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INTRODUCTION

I’m Justine, co-founder of The Woobles. We made the first crochet kit that taught tens of thousands of complete beginners (and counting!) to crochet.

I went down the rabbit hole of amigurumi—the art of crocheting small, stuffed yarn plushies—back in 2016, when I wanted to make a personalized gift for a friend. What could be more personal than a handmade plushie of her favorite animal?

So off I went, piecing together YouTube videos, diagrams, and crochet blogs. I rejiggered what I found to fit what I was working on. I made a lot of mistakes, and I did a lot more of hoping for the best.

In the end, I made a very lumpy and misshapen penguin (pictured to the left). Lumpy and misshapen as he was, I was still proud of him. My friend adored him. And to my delight, so did everyone else who caught a glimpse of him too.

And that, my woobly friend, is why I made this book — so that you can experience and share that joy, too.

If it’s your first time crocheting, start learning the basics with a Woobles beginner kit from thewoobles.com/kits. If you’re already comfy with grabbing yarn with a hook and putting the hook in the right hole (yep, that’s crocheting in a nutshell), then you’re ready to tackle any pattern in this book.

One more thing before you get wooblin’. You’ll notice that the patterns get more elaborate toward the end of each section. Some of the patterns might look a bit beyond what you think you can do right now, but don’t worry—that’s what The Woobles is all about: proving to yourself that you can always learn something new. You’d be surprised by how much you can learn, a little bit at a time.

So get ready. You’re about to blow your friends’ and family’s minds with the most heartfelt handmade crocheted gifts. Better yet, you’re going to do it without the frustration of piecing together YouTube videos, diagrams, and crochet blogs while hoping for the best. (I can make no guarantees on the mistakes part, though. When it comes to crochet, that’s just a part of the journey.)

Everything you need to know to make any pattern in this book is either in the book or on our website. Because as nice as it is to do something completely offline, sometimes you just need a good new-fashioned video to make things click.

I hope this book becomes your go-to resource to make the cutest crochet memories for many years to come. I hope the amigurumi you make from this book instantly bring huge smiles to you and your loved ones’ faces. And I hope the skills you learn from this book give you the confidence to keep pushing yourself to try new things.

Happy wooblin’!
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED

When it comes down to it, you only need two things to crochet: yarn and a crochet hook.


YARN

All the projects in this book use The Woobles Easy Peasy Yarn. If you’re pretty new to crocheting, I recommend using this yarn because it’s been custom-made for beginners. It’s more like a drawstring and less like what you might traditionally think of as yarn, which means two great things for beginners:

1. It can’t split. Say goodbye to snagged hooks and frayed yarn.

2. It’s easy to see your stitches. No more second-guessing if you’re looking at a stitch, or just some pesky yarn fibers that make up the stitch.

Your final amigurumi will come out looking a lot cleaner, too! If you can’t get your hands on The Woobles Easy Peasy Yarn, you can use any medium-weight #4 yarn.




YARN WEIGHT

Yarn weight sounds like it refers to, well, weight. But surprise! It doesn’t; it actually refers to thickness. The higher the number, the fatter the yarn. There are eight weights, which usually look something like this on a yarn label. [image: Image]

Multiple types of yarn fall into each weight category:



	WEIGHT

	CATEGORY

	TYPES




	0

	Lace

	Fingering




	1

	Super Fine

	Sock, Fingering, Baby




	2

	Fine

	Sport, Baby




	3

	Light

	DK, Light Worsted




	4

	Medium

	Worsted, Afghan, Aran




	5

	Bulky

	Chunky, Craft, Rug




	6

	Super Bulky

	Super Bulky, Roving




	7

	Jumbo

	Jumbo, Roving





Patterns might reference the category or type of yarn. If you ever want to swap out a pattern’s recommended yarn but still want your piece to come out the same size, pick a yarn in the same weight category.





