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Preface


Several years ago I pulled up a chair at the Liars’ Table at the Manchaca Fire Hall. A glance at the wirey guy next to me told me he had done a lot of hard outdoors work, probably down on the farm. Clarence Vogel, the jefe maitre d’ proprietor of this down home roadside café/firehall, asked me if I knew Bill. We did our howdys, and Bill’s slow easy drawl told me it was a Texas farm. We taled about contrary horses and had a great chat, complete with plenty of laughs. We both like to laugh, a lot.

When Bill got up to leave he tossed me a paper napkin. He said, “Here Jim, this is for you.” I started to laugh at his “gift” then I looked at the back of it. On the back was an incredible cartoon sketch of a horse. I had never seen better artistry, and here it was on the back of a paper napkin.

After Bill left, I went to Clarence and showed him the incredible napkin art. He smiled and took me into his office, where he produced a large notebook, full of plastic sheet protectors, each containing two of Bill’s sketches. I laughed till I cried at the wonderful cartoons.

I’m honored that Bill calls me a friend, and I was even more honored when he said he would like to do some sketches for this book. Unfortunately, Bill ran into some health problems and was unable to do the sketches. Fortunately for all of us, Bill gave me permission to use the original napkins. So, if the quality of a couple of the sketches is a little rough, you now know the rest of the story. And yes, those are real coffee stains on a couple of them!
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This is the first sketch given to me by Bill Erhard.
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Let’s face it, Texans love a good party!



Introduction


I want to take you on a great adventure. No matter how long you have lived in Texas, or anywhere else for that matter, you will be amazed and amused by this book. No, not from my writing ability, but by the incredible diversity, creativity, and just plain silliness that goes into some of these events.

How else can you explain festivals to celebrate fire ants, mosquitoes, alligators, blackeyed peas, cartoon characters, shrimp, oysters, crawfish, cotton, every kind of music imaginable, famous and infamous people, trees, rivers-lakes-streams-springs, flowers, holidays from dozens of other countries, and for oatmeal?

Texans love to party and will use any available excuse!

If we don’t have a couple holidays in a month, we’ll just borrow a few from other countries!

I guarantee that you will find real belly laughs just reading about some of these wonderful events. Only in Texas would a classical music festival be called the Texas Toot! What about an event called the Prickly Pear Pachanga? Or a favorite of mine, the Big Stinkin’ International Improv & Sketch Comedy Festival, referred to by everyone as BS. You get the picture.

No wall full of books could cover Texas. This book will cover the major events in each region of the state, while providing the reader with contact information to the towns and events. Almost every town has some events that space limitations did not allow me to include. Generally I’ve only included community-wide events.

Getting Good Info Is Hard To Do!

One problem is that no book can be completely up to date. Every day new events are being announced, and other events are being discontinued. Dates, locations, and even the names of events change. It’s now late June 2001, and most of the annual events that occurred in early 2001 have not yet set the date for their 2002 event. Between the time I finish this manuscript and the time you buy the book, some aspects of it will be out of date.

Early on in this project I hit my first big surprise. I have some point-and-click computer background and went into this project expecting the most current information to be on the websites. Not so, world-wide-web-breath!

I found numerous websites, boldly announcing an event and prominently displaying the dates, but without showing the year. It appears that many websites haven’t been updated in years!

Websites often disagree with each other; it is often hard to know who is the official organizer of the event and should have the best info.

Another caveat about websites and literature alike. Just today I checked out a website that was last updated this week. Should be current. It was. But one of the events on the website was an announcement of a festival that is to held from February 28-31. Now, I’d pay good wampum to see the 31st of February! Must have been quite a leap this year! Or, perhaps they were “doing the time warp again.” More likely, it was just a typo. The bottom line is, typos happen, and it’s always a good idea to:

Check BEFORE you go!

OK, you ask, how did I get “the real info” about the events?

Simple, I just made up anything I needed!

No, actually the short answer is, “Lots of work.”

The long answer is “Lots of mail, email, and phone calls.” Through a variety of methods, I tried to contact every event in this book. Most of them sent me the most current info about their events. An eight-foot table in my home is covered with boxes full of the responses (and some of the literature was three years old!!!).

Space limitations also prevent me from giving the reader a “complete” description of so many events. I have tried to summarize each event, giving you the flavor of it and highlighting some of the special aspects.

So, how do you get the “real” info about an event?

Fear not, dear reader, I’ve provided you with the tools to prevent those problems. For each event I’ve tried to provide several ways to check for the most current information. Wherever possible I provide phone, mail, email, and website information. But the important thing is. . . .

Check BEFORE you go!

Most events that don’t happen on the same day every year (like July 4th) get their schedule ironed out about four to six months before the event happens. Sixty to ninety days before you go, using the contact info I’ve provided you, you should be able to get the whole lowdown on the when and where.

I Need Your Help. . . .

Yep, that’s right, I need your help on gathering info. Due to a few of the laws of physics, I can’t be at all the places at the same time. But I intend to get to as many as I can.

You can help me with this book (no you can’t have your name on the front!). In the future, when this book is revised, I want the info to be as correct as possible. Here’s how you can help. If you know of an event that should be included in this book, or if you have new info on an event, please email the info to me at Festival@onr.com or mail it to me at Jim Gramon, P.O. Box 2100 Manchaca, TX 78652-2100.

I love going to these events, and those of you who read my last book know I’m a folklorist and storyteller. I had the good fortune to grow up around John Henry Faulk, J. Frank Dobie, Ben King Green, Kinky Friedman, Cactus Pryor, Allen Damron, Roy Orbison, and my girlfriend, Liz Carpenter.

If you would like for me to judge a contest or come tell some tall tales, just drop me a line.

Organization of This Book

I sat and scratched for days, trying to figure out the best way to organize this book, to make it as easy to use as possible. It is set up as a Calendar of Events in, what else, chronological order.


Please pay close attention to the year in the date.


When I didn’t have the date for their next event, I put them in under the date their event last took place. Often this is a good indicator of the time of year/month that they like to hold it.

Wherever possible I include the organizer’s target date, like “the 2nd Saturday in March.”

Other events hop about like fleas on a hot plate, being held at different dates each year. For these I will give the actual date, if possible.

Otherwise I’m forced to give a generalization like, “Early March” or “Mid-July.” Or, worse yet, some event organizers assure me that their event is held “Each spring”! We just stand by for 90 days?

Some events are long-term, like the State Fair of Texas, taking place over many weeks. These will be introduced on the calendar when they first begin. Then they will be shown again at the start of each succeeding month in which they occur.

Some holidays or events are celebrated all over the state. Like the 4th of July, Cinco De Mayo, Texas Independence Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Octoberfest, or Juneteenth. In those cases I’ve selected a representative selection of events that show the various ways it is celebrated. But be sure to check your locality to see what’s going on.

Another organizational challenge for this book was how to properly indicate the location of regional events, like county fairs that are held at some facility located between two towns. When this occurs, the towns closest to the event will be shown with a hyphen between them, like the fictitious Austin - San Marcos Quadrennial Hoedown and Slop Sling.


Regions of Texas and Index of Events


To help you find your way around, there is a list of Texas towns by region and an index at the back of the book.

