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  WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT

  EXPOSING THE BIG GAME

  I read this book with wonderment at what our species has done to other species, and with admiration for how staunchly Jim Robertson comes to the defense of those other species, with intelligence, humor, understanding, but above all, compassion. Jim ends his book with these ringing words, both true and eloquent: “Sooner or later, the obdurate hunter crouching in the darkness of ages past must cave in and make peace with the animals or rightfully, if figuratively, die off and be replaced with a more evolved earthling—one who appreciates nonhumans as unique individuals, fellow travelers through life with their own unassailable rights to share the planet.”

  Jeffrey Masson, Author of When Elephants Weep, and Dogs Make Us Human

  Hard hitting, on target, forthright and forceful.

  Ingrid Newkirk, President of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

  Exposing the Big Game blends spectacular photography, indisputable facts and clear reasoning. Jim does not mince words in describing the senselessness and depravity of hunting and the psychopaths who kill for pleasure.

  Peter Muller, President of the League of Humane Voters

  Exposing the Big Game, a passionate and informed indictment of America’s hunting culture, exposes the savagery, cruelty, environmental recklessness and yes, the pathology of this most murderous of sports. Jim Robertson is that rarest of breeds, a talented writer with a gift for telling a story who is also a lifelong outdoorsman with a profound knowledge of the natural world as well as a compassionate human being with a deep love for all living creatures. Exposing the Big Game is quite simply a masterpiece, a treasure not to be missed by anyone who cares about wildlife, the environment and living gently on planet Earth.

  Norm Phelps, Author of The Longest Struggle: Animal Advocacy from Pythagoras to PETA

  Jim Robertson has a gifted eye for wildlife photography and his writing incorporates humor, insight and factual observations. Look at each and every animal in this remarkable book as individual self-aware beings deserving of our respect and admiration. If we all could see these magnificent creatures as Jim sees them, there would be hope, not just for their survival, but for our own survival also.

  Captain Paul Watson (from his Foreword), Founder and President of Sea Shepherd Conservation Society

  Not since Cleveland Amory’s Man Kind? Our Incredible War on Wildlife has a book been more explosive in exposing the politics, hypocrisies and brutality of big game hunting in North America. Exposing the Big Game reveals the suffering, decimation and endangerment of America’s wild animals who are targeted by sportsmen.

  Laura Moretti, Founder of The Animals Voice

  For years, Jim Robertson has inspired reverence for wildlife through his photography. Now he has created a book that ought to be mandatory reading for those who still think there’s reverence in hunting.

  Ethan Smith, Author of Building an Ark: 101, Solutions to Animal Suffering
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  WHO SHOULD READ

  EXPOSING THE BIG GAME?


  Imagine you‘re a hunter and you just bought a copy of Exposing the Big Game to add to your collection of books and magazines featuring photos of prize bull elk, beefy bison and scary bears (the kind of animals you objectify and fantasize about one day hanging in your trophy room full of severed heads). This one also includes pictures of “lesser“ creatures like prairie dogs and coyotes you find plain ol‘ fun to trap or shoot at.

  You don‘t normally read these books (you’re too busy drooling over the four-legged eye candy to be bothered), but for some reason this one‘s burning a hole in your coffee table. So you take a deep breath and summon up the courage to contemplate the text and its meaning. Several of the words are big and beyond you, and you wish you had a dictionary, but eventually you begin to figure out that Exposing the Big Game is more than just a bunch of exposed film featuring the wild animals you think of as “game.“ This book actually has a message and the message is: hunting sucks!

  You don‘t want to believe it—the notion that animals are individuals rather than resources goes against everything you’ve ever accepted as truth. But reading on, you learn about the lives of those you‘ve always conveniently depersonalized. Finally it starts to dawn on you that animals, such as those gazing up at you from these pages, are fellow earthlings with thoughts and feelings of their own. By the time you‘ve finished the third chapter your mind is made up to value them for who they are, not what they are. Now your life is changed forever!

  Suddenly you‘re enlightened and, like the Grinch, your tiny heart grows three sizes that day. The war is over and you realize that the animals were never the enemy after all. You spring up from the sofa, march over to the gun cabinet and grab your rifles, shotguns, traps, bows and arrows. Hauling the whole cache out to the chopping block, you smash the armaments to bits with your splitting maul. Next, you gather up your ammo, orange vest and camouflage outfits and dump ‘em down the outhouse hole.

  Returning to the book, you now face the animals with a clearer conscience, vowing never to harm them again. You‘re determined to educate your hunter friends with your newfound revelations and rush out to buy them all copies of Exposing the Big Game for Christmas...