HOOKS

Crochet hooks come in lots of materials and sizes. The most common materials are plastic, aluminum, and bamboo. Each one has its pros and cons when it comes to cost, ergonomics, and ease of gliding yarn on the hook.

I personally like hooks with an aluminum shaft and rubber handle. Yarn glides smooth like butter on an aluminum shaft, and the size and feel of a rubber handle make it easy to hold.

As for hook size, that’s determined by yarn weight—which, remember, really means yarn thickness. The thicker the yarn, the bigger the hook you’ll need. Luckily, patterns take the guesswork out by recommending both a yarn weight and hook size.

Hook sizes can be written in letters or millimeters. Different companies define letters differently, so just to be safe, I recommend choosing hooks based on millimeters. The millimeters refer to the diameter of the hook, and math don’t lie. Here are some common hook sizes:



	MILLIMETER

	US SIZE

	UK SIZE




	2.25

	B-1

	13




	2.75

	C-2

	11




	3.25

	D-3

	10




	3.5

	E-4

	-




	3.75

	F-5

	9




	4

	G-6

	8




	4.5

	-

	7




	5

	H-8

	6




	5.5

	I-9

	5




	6

	J-10

	4





If you’re picking your own yarn, the yarn label will have a recommended hook size that looks something like this: in this case, an I-9 / 5.5mm hook. [image: Image]

TIP

When crocheting amigurumi, use a slightly smaller hook than what’s recommended on the label. This way, your stitches will be smaller and it’s less likely the stuffing will show. I tend to size down by at least 1mm.

All the patterns in this book use a US G-6 / 4mm hook.

TIP

Since everyone crochets slightly differently, you might want to play with the size of the hook to get the ideal stitch size. For example, if you notice lots of holes in your amigurumi, go half a millimeter down in hook size. If it’s hard to put the hook under a stitch, go half a millimeter up in hook size.
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OTHER EQUIPMENT

There are a few other items that’ll help you out as you start making amigurumi.


1. Stuffing

Amigurumi is filled with stuffing, which is usually made from polyester or cotton. You can also repurpose filling from old cushions and pillows.




2. Scissors

While I wish we could crochet forever, at some point, you’ll need to separate your yarn from the rest of the yarn ball. To get a clean cut of The Woobles Easy Peasy Yarn, use sharp scissors. The sharper, the better.

TIP

Don’t have scissors? Use nail clippers instead.




3. Safety eyes

Safety eyes help give some character and life to your amigurumi. They come in lots of shapes, sizes, and colors. They’re great for handmade plushies because they’re easy to attach and difficult to remove.

    Safety eyes are measured by diameter in millimeters. All but one of the
        patterns in this book use black 10mm eyes. One pattern, Sugar and Snow the Two Peas in a Pod, uses black 8mm eyes.

TIP

Safety eyes are ironically not safe for small children or pets. You can always embroider eyes instead (see tutorial on page 56).




4. Tapestry needle

Also called a yarn needle or darning needle, a tapestry needle has a really big eye and a blunt tip. It can be made of metal or plastic. You’ll thread this needle with your yarn tails to finish any crocheted piece.




5. Stitch markers

Because amigurumi is crocheted in continuous rounds (see tutorial on page 20), you won’t be able to tell where a round begins and ends. This matters because you need to keep count of how many stitches you’ve made in each round, otherwise you might end up with a doily instead of a penguin. So, what’s a Woobler to do? Use stitch markers.

There are a few different styles of stitch markers. My favorites are the ones that look like safety pins, because it’s impossible for them to fall off. Learn how to use them properly on page 24.




6. Sewing pins

When it’s time to sew together the different parts of your amigurumi, it can be helpful to have sewing pins to help keep the wee woobly pieces in place.
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

Think of this section as a quick reference guide to be able to follow any pattern in this book. It’s organized into three parts: the Basics, Stitches, and Techniques. Each part is ordered by what you need to know first, either in terms of complexity or when you’d use it in a pattern.

