schmidt also leads the franchise in RBIs (1,595), runs scored (1,506), and extra-base hits (1,015). He piled up 1,507 walks in his career—500 more than anyone else—and he was intentionally walked a team record 151 times. He also has the most strikeouts in Phillies history (1,883), but consider this: He struck out 40 more times than Ryan Howard … but did so with 3,531 more plate appearances.

Schmidt goes unchallenged as the best offensive third baseman in baseball history, but he was also one of the best defensive third basemen ever and he has the hardware to prove it—you and nine other friends could play catch with his 10 Gold Gloves.

No player in Phillies history hit more home runs, drove in more runs, scored more runs, walked more times, appeared in more games, or played for more seasons than Mike Schmidt. He was a first-ballot Hall of Famer for a reason, and you better believe this is not the last you will hear of him.

2 It was not supposed to end this way; 1964 should have been the best season in Phillies history. Until it wasn’t. Instead, it was the greatest collapse in the history of Major League Baseball. It devastated an entire city and created a pessimism that even two world championships cannot fully cure. It was a season that finished in heartbreak, but for 150 games, the Phillies were the best team in baseball.

Backup catcher Gus Triandos called it “The Year of the Blue Snow.” Just as snow can turn the color blue on a rare and special occasion, 1964 was a rare and special season. For most fans, it was the best season they had ever known.

Everything seemed to break the Phillies’ way. They were never under .500 in 1964, and they sprinted to 10 wins in their first 12 games. On Sunday June 21, Jim Bunning pitched a perfect game on Father’s Day. A few weeks later, fan favorite Johnny Callison hit a walk-off home run in the All-Star Game. The Phillies even turned three triple plays in 1964.

A win on July 21 against the Milwaukee Braves lifted the Phillies to sole possession of first place over the San Francisco Giants, and it was a lead they held continuously throughout the season.

It seemed in that magical season that maybe, just maybe, the 1964 Phillies would finish what the 1915 and 1950 Phillies teams started. It was as if destiny decided she would finally allow these beleaguered fans to capture a prize that had eluded them for 82 years.

Unfortunately for Gus Triandos and the 1964 Phils, The Year of the Blue Snow was also The Year of the Great Collapse. The Phillies had a 6 ½-game lead with 12 games to play when their horrific collapse began. Their magic number was seven.

It all started in the sixth inning of a scoreless game on September 21, 1964. With runners on first and third and two outs, the Cincinnati Reds’ Chico Ruiz, a 25-year-old rookie from Cuba, stole home and scored the only run of the game. With Hall of Famer Frank Robinson at the plate, longtime Daily News sportswriter Stan Hochman called it a “dumb, dumb, baseball play,” but it was enough to cause the first domino to fall.

Manager Gene Mauch began to panic and impulsively placed his faith squarely on the shoulders of two starting pitchers. Chris Short and Jim Bunning combined to start eight of the last 11 games that season. They each started twice on two days’ rest and once on three days’ rest. Many Philadelphians blame the collapse on Mauch’s panicky usage of his starters. It is worth pointing out, though, that his fifth starter, Ray Culp, was injured and unavailable to pitch.

Seven straight losses lowered the Phils to second place behind the Reds. The Phillies were unbelievably looking up at another team in the standings for the first time in 67 days … and they were not done yet. Now in second place with five games to go, the Phillies traveled to St. Louis to face a streaking Cardinals team who was now just a half game behind the Phillies. The Cardinals swept the series, bringing the losing streak to 10 games. Curt Simmons, a former “Whiz Kid,” was the winning pitcher in that contest. It was redemption for the three-time All-Star, who was released in 1960 before the Cardinals signed him three days later.

By September 30, the Phillies had dropped to third place, 2 ½ games behind the first-place Cardinals. In 10 games, a 6 ½-game lead became a 2 ½-game deficit and two teams passed the Phillies by. Such an unbelievable turn of events requires a staggering set of circumstances. The Cardinals won eight games in a row and the Reds won nine in a row at the same time the Phils lost 10 straight games.

3 Ryan Howard hit 58 bombs in 2006 to shatter Mike Schmidt’s record of 48. Howard’s 58 homers led all of baseball, as did his 149 RBIs and 383 total bases. One year after winning the Rookie of the Year Award, Howard was voted the Most Valuable Player in 2006, becoming the first Phillie to win the award since Mike Schmidt in 1986. Howard also won the Home Run Derby that year and finished it in style. His final home run hit a sign above the right field bleachers that read, “HIT IT HERE,” earning 500 free flights from Southwest Airlines for a lucky fan.

