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  Greg Brown has been involved in sports for thirty years as an athlete and award-winning sportswriter. Brown started his Positively For Kids series after he was unable to find sports books for his own children that taught life lessons. Drew’s book is the 15th in the series. Brown regularly speaks at schools and can be reached at greg@PositivelyForKids.com. He lives in Bothell, Washington, with his wife, Stacy, and two children, Lauren and Benji.
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  Doug Keith has provided illustrations for national magazines such as Sports Illustrated for Kids, greeting cards, and books. Keith can be reached at his internet address: atozdk@aol.com.
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    Being a parent can be scary. In 1996, we created the Drew Bledsoe Foundation (www.DrewBledsoe.com). Its sole purpose is to help people be better parents.




    Our hope is the material on our website and the 9-part video series, called Parenting with Dignity, will provide useful tools for families. 1(800) 811-7949


  




  All photos courtesy of Drew Bledsoe and family except the following:




  Allsport: 3 right; 5 right; 38. AP/WideWorld: 32; 33; 36; 37 right. Tom DiPace: 37 left. Shelly Hanks: 31 right. Marc Serota: 4. The Spokesman-Review: 30; 31 left. Jeff Horner/Walla Walla Union-Bulletin: 27; 28 left; 29.
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  Drew at age 10




  Hi! I’m Drew Bledsoe.




  I grew up around the game of football because my dad was a high school football coach. Even as a 10-year-old I had dreams of playing the game.




  But it wasn’t until the seventh grade that I made the decision to try to play quarterback.




  It was an odd choice at the time. A growth spurt left me gangly and uncoordinated for my first season of organized football. I wasn’t the best passer on our team—in fact, I could barely throw a spiral—so the coach suggested I try another position. I played tight end that entire season. Still, I worked on passing by staying after practice to throw.




  I was determined to be a quarterback. I wrote my goal on paper. Then I made decisions that gave me the best chance of achieving what I wanted.




  Now that I’m an NFL quarterback for the New England Patriots, I’ve written this book to help you be a good decision maker too.
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  Whether or not you succeed in life mostly depends on the decisions you make.




  We all make hundreds of choices every day—what to eat, what to wear, what to do, what to say. Those daily choices eventually define who we are.




  In football, players must make split-second decisions on the field. As quarterback, the outcome of the game often rests on the decisions I make. What play should I call? Should I pass the football? To whom should I throw it?




  Every football play is designed to score a touchdown. The problem is that defensive players are running around trying to stop us. And sometimes people miss their blocks or players drop the ball or quarterbacks miss their mark and throw interceptions. I’ve certainly thrown my share of both touchdowns and interceptions.
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  So nobody makes the right call all the time. The decisions of others affect me, but long ago my parents taught me that my decisions are the only ones I can control.




  Knowing you made the right choice is a great feeling. In football, there’s a magical moment when I realize I’ve made the right call to score a touchdown.




  Even before I throw, I smile and know, “Yeah, we’ve got ’em.” And when it all works, it brings elation and pride in knowing, as a team, we did it right.




  Drew and his great-grandfather.
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    Along the bottom of these pages you will see special sayings. My father compiled these from letters his grandfather wrote him. Four-star Navy Admiral Albert McQueen Bledsoe collected about 200 famous quotes. He wrote them in the margins of letters to my dad. You can read them and think about them as you go through my story or come back to them later. We call them “Bledsoe’s Wisdom.”
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