  Or suppose you are a non-hunter, which, considering the national average and the fact that the percentage of hunters is dropping daily, is more than likely. Up-to-the-minute polls reveal that avid hunters comprise less than 5 percent of Americans, while you non-hunters make up approximately 90 percent, and altruistically avid anti-hunters represent an additional 5 percent of the population. For you, this book will shed new light on the evils of sport hunting, incite outrage and spark a firm resolve to help counter these atrocities.

  And if you‘re one of the magnanimous 5 percent—to whom this book is hereby dedicated—who have devoted your very existence to advocating for justice by challenging society’s pervasive double standard regarding the value of human versus nonhuman life, the photos of animals at peace in the wild will provide a much needed break from the stress and sadness that living with your eyes open can sometimes bring on. As a special treat cooked up just for your enjoyment, a steaming cauldron of scalding satire ladled lavishly about will serve as chik’n soup for your anti-hunter’s soul.

  So, who should read Exposing the Big Game? Any hunter who hasn’t smashed his weapons with a splitting maul…or any non-hunter who isn’t yet comfortable taking a stand as an anti-hunter. The rest of you can sit back and enjoy the pretty pictures.
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  FOREWORD

  by Captain Paul Watson

  In 1956, French author Romain Gary published Roots of Heaven, a revolutionary novel about a man who champions elephants in Chad. The book opened up a new paradigm, an alternative view of nature that was mostly alien at the time, but is now finding a wide base of support a half a century later.

  In the novel, Gary’s character Morel protects the elephants with non-lethal but violent campaigns. He shoots and wounds or captures and flogs elephant hunters and poachers. He becomes a hero to some and a dangerous terrorist to the authorities. Most notably a Jesuit priest condemns him for elevating elephants above humans. Gary refers to his unique character as an extremist of hope.

  I like to think that Gary planted a seed or a meme with that novel and I understand the vision he was trying to capture—a world where the human species respects the rights, the feelings, the consciousness and the uniqueness of other species.
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  It is a vision of evolution for humanity where we cast aside the barbaric behavior of our past to set foot upon a road towards a different, wiser and kinder journey.

  This path has grown even wider and clearer over the years with people like Jane Goodall, Birute Galdikas, and Dian Fossey dedicating their lives to chimps, orangutans and gorillas. Their pioneering in this new approach of protecting and defending nature instead of destroying it has been followed by many others like Rob Stewart, Kim McCoy and Julie Anderson with sharks or Dr. David Wingate with Bermuda storm petrels.
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  These new and bold wildlife guardians entered the wilderness not with guns and traps, snares and harpoons but with sketch pads, notebooks, binoculars and cameras. With a combination of awe and respect they ventured forth to understand and to capture the beauty and the magic of all creatures great and small.

  Jim Robertson is one of these dedicated defenders of the wild. Like myself, he started early, defending animals from boys with BB guns and firecrackers. Where some of our peers took perverse pleasure in extinguishing life, Jim and I experienced the immense satisfaction of protecting life.

  Armed with a camera, Jim has created a masterpiece with this book. He takes the reader into the wilderness with pen and lens, with a narrative that reads easily as he introduces species after species in a comfortable and enlightening manner. We learn the history, the plights, the habits and the mystery of the animals Jim presents to us. Any idiot can shoot a gun, whereas it takes skill to shoot a camera.

  I find Exposing the Big Game to be especially interesting because it describes and presents the psychology of the “hunter“ in a straightforward, tell it like it is manner. Jim does not sugar coat his message and there is no compromising or appeasement for there can be no compromising with death and there is nothing to be admired from those who kill for pleasure, sport and short term gratification due to frustrated sexual inadequacies.

  Hunters are scum and Jim does not pull any punches. Any man who has to kill a magnificent bear or bull elk to mount its head on his wall has some very deep and disturbing psychological and sexual problems. Hunting is no longer necessary for our survival but trophy hunting was never necessary for human survival. Trophy hunters can be described quite adequately as sadistic perverts and social deviants.
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  There is only one vicious creature stalking the wilderness and that is the hominid primate that has become a divine legend in its own mind. The enemy is us and the real challenge is to subdue the destructive urges within each of us and to channel those urges in the direction of affirming life and not taking it. The primitive man is a killer ape, the evolved man or woman is a shepherd protecting life.
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  Sport hunters cravenly lurking in their camouflage deer or duck blind or deep sea anglers strapped to their fighting chairs are the most base of human cowards. They kill from concealment and they kill with expensive weapons without risking a hair on their bodies. They then pose with their victims like they have just conquered mount Everest or scored with a Playmate and I’ve always marveled at how the dead bleeding corpses they pose beside are still more beautiful and more noble than the grinning ridiculous hominid apes, strutting their machismo, like little boys trying to impress their Daddies.

