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SUPERSTARS OF SOCCER


MARIO YEPES


TO THE TOP!




 







	2010:


	Joins AC Milan on December 1.







	2008:


	Becomes captain of his country’s national soccer team.
Transfers to Chievo Verona on August 31.







	2004:


	Joins Paris SG on August 26.







	2003:


	Is part of the team that places fourth in the FIFA Confederations Cup.







	2002:


	Becomes a part of Nantes Atlantique on January 1.







	2001:


	Wins the Copa América with his national team.







	1999:


	Joins River Plate on July 1.







	1995:


	Starts his professional career in Cortulá.
First Division A game for Deportivos Cali on July 26.







	1976:


	Mario Alberto Yepes is born on January 13.
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The King of Soccer


MARIO ALBERTO YEPES DÍAZ IS CURRENTLY ONE of the most recognizable Colombian soccer players in the world. He plays as a center defender for AC Milan, the team with the most trophies in the world. He is also captain of the Colombian national team. He’s called “the King” because of his amazing control of the ball, and his insurmountable defense on the field.


As a center defense, Yepes doesn’t have all that many scoring opportunities as the strikers do. But soccer is a team sport, and each play is important. The King’s biggest asset is his height: at 6’1” (186cm) he beats most players reaching for a header on corner shots. But he earns his teammates’ approval by how he stops the opposing team’s attacks. His skill gave him the chance to play among the best teams in the world, such as his current team, Milan, Paris Saint-Germain and River Plate.


However, it wasn’t always like that. Like any footballer, Mario was born a human being like the rest of us. Neither did he start as a central defender.


A Prince is Born


On January 13th, 1976, Mario Yepes was born in Santiago de Cali, Valle del Cuaca Department of Colombia. He is the son of an esteemed data analysis professor of the Autónoma del Occidente University, who is also called Mario Yepes. No one expected the son of a the mathematician to become a professional football player, but sometime talent doesn’t come just from your genes.
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