“The Big Piece” continued hitting home runs at a torrid pace for another three seasons, slamming 198 of his 382 career homers from 2006 to 2009. Just as no Phillies player is close to Mike Schmidt’s 548 career home runs, no player comes close to Howard’s 382 career jacks for second place on the Phils’ all-time list. He has 123 more career homers than Del Ennis at number three.

4 Jonathan Papelbon saved 123 games for the Phillies, passing Jose Mesa for the most in club history. Papelbon also has the most saves in Red Sox history (219), making him one of two pitchers in baseball history to lead two franchises in saves (Robb Nen is the other). His 368 career saves rank him ninth on the all-time MLB saves list.

After seven years in Boston, Papelbon became a free agent in 2012 and he cashed in with a four-year, $50 million deal with the Phillies. It was the richest contract ever for a reliever. Papelbon performed well in a Phillies uniform—he had a 2.31 ERA to go along with his 123 saves—but his efforts were mostly wasted on losing teams. The Phillies failed to finish above .500 in any of his four seasons in Philadelphia, which did not make the temperamental closer happy.

In 2013, the Phillies found themselves 11 games below .500 in July. Fed up with losing, Pappy told reporters, “I definitely didn’t come here for this.” Needless to say, those comments did not sit well with fans and Papelbon instantly became a villain among Philadelphia fans, already unhappy after he had blown saves in four out of five appearances earlier that season.

He certainly didn’t help his case a year later. After blowing a three-run lead on September 14, 2014, he was booed by the home fans as he left the mound. Just before he reached the dugout, Papelbon grabbed his crotch in an exaggerated motion. The gesture earned him a seven-game suspension.

Papelbon was eventually traded during the 2015 season to the Washington Nationals, who quickly discovered just how disruptive a force Papelbon could be. In a tie game against the Phillies (fittingly) on September 25, Papelbon had recorded the last out in the eighth and was sitting on the bench as his team batted in the bottom of the inning. Right fielder Bryce Harper flew out and was on his way back to the bench. As he approached the dugout, Papelbon had some words for the young phenom, who he felt did not hustle on the play. The two exchanged words, and all of a sudden Papelbon lunged at Harper and began choking him until teammates were able to separate the two men. Washington manager Matt Williams was unaware of the extent of the altercation and allowed Papelbon to return to the mound in the ninth. He couldn’t complete the inning. He allowed a two-run homer to Andres Blanco, was charged with five runs, and could only watch as the Phillies completed their eight-run onslaught. For the second time in as many years, Papelbon was suspended.

It was ultimately the Phillies who had the last laugh in the Papelbon saga. In nine games against the Phils after the trade, he blew saves in two of four opportunities and allowed 10 runs (seven earned) in 8 ⅔ innings for a 7.27 ERA against his former mates. Papelbon was eventually released during the 2016 season and was not on the Nationals postseason roster.

5 In 2011 the Phillies won a franchise record 102 games behind one of the best starting rotations in the history of baseball. Coming off a 97-win season in 2010 and reaching the National League Championship Series (NLCS) for the third straight season, the Phils were primed for another deep postseason run. The Phillies weren’t expected to make much of a splash in free agency, but they ambushed the entire league, swooping in like a rogue fighter to sign Cliff Lee. Easily the most highly coveted free agent pitcher on the market, Lee had received multiple contract offers from multiple teams. But in the end it was the Phillies, who were barely mentioned in the Cliff Lee sweepstakes, who inked him to a five-year, $120 million deal. Better yet, he spurned the Yankees, who were the heavy favorites and reportedly offered Lee a deal worth $138 million. He chose the Phillies over the Yankees and turned down more money in the process, making Clifton Phifer Lee an instant fan favorite.

The Phillies rotation was touted as the best ever the moment they signed Lee. The nicknames for the staff of Roy Halladay, Cliff Lee, Cole Hamels, and Roy Oswalt were instantaneous: The Fantastic Four, The Fearsome Foursome, The Four Horsemen, R2C2, Four Aces. As a group, they already had a combined 13 All-Star nominations and three Cy Young Awards.

Those four, along with Vance Worley, Kyle Kendrick, and Joe Blanton, put up a 2.86 ERA as a starting staff. It was the best in team history and the lowest in the majors in 26 years. Their 4.22 strikeout-to-walk ratio was the best all-time by a wide margin (the next best was 3.88). The Phils led all staffs with 18 complete games, 932 strikeouts, a 1.11 WHIP, and seven shutouts.