If it’s your first time crocheting, I highly recommend learning the basics with a Woobles beginner kit. It’ll guide you through the whole process of crocheting your first amigurumi, so that you’ll be more ready to take on both the ultra-beginner and slightly more advanced patterns in this book.

All the photos and tutorials in this book are for righties. Left-handed? Hold the book up to a mirror to see what it looks like to swap the hook and yarn hands. That’s much easier said than done, so for the best experience, go to thewoobles.com for left-handed photo and video tutorials.
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BASICS

How to hold a hook

How to hold yarn

Count stitches, rows, and rounds

Right vs. wrong side of crochet

Parts of a crochet stitch

Use stitch markers

Abbreviations

How to read a Woobles pattern

STITCHES

Slip stitch (sl st)

Single crochet (sc)

Increase (inc)

Decrease (dec)

Chain (ch)

Chain 1 and turn (ch 1 and turn)

Half double crochet (hdc)

Double crochet (dc)

Bobble stitch or double crochet 5 times together (dc5tog)

Single crochet 3 stitches together (sc3tog)

TECHNIQUES

Undo stitches

Magic loop

Single crochet in a magic loop

Start a round piece with a chain

Slip knot

Crochet in rows

Start an oval

Change colors

Add another yarn ball

Add safety eyes

Stuff amigurumi

Close a ball

Hide yarn tails

Embroider eyes

Embroider blush

Embroider a curve

Embroider a nose and mouth

Invisible fasten off

Sew something flat onto another piece

Sew amigurumi parts together

Fasten off

Weave in ends

Whip stitch

Slip stitch join (sl st join)
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	It can be tricky to learn from just photos, which is why we also have both right- and left-handed video tutorials for everything at thewoobles.com/tutorials.









BASICS


	Follow right- and left-handed video tutorials at thewoobles.com/tutorials





How to hold a hook

Hold the hook with your right hand. There are two ways to hold a crochet hook. Do what’s comfiest for you:


[image: Image]
1. Hold the hook like a knife.




[image: Image]
2. Or hold the hook like a pencil, resting the hook on your middle finger and holding it between your thumb and pointer finger.






How to hold yarn

Hold the yarn with your left hand. There are lots of ways to hold yarn—the way I hold it is the way my mom taught me. Just like with the hook grip, do what’s comfiest for you. The most important thing is to keep constant tension with the working yarn, so that your stitches come out evenly.

Did you read that last sentence and wonder—does my yarn have a 9-to-5 job? Let’s pause and cover some terminology:

WORKING YARN: the yarn connected to the ball. It’s the yarn you’ll literally “work” with to crochet.

TAIL: the end of the yarn

[image: Image]
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1. Turn your left palm to face you. Hold your piece in front of your hand.




[image: Image]
2. Wrap the working yarn once around your pinky, so that the piece ends up behind your hand.
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3. Bring the piece up the back of your hand until you can drape it over your pointer finger.




[image: Image]
4. Hold onto the piece with your thumb and middle finger. Move the yarn tail behind your piece. To tighten or loosen the tension of the working yarn, move your pointer finger toward or away from you. The loop for the hook should be in the upper right-hand corner, and your next stitch will be crocheted to the left.



TIP

If your working yarn is super loose after following these steps, try doing step 2 as close as possible to your piece.

When you put it all together, the hook should be in front of your working yarn. Your final crocheting position should look something like this:

[image: Image]





Count stitches, rows, and rounds

When you crochet, you make what are called “stitches.” The top loops of a stitch, which is where you usually put your crochet hook, look like a horizontal V:

[image: Image]

From the side, a stitch looks like a vertical V:

    [image: Image]

Stitches can be worked in rows (like a blanket), or rounds (like a hat or plushie). To crochet the next row or round, crochet into the stitches of the previous row or round.

TIP

If you’re right-handed, always crochet in the stitches to the left. If you’re left-handed, always crochet in the stitches to the right.