The list has all of the towns by the geographic region of the state in which they appear. Towns were assigned to the various regions based predominantly on the geographic nature of the region. I’ve included a map of the state, broken into the following regions:

[image: images]

The state of Texas, divided into geographical regions

 

The index includes all the events and page numbers where they are described.

One other point: I’ve done my best to be sure the events are described here accurately. But I haven’t been able to attend all of these festivals (I’m trying to though!), and in many cases I’m forced to depend on the promoters’ and publicists’ descriptions of the event. Hopefully they are all accurate, but there is no way I can guarantee it.

So, without any further palaverin’ . . .

here’s where the fun is in Texas. . . .

[image: images]

Your author heading off to find another festival.
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January


When the weather gets bad we put it in the box—U-all folks do that too don’t you?


Well, here we are in the middle of the “long” (8 to 12 weeks) Texas winter! It’s depressing to think that we won’t be able to go water skiing or skinny dipping for at least another month! At times the temperature even plunges down around forty degrees! I joke, a little, because there are some areas like the Panhandle that do have a long cold winter, but for most in Texas it isn’t bad at all.

It’s the start of a new month, a new year, and another twelve months of parties, festivals, events, shindigs, jubilees, hootnannies, fairs, cookoffs, and so on. You get the picture.

You might wonder why there aren’t a lot of activities in January. Well partner, here’s the story. Texans know how to party, and they know they will have to pace themselves if they ever expect to be up for the whole year. So we tend to start out slow, using those blustery, forty-degree days to put together plans and provisions for everything to come.

Planning and pace are the key words. Stuck in the house, it might just be a pretty good time to fine-tune that barbecue sauce, pie recipe, or those secret chili ingredients. I wonder if Jim Bob is going to put any ginger into this year’s version of his sauce? What fertilizer is Sally puttin’ on those killer tomatoes she grows? Time to plan.

It’s happened many times. The stories circulate at the local Liars’ Tables about folks who failed to properly pace themselves and were totally partied out before Halloween.

Pace Yourself!
And always double check the dates of the events.
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	Fort Worth: North Central

	Southwestern Exposition, Livestock Show & Rodeo




	 

	January 12 - February 3, 2002

	Late January, Early February




	 

	About ten days of rodeoing, country and western music, and livestock judging of critters ranging from pigeons to bulls. Will Rogers Memorial Center, 3301 W. Lancaster, (817) 877-2400, www.fwstockshowrodeo.com
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	Big Spring: West

	Harley Davidson Chili Cookoff




	 

	January 13, 2001

	 




	 

	Bikes and bowls of red, now that is fun! Held at the Howard County Fairgrounds at FM 700 and Highway 80. Tom Koger, P.O. Box 1391, Big Spring, TX 79721, (915) 263-7641, www.bigspringtx.com
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	Lake Jackson: Gulf

	Brazosport Run for the Arts




	 

	January 13, 2001

	2nd Saturday in January




	 

	One of the premier road races in the country. The race is designated as the Houston Area Road Runners Association (HARRA) Fall Series 10K Championship. The course is 10K out and back, flat, fast course, certified, and sanctioned. Proceeds benefit the Brazosport Center for the Arts & Sciences. 5K Run/Walk, 10K Run. Held at the Center for the Arts & Sciences, 400 College Drive. Call (409) 265-7661. www.runforthearts.com
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	Freeport: Gulf

	Martin Luther King Parade




	 

	January 14, 2002

	Held on the Martin Luther King Holiday




	 

	The parade goes through Freeport and features area bands, churches, and community leaders. Held on West Second Street. Call (409) 238-4342. www.freeport.tx.us
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	Goldthwaite: Gulf

	Mills County Youth Fair and Livestock Show




	 

	January 18-20, 2002

	3rd weekend in January




	 

	Great fair and great fun for young and old. Held at the Mills County Civic Center. (915) 648-2650, http://resources.rootsweb.com/USA/TX/Mills/
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	San Antonio: South

	Juice Anniversary Celebration




	 

	January 18-20, 2002

	3rd weekend in January




	 

	
The Juice Anniversary Celebration brings the pages of The Juice magazine to life for three days in the month of January. The concerts include blues, Christian, jazz, R&B, rap, and reggae. All events are held in downtown San Antonio, at the Lila Cockrell Sunken Gardens.

Carl Booker, 10635 IH-35 North, Suite 312, San Antonio, TX 78233, (210) 655-5956, Fax: (210) 655-7057, avista@thejuiceonline.com, www.thejuiceonline.com
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	Port Arthur: Gulf

	Janis Joplin Birthday Bash




	 

	January 20, 2001

	 




	 

	Janis Joplin was born January 19, 1943. She died October 3, 1970. Her annual Birthday Bash includes blues and rock music and features the Southeast Texas Musical Heritage concert as a salute to successful Port Arthur and Gulf Coast area artists and musicians. Held at the Port Arthur Civic Center, Highway 73 at Ninth Avenue.
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Liz Carpenter and Jim do some book signing at a small country fair.





	 

	Triangle Concert Productions, Don Ball, 3319 Avenue D, Nederland, TX 77627, (409) 722-3699, (800) 235-7822, Fax: (409) 722-2255, triangleconcert@webtv.net, www.portarthur.com/janis/index1.html
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	McAllen: South

	Rio Grande Valley International Music Festival




	 

	January 23-26, 2002

	Last weekend in January




	 

	
This neat music festival features educational concerts, classical, and pops. Thousands of students from the Lower Valley area get to enjoy the twelve elementary concerts. All events are held at the McAllen Civic Center, located at the Harlingen Municipal Auditorium, 1300 South Tenth, Radisson Resort, SPI 500 Padre Blvd.

Rio Grande Valley International Music Festival, Inc., Scott Hollinger, Finance Secretary, P.O. Box 2315, McAllen, TX 78502, (956) 618-6085, www.governor.state.tx.us/music/tmec.main.htm
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Mid-Winter Festival of Music




	 

	January 26 - March 3, 2002

	Last weekend in Jan. till first weekend in March




	 

	
This is a six-weekend music festival, celebrating the sounds of the Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, and Early Classical repertoire as well as a few surprises! Along the way, there will be Renaissance dances, Scottish ballads, Celtic harps, and early music at the “cutting edge”—an appropriate homage to the new millennium. Events are held at the First English Lutheran Church, 30th and Whitis.

For information contact: Texas Early Music Project, Daniel Johnson, Artistic Dir., P.O. Box 4328, Austin, TX 78765, (512) 371-0099, (512) 371-7753, dmj726@aol.com, www.early-music.org
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	Mission: South

	Texas Citrus Fiesta




	 

	January 25-27, 2001

	Last week in January




	 

	
This fiesta and county fair features a free parade, a fun fair for kids and adults, food, live music, costume style show, coronation of Queen Citriana and Citrus King, Parade of Oranges, a golf tournament, arts and crafts, folklorico dancers, children’s music, cloggers, live county/western, tejano, mariachi, and stage bands. Held in La Lomita Plaza, in downtown Mission.

Texas Citrus Fiesta, Barbara Pena, Director, P.O. Box 407, Mission, TX 78573, (956) 585-9724, Fax: (956) 580-9728, www.missionchamber.com







[image: images]

 


February


Y’all redy fer sum biskits?