The Phillies’ 102 wins surpassed their 101-win seasons in 1976 and 1977. The total could have been even higher, but manager Charlie Manuel decided to sit his regular players after the team clinched the division. The Phils lost eight straight games before winning their last four.

Regular season success didn’t translate to the postseason, however, as the Phillies were ousted by the St. Louis Cardinals in the 2010 National League Division Series (NLDS) in one of the cruelest ways imaginable. Roy Halladay opposed his close friend Chris Carpenter in a punishing 1–0 loss that left Ryan Howard in a crumpled heap on the final out of the Series. Howard tore his Achilles tendon on the play, missed most of the next season, and never seemed to fully recover from the injury.

Halladay and Carpenter would meet up again … for a fishing trip. Prior to their epic NLDS matchup, the two pals had already planned an exotic fishing expedition to Brazil in December. As if the awkwardly timed trip wasn’t bizarre enough, their outing became national news. Headlines like this one from Yahoo.com emerged: “Roy Halladay Rescues Amazon Native after Anaconda Attack.” While the splendid story was mostly true, hero Halladay’s role was exaggerated ever so slightly. “I was not wrestling snakes,” Halladay said later. “I was nowhere near snakes. We were just driving back. We had been fishing all day and we were on the boat driving back and we happened to see a guy sitting on the shore line without clothes. We couldn’t talk to him. The guides had to talk to him. They were speaking Portuguese. He had been attacked by a snake and escaped, but it had ripped the engine off the boat and left all his stuff out in the middle of the river. So we picked up his stuff and drove him back to his tribe, I guess you would call it.”

Too bad he wasn’t able to save the 2011 season.

6 They were nicknamed the “Whiz Kids.” Longtime sportswriter Harry Grayson is credited with coining the term for the young 1950 team, whose average age was slightly over 26 years old.

Philadelphia Phillies fans waited over 60 years for a team like this. After losing in the 1915 World Series to the Red Sox, the Phillies finished in second place for the next two seasons, and then … complete darkness. Fans waited 15 years for another winning season and then another 17 years for the next. So when the 1950 Whiz Kids jumped to a first-place lead on May 11 and flirted with the top spot throughout the summer, fans were frenzied.

The 1950 Phillies won with pitching and led the league with a 3.50 ERA, headlined by Hall of Famer Robin Roberts. In his second season, the 23-year-old started 40 games and went 20–11 with a 3.02 ERA, earning his first of seven straight All-Star nominations. Behind Roberts, Curt Simmons went 17–8 with a 3.40 ERA, Bob Miller was 11–6 with a 3.57 ERA, and Bubba Church went 8–6 with a 2.73 ERA.

In the bullpen, Jim Konstanty posted a 2.66 ERA and was named the National League’s Most Valuable Player. Konstanty drew his success with a pitch called the palmball. Similar to a changeup, the palmball is thrown with the ball deep in your hand and your fingers surrounding it. Konstanty went 16–7, and his 74 appearances and 22 saves both led the league. He edged Stan Musial to win the MVP, but he did not bring home the Cy Young Award … because the award didn’t exist yet. Instead, he won National League Pitcher of the Year.

The Phils owned a middle-of-the-pack offense of which Philadelphia native Del Ennis was the offensive star in 1950. Ennis enjoyed his finest season in 1950. He hit .311, slugged 31 homers, and knocked in 126. He led the team in all three categories, giving him the Phillies Triple Crown. Catcher Andy Seminick also had a career year, batting .288 with 24 home runs. Richie Ashburn had a typical Ashburn season, hitting .303 with 84 runs scored and two home runs. “Whitey” also led the league with 14 triples in 1950.

The Whiz Kids were led in a different way by 22-year-old shortstop Granny Hamner, who was named the 1950 captain. Signed in 1944 right out of high school, Hamner began his career at age 17 and immediately joined the big-league club. He only batted .270 in 1950, but his feistiness epitomized the Whiz Kids.

Behind manager Eddie Sawyer, the Phillies had an up and down April before going 17–9 in May, and the Phils found themselves in first place at the All-Star break. The Phillies continued to win in the second half and enjoyed their first-place lead throughout the long, hot summer.