TIP

When counting stitches in a row or round, do not count the loop on the hook as a stitch.

The number and types of stitches in each row or round determine what the final crochet piece looks like.

A row is a horizontal line of stitches. Row 6 is made of 10 stitches:

[image: Image]

A round is a complete circle of stitches. Round 2 is made of 12 stitches:

[image: Image]

Rounds can either be crocheted as “joined rounds” or “continuous rounds.” The difference is in the transition from one round to the next.

Joined rounds have a clear beginning and end. The end of one round is connected to the beginning of the same round with a “join,” like a slip stitch and chain. The result is a piece with straight rounds but also a seam.

Most amigurumi, including all the ones in this book, are crocheted in continuous rounds, which means there’s no clear beginning and end. The end of one round is immediately followed by the first stitch of the next round. The result is a piece that spirals and has no seam.

Here’s a picture of the same pattern, crocheted in joined rounds (left) versus continuous rounds (right). You can see the seam in the left piece:

[image: Image]





Right vs. wrong side of crochet

There’s a so-called right and wrong side of crochet. That sounds a bit harsh, so another way of thinking about it is that there’s a front and back side to your work.

Here’s a picture of the same pattern, with the wrong side versus the right side facing out. The wrong side has horizontal bars throughout the piece (left). The right side looks like a bunch of Vs (right).

[image: Image]

When crocheting in a round, your piece will naturally curl at some point. The direction it naturally curls will make the wrong side face you. To make the right side face you, follow these steps:


[image: Image]
1. Make sure the wrong side is facing you. The wrong side has horizontal bars.
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2. Push the middle of the piece until it flips inside out.




[image: Image]
3. The right side will now be facing you, but your piece will be upside down. To make it easier to keep crocheting…




[image: Image]
4. Rotate your piece until the open edge is on top of the piece, and the loop for the hook is on the side of the circle closest to you. The outside of your piece should now look like it’s made of vertical Vs.



TIP

Since it’s something that’s easy to forget to do, plus patterns don’t cue it, get in the habit of flipping your work as soon as possible to make the right side face out.





Parts of a crochet stitch

When you’re new to crocheting, you’ll probably ask yourself: “where, oh where does my crochet hook go next?” after almost every stitch you make.

Unless a pattern says otherwise, put the hook under both legs of the top loop.

Sometimes a pattern might tell you to put the hook through the front loop only (flo) or back loop only (blo). To do that, first make sure the “right side” of your piece is facing you. Then insert the hook under only one leg of the top loop. The leg closer to you is the front loop, and the leg further from you is the back loop.
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Use stitch markers

Always put a stitch marker under the top loops of the first stitch of your current round. Future you will be oh-so-grateful for a number of reasons:


	You’ll catch mistakes early on. Every time you finish a round, count the number of stitches in the round and make sure it matches the pattern. Use the stitch marker as the starting point for the count.

	When you lose count of your stitches, just start counting from the stitch marker to find your place again.

	When you inevitably make a mistake, undo your stitches up to the stitch marked by the stitch marker. (Otherwise, you’ll have to undo everything every time you make a mistake. And trust me, that’s no fun.)



So do future you a huge favor, and learn how to use stitch markers to properly keep track of your stitches:


[image: Image]
1. Crochet the first stitch of the round.




[image: Image]
2. Insert the stitch marker under both top loops of the stitch you just made, and clip it closed like a safety pin.



TIP

Insert the stitch marker from the front to the back of the piece, with the open edge on the bottom. This way, you can use your thumb to help push the stitch marker open.


[image: Image]
3. Crochet the rest of the round as you normally would. When you’ve crocheted into the last hole before the stitch marker, you’re done. Count the number of stitches in the round, starting with the one marked by the stitch marker. (Remember, the loop on the hook does not count as a stitch.) If it matches the pattern, then congrats! You can move on to the next round.
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