We’re just about done with winter. Talk at the Feed-and-Seed has turned to when to plant what and in which field. How big a garden are you puttin’ in this year? How many rows of what? Which calves, sheep, goats, colts, llamas, and emus are going to be ready to show at the upcoming county fair? And, who’s gonna win the prizes for the best whatever?

WARNING: The events are starting to kick off, despite the unpredictable weather. During the spring and fall, always carry enough clothes that you could handle a thirty-degree change in the weather. In Texas we have what we call blue northers that blow in very quickly. In an hour I’ve seen the weather go from the sunny seventies, to sleeting in the thirties. So to avoid having to wear a plastic trash bag serape home, always carry some extra layers of clothing. When my son James was competing in soccer tournaments all over the state, the back of our truck looked like I sold used clothing for a living! Be prepared.

Now a word about barbecue, BBQ, bar-b-cue, or barbeque.

[image: images]

Barbecuin’ in Texas is serious stuff. In Texas this is a typical “small” 3 grill model! Photo by Javier Cortez.

However you choose to spell it, we do a lot of it in Texas, and always remember that it’s sacred. Folks who could care less how you vote or which church you attend, can end up squaring off over the proper technique for cooking good barbecue. What kind of marinade to use, how long to smoke it, do you use a rub or not, wood, gas, or charcoal, what kind of wood, direct or indirect heat, wrap in foil or not? All that, and we haven’t asked anything about what kind of sauce you use (tomato or not, sweet or not, etc.). Are you taking notes? Most Texans have opinions on most of these questions.

I love barbecue. My bride (20 years) Sally says I’ve never met a barbecue I couldn’t enjoy. The way I figure it, by not being picky, I get to enjoy a whole lot more barbecue. One of my favorite things to do is ask folks at cookoffs what their preferences are. It’s fun. It’s kind of like pushing a snowball off the top of a really big hill. It’s fun to watch ’em get wound up. A guaranteed icebreaker. Just don’t make the mistake of asking them about their secret ingredients. That’s personal!

Always double check the dates of the events.
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	Fort Worth: North Central

	Southwestern Exposition, Livestock Show and Rodeo




	 

	January 12 - February 3, 2002

	Late January, Early February




	 

	About ten days of rodeoing, country and western music, and livestock judging of critters ranging from pigeons to bulls. Held at the Will Rogers Memorial Center, 3301 W. Lancaster, (817) 877-2400, www.fwstockshowrodeo.com
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	Dallas: North Central

	Renaissance Polyphony Weekend




	 

	February 1-3, 2002

	1st weekend in February




	 

	
Renaissance Polyphony Weekend is a workshop for persons wishing to sing Renaissance Polyphony. Held at the University of Dallas in Irving, Texas.

Susan Barton, 9215 Forest Hills Blvd., Dallas, TX 75218, (214) 327-6823, Fax: (214) 327-5879, www.toot.org











	[image: images]
	Navasota: North Central

	Go Texan Days




	 

	February 1-3, 2002

	1st weekend in February




	 

	
This super little three-day festival features lots of good old down-home fun. There is a parade, country music, dances, auction, horseshoe, washer and domino tournaments, hay hauling competition, arts and crafts, and barbecue and chili cookoffs. The events are held at the Grimes County Fairgrounds.

Stacey Ross, P.O. Box 1479, Navasota, TX 77868, (936) 825-2020, (936) 825-6600, Fax: (936) 825-3699, www.rtis.com/reg/navasota
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	Wimberley: Hill Country

	The 8th Annual Wimberley Jazz at Cypress Creek Café




	 

	February 1-3, 8-10, 2002

	2nd & 3rd weekends in February




	 

	
This cool jazz festival features a series of live jazz performances held in a comfortable intimate club that seats no more than 100 people. It is a nonsmoking event with the emphasis on talent, sound quality, and the customer. It is held Friday, Saturday, and Sunday on the first two weekends in February. Cypress Creek Café, 320 Wimberley Square.

Bruce Calkins, P.O. Box 76, Wimberley, TX 78676, (512) 847-2515, (512) 847-2515, Fax: (512) 847-5200, bcwimbo@aol.com, www.cccmusic.com
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	Goliad: South

	Wild West Extravaganza




	 

	February 2, 2002

	1st Saturday in February




	 

	
Catch a glimpse of life in the Old West.

Goliad Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 606, Goliad, TX 77963. Presidio La Bahia. (361) 645-3752, www.lnstar.com/mall/txtrails/goliad.htm
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	Yoakum: South

	Land of Leather Days




	 

	February 2-3, 2002

	1st weekend in February




	 

	
Yoakum, as everybody surely knows, is the Leather Capital of the Southwest. Only leather tough Texans would face the unpredictable Texas February weather to celebrate their main industry with a chili cookoff in the charming streets of downtown Yoakum. The festival features the Grungiest Boot and Hat Contest, a cow chip toss, a beer can stack, and a chili eating contest.

Yoakum Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 591, Yoakum, TX 77995, (512) 293-2309, www.ci.yoakum.tx.us
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	El Paso: West

	Southwestern International Livestock Show & Rodeo




	 

	February 2-10, 2002

	Starts 1st weekend in February




	 

	
This annual event is fun for the whole family. Events include horse shows, western gala, cattle drive, team roping championship, and chili cookoff. Also, a junior livestock show and auction, a media rodeo, and a piglet roundup. Saddle up, partner! Held in the El Paso County Coliseum.

For information call (915) 532-1401. www.elpasostockshow.com
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	Laredo: South

	Washington’s Birthday Celebration




	 

	February 2-17, 2002

	 




	 

	
Washington’s Birthday Celebration is an annual citywide festival that has been occurring for almost a century. There are parades, dances, fireworks, mariachi music, golf tournament, 5K run, carnivals, and food. Music includes big band, bluegrass, blues, Cajun, children’s, classical, country, folk, jazz, rock, and tejano.

Washington’s Birthday Celebration Association, Melanie Hinojosa, 1819 Hillside Road, Laredo, TX 78041, (956) 722-0589, Fax: (956) 722-5528, wbca@icsi.net, www.wbcaldo.com
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	San Antonio: South

	San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo




	 

	February 2-17, 2002

	 




	 

	The San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo showcases the music industry’s most outstanding country and adult contemporary artists in appearances held during the 20 rodeo performances. One of the top four rodeos in the U.S., the San Antonio Stock Show has featured Clint Black, the Doobie Brothers, and Hank Williams Jr. Events are held in Freeman Coliseum, at 3201 East Houston.




	 

	
[image: images]

The San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo. Photo courtesy San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau, Al Rendon.





	 

	
Livestock Expo, R. Keith Martin, P.O. Box 200230, San Antonio, TX 78220-0230, (210) 225-5851, (210) 225-0612, Fax: (210) 227-7932, saleadmin@sarode-o.com, www.sarodeo.com











	[image: images]
	Wimberley: Hill Country

	Winter Jazz Concert Series




	 

	February 4-6, 11-12, 2001

	 




	 

	
For information on purchasing tickets, call our special phone line (512) 847-5200. For information, lodging, and music lineup call (800) 460-3909. Held at the Cypress Creek Café’s Club, on the square in Wimberley.