The Whiz Kids were everything that was right in the world, and a whole city celebrated the second trip to the World Series in franchise history. The vibrant, youthful, exuberant, and sometimes arrogant bunch made baseball worth watching again. Of course, nothing came easy in Philadelphia, and the Phillies were determined to make it interesting.

It is hard to imagine a collapse worse than the one Phillies fans experienced in 1964 when they blew a 6 ½-game lead with 12 games to play, but that is exactly what nearly occurred in 1950. The Whiz Kids held a 7 ½-game lead with 11 games to go. To put in perspective how monumental that collapse would have been, the 1964 Phillies had a 5 ½-game lead with 11 games to go—the lead at that point in 1950 was seven games!

The Phillies lost nine of 12 down the stretch while the Brooklyn Dodgers went 13–3. The Dodgers, who were nine games back on September 18, trimmed the Phils’ lead to one game as the two squads faced each other in the final game of the season.

It was a battle of aces, with Robin Roberts and Don Newcombe both seeking their 20th wins. Roberts took the mound with the score tied at 1 in the bottom of the ninth and promptly put Dodger runners on first and second with nobody out. Then Duke Snider laced a single to Richie Ashburn in shallow center. Dodgers third-base coach Milt Stock waved Cal Abrams home with the potential walk-off run that would force a three-game playoff. Ashburn, who was not known for a strong arm, charged hard, took the ball on one hop, and nailed the runner by several feet. It was the biggest play in Phillies history and it temporarily saved the pennant.

Roberts escaped further trouble, finally forcing an innocuous fly ball to right field to end the inning. Del Ennis revealed later that his seemingly routine catch in right field was anything but routine. “Easy fly ball all right,” Ennis said. “I lost the ball in the sun; the line drive hit me right in the chest and dropped right in my glove. I knew it was coming right at me so I just stood there and it hit me right in the chest. After the game, I had the seams of the ball in my chest.” His catch sent the game into extra innings.

Robin Roberts was the first batter in the 10th, and he squared off against Newcombe, as both managers chose to stick with their starters. Roberts singled up the middle against his counterpart hurler, giving the Phillies a leadoff baserunner. Two batters later, Dick Sisler batted with runners on first and second and one out. With the count one and two, Sisler crushed a fastball into the left-field bleachers at Ebbets Field for a three-run home run. It was the biggest swing in Phillies history.

In a touch of irony, Sisler’s father George was a scout for the Dodgers in 1950 and watched from the seats behind the Brooklyn dugout when Dick blasted his famous homer. Roberts retired the Dodgers 1-2-3 in the 10th to seal the victory and send the Phils to their second pennant in 68 years.

7 Charlie Manuel has the most managerial wins in Phillies history with 780. He also managed the most games in Phillies history (1,416) and his .551 winning percentage ranks fifth (minimum 50 games). Who would have ever guessed that was even possible during his first season, when the boos rained down on Manuel on a nightly basis?

Before joining the Phillies, Charlie had a successful run as the manager of the Cleveland Indians from 2000 to 2002. He collected 90 wins in his two full seasons with the Tribe and won the division in 2001. But he wasn’t Jim Leyland. Fans made up their minds the moment Larry Bowa was fired in 2004 that Leyland was their choice. When Manuel was announced as the 52nd manager of the Phillies, fans were furious.

Charlie lacked the same pedigree as Leyland, who won the World Series with the Marlins in 1997 and took the Pirates to three straight NLCS from 1990 to 1992. Gritty, tough, and proven, Jim Leyland was seemingly the perfect fit for Philadelphia. More importantly, he wanted to be in Philadelphia and openly vied for the role.

But fans were stuck with Charlie, and they voiced their opinions from the very start. For most of the 2005 season, fans booed Manuel every time he came out to the mound for a pitching change. Unpopular to begin with, his thick southern drawl and colloquial speech gave off the impression that he was simply not smart enough for the job. Many felt that he couldn’t even grasp the concept of a double-switch.

But people aren’t always as they seem and Charlie Manuel was no dummy, as evidenced by his acceptance to the University of Pennsylvania in 1963, where he was offered a basketball scholarship. Manuel turned down the offer in favor of a $20,000 bonus from the Minnesota Twins to play baseball. He was also no pushover. When asked whether he got mad enough at his players he once said, “Why don’t you come into my office later; I’ll show you just how mad I can get.”

Charlie proved his naysayers wrong fairly quickly, taking over an 86-win team and improving his club’s record in six of his first seven seasons as manager. His teams finished .500 or better in all but one of his nine seasons with the Phillies, and he went 27–19 in the postseason.

