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For my wife, Karen. You have seen both the loving and the not-so-loving sides of my nature and have had the wisdom and grace to create an environment where we could walk together in the pursuit of love. May your great love be returned unto you manyfold.
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Now the glory of these three will remain with you forever, faith, hope and love, but the greatest of these is love, for love is the ultimate expression of your faith and hope. Love never fails!
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To all who seek the transforming power of love, I would like to give a powerful and bold prayer that has been empowering people through the force of love for more than two thousand years. It is a simple fifty-nine-word prayer that has the power to unlock the marvel of love. Its words and thoughts have profoundly and thoroughly affected my relationship with God and with others. Thousands who have learned to make it part of their lives have been transformed through the peace and liberty it brings to those who dare to pray to live it.


You are in possession of life’s greatest mystery—the desire for giving and the hope of receiving love. Love is a universal force. It cannot be restricted by age, gender, social class, political philosophy, ethnicity, financial status, or religion, for then it would not be love.


In this book Roger Roth and I have included numerous personal stories, written from a firsthand perspective, that have been significant in our growth and understanding of love. As you read through this material, I believe you will come to see all the events of your life in a new light. Situations that have brought you joy and especially those that have been accompanied with regret will take on new significance. The events of your life, especially the difficult and painful ones, will find resolution through the eyes of love.


I, like many of you, have suffered through dark moments in the pursuit of love. And like many of you, I have known the atmosphere of supreme joy that surrounds the giving of love and the immeasurable fulfillment that accompanies receiving love. I’ve come to realize that the gift of love is not usually a chance happening—falling upon us at unexpected times—but is most often the result of discovering, understanding, and applying love’s many facets.


The amazing prayer that is discussed in this book has come down to us through the wisdom of the ages. The seven aspects of this prayer are given in a particular sequence and must be understood and applied in the order given for the promised effect. The simple steps, if followed in order, will do for you what they have done for countless others: cause you to acquire and grow in an incomparable and unstoppable love. Most of us have had neither a means of measuring the degree or growth of our love nor an orderly process to help us through many of love’s stumbling blocks and to achieve the possibility of perfect love. This process is the focus of this book.


Though the content of The Prayer of Love may not necessarily be religious, it is definitely spiritual. That is, the book reveals a supernatural pathway to love that is not limited to any particular religion, culture, or socioeconomic standing. Prayer at its heart is not a ritual of words but is simply a thought lifted up and God’s response to that thought. God’s response is always one of love. Many have considered the possibility of perfect love to be only a concept, but I know that it can become a growing reality in anyone’s life, as it is the ultimate hope for our struggling world.


Please join me in discovering this prayer and its power to activate a growing love in yourself and those around you.


I salute you for choosing love,


Mark Hanby


    For inquiries, please contact info@theprayeroflove.com.


Mark Hanby’s website is www.yourquantumlife.com.
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We are bleeding at the point of our most intimate relationships!


—MARK HANBY


I am guilty. I openly confess that I have not always made the most of my opportunities to love. In each of our lives, we have known people who cause us nothing but frustration and pain. If we are honest, all of us at times have done the same to others as well.


If we’ve been fortunate, however, then we have had a few special people who have chosen to love us while looking past our imperfections and blemishes. Life presents each of us with daily possibilities to mature and grow in love, but most of us do not recognize these opportunities because they often come disguised as problems and disappointments. This is where understanding and learning to pray “The Prayer of Love” can bring about a love transformation in your life.


Love is an eternally important topic. It is the wellspring from which all life receives meaning. Love knows no geographic, ethnic, social, religious, or cultural boundaries. Whether people realize it or not, it is the central motivating force in their daily lives.


We live in a materially prosperous world the like of which has never been seen in the history of humankind. Even the poorest among us, because of modern technology, have a standard of living that surpasses that of kings and nobles from earlier centuries. If happiness were based upon material possessions, we would be the happiest, most well-adjusted generation ever to live on the planet, and yet the opposite, unfortunately, seems to be the case.


WE ARE BLEEDING FROM OUR INTIMATE PARTS
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We are bleeding at the point of our most intimate relationships. For all our wealth, we have alarming rates of litigation, murder, suicide, divorce, drug abuse, and social unrest. Though we as a people desperately desire love, how to mature and grow in love remains elusive for many. I at one time was stuck exactly where so many are today—between a need and desire for true love with all people and an inability to make that desire a continuous daily reality.


I had known about “The Prayer of Love” for some time, but the catalyst for unlocking its power came during a conference at the New Orleans Superdome. On the platform with me were more than three hundred noted evangelical and charismatic leaders from across the nation. The expectant assembly that had gathered was eager to hear whatever we speakers had prepared.


As I stood before the seventy thousand enthusiastic attendees meeting in that arena, it suddenly dawned on me that what we on the platform and those in the audience needed and inwardly desired was something that could never be provided by the delivery of pithy messages in an auditorium setting.


The text of my message that evening was about the woman with the issue of blood who was healed when she touched the hem of Jesus’ garment. As I spoke, it became increasingly apparent to me that the point of the message was not only for the hearers gathered that night but for a hurting world as well.


