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1 Puffs


How in the world do sheep stay so fluffy—no matter what they do?

Whenever I spend the day playing outside in the field, my fur gets tangled and wild. If I take a nap lying against a tree, my fur is smooshed flat and totally dirty when I wake up.

And I don’t even want to tell you what happens when I roll around in the barn.

But sheep are different from dogs. No matter what they do, they are always puffy. Their wool seems to stay bouncy and cheerful like a cloud all the time.
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There is just one problem. Even though they look super soft, sheep do not like to be used as pillows. I learned that the hard way.

There is something that sheep do love: playing hide-and-seek. And that was what we were doing on a sunny afternoon.
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My buddy Puffs was hiding. I was seeking.

Puffs is a very nice sheep, and he’s a really good friend. But he’s not the best at playing hide-and-seek.

When he’s the seeker, he almost always forgets that we are playing a game. If something catches his eye, he’ll wander over to check it out and forget to come find me!

And if he is the one hiding, well, let’s just say he doesn’t always remember how fluffy and white he is… and it’s hard enough to find good hiding spots in an open green field.
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If Puffs hides behind a tree—I found you!
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If Puffs hides behind a big hay bale—I found you!

If Puffs hides behind another sheep—well, that’s a little bit trickier, but still—I found you!
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Today Puffs tried hiding next to the cows grazing in the field.

“Found MOO!” I yelled, and the cows laughed so hard, I think a little milk came out of their noses.

“Aw, that’s no fair!” Puffs said. “You’re too good at this game, Bo! You always find me. Hmm, are you sure you’re not cheating?”

“No way!” I told Puffs. “Dogs never cheat. It’s impossible. We’re just not built that way.”

“Then how in the world did you find me?” the young sheep asked. “This hiding spot was perfect!”


[image: Image]


I didn’t have the heart to tell him that while cows are bigger than sheep, they have spots, and they are not fluffy.

You see, cows and sheep do not look anything alike, but they don’t smell alike either. I mean, they are totally different animals. So when a sheep tries to blend in with a herd of cows to fool a dog like me, it doesn’t work. They stick out like, well, a woolly sheep.
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“Hmm,” I said, thinking, “maybe I am just a lucky hide-and-seeker.”

Puffs nodded. “Yeah, that must be it. Because I know this was a really good hiding spot.”

As we headed back toward the flock of sheep, Puffs listed some other games we could play.

“Have you ever played tag?” he asked me.

“Yep, that’s fun,” I answered.

“What about freeze tag?” he tried.

“Yep, I’ve played that, too,” I said.

“Oh! What about sheep frog?” Puffs asked.

“Nope,” I said. “Wait. Um, is that like leapfrog, where you hop over your friends?”
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“Yes, but in sheep frog, you hop over sheep friends,” said Puffs. “But it sounds like you’ve played it. Gosh, Bo. Is there any game you aren’t good at?”

[image: Image]

I thought for a minute, then said, “I’m sure there is, but we will have to find it later. I have a few more pup chores to do before dinner tonight. See you tomorrow?”

“Okay,” said Puffs. “But I’m going to find a game that you’ve never ever played. I promise!”

[image: Image]

I chuckled as he bounded over to his sheep friends. If anyone could find a game like that, it would probably be Puffs.
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