Wimberley Winter Jazz Concert, Nancie Austin, P.O. Box 1807, Wimberley, TX 78676, (800) 460-3909, (512) 847-5200 (tickets), Fax: (512) 847-2515, nanciea@earthlink.net, www.texashillcntry.com/wimberley
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	Lovelady: East

	Lovefest




	 

	February 7-9, 2002

	starting the Thurs. before the 2nd Sat. in February




	 

	
You gotta love it! For 18 years the lovely little town of Lovelady has celebrated Valentine’s Day with a parade, an arts and crafts fair, live local bands all day, and chili and barbecue cookoffs. The celebration also includes a 42 domino tournament.

Houston County Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 307, Crockett, TX 75835, (409) 544-2359, www.crockett.org/lovelady.htm
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	San Benito: Gulf

	South Texas Youth Stockshow




	 

	February 7-10, 2002

	2nd weekend in February




	 

	
There’s nothing more Texan than a stockshow and county fair. This four-day event features livestock showing and judging, carnival rides, lots of concession booths, a horse show, car show, steer roping, and arts and crafts displays. Held at the Cameron County Showgrounds, on Highway 510.

South Texas Youth Stockshow, Fred Garcia, P.O. Box 2070, San Benito, TX 78586, (956) 423-3542, www.san-benito.ccls.lib.tx.us
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	Lubbock: Panhandle

	String Fling




	 

	February 8, 2001

	 




	 

	
String along with 14 secondary classical and pop music orchestras, performing in clusters, and an All-City Seventh Grade Orchestra from the Lubbock Independent School District. Listen to the 450-member LISD massed orchestra present a medley of wonderful music. Held at the Civic Center Theatre.

C. Doyle Gammill, Music Coordinator, 1628 19th Street, Lubbock, TX 79401, (806) 766-1045, Fax: (806) 766-1036, paladincdg@aol.com, www.lubbock.org
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	Houston: Gulf

	Annual World Championship Bar-B-Que Cookoff




	 

	February 9-10, 2002

	2nd weekend in February




	 

	
Corporate and Go-Texas cookoff teams will feature the most creative in barbecue decor, with pits disguised as fire engines, covered wagons, airplanes, and waste disposal trucks, just to name a few. Live bands and other entertainment perform throughout the contest. Proceeds benefit their charity. This event is held in conjunction with the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo.

For more information, call (713) 791-9000, or go to www.hlsr.com
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Motorola Marathon




	 

	February 10, 2002

	2nd Sunday in February




	 

	This ten-year-old race is one of the fastest growing marathons in the country. The course runs from far northwest Austin towards downtown, ending up on the shores of Town Lake. (512) 505-8304, (512) 472-3254, www.motorolamarathon.com
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Texas Guitar Show




	 

	February 10-11, 2001

	 




	 

	
The Texas Guitar Show in Austin centers around the buying, selling, and trading of stringed instruments. Held at the Crockett Center.

The Crockett Center, 6301 Hwy 290 East, Austin, TX 78723, (800) 356-3347, Fax: (417) 863-7767, www.texasguitarshows.com
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	Odessa: Panhandle

	Shakespeare Festival




	 

	Twelve days long, held between mid-February and mid-March




	 

	
Enjoy the beautiful replica of the original Globe Theatre in England, where the great Bard’s plays were introduced to the world. There are also carnivals, art exhibits, and trail rides to surrounding towns. Held at the Globe of the Great Southwest.

Odessa College, 2308 Shakespeare Road, Odessa, TX 79764, (915) 332-1586, www.odessa.edu











	

[image: images]

	Luckenbach: Hill Country

	HUG-IN




	 

	February 11-13, 2001

	 




	 

	
Cowboy poetry, fiddling contests, music festival, singing contests. The HUG-IN features a Valentine campout and dance with live country and rock music and a reunion of old and new Luckenbach regulars.

VelAnne Howle, 412 Luckenbach Town Loop, Fredericksburg, TX 78624, (830) 997-3224, Fax: (830) 997-1024, somebody@luckenbachtexas.com, www.luckenbachtexas.com
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	San Antonio: South

	Valentine’s Day Oldies Dance




	 

	February 12-13, 2001

	 




	 

	
The Valentine’s Day Oldies Dance feature blues, jazz, and oldies. Top talent performers keep the music coming. Guadalupe Theatre, 1301 Guadalupe Street.

Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center, Pilar Chapa, 1300 Guadalupe Street, San Antonio, TX 78207-5519, (210) 271-3151, Fax: (210) 271-3480, guadarts@aol.com, www.guadalupeculturalarts.org
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	Houston: Gulf

	Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo




	 

	February 13 - March 4, 2001

	mid-February to mid-March




	 

	
This super event is sponsored by a nonprofit, charitable organization whose net proceeds benefit Texas youth through scholarships and educational programs. Concert entertainers appear at each of twenty rodeo appearances. Held at the Astrodome, Astrohall, and AstroArena, which is located at 2000 South Loop West at Kirby Street.

Dan Gattis, General Manager, P.O. Box 20070, Houston, TX 77225-0070, (713) 791-9000, Fax: (713) 794-9528, www.hlsr.com
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	Mercedes: South

	South Texas Music Fest and Texas International Bull Chip Throwing Contest




	 

	February 14-18, 2001

	 




	 

	
Awards show, fiddling contests, music festival, singing contests, songwriting contests, street dance. The festival & Texas International Bull Chip Throw is held at 1000 North Texas Avenue, at the Mercedes Showgrounds. Music includes country, folk, bluegrass, western, mariachi, Texas swing, tejano, and religious. Arts & crafts plus lots of contests and workshops. Trophies, prizes. 130 acres of music. Mercedes Showgrounds, 1000 North Texas Avenue.

Paul Martinez, P.O. Box 37, Donna, TX 78537, (956) 464-7767, Fax: (956) 969-0622, musicfest@hiline.net, www.musicfst99.com
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	Gruene: Hill Country

	Old Gruene Market Days




	 

	February thru December, 3rd Saturday and Sunday of each month




	 

	This little town is nestled on the bank of the Guadalupe River, just north of New Braunfels. The town has become a center for Texas cooks and artisans who sell their wares on the 3rd Saturday and Sunday, except in December, when it is the 1st weekend. (210) 629-5077, www.gruene.net
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Don’t miss the music and fun in Gruene (pronounced green; on the menus they often offer Gruene beans). Here is the historic music venue, Gruene Hall.
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	Tyler: East

	Squatty Pines Storytelling Festival




	 

	Normally mid to late February

	 




	 

	This event is a blast. Retreat to the East Texas Piney Woods on the shores of beautiful Lake Tyler for 3 days of stories, music, workshops, hayrides, fishing, hiking, and more, all sponsored by the East Texas Storytellers organization (800) 235-5712, www.homestead.com/EastTexasTellers, www.itellstories.com
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	Kingsville: Gulf

	South Texas Ranching Heritage Festival




	 

	February 15-17, 2002

	3rd weekend of February




	 

	
This Ranching Heritage Festival features cowboy poets, storytellers, artisans, craftsmen, ranch rodeo, cowboy singers, musicians, cow camp and chuck wagon cookoffs, and ranch races for the kids. Come enjoy great live country, cowboy, and tejano music. Held at Texas A&M University-Kingsville and J.K. Northway Coliseum, at the Conner Museum and at Dickkleberg Park.