Before occupying his familiar perch at the end of the dugout, Charlie created a pretty nice career for himself as a player. He spent seven years in Minnesota’s farm system and won the Triple Crown with their single-A affiliate in 1967. He bounced around between the majors and minors from 1969 to 1975 before trying his luck in Japan, where he played professionally for six seasons. Manuel became a very popular figure and was dubbed “Aka-Oni” (The Red Devil) by fans and teammates. “Charlie-san” set a record with 48 homers in 1982 for the Kintetsu Buffaloes of the Japanese Pacific League. The year before, he became the first American to win the Most Valuable Player Award.

[image: image]

Charlie Manuel congratulates his team after winning the National League Division Series on October 12, 2009, in Colorado. Manuel, who won the MVP in Japan as a player, was routinely booed during his first season as the Phillies’ skipper. Five division titles, two pennants, and one world championship later, Charlie has the most managerial wins in Phillies history. Photo courtesy of Jeff Smith—Perspectives/Shutterstock.com.

Manuel, who became the oldest Phillies manager at age 69 in his last season, is now perhaps the most beloved manager in Phillies history. That tends to happen when you deliver your fans five straight division titles, two pennants, and a world championship. It also doesn’t hurt that he has a great sense of humor. “Growing up, I was one of eleven children,” Charlie said. “I never slept alone until I got married.”

8 Jimmy Rollins was the last MVP in a banner year for the shortstop and the team in 2007. He hit .296 with 30 home runs, 94 RBIs, and 41 stolen bases. Jimmy was first in the National League with 139 runs scored and set major-league records with 716 at-bats and 778 plate appearances. Rollins also set the modern club record with 20 triples (Sam Thompson had 28 triples in 1894).

His last triple was the cherry on top of an amazing final game of the 2007 season, when the Phils clinched the NL East for the first time in 24 years. Rollins made headlines entering the season when he told reporters, “I think we’re the team to beat.” He talked the talk, and then he and his teammates walked the walk.

After trailing the Mets by seven games on September 12, the Phillies came all the way back to force a tie with New York entering the final game of the season. They faced three possibilities on that final day: celebrate an NL East title, create a one-game playoff with the Mets, or lose the division outright and go home.

When the Phillies took the field on that Sunday afternoon, the Mets were already down 7–0 in their game—Hall of Famer Tom Glavine allowed seven earned runs in one-third of an inning and they were well on their way to an 8–1 defeat. All the Phillies had to do now was win their game to clinch the division. Jamie Moyer was given the crucial start and he handled the pressure admirably, allowing just one run in 5 ⅓ innings. Jimmy Rollins wasted no time to give his team the lead in the home half of the first. He led off with a single, stole second base, moved to third on a groundout by Shane “The Flyin’ Hawaiian” Victorino, and scored on a sac fly by Chase Utley.

The Phils led, 4–1, in the sixth when Rollins was at it again. Needing one more triple to reach 20 for the season, Rollins lined a base hit to right field. As the ball bounced off the wall, he motored around second and slid safely into third base under the tag of Ryan Zimmerman. With that hit, Rollins became the second Phillie to join the 30/30 club and the first player in MLB history to reach at least 200 hits, 20 triples, 30 HRs, and 40 steals in the same season. He also became the first NL player with 20 doubles, 20 triples, 30 homers, and 30 steals since Willie Mays in 1957.

His triple extended the lead to 5–1, and Brett Myers struck out the final batter three innings later, making the Phillies National League East champions.

9 If you were to write a script for your last game for a team, it would be hard to top the last act of one Colbert Michael Hamels. When the Phillies entered the 2015 season, they had already begun the rebuilding process, trading away Marlon Byrd and mainstays like Jimmy Rollins and Chase Utley. Following two straight 89-loss seasons, Hamels was the obvious next domino to fall. Trade rumors surrounded Hamels like a pack of gnats during the entire offseason and throughout the 2015 season. Hamels was assuredly the most prized piece in baseball and the chatter increased to a deafening level as the trading deadline approached. The hype was warranted. Amidst the constant swirling trade rumors, Hamels was having another fine season. After tossing seven shutout innings in a victory over the Braves in Atlanta, Hamels had a 3.02 ERA after 17 starts. Better yet, he was just 31 and in the third year of a reasonable six-year, $144 million deal with a 2019 option.
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