This woman had had a severe medical issue for twelve years. She bled from her female parts day after day without cessation. She was bent over and could not stand erect. She was bleeding and slowly dying from her most intimate parts.


Within my spirit I heard the words “People are slowly bleeding to death at the point of their most intimate relationships.” Like this woman, foundations have been destroyed and roadblocks to loving relationships have been erected. What the attendees at that conference needed—indeed, what we all need—was a way to stop the bleeding. We are a society at risk, not because we lack material necessities, but because we do not know how to have meaningful, intimate, and loving relationships with those around us.


When in my mind’s eye, I saw the woman touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, I could see love flow through Jesus and stop the flow of blood in the woman as she became completely restored. The Apostle Paul’s prayer of love instantly came to mind, and I once again sought out its secrets that would cause maturity and growth in love.



THERE MUST BE MORE
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Many of us today are similar to this woman. We cannot function properly because the pain and fears from bleeding relationships have left us bent over and unable to see properly. This woman had spent all she had on physicians, but instead of getting better, she only grew worse. We do the same thing—go to conferences, purchase the latest self-help materials, and follow the latest teaching fad only to find our desire for growing love and relationships further away than when we started.


Seeking love, we often find ourselves searching after a variety of self-help and life-transformation measures. At the heart of most of these efforts is a desire to find acceptance, meaning, and transformational love. We are crying out in our spirits, “Is this all there is?” There must be more. Like the lyric “looking for love in all the wrong places,” every day we find others and even ourselves going to great lengths and engaging in often-misdirected efforts to try to stop the emotional bleeding in our lives.


Back in the late 1970s, I was invited by some eager searchers to accompany them to the final night of a weeklong spiritual discovery seminar, “Discovering Inner Peace and Spiritual Power,” that they had been attending. As the evening started, the entire group was whipped into excited displays of activity by divergent musical sounds and by the participants’ loud chanting. After some time, the attendees, with eyes closed, were led into humming a single low note as the leader, in theatric fashion, uttered statements of approval for the gatherers to ponder. The crowning event of the seminar was to have the faithful demonstrate their newfound spirituality by walking in bare feet across a bed of hot coals.


The leader, in a show of faith, went first, followed, one by one, by those who had paid large sums of money in an attempt to discover spiritual peace and power. As each person scurried across the coals, they were met with cheers of approval and embraces from others who had crossed before them. For the most part, they left in a mood of elation hoping that the week had brought them a measure of the spirituality they had been seeking.


The event organizers used the last evening to encourage the invited guests to participate in an upcoming seminar and discover what the gathered faithful had experienced. Amid the excitement and after witnessing something they thought was a near miracle (coal walking), many enthusiastically signed up for the next session. I did not sit in judgment of those gathered, but I did wonder at how willing these individuals were to seek out some measure of spirituality, to find some means to greater fulfillment and purpose.


About a week later, Emma, one of the persons who had invited me, stopped by my office. I asked her how things were going and if she and her friends were still feeling the inner contentment and elation they sought to demonstrate on that last evening of the seminar. In a disheartened tone, she said, “I went to the seminar because I had this longing that there must be more to life than what I was experiencing. After this fading momentary high, I am still saying to myself . . . there must be more.”


I believe this feeling—that there must be more—is a universal human desire. It is the desire to find not only a meaningful and fulfilling life but also to discover that which secretly underlies all our desires: to locate the full dimension of love.


I was reading in Time magazine an article entitled “Change We Can (Almost) Believe In,” and it reminded me of the story I just recounted. It is an article about the events inside the sweat lodge at the Angel Valley Retreat Center outside of Sedona, Arizona, where eighteen people were hospitalized and three died in their quest for spiritual discovery. James Arthur Ray, who conducted the retreat at Angel Valley, was charged with manslaughter and ultimately convicted on three counts of negligent homicide. But he is not a weird, on-the-fringe guru; he’s in the mainstream of today’s spiritual transformation movement, having been seen on Oprah and featured in the best-selling DVD The Secret.


The article describes how the $10.5 billion self-improvement business utilizes books, DVDs, courses, seminars, life coaching, retreats, infomercials, and various other devices to fill the human hunger for self-improvement and spirituality. So great is the desire that the top dozen motivational speakers each are able to average almost $25 million in yearly income.


At Angel Valley, fifty-five participants paid thousands of dollars for a week of what could be described as a form of compliant torture in order to learn to let their “higher self” guide them to feel “the power of the earth beneath them and the Angels above them.”


Angel Valley shows us how far people are willing to go to find spiritual transformation. Though I believe such methods will never bring a lasting result, I do not fault those who go to such extremes to satisfy the crying of the human soul for contentment and meaning. Unfortunately the methods that most choose will never answer this sincere cry. I have learned, from “The Prayer of Love,” that only spiritual maturity anchored by love and not self-reformation brings lasting spiritual transformation.