Texas A&M University Kingsville, South TX Ranching Heritage Society, Altal Ham, John E. Conner Museum, MSC 134, Kingsville, TX 78363, (361) 593-2810, (361) 593-2810, Fax: (361) 593-2112, hhham@yahoo.com, www.tamuk.edu/museum/ranching.html
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	Austin: Hill Country

	“Chilly” BBQ & Chili




	 

	February 16-17, 2001

	 




	 

	Held at VFW 8787 in Austin. Contact: Dee Dee Miller, (512) 365-7821 or Howard Klotz after 6 P.M. at (512) 836-8767, www.ribman.com
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	Galveston: Gulf

	Mardi Gras Galveston




	 

	February 16-17, 23-24, 2002

	The two weekends preceding Fat Tuesday




	 

	
Mardi Gras Galveston is a wonderful party that includes a musical festival, seven parades, and processions over two weekends with masked balls, food, art exhibits, and tons of live entertainment. Activities are held in the Strand Entertainment Area and downtown.

Lou Muller, Executive Director, 2504 Church, Galveston, TX 77550, (409) 763-6564, (888) 425-4753, Fax: (409) 762-8911, julie.harman@galveston tourism.com, www.galvestontourism.com, www.mardigrasgalveston.com
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	Old Town Spring: Gulf

	Frontier Days




	 

	February 17-18, 2001

	 




	 

	Chili cookoff, cowboy camp, Indian village, Civil War reenactments, and lots of fun and food. 1-800-OLD-TOWN, www.oldtownspringtx.com
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	Alamo: South

	Texas Independence Day Celebration




	 

	February 19, 2001

	 




	 

	Texas Independence Day Celebration & Parade is a hometown parade with music, food booths, and crafts downtown, following the parade. Features local mariachi bands, folklorico dancers, and bands from the RV parks. Held in downtown Alamo.
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The historic Alamo, where a small band of Texans were killed during their battle for independence from Mexico.





	 

	Alamo Chamber of Commerce, Vickie Hargett, P.O. Box 636, Alamo, TX 78516, (956) 787-2117, Fax: (956) 782-1172, sacvb@sanantoniocvb.com
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	San Antonio: South

	Texas Music Educators Association Annual Convention




	 

	February 20-23, 2002

	 




	 

	The TMEA sponsors teacher training sessions on the regional level and produces an annual clinic/convention each February that draws more than 18,000 musicians, teachers, and members of the music industry. Musical styles include children’s, classical, jazz, concert bands. Held at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center. Texas Music Educators Association, Robert Floyd, Executive Director, P.O. Box 49469, Austin, TX 78765, (512) 452-0710, Fax: (512) 451-9213, rfloyd@tmea.org, www.tmea.org
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	Mercedes: South

	South Texas Music Festival




	 

	February 20-24, 2002

	 




	 

	A three-day-long festival of country, bluegrass, folk, western, religious, mariachi, tejano, Mexican Hat Dance, folkloric dancers, & clogging held at the 130-acre Rio Grande Valley Show Grounds. www.musicfst99.com
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	Brownsville: Gulf

	Charro Days Festival




	 

	February 21-24, 2002

	Last Thursday in February, through Sunday




	 

	
Charro Days mean music, dance, parades, and fun. This festival is all of that. It includes public dances, live entertainment, a youth parade, then a twilight parade, and even a grand international parade, carnival, and Noche Mexicana, Baile Ranchero on Friday and Sabado Tejano on Saturday. Held at the Jacob Brown Auditorium, located at 600 International Blvd.

Charro Days, Michael T. Puckett, P.O. Box 3247, Brownsville, TX 78523-3247, (956) 542-4245, Fax: (956) 542-6771, www.charrodays.org
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	Edinburg: South

	Fiesta Edinburg




	 

	February 21-24, 2002

	 




	 

	
Celebration featuring a midway carnival and family activities. A 3-mile run, a parade, carnival, hoop fest, grito contest, and lots of live music. There are cloggers and folklorico dancers. Events are held at the Edinburg Municipal Park, located ¼ mile south of Highway 107, on Doolittle Road.

Edinburg Chamber of Commerce, 602 W. University, Edinburg, TX 78539, (956) 383-4974, www.edinburg.com/fiesta
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	Plano: North Central

	Very Special Arts Festival




	 

	February 23, 2002

	 




	 

	
Very Special Arts is an international organization that promotes art and music for all ages and celebrates the abilities and creativity of people with special needs, as well as the community in general. The festival site is at Plano Centre, located at the corner of Springcreek Parkway and Jupiter Road.

Plano Parks and Recreation Department, Joan Shopoff, P.O. Box 860358, Plano, TX 75086-0358, (972) 941-7272, (972) 941-7250, Fax: (972) 941-7182, www.planotx.org/current/event.html
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	Los Fresnos: Gulf

	Sombrero Festival




	 

	February 24-26, 2001

	 




	 

	
The Sombrero Festival features a kid’s day on Thursday, live music every day, and entertainment for the entire family including tug-o-war, bean cookoff, jalapeño eating contest, 10K run, waiter’s race, grito contest, slam dunk contest, bread contest, street dances, best decorated sombrero contest, magicians and juggling acts roaming the park daily, and food and game booths. Held downtown at Washington Park, Brownsville.

Sombrero Festival, Molly Plitt, P.O. Box 1262, Los Fresnos, TX 78566, (956) 550-9682, (956) 550-9683, Fax: (956) 550-9678
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	South Padre: Gulf

	Spring Break at South Padre Island




	 

	Held from late February through March




	 

	
Spring Break at South Padre Island features national, regional, and local entertainment, bands, DJs, and activities booked by corporate sponsors, promoters, local clubs, and hotel resorts. The live music includes rock, country, new age, blues, rap, and reggae. Held on the beachfront on South Padre Island, Texas.

Mary K. Pollard, 7355 Padre Blvd., South Padre Island, TX 78597, (956) 761-3000, (800) 767-2373, Fax: (956) 761-3024, cvb@sopadre.com, www.sopadre.com
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Austin Blues Family Tree Project




	 

	February 23-24, 2002

	Last weekend in February




	 

	
The Austin Blues Family Tree Project celebrates the live music component of the blues by creating a cultural history documentary on black music and musicians in Austin. Held at the Victory Grill, Antone’s, and Huston-Tillotson College.

Harold McMillan, 1705 Guadalupe Street, Suite 234, Austin, TX 78701, (512) 477-9438, Fax: (512) 477-9344, darts@eden.com, www.diversearts.org
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	San Angelo: Hill Country

	Buffalo Soldier Heritage Day




	 

	February 25, 2001

	 




	 

	Activities include military drills, demonstrations, and a celebration of the African American troops of the western frontier. Fort Concho. (915) 481-2646
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	El Paso: West

	Siglo De Oro Drama Festival




	 

	February 28, 2001

	 




	 

	
In its 24th year, this festival celebrates the literature and linguistic ties still shared by Spain and the border region of Mexico and the United States. The festival brings the best amateur and professional groups to the Chamizal stage, presenting works of the Spanish masters, both in English and Spanish. Participants come from as far away as Puerto Rico, Spain, and Jerusalem.