  But I do confess I am guilty of taking a modicum of pleasure from hunting myself. You see, I love hunting accidents and every time I read or hear of some ignorant nimrod who shoots himself, or falls out of a deer blind or who blows himself up with a stick of dynamite, I think, ah, another Darwin Award, and the world is just a little safer for the victims. I view hunting accidents simply as a karmic death penalty for murdering the innocent.
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  When I became a national director for the Sierra Club from 2003 to 2006, I was shocked to find Sierra Club Executive Director Carl Pope aggressively defending hunting, trapping and sport fishing. They had even posted a webpage showing Sierra Club directors and staff posing with their “kills.“ I spoke out against it of course, citing that John Muir, the founder of the Sierra Club was a very outspoken anti-hunter who once described hunting as the “murder business.”

  I found the Sierra Club to be very intolerant of vegetarians and anti-hunters, so much so that I was actually admonished for my articles critical of hunters. I also angered the Club by refusing to endorse John Kerry for President of the United States. The Club wanted to give Kerry a unanimous endorsement but I refused on the grounds that Kerry had just shot a number of pheasants to prove himself worthy for the 5 percent of the American electorate who were hunters. In doing so, he lost my vote and I endorsed Ralph Nader instead, earning me the scorn of the Club leaders.

  I finally resigned from the Board of Directors in protest of the Sierra Club promoting a “Why I Hunt” essay contest with the first prize being a trophy hunt to Alaska. I thought I had joined the Sierra Club, not the Safari Club.

  John Muir’s dream had been successfully hijacked and stolen from defenders of the wild by killers of the wild. I found out that as someone who opposed killing and cruelty, I was no longer welcome in the Sierra Club.

  I have fought mad dog animal killers all my life and thus I find Exposing the Big Game to be a very inspiring book. Jim Robertson has a gifted eye for wildlife photography and his writing incorporates humor, insight and factual observations.

  Jim is like Romain Gary’s character Morel, an “extremist of hope.“ He sees through the eyes of ecological wisdom that if we are to survive on the planet, that we must change our ways, that we must put the primitive behavior of our past behind us and we must embrace the diversity of life with compassion, respect, understanding and with love.
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  The psychology of the big game hunter has no place any longer in today’s world. The violence we have inflicted on nature has already taken an extreme toll. We are now living in the midst of the Anthropocene extinction event, the sixth major extinction event in our planet’s history. Between 1980 and 2045, in a mere 64 years, we will destroy more species of plants and animals than have gone extinct in the last 65 million years. It took more than twenty million years for the diversity of animal life to recover from the last major extinction event that put an end to the Jurassic period and in a mere 10,000 years we will have negated that recovery.

  The only solution is the extremism of hope and the extremism of compassion. We must eradicate the extremism of violence and cruelty that the big game hunter represents.

  People like Jim Robertson can help show the way towards this new world view. Look at each and every animal in this remarkable book as individual self-aware beings deserving of our respect and admiration. If we all could see these magnificent creatures as Jim sees them, there would be hope, not just for their survival, but for our own survival also.
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  For the greatest truth in nature is this, no species can live upon this earth without living in accordance to the three basic laws of ecology: (1) the law of diversity, that an eco-system is strengthened by the diversity of species within it, (2) the law of interdependence, that all species are dependent upon each other for survival and (3) the law of finite resources, that there is a limit to growth, a limit to carrying capacity. Human populations grow by literally stealing the carrying capacity of other species and by so doing, they diminish diversity and thus cut the bonds of interdependence.

  Humanity will not survive without wilderness, without forests and without a living ocean. The hunter who pulls the trigger on threatened, rare, endangered or protected species may as well be pointing his gun at all of us.

  The cruelty and destruction that humans have inflicted upon each other is surpassed only by the cruelty and destruction humans have inflicted upon the nonhuman citizens of this world. Hunters are guilty of crimes against nature, against future generations and against humanity because diminishment leads to collapse and to extinction and we forget that we as animals, as primate hominids, will commit collective suicide if we continue with our barbaric traditions and behavior in the face of a global ecological collapse.
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  Look into the eyes of the world citizens in this book. Look and feel their pain, for they are the disenfranchised from who we have stolen habitat and life – for far too long.
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