So we are encouraged by the modern self-help movement to reform our attitudes and actions in order to bring about contentment and spiritual transformation. Though this may be beneficial for many of us, the attainment of spirituality does not reside in human effort. Adjusting the way we think and act may increase our income or massage our ego, but alone it will never bring lasting transformation or the discovery of an unstoppable love.


Instead, the key factor in growing in love and spirituality is praying for and receiving spiritual maturity from God. It will change the way you act and think, though not as a consequence of human effort or following systematic self-help techniques, but rather as an almost effortless result of learning to allow growing love to freely enter and flow through your being.


Maturity, in the human sense, is the taking on of responsibility appropriate with age—acting your age. Most people have matured naturally to be able to read and work and become productive members of society. These same people may never have matured spiritually to live beyond anger, self-pity, frustration, anxiety, or adolescent attitudes and desires. As my father used to say to me, “Wearing a size eleven shoe does not make a man a man.”


We have linked our world through the power of the Internet, but as yet we are unable to connect it by the wonder of love. For love to consume our world requires spiritual maturity—the capacity to receive, to give, and to grow in love, regardless of conditions, obstacles, or circumstances that would seek to limit it.


Though we speak of fulfillment and discovering our spirituality and purpose, underlying this is really a need to access a love that is able to activate these in our life. This often hidden desire, to go beyond life’s limitations and discover an avenue to abundant, growing, and never-ending love, is at the heart of our efforts to bring about self-reformation and spirituality. The Prayer of Love is the understanding and the method to make this desire a constant reality in our lives. It is the answer to the yearning “Is this all there is—there must be more!”



TEN YEARS TO LEARN ONE LESSON
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I was raised by wonderful parents. My father was a minister in a very strict denomination, an organization with a myriad of rules and regulations for “proper Christian conduct.” Although what constituted proper conduct varied somewhat from church to church, there were various rules on acceptable dress and social behaviors.


When I was twenty-three, I was invited to pastor a fledgling church in Fort Worth, Texas, which was part of this same denomination. Although I was well known, even at this early age, and had the ability to pastor a church, I admit that my lack of spiritual maturity in some areas was a hindrance to helping the church achieve spiritual growth and transformation.


The legalism produced by the required rules and regulations of conduct had caused people to superficially judge one another by what they did and how they looked rather than by who they were. These rules were rooted in fear and the result of trying to protect people from perceived negative worldly influences. Fear always causes people to judge others by external behavior, rather than through understanding a person’s heart. This, of course, is a common condition of many in society, whether they are religious or not. This improper judgment was not unique to us alone, but, in our case, was manifested through our self-imposed rules of conduct where, in other places, this judgment may reveal itself in various other ways.


The rules we created and confused with the Word of God had taken the place of spiritual maturity. Spiritual maturity gives us the ability to see as God sees and to give up the security of our fears for the liberty found in love. Over time we as a church developed a great maturing love.


It takes maturity to change and to stand in the face of opposition. It takes courage to challenge your attitudes that may be rooted in improper judgment. The events that were unfolding caused many of my peers to disassociate themselves. It is a strange reality that fear of change causes some people to prefer the security of bondage to the liberty of spirit, but to those who obtain the maturity to change, there is great reward.


After pastoring for about a decade, I preached a sermon that had been developing within me for years entitled Brickyard Churches and Junkyard Dogs. I told the church, in a facetious manner, that they no longer needed God, because they had me to tell them what to do. I told them how to dress, when to come to church, how to pray, and to pay their tithes and I answered whatever need they had at the moment.


In my sermon I was describing how many churches were like brickyards patrolled by junkyard dogs. Their members were in a perpetual state of immaturity needing someone to constantly tell them what to do rather than having the maturity to walk in love. Instead of the liberty of a mobile energetic church that walked in the world in the maturity of the spirit, their prejudices allowed them to be a place where their fears of losing out on God and spirituality were translated into inappropriate attitudes, improper judgment, and a need for control.


We had a great revelation of the grace of God. We decided to stop doing everything God never told us to do and start focusing on love and its power to transform, not by effort but through maturity. We began implementing some of the principles found in Paul’s prayer of love—though at the time I didn’t recognize this prayer as the condensation of those principles—and it dramatically changed us. Rather than focusing on external behaviors, we began to focus on the heart. Instead of a self-righteousness attitude that demanded obedience to a law of do’s and don’ts, we started to search out and discover the divine uniqueness of each individual. The maturity of grace did for us what legalism was totally incapable of doing.


It is at this time that we began to see a great change and growth in our congregation. Lives by the thousands were transformed, and we saw healings and miracles. As I look back on those days, I see that this did not come about because of any wisdom or power on our part, but because we dared to see what would happen if we opened ourselves to the rule of love. This was only a beginning, but it was a great beginning.


God’s desire is to heal a bleeding world. Love is the only power that can deliver us from our bleeding issues and bring about true spiritual transformation. Emma’s longing—“there must be more”—is our longing as well, and its answer is found in discovering and applying “The Prayer of Love.” There is more, much more. Trust love above all else, and let it and not your own efforts transform you by the majesty of its power.
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