Held at the Chamizal National Memorial, at 800 S. San Marcial, in El Paso. Call: (915) 532-7273, ext. 102. www.elpasotex.com
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March


Spring is here—ain’t it?


Now we are starting to really get serious about the partyin’! The crops and the critters are sproutin’ up, and the folks are goin’ a bit stir crazy, lookin’ for some fun. The first of the livestock shows are kicking off.

There are many ethnic backgrounds in Texas. It was a bit of a surprise to me that Texas is a world center for the Irish. St Patrick’s Day celebrations take place all over the state, as the rivers and beer turn green!

Texas was, and some say still is, an independent republic. March is a very significant month in the history of that Republic. Many of the festivals across Texas in March and April relate to commemoration of some of these events,

•On March 2, 1836, the Texas Declaration of Independence from Mexico was signed.

•March 6, after a thirteen-day siege, the Alamo fell to the Mexican army under General Santa Anna. Around 180 Texans died in the battle.

•March 15, 1836, in Refugio, Mexican General Urrea executed fifteen Texas prisoners.

•March 27, 1836, in Goliad, Mexican Col. José Nicolás de la Portilla, following orders from General Santa Anna, executed 342 Texan prisoners. Word got out when 28 escaped while the Mexican soldiers were reloading their rifles.

Always double check the dates of the events.
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	Colorado River

	Riverfest




	 

	March through May

	 




	 

	This is the Texas festivals’ answer to the chain letter. The LCRA (Lower Colorado River Authority) has united a whole group of local festivals under the Riverfest umbrella. Dozens of events take place in the cities along this 500-mile stretch of the Colorado River, running from San Saba, through Austin, and all the way to the Gulf Coast. They include a spring craft fair in El Campo, the Lometa Diamondback (yes, rattlesnakes) Jubilee in late March, and the River Rendezvous in La Grange for canoeing enthusiasts in late April. (888) TEXAS FUN, www.lcra.org
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	Denton: North Central

	Tejas (Texas) Storytelling Festival




	 

	Early March

	 




	 

	The festival is held in Denton’s Civic Center Park. Festival highlights include Hit or Myth, starring members of Denton’s Storytelling Advisory Task Force, Ghost Tales: chilling, raise-the-hair-on-the-back-of-your-neck ghost tales, Late Night Liars Concert, Friday Concerts for Children and Teens: Children With Special Needs Concert, Tale Trading, and Story Swaps. www.tejasstorytelling.com
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Star of Texas Fair & Rodeo




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	
The Austin-Travis County Livestock Show & Rodeo has become known as a fun way for the entire family to enjoy top musical entertainers and rodeo acts. Enjoy bluegrass, blues, classical, country, rock, and Latin/tejano music. Proceeds go to a variety of youth-oriented programs.

Travis County Expo Center, 7311 Decker Lane, Linda Raven, Executive Director, P.O. Box 9876, Austin, TX 78766-9876, (512) 467-9811, Fax: (512) 467-9064, www.staroftexas.org
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	Glen Rose: North Central

	North Texas Longhorn Show




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	Come and see Texas longhorns up close when top breeders of North Texas meet to display one of the oldest breeds of Texas cows. Held at the Expo Center on Hwy 67, Glen Rose, Texas. For information call the Expo Center at (254) 897-4509, www.texasoutside.com/glenrose/calendar.html
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	Glen Rose: North Central

	Snaketales




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	Learn about the myth and magic of these resplendent reptiles at a day of snake presentations by the Herp Society and other friends of snakes. Enjoy storytelling, demonstrations, fun and facts . . . all for the snake’s sake. Held at the Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, Hwy. 67, Glen Rose, Texas. For information, call (254) 897-2960, www.texasoutside.com/glenrose/calendar.html
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	Dallas: North Central

	Texaspride Celebration




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	Features recording artists, Mexican dancers, Comanche storyteller, Buffalo Soldiers, Texas Rangers, historical exhibits, and much more. Held in the Hall of State, Fair Park, (214) 426-1959
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The familiar skyline greets visitors to the numerous festivals and events held in Dallas. Photo courtesy of Dallas Convention and Visitors Bureau.
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	Fort McKavett: Hill Country

	Annual Living History Day




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	Features infantry and cavalry drills by reenactors. Fort McKavett State Historic Park. (915) 396-2358, www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/fortmcka/fortmcka.htm#tour
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	Corpus Christi: Gulf

	Spring Roundup Celebration in Aransas County




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	Includes cowboy poetry and song, reenactments, food, and demonstrations. Also features a special ranching heritage exhibit at the Fulton Mansion. (361) 729-0386, www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/fulton/fulton.htm
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	San Felipe: North Central

	Annual Colonial Texas Heritage Festival




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	This event features reenactments, Buffalo Soldiers, crafts, food, and historic tours. Stephen F. Austin State Historic Park. (409) 885-3613, http://sanfelipetx.areaguides.net/
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	Goliad: South

	Annual Goliad Massacre Reenactment




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	Re-creation of the occupation of Fort Defiance by Col. Fannin and the massacre, followed by a memorial service and pilgrimage to the Fannin Memorial. Presidio La Bahia. (361) 645-3563, www.lnstar.com/mall/txtrails/goliad.htm
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	Denton: North Central

	Texas Storytelling Festival




	 

	Every March

	 




	 

	Features storytellers from across the country, includes ghost stories, bilingual and children’s concerts. Civic Center Park. (940) 387-8336, (972) 991-8871, www.tejasstorytelling.com
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	Hidalgo: South

	BorderFest




	 

	March 2-3, 2002

	1st weekend in March




	 

	
BorderFest is a citywide cultural celebration that includes a parade, live continuous mariachi, Top 40, country, and tejano music, food, crafts, pageants, and more. It is the oldest and largest outdoor heritage music festival in the Rio Grande Valley. Entertainment includes folk dancing, Scottish bagpipes, and international choirs. Held on the BorderFest Grounds at 700 East Esperanza.

BorderFest Association, Joe Vera III, 611 East Coma, Hidalgo, TX 78557, (956) 843-2734, (956) 843-2302, Fax: (956) 843-2722, yesac956@aol.com
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	Taylor: Hill Country

	Taylor Jaycees National Rattlesnake Sacking Championship




	 

	March 2-3, 2002

	1st weekend in March




	 

	This small town, northeast of Austin, is rich with history. Each spring, to protect the herds and folks, it became a tradition to round up all the rattlesnakes they could find, as they come out of their dens, and before they’ve had time to feed and become more active. Professional snake handlers are on hand to show how it’s done. Do you know whether rattlesnake tastes like chicken? Events are held in Murphy Park, out on Lake Drive, (512) 365-1988, www.pe.net/~rksnow/txcountytaylor.htm
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	Fulton: Gulf

	Fulton Oysterfest




	 

	March 2-3, 2002

	1st weekend of March




	 

	
They’ll be shuckin’ and jivin’ at the Fulton Oysterfest, which includes men’s and women’s raw oyster eating contests, oyster shucking contests, live country music, parade Saturday, kiddie carnival, arts and crafts fair, and food booths. Held at Fulton Navigation Park, on Fulton Beach Road.

Jimmy Hattenback, P.O. Box 393, Fulton, TX 78358, (361) 729-2338, (361) 729-2388, Fax: (361) 729-3248, www.rockport-fulton.org
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Celebrate Texas Independence Day




	 

	1st Week of March

	 




	 

	
Our purpose is to encourage and promote the education of the general public regarding Texas Independence Day and the history of Texas and its people.

Celebrate Texas, Inc., Miz VelAnne, 3401 South Lamar Blvd., Austin, TX 78704, (512) 383-0505, Fax: (512) 462-1147, www.celebratetexas.com
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	Port Arthur: Gulf

	Mardi Gras of Southeast Texas




	 

	1st week of March

	 




	 

	
Texas and Mardi Gras, what could be more fun? This is a traditional Mardi Gras celebration, featuring eight parades, arts and crafts, assorted foods, a children’s fun zone, fireworks, carnival rides, and street entertainers. One stage features live music including blues, Cajun, Christian, country, jazz, rock, and tejano. Held in downtown Port Arthur, on Procter Street.

Mardi Gras Southeast Texas, Laura Childress, 3830 Highway 365, Port Arthur, TX 77642, (409) 721-8717, Fax: (409) 721-8700, www.portarthur.com/mardigras/indexl.html
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Mardi Gras and Texas, quite a combination! Here’s my friend Buffalo Chuck celebrating. Photo courtesy of Buffalo Chuck.
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	Rainbow: North Central

	Somervell County PRCA Rodeo




	 

	Usually the first week in March

	 




	 

	
Featuring live country music and a great rodeo. Held at the Expo Center.

Glen Rose Horse Show and Rodeo Association, Terry Starnes, P.O. Box 306, Rainbow, TX 76077, (254) 897-4171, Fax: (254) 897-7713
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	Rio Grande City: South

	Starr County Fair




	 

	1st week in March

	 




	 

	
A great county fair with loads of fun. The Starr County Fair features local schools in the performance events in our stage area all throughout the fair. Livestock are exhibited and sold after the fair for premium amounts. Features two rodeos, a carnival, and commercial exhibits with lots of items. Held on the Fairgrounds.

Starr County Fair, James Peterson, P.O. Box 841, Rio Grande City, TX 78582, (956) 487-2043, (956) 487-3623, Fax: (956) 487-6227











	

[image: images]

	Jefferson: East

	Mardi Gras Upriver




	 

	1st week in March

	 




	 

	
Mardi Gras Upriver features family entertainment and a street dance. Friday Night is the “Doo-Dah” parade, Saturday is the main parade, and the children’s parade is held Sunday. All events are held in downtown Jefferson.

Krewe of Hebe, Mary Hileman, P.O. Box 562, Jefferson, TX 75657, (903) 653-9577, (903) 665-3663, www.tnti.com/towns/jefferson
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	Spring: Gulf

	Spring Polka Festival




	 

	1st week in March

	 




	 

	
The Regional Polka Festival includes polkas, waltzes, country music, a fried chicken dinner, and a dance. Held at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 1310 Highway 90 West.

Knights of Columbus Council #3313, B.J. Stolarski, P.O. Box 1133, Sealy, TX 77474-1133, (979) 885-6370, (979) 885-6786, kofc3313@usa.net, www.hometownusa.com/tx/Sealy.html
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	Kingsville: Gulf

	Texas Cactus Festival




	 

	1st week in March

	 




	 

	
The Texas Cactus Festival activities include cactus cooking and tasting, an arts and crafts fair, and entertainment by tejano, country, and mariachi musical groups. Held at the Southgate Mall, at 2231 Brahma Boulevard.

Kingsville Visitors and Convention Bureau, Carol Ann Anderson, 1501 North Highway 77, Kingsville, TX 78363, (361) 592-8516, (800) 333-5032, Fax: (361) 592-3227, cub@kingsvilletexas.com, www.kingsvilletexas.com
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	Alpine: West

	Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering




	 

	March 2, 2001

	 




	 

	
The Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering features traditional cowboy music in most of the poetry and storytelling sessions. All music is live and performed on acoustical instruments by working cowboys. Activities include museum gear auction, cowboy church service with music, and celebrity roping. Cowboy dancing in the Alpine Civic Center. Held at Sul Ross State University on Highway 90 East.

Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering Committee, JJ Tucker, P.O. Box 395, Alpine, TX 79831, (915) 837-8191, (915) 837-8191, Fax: (915) 837-5516, klgleen@sul-ross-1.sulross.edu, www.cowboypoetry.org
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	Dallas: North Central

	North Texas Irish Festival




	 

	March 3-4, 2001

	 




	 

	
The North Texas Irish Festival in Fair Park is one of the largest Irish festivals in the U.S. The festival offers continuous Celtic folk music on seven stages and a complete children’s area, making the event fun for the whole family. Featured acts include Altan and the Christy O’Leary Band and more. Events are held at Fair Park.

Southwest Celtic Music Association, Harold Rolle, 4340 North Central Expwy., Suite 104, Dallas, TX 75206-6550, (214) 821-4173, (214) 821-4174, ntif@yahoo.com, www.ntif.org
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Austin Music Awards




	 

	1st week in March

	 




	 

	
Whatever style you like, this show has got it! It also serves as the official opening of the South by Southwest Music and Media Conference (Mar. 8-17, 2002). Held at the Austin Music Hall, located downtown at Third Street and Nueces.

Austin Chronicle, Margaret Moser, P.O. Box 49066, Austin, TX 78765, (512) 454-5766, Fax: (512) 458-6910, mail@auschron.com
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	Lubbock: Panhandle

	Texas Tech Jazz Band Festival




	 

	1st week in March

	 




	 

	The Texas Tech Jazz Band Festival features jazz performers from around the nation. Allen Theatre at Texas Tech University, 18th Street and Boston Avenue, Texas Tech University Jazz Department, Alan Shinn, P.O. Box 42033, Lubbock, TX 79409-2033, (806) 742-2270 ext. 256, Fax: (806) 742-2294, nzads@ttacs.ttu.edu
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	Woodville: East

	Bluegrass and Gospel




	 

	1st week in March, May, July, and September




	 

	
There’s bluegrass and gospel music. There will also be an 1840-1920 early East Texas farming village with railroad museum, wagon museum, and an 1860 country store. Events are held at the Woodville Heritage Village Museum, on Highway 190 West.

Woodville Heritage Village Museum, Ofeira A. Gazzaway, P.O. Box 888, Woodville, TX 75979, (409) 283-2272, (800) 323-0389, Fax: (409) 283-2194
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	Alpine: West

	The Annual Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering




	 

	March 2-4, 2001

	 




	 

	In the mountains of Texas, in the Big Bend country, the practitioners of this wonderful artform gather on the campus of Sul Ross State University. There is plenty of poetry, music, storytelling, dancing, great food, and the trappings of Texas are all a part of the second oldest cowboy gathering in the United States. A Western Art and Custom Cowboy Gear Exhibit is the oldest in the United States and features the best of the best saddlemakers, braiders, silver engravers, artists, and more. Learning about making gear and ranch history are all part of this exciting weekend. For more information call (915) 837-2326. www.tourtexas.com/alpine/alpine.html
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	Walnut Springs: North Central

	Rattlesnake Hunt




	 

	March 3, 2001

	 




	 

	
The Rattlesnake Hunt features food, arts, crafts, a Saturday night country music street dance, carnival, helicopter rides, snake shows, hunts, and demonstrations. Continuous entertainment all day. Additional information phone number is (817) 797-4019. All proceeds go to benefit crippled children. Events are held in downtown Walnut Springs.

Walnut Springs Lions Club, Kelly Olson, P.O. Box 174, Walnut Springs, TX 76690, (254) 797-4801, Fax: (254) 797-8201, www.pe.net/~rksnow/txcountywalnutsprings.htm
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	Luckenbach: Hill Country

	Texas Independence Celebration




	 

	March 4, 2001

	 




	 

	
Don’t miss the Texas Independence Celebration featuring K.R. Wood’s “Fathers of Texas,” a history of the Texas Revolution in song. Be sure to meet the sheriff. All events are held in scenic downtown Luckenbach.

VelAnne Howle, 412 Luckenbach Town Loop, Fredericksburg, TX 78624, (830) 997-3224, Fax: (830) 997-1024, somebody@luckenbachtexas.com, www.luckenbachtexas.com
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	Victoria: South

	Victoria Livestock Show & Auction




	 

	March 7-11, 2002

	 




	 

	Whatever you want, it’s here. A county fair, a parade, an auction, a rodeo, singing contests, and plenty of fiddlers. The Livestock Show & Auction features a dance in which several country and polka bands perform. The livestock show lasts over four days and concludes with the auction on Monday. Held at the Community Center.




	 

	
[image: images]

Things are busy down at the Livestock Auction barn.





	 

	Victoria Jaycees, Bill Fisher, P.O. Box 2255, Victoria, TX 77902-2255, (361) 576-4300, (512) 502-0822 (pgr.), www.victoriachamber.org/cgi-bin/calendar/calendar.pl
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	Sweetwater: Panhandle

	Jaycees Annual Rattlesnake Roundup




	 

	March 8-11, 2001

	 




	 

	
This is the biggest rattlesnake roundup in Texas; this event has taken place every year since 1958. Weeklong festivities center around the annual gathering of thousands of Western diamondback rattlesnakes. Festivities include Miss Snake Charmer Contest and awards for the most and biggest snakes caught.

Sweetwater Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 1148, Sweetwater, TX 79556, swater@camalott.com, (915) 235-5488, Fax: (915) 235-1026, www.rattlesnakeroundup.com
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	Refugio: Gulf

	Refugio County Fair & PRCA Rodeo




	 

	March 8-12, 2001

	 




	 

	
Texans always have trouble pronouncing the name of this neat little town! This super County Fair & PRCA Rodeo covers five days with many events and contests such as a chili cookoff, hot sauce contest, livestock show, arts and crafts, and live dances. Held at Refugio County Fairgrounds.

Harvey Dierschke, P.O. Box 88, Refugio, TX 78377, (361) 543-4508, Fax: (361) 543-5112, www.uscounties.com/Texas/Refugio-County/index.html
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	Austin: Hill Country

	South by Southwest Music and Media Conference




	 

	March 8-17, 2002

	 




	 

	
One of the most significant music events in the nation. I’ve watched South by Southwest Music and Media Conference grow from a few bands playing on a couple of nights, to a four-day conference attended by both international and national music industry professionals. The five-night music festival features more than 900 bands, with every type of music represented. The Conference takes place at the Austin Convention Center. The bands play at a wide variety of locations, so call ahead for a schedule.

South By Southwest, Inc., Roland Swenson, P.O. Box 4999, Austin, TX 78765, (512) 467-7979, Fax: (512) 451-0754, sxsw@sxsw.com, www.sxsw.com
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Zilker Kite Festival




	 

	March 9, 2002

	2nd Sunday in March




	 

	
One of the oldest kite-flying contests in the U.S. Held in beautiful Zilker Park, located in downtown Austin. See hundreds of colorful, handmade kites catch the March winds. Anyone can come and fly their kite, but there is also organized competition. Categories includes the smallest kite, the strongest-pulling kite, the highest, and the most creative kite, but everyone’s favorite is the largest kite. Events take place at Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Rd.

Bunnie Tidwell, 8400 Jamestown Dr. #406, Austin, TX 78758, (512) 339-0412, Fax: (512) 471-3696, Bunnie@mail.utexas.edu, www.zilkerkitefestival.com
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	Cotulla: North Central

	La Salle County Fair and Wild Hog Cookoff




	 

	March 9-12

	 




	 

	
The La Salle County Fair & Wild Hog Cookoff is a four-day event filled with activities. Events include a livestock show, cookoffs, parade, children’s contests, arts and crafts, science fair, races, and more. Entertainment includes folk and tejano music and a country western dance. Held at the La Salle County Fairgrounds on Highway 97.

La Salle County Fair Association, Peggy Hillje, P.O. Box 553, Cotulla, TX 78014, (830) 879-2852, (830) 879-2852, Fax: (830) 879-2852, cotullatx.areaguides.net
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	Mesquite: North Central

	Steel Guitar Jamboree




	 

	2nd week in March

	 




	 

	
Learn some hot new guitar riffs at the Steel Guitar Jamboree in Irving. Folks come from all over the nation to see and hear legendary performers and other great talents and visit with instructors, instrument manufacturers, and suppliers. Held at the Harvey Hotel, just off Highway 121.

Charlie Norris, President, 500 North Galloway, Mesquite, TX 75149, (972) 285-1251, (888) 208-9709, Fax: (972) 285-1378, www.steelguitar.com/webpix/showpix/dal01pix/dal01in.html
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	Austin: Hill Country

	Texas Bach Festival




	 

	March 9-20, 2001

	 




	 

	
Wear you boots and listen to some great classical music. The Texas Bach Festival commemorates the anniversary of the death of Johann Sebastian Bach. Artists and ensembles performing at the festival include the Austin Civic Chorus, the Austin Vocal Arts Ensemble, the Orchestra of St. David’s, the Austin Children’s Choir, and guest artist cellist Phoebe Carrai and organist Faythe Freese. Concert locations vary, so please call (512) 719-3300 for information.

Chorus Austin, Jonna Robertson, P.O. Box 354, Austin, TX 78767-0354, (512) 719-3300, Fax: (512) 719-3339, www.chorusaustin.org
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	Zapata: South

	Zapata County Fair




	 

	March 9-12, 2001

	 




	 

	
Don’t miss all the live music, arts and crafts, exhibits, livestock show and auction, carnival, and a Saturday morning parade. Street dance takes place on Friday and Saturday nights. Live entertainment throughout the festivities includes a variety of tejano and country western music. All events are held at the Zapata County Fairgrounds, at 23rd Street and Fresno.

Zapata County Fair Association, Janie de la Garza, P.O. Box 872, Zapata, TX 78076, (956) 765-8361
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